
364 


GOVEBI^MEOT BILLS. 



[23md Avg., 


out that Beveral provinces have got small cause court jurisdiction up to 
Rs. 1,000 and even over, but here we are raising it only up to Rs. 760. 
So, I submit that there is not much substance in the objections that 
liave been raised. 

I oppose the amendment. 

The amendment was put and lost. 


Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to move 
that in clause 7, in lines 2 and 3, for the words “seven hundred and 
fifty rupees” the words “six hundred rupees” be substituted. 

My contention is that before this amendment the muitsifs had juris- 
diction over cases of the value of Rs. 250 and the subordinate judges 
over cases of the value of Rs. 500. So., tlie jurisdiction was in the 
ratio of 1 to 2. ?>ow, Sir, tlie viuiixifu have lieen invested with the 

power to try cases of the value of Rs. 300, and consistently with the 
piineiple hitherto obtaining the ratio between the pecuniary jurisdic- 
tion of these respective officers sliould not l.e disturbed, that is to say, 
tlie new limits for tlie miinsifs and the subordinate judges should be 
Rs. 300 and Rs. COO, respectively, and not Rs. 300 and Rs. 750. If 
the proposal contained in the Rill is accepted, I have no doubt that 
there will be great heart-burning among.st the miinsifu against whom 
you are making this invidious distinction. 


The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Sir, the mover’s 
argument is based on an arithmetical calculation. In matters of legis- 
lation we do not always go by arithmetical rules. Sir, I oppose the 
motion. 

'rhe was put aiitl lost. 

Clauses 7 and 8. 

The question that clauses t and 8 stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question that the preamble stand part of the Bill was put end 
agreed to. 


Til# Hmi’bto Sir BROJENDRA LALL MITTER: Sir, I beg t 4 i 
move that the Bill, ai settled in Council, be passed. 

The niothm was put and agreed to. 
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OOVEBJTMENT OP BENGAL. 
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Proecedingt of the Bengal Legislative Council auembled under 
the pronaions of the (jovemment of India Act. 

The CoUNClt. met in the ('ouncil Chamlver in the Countil House, 
Calcutta, 011 Wednesday, the 14th Aujriist, 19-h"), at d p.in. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the llon'hle Ilaja Sir H\nm\tiu Nath Hay 
ChowdHUEY, of Santosh) in the Chair, the tour ilon'hle IMernbers of 
the Executive Council, the three Ministers and 99 nominated and 
elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Revenue sale of estates at Chittagong. 

•36. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: in) Will the Hon hie 

Member in l iiarg’e of tlie Heveinie l)ej>artnient he pleased to state 
whether it is a fa('t — 

(/) tliat the ohe?'^ (»f full arrears ^ith jieiialt ii‘s, etr., made hy the 
propiietnrs ai»<l other interested jierMms svith petitions Imve 
not been aecejited hv the Ailditional (^)lle^■t^>r in the last 
revtunie .sale on the 17th June, in Chltta^onp; and 

{n) that in eonseijuence the ])ei inanently settled estates hearing 
tuuzi Nos. 19, 44, oH, 51, 44d and others liuve lieen 

put up tf» sale? 

(h) Will the Hon’hle MemlM*r Im* pleased to state wlietlier any of his 
psedecesHors ever refused to ac'cept smh offers made hy the defaulting 
proprietors ? 

(c) I.S it a ta( t that some proprietors a[)j)rouehing him in their 
eagerness to .Mive their estate with sueh offers have been assaulted? 

{d) Is the Hoii’hle Member aware that one i-f the assaulted persons, 
namely, Gani Meah Choudhurv, son of liabarullah Choudhury, of 
Imamuagar, police-station Fatiekelihari, the proprietor of estates bear- 
ing tE^zi Nos. 44 and 495 refM)rted the matter to the Divisional Com- 
misA^ner and showed #ie latter the mark of injury'? 

(f) Is it a fact that a good many resfumsiblc and resjiectablc people 
of Chittagong made a representation of the wh(»le affair to the 
Divisional Commissioner? 
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QUESTIONS. 


[I4th Au6.» 


(/) What relief lias been j^ranted in the matter? 

{g) If the answer to (/) is in the negative, are the Government 
contemplating giving any relief in ftiture? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Brojendra Lai Mitter): (a) {i) The sale of pennanently settled 
estates lasted iliree days. Arrears were accepted in all cases before sale 
and on all these days except at the time of the actual sale. 

(ii) In the sale of the estates the prescribed legal procedure is 
reported to liuve been followed with proper discretion by the Additional 
Collector. The proprietor of any of them who has any grievance in the 
imitter lias still a legal remedy under the Land Revenue Sales Act. 

{h) Xo info rmation is avaihihle as to how the predecessors of the 
present Additional (\dlector exercised their discretion in the matter of 
Hale. 

(r) No. 

{(I) Ao. (iani Mc'ah Clioudlniry did not go to the Divisional 
( ^mimiasioner. 

(c) and (/) A representation was made to the Divisional Cominis- 
ttioner and after considering it on its merits he declined to take any 
action. 

{{)) Ao furtlier ndief appears to he necessary. 

(Iluji Uadi Ahmed (’howiihury asked a few suppleimuitary (piestions 
in Jlengali, the fidlowing being an Knglish translation of Ids 
(juesiions, ) 


Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon hie Member 
he pleased to state whether (Jani Meah Choiidhury showed his injuries 
to tile Divi.sioiial Commissioner and whether in the company of a 
large number of otlier persons (lani Meah handed over the petition 
mentioned in (piestion (c) to the Commissioner. AVhy is this true ftfct 
diMued 


The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER; Sir, my information 
is that this genth'man, (Jani Meah (^houdhury, did not go to the 
Divisional C ommis.suuier, and the Divisic^nal (\)mmissioner says that 
ho never saw (his letter. 


Hill BAD! AHMED CHOWDHURY: I h/fld in my hand a.copy 
of that pi*tition ju.st mentioned. Is it not then quite certain that 
Gani Meah (^houdhury must have handed over the original to the 
Commissioner? 
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TIM Hon'bM Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I caunot say what 
document he gave, 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Besides (Buii Meah, Balm 
Eiran Chandra Guha was also insulted hy the Additional Collector who 
refused to accept rents from a lar^^o number of (dher persons and put 
up the viahals to auction sale. 'Whether or not (larii Meah and others 
went to obtain re<lre‘«s in this mat ter y 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: A jutition uas 

presented to the Commissioner, hut I (annot say who llie person was, 
who actually presented that petition, hut my (hdinite information is 
that the ^'entleman, Gani .Meah Choiidhury. did not ti« the Commis- 
sioner. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Whether or mtt many 
Z€min(Iiir,i ^\ere in.snited and their s(dil auay hv anetion when 

they offered to jiay np rents on the ITth in.stant aftio the fodidays who li 
lasted from the Uth to tio* KItli of the month'' 

Tho Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I have no mforma- 
tiou, 1 ask for noti< e. 

Process-servers. 

*37. Kaii EMDADUL HOQUE: in) Will the llon'hlo Member in 
charge oi the .ludiiial Department be pleased to state whether the 
Government haNe reeioved a eopy of tlie resolutions passed at a eon- 
ference ol tlo* [ihm ens-servers of the Kanfrpn*' district on the 17th 
Fehnuiiy, lasty 

|//) If the answer to (a) is in the aflirmaiive, will the Ifon’hlo 
Member he pleaseil to state what ai-lions have hcen taken on the 
resolutions? 

• (c) If no action has been taken \el, will the lion 'hie Member 1x5 
pleaMMl to state tlie rea^^nns therefor? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Brojendra Lai Mitter): to) Yes. 

(h) and (r) The resolutions di«l not call for any direct action by 
Government : Ixjcal Officers have taken necessary action on tfiein a» 
far as practicable. 

Mui Emdadul Hoqfli: W'ill the ITon'ble Memlier Im* pleased to. cite 
some cases in which action has been taken 

The HOfi%lt Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I ask for notice. 



i6 


QUESTIONS. 


[14th Auo., 


Rural Uplift Crairt for Nodical and Public Hoaltli. 

*38. Mr, 8* M. B08Es Will Ih^ Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
fiocal Self-Governnieat Department he pleased to state — 

(1) whether any, and, if so, what, amount from the Rural 
Developanent Grant from the Government of India has been 
ulloeuted for Medical and Public Health purposes; 

(a) Iiow )ie propones to spend the money so allotttul; and 

t(iii) the details of any scheme that may have been prepared for the 
expenditure of such sum? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (tho Hon'blo Sir Bijay Prasad Singh Roy): (/) Yes; Rs. ‘1,50,000 

for the estahliMhmeni of dirtp<*ii.saries and the impiovement of water- 
jupply. 

(//) and (ni) For deinllH the member is referied to the memorandum 
(of which a coj>y has Iweii placed on the Jiihrary table. 

Transfer of Sheristatbirs of Collectorates. 

39, Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: (n) Is the Hon’ble Member 
in charge of tlie Revenue Department aware tliat the Supei intendenta 
of Follectorates in the district nre going to Im* 1ran>terred from one 
<listrict to another? 

(h) II the answer to (o) is in tlie aHiimative. will the Hon'Iile Mem- 
ber l»c ])leased to slate whether ihif* will not stand in the way of wuiior 
Head derks being jiromoied to the po>t ot Superintendents? 

{<•) Is it not n fact lluit a comparatively junior man may lie trans- 
ferred when the senior and more experienced Head Flerks bad the 
oliance of oci upying the po.s^ under onlinarv ( iicumstances? 

The Hon’blo Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: m) Government 
have decided that Superintendents or Shcnstd^/tirs of ('ollect orates 
sliould be liable to tiransf«*r from one district (o another. * 

(h) (tovernmeat do not consider that this decision will normally 
stand in the way of seniitf' li^^ml (‘lerks being promoted to the post of 
SuperintendenU 

(v) This may occasionally happen but a really meritorious Head 
Glerk may have the chance ot being appointed Superintendent in 
another district. 

Meuivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Is it not% fact that the second 
officer who has a (‘hanc*e of promotion by the earlier retirement of the 
ih^n^toihtr may lose that chance if another sheri/tt/idar having a longer 
lease of seirioe to reader is bnought in his place? 



Maftf ' QUESTIONS. IT 

Ilk mUIDINTt I tbink that is a hypotbeiical quMtioa. 

Tii NonW* Sir IRUENORA’ LAL HITTER: Yss. 

- 't-*' 

MMMiur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERil: Will the Hou bU 

Member be pleaded to state after how many yeur.s such transfers ordi- 
narily take place P 

Tha Hon'bItSir BR04ENDRA LAL MITTER: There is no deEnite 

rule on the subject. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Is it a fact that 

five years is the ruiniinnm period for such transfers y 

The Hon*ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: My information is 
that no rule has been made, 

Muslims in the Court of Wards Estates. 

*40. Mauivi 8YED OSMAN HAIDER CHAUDHURIS Will the 
Hon'ble Member in char^re <d the Itevenue Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement sliowinj^ for the present — 

(0 the number estates uiuler the iuanu>?ement of the Court of 
Wards in Henptl ; and 

(//) the penenta^e of the Muslim employees therein as compared 
with tb«»se of the other (oinmunittesy 

The Hon’ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: (n 124. 

(/o The Couit of Wards lias a lur^re establishment siattered over the 
province (onsistinjf of officers of various niiiks; hence the collection of 
the required information would entail so much laliour, time and expense 
that the Government regret that they are not prepared to undertake the 
task. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Settlement of land revenue of diara mahals in Chiieuri (Howrah). 

18. Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROY: (a) U the Hoirbie Meml>er in 
char|;fe1)f the Revenue lijyimrtment aware that settlement of land revenue 
of di(fra vuthah in mauza Ghusui i in the Howrah district has l)een taken 
up without previously fixing the fair rents payable by occupants of lands 
of those 4^^ mahals and incorporating them in a record-of-righU 
framed and finally published for the purpose ? 

S 
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(b) Have the Government considered the difficulty that would arise 
ior the proprietors of the diara mahah in realising fair rents from their 
under-tenants, particularly in view'of the niling of the Calcutta High 
Court lejMirted in 27 C.W.N., pages 121 et seg, and in 29 C.W.N., 
pages 506 et stg? 

{<:) Is it a fact that such difficulty arises only because the lands 
there are iion-agricultural and the existing law does not permit the 
preparation of a rent roll under Chapter X, Tart II of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, in respect of tenancies of such duira rnnhah? 

(d) Is the llon’hle Member aware that the Bengal Non- Agricultural 
LandH Rent Settlement Bill, lOJb'l, already introduced in this Council 
was for the purpose of removing smh difficulty as aforesaid? 

(c) Do the (fovernment inteml siis|>ending the dmra settlement 
operations in the atoresai<l tiuniza till the Bengal Xon-Agricultural 
Larids Rent Settlement Bill is passed and enforced? 

The Hon'ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: id) A diaft record- 
of-rights has heen fiamed and rents now being paid by tenants of 
various grades have been recorded therein. As the land is non-agri- 
(Miltural in character, fair rents cannot be settle«l under (’hapter X 
(Part II) of the Bengal Tenancy Act. It is pro])osed to settle the land 
revenue under Regulation Vll of 1822. 

(h) Yes. The ditficulty will arise only in <‘ases where the pro- 
prietor or any other <»ccupaut has leased out any lai\d at a low rent 
fixed in perpetuity. In all other cases he can ]ia\e bis tenant’s rent 
enhanced eithei by contract or b\ suit. 

(c) and {(1) Yes. 

(c) No. (iovernment see no reason to forgo their just dues [lend- 
ing the pa.ssnge of the Bill. 


Withdnwal of landlords’ transfer fees by co-sharer landlords. 

20» Mr. 8ARAT KUMAR ROY: [a) Is the Hon'ble Meml>er in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware that (o-sharer landlords 
are experiencing great difficulty in withdrawing the landlords’ trans- 
fer fees from the Collectorate, through defects in the rules framed for 
the purjwse? 

(h) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, what steps, ^if any, 
do the t iovernment [>ro[KKse to take for removilig this difficulty?* 


The Hon’Mo Bir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER; {a) and (h) Got- 
•rnment are not aware that co-sharer landlords are experiencing any 
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inBurttOuntable di:fficulty in witbdrafring the lindlords’ tran«fet. leea 
from the Collectoi-ate. The rules are» however, being examined wiih a 
view to further improvement. 

Hal Miidur KCtHAB CHANDRA BANERill: Will the Honble 
Member be pleased to state whether he proposes to consult the repre- 
sentatives of landlords when the qtiestion of revision of these rules is 
taken up? 

The Honlile Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: If landlords will 
communicate to Ooverniiient their sujjrgestions. that will he more helpful 
than (jovernment consulting the landlords. 


Educational institutions in Patuakhali. 

21. Mauivi ABI ABDULLA KHAN: (a) Is the Uon'hle Minister 
in chuige of Kdiu ation Depaitinent aware— 

that I’atuakhali is the lar^rest MilalniNion of the district of 
ilakarkranj ; 

(ii) tliat it lias the lar^'e^t |>opnlation caunjmreti with the other 
siihdivisionN of the tlistriet excepting the Sadar; 

{in} that r.ituakhali is the i»nly suhdivision where there is no 
( io\ ei Tinient s( liool ; and 

(in that iii«‘ nuinhei of ( Jov to iinient-aided srhonls in the Patuakhali 
suhdiv isuoi Is less tlian tliat in an\ othei huIhUn isicnis of the 

disti n t ''' 

ili) It the aiiswvi to {a) is in tlie ajlirinative, are the (ioveninieni 
c^onsideiiiig the <lesiiahility of — 

estahlishing a (io\ernnient si hoed in the Patuakhali subdivi- 
sion ; and 

, (iO increasing the nuniliei of aidwl si hools? 

MINISTER in ohorgo of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Honlilo Khan Bahadur M. Azixul Haqua): (a) Yes. 

{h) it) No. 

(ii) Yes. 


Crofi faiidro in oartain parts of Hooghly. 

22. Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERdI: ia) Is the 

Hon’ble Mtimber in charge of the Kevenue Department aware that 
acute distress has been prevailing for sometime past in certain parts 
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of the Hooghly district, notably in the Ouptipara char area and Dhania- 
khali thana in the Sadar subdivision and Goghat thana in the Arambagh 
suMivision, on account of drought and consequent failure of crops 
during the lust year in these places?' 

(b) Js the Hon’ble Member also aware that the District Board of 
Hooglily drew the attention of the local authorities by passing a 
resolution in one of their ordinary meetings to the state of things 
])re vailing in those places and asking the Government to start test 
relief works in suitable areas? 

(c) J.s it a fact that a large number of cultivators sent requisitions 
to the ('olle<'1<»r of llooghly for supplying them ^^ith paddy seeds by way 
of loan ? 

(d) If the answcis to (/i), (b) and (c) are in the affiimative, w'ill 
the (ioveinnient be jdeased to statt‘ what action, if an\ . has been taken 
in these directions? 

(e) If no action has \el been taken, will the lloidble Member be 
jdeased to state the reasons why no action has been taken in the 
mutter? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: ( a) Government 
are aware that the <‘ultivators of these areas are in very consideiahle 
finuncinl straits owing to crop failure last year. 

(b) and (c) Yes. 

{(I) The followiTig action has been taken: — 

(i) 'Ihe District Agricultural Association has udvanied seed loans 
w'oith Us. 500 in the sh;i|>e of 100 maunds of aus paddy 
and 104,0{>0 sugarcane cuttings to the agriculturists in the 
affected areas. 

<n) A loan of 000 maunds of padily .seeds has been advanced by 
Government . 

<iii) 10,000 suganane cuttings have been sui)plied free of cost, 

(tv) A sum of lbs. 500 has been granteil out of Babu Ramlal 
Mukherji’s Trust Fund for distribution on gratuitous 
relief. 


The situation is being clo.sely watched an^ local officers ineluding 
the t’ollector and the Suhdivisional Officers have been touring in the 
affected areas. Further relief will be granted if necessary. 

(e) Does not arise. 
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Midiripur civil courts. 

0 

23. Itai Bahadur AK8HOY KUMAR SEN: {a) Will the Hou ble 

Member in charjre of the .holicial l)e|Wirtment Ik* pleu'^ed to «fate 
whether the (lovernment are contemplatiu^ Nhiftin^r the civil courts at 
Madaripur from its present siteV 

{b) If the answer to (o) is in the attirinative, will the Hon'hl© 
Member be pleased to state v^hat is the site selected^ 

The Hon'ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTERs {a) There is no 
present pro|M>sa] of shift in the civil I'ourts. 

(b) lK>es not arise. 


Burdwan Flood. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Mr. President. Sir, before yon 
take up the iioimal business of the ('ouni il, may I ask for some infor- 
mation repardinj,' the present ^tate of llurdwan? The malUr bn» 
caused so iniirh anxiety and nteiest in the provime that some informa- 
tion from the Treasuiy Hem lies about the present condition of the 
locality will be iinn h appreciatetl. I do not know, Sir, which Member 
or Minister oi (Miverninent is directly concerned, but if be will j^ive 
some infoimation to the House, it will allay to some extent tlie uneasy 
fee^nj^»■ prevalent in the country. 

The Hon’bic Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Sir, the latest infor- 
mation that ue have jfot is that the flood is subsidinyr, and tbe town 
of llurdwan is practically dry no" ; but we lone im information from 
the interior. Some portions (»f tbe intenor have been cut off. In the 
town of Hurd" an, bowc»ver, tbin^^s tiiere are dc*cidcMlly better. 


SPECIAL MOTION. 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: T be^; to move tbe special motion 
which stands in my name: — 

“This f'cnuicil take!* iiit<* cemsideration the propohuls of the* (M>vc*rn- 
ment oI Benjral on the delimitation of c cmstitneiM les for the Bengal 
Le#fJ»J^ative Assemldy ued the Benk'ul Le^rislative ('ouncil nndcT the 
Government of India Act, Pt and the Kepoit of the Provincial 
Advisory Committee on the Delimitation of (‘onstituericies, P><»d-'t4; and 
recommends that the proceedin^rs be forwarded to the Delimitation 
Committee, for their information.” 
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The purpose of this jooiion is to ^ive the members of this House 
an opportunity to discuss the proposals of Government on the delimita- 
tion of constituencies for the Bengal Legislature under the Eeformed 
Constitution. The proposals of Government have been in the hands 
of members for over a month, and they have no doubt been carefully 
studied in all their aspects. It is, therefore, neither necessary nor ap- 
propriate that I should dilate upon them in detail, and I have no inten- 
tion of shortening the time available for other members more than I 
possiiily can. Government' gave the widest publicity to the Memoran- 
dum containing their j)roposals and they invited public criticism. Tha 
public have responded freely to the invitation, and I am glad to say that 
many meml»ers of tlie llous«* also have sent in their views. All the criti- 
cisms are to b(‘ examin(‘d l)y the Provincial Advisory Committee, and 
nllimately the,\ will find their way to the ('ommittee which is to be 
presided over l)y Sir Laurie Hammond. It is anticipated that the 
Hammond Committee will have to comjilete its tour by the end of the 
year; so that theie will be little lime for taking oral evidence. The 
need tor taking smh evidence, however, save perhaps in exceptional 
cases, will be obviated bv the procedure which is being adopted here 
and throughout Imlia — of publishing Government proposals for criti- 
<‘ism and also discussing them where possible in tlu* Legislatures. 
These discussions it is intended to lorwaiil for the use oi Hammoml 
(^ommittee in addition to all the written criticisms which have been 
received. U\ these m(*thods the Delimitation ('ommittee should be 
placed in possession ot ample material on whicli to gauge public 
i)|»inion on the proposals of Provincial (jov(*rnm(*nts. 

Ah the (^ouncil is aware, the Pr<tvincial Advisors ('ommittee. which 
is practically a Committee of this House, completed its work long 
before the new ('onstitution A('t was passed~~in Marr h Ib-'h’l — but the 
basis on which it worked- the White I’aper (’ornbined with the Commu- 
nal Award has remained substantially unchanged in the new Govern- 
ment of India Act. Important changes it is true were made with respect 
to the Feileral Legl.slatuie indirect election for the Federal Assembly 
and direct elect urn for the ('ouncil of State— but the present motion 
covers tlie Provirnial Legishitun* onlv . 

Some of (he meml>ers of (he House who are also members of the 
Ad visory ('ommittee may feel diffident alwuit expressing their views 
here, as the A<lvis<uy ('ommittee will, 1 believe, Wgin its sittings next 
Monday. But 1 do not think there is any real need to feel any auch 
reluctance to expressing tlieir views here. The proceedings of dia- 
cussion will be forwarded to tl»e Hammond Committee independei^lv of 
and supplementary to the proceedings of the Advisf»ry (’ommittee. I 
think the j>oMtion can l)est l>e eoiiipaml to a general debate on a Bill 
which comes before this Iloirse. Members freely express their views 
on the Bill in the general debate, whereas in a Select Committee they 
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have lo deal with the clauses of the Bill one by one in the more intimate 
and informal discussion required of the Committee system. The pnv 
ceedittgi of the Advisory Committee in this case would l)e analo^rous to 
those of the Select Committee, 


There is one important tliinjj \shich 1 would a^ik members to bear 
in mind. We are iwt discussing the ('ommunal Award. This ('ouncil 
has already devoted time and care to this problem; but at this stuf^e 
*we have to ac(‘ept the allocation of neats a> prescribed in the new Const i- 
tutiou, and our pur[Hise should he to stv that the actual constituencies 
that are to 1 m> made are tho>e best devised to serve the inlen‘.sts of the 
electors. Many memhers no doubt desire to speak, and 1 think it 
Would be to the ^>“eneral advantaj^e if meiuber-^ were to refrain from 
reopeninj? those communal questions which have to he regarded us 
settled ior the time bein^r m the new Act. 

I w’oiibl alno ask memlvcrs to bear in mind that the motion deals 
with the Piovincial Letri^lature only. 

I ben? to move the •'pccial motion which slamU in m\ name. 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: On a point of order, Sir. 
The llon ble Meiiibei iii chaip‘ has su^p'sted the lines on whii'h tlie 
ilcbat* "liould l.ike ]da( c, Imt I should like to have your authoi itative 
rulin;; on tlic |>oiiit. >0 that we iua\ ha\e instructi<»ns and ^midanco 
as to (he llne^ <t!i wliK ]i t!ie <lel»ate i*» to pn»c(‘ed. Foi instam e, 1 should 
like to ki)i)\\ wlietjiei it would be [MMiuissjble f(u us to deal with the 
hro.ul nue>.iion c»t leadjustment oi pioNimial houndaries, whelher it 
< oubl jios>ibl\ none in ((»iine<tion with the (juestiiui of delimitation of 
constituencies; se(ondh\, whethci it w(»uM be peimissible to discuss 
the allotments niadi* under ditterent heads of (he ((»tal numher of seats 
allotteil to Ben^^al 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: The quest i»)ii of jiroviucial iKuinduiy certainly 
does not arise, but the (luestum of allotments <»f seats certain! v comes 
in. 


Blbu JATINDRA MATH BA8U: In disiussinj? the question of de- 
limitation of ismst itueiicies, I am aware that for the present, the decision 
of th% British (iovernn#nt rey-ardiii^ (‘OTiiinunal representation has to 
be taken as the basis, however imieh it may be a standing? source of dis- 
content to larpe sections of the population, who do nf»t Wieve that 
differences in race or creeil should be jriven predominance in the consti- 
tution of stales, but desire all creeds and communities to work unitedly 
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for the oowimon welfare. The case of those who do not enjoy the ad- 
vantage of l>el()iiging to special constituencies organised on a racial 
.,or religious basis, hut have to struggle in the open field in general 
constituencies is the question that I shall deal w’ith. 

Fndei the Montague system, the general constituencies were divided 
into 11 urban seats and do rural seats, the total number of general seats 
being 46. 

Fnder the present (toverninent of India Act, the number of general 
seats is 77, besides seats for women and a representative of Darjeel- 
ing. 

Those entrusted with the arrangement for the allocation of the 
general seats, have to labour under a great difficulty, inasmuch as while 
creedal and racial seats have doubled or trebled, the general seats which 
in a progressive State ought to have ipcreaf^ed in a larger proportion 
than in the case of special seats are in fact less than double under tho 
present system. 

Further, out of the 77 general seats, 30 are set apart on eoramunal 
lines, being reserved for the schediiled castes. So, the number of real 
general seats is 47. 

Itegnrding the allocation of those seats Wiween rural and urban 
constituencies it is pro|M>8ed by (tovernment to set apart 11 for urban 
areas, and 36 for rural areas. 

The claims <if the urban areas have thus l>een neglected. 

Fnder tho Montagu \vrtem the proportion of tiihan to rural seats 
wafi 11 to 33, 

As all tile seats f(U' the seheiluled castes are assigned to rural aieaa 
the proiKU’tion under the new Act will he 11 urban to 66 rural. This 
is ignoring the im|M)rtance of urban areas, which are fast growing 
ill iHipulation and importanc'e. and which are centres of the cultural 
life and the economic organisation of the people. While I do not in 
any way minimise the importance of rural representation, I think that 
neither urban nor luial ai-eas should lie deprived c»f their rights at the 
expense of the other. The iiumher of adilitional seats for the general 
const it uem ies shoubl he divided in the same projxirtion as under the 
Montagu system. 

Till' suggestion of tin* Pioviiicial Advisory (’ommittee appears to he 
reasonable (see pages 6 and 18 of Volume I of that (Committee’s Re- 
port b The (Committee suggested an increase (»f urban seats to 18, and 
laid down the different urban constituencies to^hic h those seats should 
be allocated, the ulbHution being on the ba^^is of proximity aiidT com- 
munity of interest. 

The small proportion of urban seats has resulted in difficulties. 
The (''alcutta general seats liave lieen reduced from 6 to 4. This ignores 
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the importance of Calcutta which \s fast growinj?. The cities in the' 
Howrah district had a seat and so had the cities of the Hooghly diatri(‘t. 
But Howrah with its large indu^ries and its growing development^ 
and the great riparian municipalities, through which life and sustenance 
circulate widely here and abroad have been pushed hack, hy an arrange- 
ment whereby the municipalities in the two distiicts are jointly to- 
be allowed one seat only. 

The im|>ortant munii ipalities of the 24-Parganas have been joined 
to municipalities of Nadia and of distant Miirshidahad. Jessore and 
Khulna to provide two seats only for the combined constituency so that 
the area will be such as to make it most ditlicult for a candidate to look 
after ami sene. 

Fnder the Montagu system the City of Dacca had one seat. But 
it is now seriously suggested that all the municipalities of the Dacca, 
Myinensingh and Faiiilpur <lisfiicts slumld send one representative 
only. This is not fair to Dacca. 

The munii ipalities of the Bakarganj, Tippera, Nonkhnli and Chitta- 
gong districts have been grouped t(*gether to foiin one con'^tituency 
with one scat. 

I uouiil ^ttongl\ ultre that the smaller municipal towns should he 
grouped together with mdghlHmring rural areas in-'tead of being 
groupe<l together with other municipalities in ilistant districts with 
whi( h they may have little in ('ominon. 

The Si-at-x should he divided ac(‘ording t(» areas wliich hohl together 
by reason of proximity and by (ommon bonds and n(‘eds. Begarrling 
women’s st*ats. there should he no <-r>nstituencies c»»nsisting of women 
only. Bejrrescniat i\ es of women, wherever their -xeafs may Ire assigned, 
should Ih* r<*tnrne<] hy joint i-<»ns(ituencies rrf men and wom<‘n. 

My remarks relate to tlie general M«ats <»nly. I am unable within 
the time allotted to me t<r refer to the < onstrtuem ies for sper ial seats^ 
But I liave no doul»t tliat question will 1 m‘ tully dealt with by frtheis. 


Maharaja 8RI8 CHANDRA NANDY, of KasimlMzar: Sir, ihfr 

profHrsah of the (brvernmfnt ot Bengal on the delimitatirm of coiiKtitu- 
encies for our future Parliament Irave l>een placed beff>re us. These 
give us a fair idea the (omnig’ e\«*rjts and thieken the gloom of despair 
that have l>een the priru ipal feature rrf our political pro«pe<*ts for the 
last Jihrt'e or four yeaif. The Beport of the Provincial Advisory Com- 
mittee on which the (rovenirnent pro|H)saIs are necessarily ha^ed, in 
conditioned hy the (Vunmunal Award, the Pfrfrna Part and the White 
Paper. On the flor>r of this House w'e had many O'^casions to condemn 
the iniquitous nature of thes#* pro[K>sals rrf the Ooveinment, and I think 
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it would not Im fair to blame the Committee on flte grou^ 
which they had'*So control. But how far are theee p ropo^ to ba 
Accepted as a satisfactory organisation of the basiAof pditi|^» power 
in the province? 

Sir, firstly, I would accord my general approval to the Committee'* 
realisation that rural interests should receive proportionate ifepreeep^ 
iation in the liegislature. In the present Council out of 46 elect^ 
non-Mubamniadan seats, only; 11 are allotted to rural are^s. This 
means that the ratio of urban seats to rural seats is ?4 per cent, whep 
only 6 per cent, of our population lives in the towns. In the Reform- 
ed lipgislnture the Government propose to allot 11 seats to urban areas 
out of 78 general seals in the lleiigal liegislative Assembly. This works 
out at roughly 14 per cent, representation of urban interests, certain- 
ly an improvement upon the existing state of affairs. Then, again, as 
regards the uctiiul delimitation of urban con.stituencies I do not like 
that the major municipal areas should he grouped together with the 
minor ureas. I would he more specific and say that tlie municipalities 
of Howrah and Dacca should each have l)een allotted one representative 
for the Hengal Legislative Assembly. 

Secondly, Sir, I take up the (piestion of the Provincial Fpper Cham- 
ber. When this ((uestion >vas being considered by this House we stress- 
ed the point that if a Second Chamber was at nil to be constituted it 
must not work out the usual communal projKutions and must be differ- 
ently constituted than I^)wer House. But that was not to be. In the 
W^hite Paper proposals there are the same “General Seats,” Muham- 
madan w'uts and the European seats along with the solemn declaration 
that the communal balance as arrived at in the Award must not be 
Jeopardised at any cost. It was forgotten that if the “communal 
balance” was inairitained in the manner it was proposed to be, the con- 
etitutionul balance was sure to have lieen lost altogether. I find that 
the Constitution of Bengal Second (^haniher is a mere replica of the 
liOwer House and does not most certainly represent an attempt to pro- 
vide a constitutional balance. • 

Thirdly, Sir, it is indeed distressing to find that although 19 seat* 
have l)een allotted to “commercial interests,” here again communal con- 
eiderations have been introduced and made to prevail. First, there 
is the European community which has been allotted the lion’s share— 
14 out of 19 seats. Of the five that remains for poor Indians, the 
Delimitation Committee prw'eeded to allot as follows: — 


Bengal National Chamber ^ ... 2 

Bengal Mahajan Sabba ... 1 

The Marwari Association ... 1 

The Muslim Chamber of Commerce ... 1 



SPECIAL MOTIOE. 





I outset that the general eckeme jtit tkii^ under 

the Ibla" ' replantation trade and commerce ke^Wn Titiated by 
tke em/ nee of denominational chambers of commerce. So long as a 
Europe^l;^ 'lfus}im or a Marwari are accustomed to think in terms of 
kis seetjm^ interests there cannot be any escape from the fact that 
even the representation of trade and commercial interests must be 
communal in spirit and intent. The Indian Franchise Committee 
realised the importance of functional representation and the necessity of 
special provision for the presence in legislative Indies of business and 
eoouomic experts. “While general constituencies,” remarks the 
Franchise Committee, “may not iiifretpiently return individuals whose 
knowledge and experience is such that they can make contributions of 
value in discussions on cummerciul and industrial questions, those 
members s[)eak primarily ns iv present at ives of their general consti- 
tuencies, and they may on occasion find that the claims of that consti- 
tuency are difficult to reconcile with a wholly dispassionate examina- 
tion of pai-ticular economic issues.'* Sir, I would ask you to mark 
the words — “dispassionate examination of particular economic issues.” 
This is undoubtedly l)ie only cogent reason for the representation of 
commercial interests. I would however ask : How far are chambers 
of commerce, constituted on communal grounds, Irest fitted to return 
candidates to the Legislature who would he able to undertake “dispas- 
sionate” examination of economic issues? I do pot see why in the case 
of commercial representation as well, there is to In* reservation of 
seats. Let these 19 seats l>e thrown open to all hova fide businessmen, 
traders and industrialists and let elections he held on the basis of 
joint-electorate. If the different choml>ers fail to agree alwut the 
method of electing their representatives, let some other basis Im* found 
for securing the representation of commercial interests. The Committee 
have actually suggested a different exj>eriment in the case of the 
landholders. They have ref\ised to recognise the landholders’ associa- 
tions ns hasi.s of elei tions and instead dividefl their representations on 
the basis of spec ial constituencies spread throughout Bengal. I wish 
tlva Committee suggested this alternative for the commercial interests 
18 well so as to get away from the communal character of the different 
‘hambers. 


It is indeed unfortunate that the Delimitation Committee could 
not ©scape from this vicious principle and actually recognised the 
Moslem Chamber of Commerce — an institution started overnight and 
representing a preponderence of non-Bengali commercial interests — 
igainsb the claims of other old and well-established commen ial bodies. 
The Muslim Chamber ^s frankly political] in character, out to secure 
Muslim representation in the I.iegi stature. I would like to say that the 
representation accorded to them is cbjectionable even on the basis of 
the Comipunal Award, which is the sheet-anchor of Government policy 
111 this regard. It may indeed be legitimately urged that the Government 
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of Bengal by suggesting to increase one Vusliin seal d 
Chamber of Commerce have violated the terms of the 
and the balance of communities suggested therein. 

It is somewhat refreshing to find that the Bengal M^ajan Sabha 
which represents the rural trading and banking interests has been 
allotted one seat. As regards the Bengal National Chamber of Colft* 
merce, while I am glad that its importance has been recognised by 
the Committee by the allotment of two seats out of five, I must at the 
same time confess that the representation accorded is indeed meagre 
compared with the 14 seats allotted to European commercial interests. 
The Bengal National Chamber has been playing a very useful part for 
more than half a century and its usefulness will undoubtedly grow 
with the growth of new business spirit and enterprise amongst the 
children of the soil. At any rate I do not see how the importance 
and the usefulness of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce are 
less than those of the European Chamber in this province. It is to 
he regretted that the indigenous interests should get only five seats 
out of 19 allotted to commerce and industry. ♦ 

Sir, the Delimitation Committee have, as I have already said, 
marie the best of a had job. I frankly realise that they could not do 
better in the vicious atmosphere created by the new Constituticmal 
profKiHttls. It is indeed unirpie in constitutional history that a majority 
community has been granted statutory majority of members elected 
from special communal const ituenrdes. The Communal Award, the 
Poona Pact and the White Paper necessarily condition the proposals 
of the delimitation <»f constituencies. The Provinrial Franchise Com- 
mittee’s task was, therefore, in a sense easy; they are also lucky 
enough to contend that theirs is a mere elahonrtion of the principles 
involved in Ilis Majesty’s Constitutional Proposals. It is not fair 
to condemn them for the iniquities which are not theirs. 



Rfvil. B. A. MAC: I am sorry to say that the Delimitation Com- 
mittee has done a very grave injustice to our community by their 
decision as to our constituencies. It probably was not unnatural for 
them, for although every community statutorily recognised this 
Council was represented in that Committee, this poor Indian Chriatian 
community which has a statutory right to be represented in this Coun- 
cil was not representeil there. Government was approached in the 
matter and Government told ua the Sikhs are claiming seak^, the 
Buddhists are claiming seats on the Committee, and we feel ^ere- 
fore that Indian Christians need not have a seat. Whether that wae 
right or fair or just. I leave you, Sir, to judge. I said this to a frienil 
who said that *lia India, in Bengal, where even gods have to be awaken- 
ed by beat of drums, calls and cymlmls, do you expect that the gods ot 
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Bipwairtii Jiiri'iux*. 

*' -fv, if’ 

I)Aij«i3|||Kil&ii|ld be awakened ^ without making a noise P Ton Indian 
Cluisti^PPI Ant make a noise, therefore you are not recognised at all/* 
Sir, I sorry to be driven to learn that lesson, but it seems to 

me 1 agm f^ir way to do it. 1 crave, therefore, your patience 

and indulgence for a minute as I relate the story of our woes 
and miseries. The Indian Christians in Bengal have (insistently for 
many years pleaded for joint electorate, that is a question of the past 
now. But the Prime Minister has made the Coniuiunal Award, and 
in these words he has said — *'the election to seats allotted to Indian 
Christians will be by voters voting in sepamte communal electorates. 
It seems, Sir, almost certain that practical difficulties will arise except 
possibly in Madras, prevent the formation of Indian Christian consti- 
tuencies covering the whole area of the province, and that accordingly 
special Indian Christian constituencies will have to be formed only in 
one or two selected areas in the Province. Indian Christian voters in 
these areas will not vote in a general constituency. Indian Christian 
voters outside these areas will vote iu a general constituency”. English 
^is not ray mother tongue, but still the words of the Prime Minister 
gave us great hope that the Delimitation (’ommittee will give us cerloin 
workable areas and leave tlie rest of the (X)untry to general electorates. 
But they have tried to n)pe in ns many Christians as possible into 
these two constituemdes, namely Calcutta-cum-Presidency Division, that 
is one ('oustitueiicy, and Dacca Division, that is another constituency. 
The whole of Bengal is only 77 thousand square miles, and we have 
been given, this iM)or community so well known as a poor community, 
we have been given to work ."12 thousand scjuare miles. Sixteen thousand 
in each case. Just think of it, how can we do it? Not only that, Sir, 
it is very well known I think to all our Indian friends, and T am 
sure to the official memWrs also, though I have found doubtful people 
who think that the Indian Christians congregate iu the cities only, 
that they are scattered over the villages in each district. Indeed, Sir, 
if you take Calcutta-c-um-Presidency Division, what are we expected 
to work? In 24-Pargana8, we have 245 villages scattered; in Nadia 
we have 54 scattered villages to work; in Murshidahad we have 11 
villages; in Jessore 9, in Khulna 66, and if you take the wards as villages 
included in Calcutta, 25; total 410 villages including the 25 wards of 
Calciita scattered over 16,000 square miles. If you want to have some 
idea As to how scattered they are you c^n find it from the fact that in 
24-Pargaiias we have 148 schools. I mention these schools to impress 
upon you the areas of these schools. We do not start schools unnecet* 
aarilyi 148 schools in 24-Parganas, 49 in Nadia, 6 in Murshidahad, 7 in 
Jessire and 16 in Khflna; altogether 226 schools. I am afraid that 
you cannot have very much less than 226 polling stations in Calcutfa- 
eum-Presidmcy Division. But to make a very wide allowance, if you 
divide this .number of schools by half even tW it is 113; my friend 
ftya 118 polling stations, hut according to my arithmetic it becomes 
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22 ^ becauf# is to be a polling »tatkm for men and ano^er poUiiif 
it^ion for women. Hindu women will not go to the polling sta^inj. 
for men, our women will have to Jo with them. Thmrefore we tofO* 
to work 226. Mr. (lilchrist says women will go to the same ppUing , 
ftation with men— even then the number of polling staliona will W ^ 
il%. These figures 113 about the schools and villages have be^n USsm 
front the Protestant Missionary Census (printed). That meona ihat 
the Homan Catholics have been altogether excluded from my 
and if they come in, as they must come in, the number will ^ itSl 
larger. The Delimitation Committee has asked us to work this. I a&y . 
it is impossible except for rich men. I may also tell you that-a ritsh , 
man has considereil this the great chance of his life and he has gatberi^ 
together a few youngsters and has been writing to (Government, that 
we accept the Delimitation (’oinmittee’s conclusions; and Ininderstand 
that someone on behalf of that body of youngsters has wiitkn to 
Government that in a largely attended public meeting they decided to 
accept the recommendation of the Delimitation Committee* fioW 
largely attended that meeting was will he evident by the voting IT* 
against 12 and lie has written to say tliat T was a consenting party to 
it!! It is a chance only f<>r the rich, for tlie poor cannot work it. 


I have explained to you the po*!ition in the Presidency Division, 

In the Du<*ca Division it is just tlie same. In Dacca Division — Dacca 
J^rotestunts 6 villages, Mymeiisingh 126 villages, Faridpur 5 villages 
and llakargunj 62 villages — 106 scattered villages with 12o Protestant 
schods; double that number for the Catholics are much huger in num- 
' bar n Eastern Bengal that in West Bengal. It becomes absolutely 
imposdble for this poor Christian body to work this large area. We 
ourselves do not want that the Indian Chri.stinn representatives in the 
Council should be elected by all the Christians. e have the spirit 
of joint electorate. We want to go into the general election, hut 
tince the Prime Minister has made it impossible and has made the 
Communal Aw’urd ahsidutely compulsory, we should be given t^o 
workable areas and the rest left for general constituencies. I therefore 
say when the Delimitation Committee roped in almost all the Christians 
in these two divisions, they have .shown greater love for as thp 
Bengali proverb says, than our own mother. I hope ^ 

consider it. 1 go Kirtlmr. You know, Sir, that 
gave the Indian Christians only two seats in the Council ^eraas 
brethren the Anglo-Indians have got four. We are 129,600 and they 
ate only 27,000. We did not raise any opposition because were ; 

ftill of the spirit of joint elecforate. We sniJ and I myself said to 
Government, and even to His Excellency, that we will remiiiu satiefted 
with two, because our two may become 20 through geAbgpel coni^ 
tueneiea. For I feel sure Hindus will elect self saciificin|^ fiu]^ ; f 
Christians. In any case even if we cannot immediately send more thilCv 



tm Tvgpentativet, if tbe lii^ districts KftTing CkrlWm 9^ lieli 
. tfsC^inuiial Award we will control the Hindu repfresentativ^k » 
insttHR^e, in Nadia they will cdme and say to a Hindu candidate^ 
We are here say 12,000 strong; we will all vote for you, if you do this* 
- or that i|r th® Indian Christians, but if you do not, we will vote fo| 
lUMtther * ^We will thus be indiiencing a larger number of rejireseifts^''' 
tijree in the Council. To-day the Delimitation Committee have deprived 
US of all such help, for there are no places where there are many voteA ^ 
the Rajshahi, Burdwan and Chittagong Divisions have been left 
out, btlt those divisions, as is well known, contain converts from aboti* 
ginal tiibes, and therefore are not expected to be a l)ody to influence 
thor-representatives. ’rheu again you know that our women by their 
eail|' ^ft^l^otion, when women of this oountry never thought of it, 
controllied the education of Bengal. Tliey were the princ ipals of the 
collegjfs^gnd head-mistresses of schmds, even to*tlay not only of Chris- 
tian schools, hut such as Brahmo (iirl>’ S( hod, the (lokhale Memorial' 
Seined, and the Bethune College have mostly l)een principalled hy 
•Christian ladies. There has been no representation granted to the 
ladies of our community. Kven to that we agreed because we thought 
that' large parts of our community would leave to live outside the 
coirtmunal electorate. Thc'retore our ladies will come through the 
general electorate. The Delimituticm Committee has deprived our 
women of any such right. If in your judgment you think it i» fair,. 

I am sure you will not think it so: I hope somehow or other Govern- 
ment will see that these defect. s are remedied. 


Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir, at the outset t 
must say that \\ithin the short time at my diH|M»Hal I do not think it 
would he possible for me to deal with all the allot raenls of seuts oa 
recommended hy the Delimitation Committee. So I will ('online my 
remarks to the Dacca City general seats, I.»;ihour and Commerce, aud ^ 

women seats. 

• * 

Sir, I represent the City of Dacca. Personally I do not count, but 
certainly the City of Dacca counts. Sir, you will pardon me if T say 
that the JMimitation Committee has treated the City of Dacca with 
utHiattl indifference, cold neglect, and in a most niggardly 

OMtaiW. * 1 I^^^Se cannot account for the reason of it. 

Has the^new Befornis any grudge against the City of Dacca f If 
not, whf is the City of Dacca robbed of the seat it possessed during the 
Moiit|£^-Chelmsford Bisforms!'' Kverybody knows that Daec^ ii an 
anciant and historic city; it claims of a past, which even Calcutta can* 
the olih«J®hangimagar still preserves its ancient glory and emi- 
m editcation, culture, commerce, banking and indigenous 
JWiMtriM* Not only Dacca was the capital of Bengal in the palmy 
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•days of the great Mogul admiaistration, it was the capital o! Eailafll 
Bengal and Assam up to 1912 and in every respect it comes neoct to 
Calcutta only. 

Now, Sir, my simple question is: Why is this second great city of 
the province deprived of the privilege of one seat which it already 
possessed? His Excellency the Governor makes an annual visit to this 
city, as the Viceroy makes an annual visit to Calcutta, so does <mr ' 
•Governor live there for some days in the year. Many of the depart- 
ments, I mean Agriculture, etc., have their permanent seats at Dacca* 
Such being the cose, I ask in all seriousness why do you deprive the 
City of Dacca of its one seat ? I do not smell any political wisdom in 
thus shutting out Dacca on its own merit, and grouping it with other 
far less important units like Faridpur and Mymensingh; they hre not 
cities but municipal towns; they can he grouped with other areas with- 
out any injustice being done to anybody. Sir, it is not for me to 
submit a new scheme foi representation, but I hope I shall not be 
misunderstood if I make some suggestions for a new and what seems to 
me a better arrangement under the present circumstances. 


I propose that municipalities of Faridpur and Mymensitigh be 
merged to rural constituencies of those localities without suffering any 
loss in the matter of representation as has been adopted in allocating 
Muhammadan seat of Dacca City minus Narayanganj Municipality. 


As regards women seats, Sir, I am in full agreement with the 
minute of dissent recorded by Mrs. P. K. Bose, the only woman member 
who sat in the ('ommittee. AVomen should be allowed to contest in all 
the constituencies and that sex ought not to Ik* a bar to them. If this 
principle is not adopted — I hope not — then qualified and capable women 
living outside the Cities of Calcutta and Dacca will have a ju»t 
grievance against their City sisters. Sir, politically-minded women 
K<lo not always live in big cities; a woman in the city can come "to 
politics for more reasons than one, but the politically-minded women ot 
mufassal towns are rather serious in their service to the coutt||y, ^nd 
It will l)e an immense and irreparable loss if we shut them out bf this 
House. Sir, there is some doubt somewhere, that it would not bo 
.possible for women to contest in ordinary constituencies. Personnlly, 
I do not a])preciate this overzealous and protective theory regarding 
women. Politically-minded w’oraen are expected to get rid of the 
shyness of the purdah-women, but if it becomes so necessary the women 
can vote by postal ballot for some time to come. The womenb consti- 
tuencies should be one for AVest Bengal and the other for East and 
'North Bengal. • 


fat as La\)ouT representation is concerned, 1 conieaa 1 cAiousii 

4 >rai«e the decision of the Committee for the very simple reason iluit it 
has granted no seat whatsoever to East Bengal. 
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Sir, becmmai Beiigml it aBtged to hm nor labour UaiosiP 
May I what is th« criterioD of the l^aboor Umonf It ttrika oaa 
of those iymptoms? If not, iheu^hat is it!^ I do aot admit that 
East Ban^ has no labour Union. The constitution and functions 
of the I^ihour Unions of East Ben^l may differ from thoae of other 
nnioni gitnated in other plai'et; this is the only differencei Therefore, 
^ir, lb is not true to say that East Bengal has no Ijal»our Union. This 
ilMigenous labour must be allowed to make its voice heart!, and if the 
coining Reform is really an advance u^wm what we Dt>w possets, then 
certainly it cannot face the voic't' of loKtur with deaf ears, nor can it 
aiford to either ignore or neglect the voice of labour where it already 
exists. Sir. 1 submit that the voice of laltour does exist in blast Bt'Ogal* 
Sir* the omission of the Committee to take into consideration East 
Bengal labour has surprised me to a degree. Sir, 80 per cent, of the 
jute trade of Bengal is carried on in East Bengal including North 
Bengal; where is all this labour gone? Sir, in recent times we are 
getting Mills, ('otton and Sugar Hfith, Now the Mills of East Bengal 
have lalxmr of their own. They are not a negligible quantity, and 
they art^ indigenous labour too. Can you shut them out? Inland 
and seagoing vessels are manned cent, per cent, by labour fnnn Chitta- 
gong, Nookhali and Dacca. Can you treat them with the insult you 
have done? To ignore them iN to insult them politically. 1 pn>pnse 
that Barrackpore be tacked to Calcutta and one labour aeat thus 
released lie allotted for East Bengal to fonn a sepamte labour 
coa^luency there. 

Sir, in the dineussion of this topic, two most unpleasant things come 
up on the surface, viz., one is communalism and the other is 
provinciuli.sni. AVe depre('atc Inith of them from start to fini.sh. We 
do not want a Muslim Chamber of (\>iiimerce bectiuse we do not want 
(tbmniuimlisni, but certainly we invite one and all Muslim representa- 
tion through ii(»ii-comniunal bodies such as the Bengal Mahajaii Subha 
^d the Bengtil National (Hiamher of ('ommorce. There is absolutely 
,no bar superimposed by these l>odies against our Muslim brethren. 
Wbf #1 they bring in religion in commerce? Can’t they w^ork with 
the Hindus in the matter of Bengal’s commerce? Are they not, too, 
HeUgalees? Sir, for these iea.sons I am for the addition of the Muslim 
Chamber’s seat. Sir, I am also for the abolition of the Marwwri 
Chamber’s seat because I deprecate provincialism. I ask our Marwari 
brethren the same question. Can’t you co-operate with us as Bengal’s 
i^erchauts? You carry on your trade in Bengal. You deal with 
Bengali paikart. Most of you liave landed and other interests in 
Bengal with Bengalees,«so w'hy should you organise under a separate 
bodyf There stands nothing in your way to swell the Bengal Mahajan 
Bobha or the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, ^ I find no 
jnatifieation to hare a separate seat for an exclusive Marwari Asso- 
eiil£i»# iii Bengid which you do not possess either in Bombay or in 

a 



U SPECIAL MOTION. , [14ni Aflii 

Kadrai for the matter of that in any other prorince of India. Wi^ 
theie observations I resume my seat. 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdlS Sir, I do not naieaii 

any disrespect to the Provincial Advisory Committee on the Delimita- 
tion of Constituencies and to the Government of Bengal when I say 
that their proposals are not absolutely dawless and above criticism. 
The absence of any definite principle is responsible for this unsatis- 
factory distribution of seats. The Committee have overlooked some 
vital points, some incontrovertible facts, which should have been taken 
into consideration in fraininj;^ their recommendations. 

Sir, 1 am not one of those who are loud in demanding more seats for 
urban areas. I have been hearing complaints about reduction in the 
number of urban seats, but very few have grasped the truth that the 
urban unit of the population in our province which is comparatively 
small is not independent and centred in the towns : it has an intimate 
relation with rural areas. We have no urban outlook in disregard of 
rural influeiu'e : we may dwell in towns, (but we live in villages; we 
may have our avocations in towns, but we observe social rites and 
customs us they obtain in villages. In fact, very few of us have 
independent urban exi.stence unhampereil by rural influence. That is 
the chief reason which is responsible for the belief that our nation lives 
in villages. Only fi per cent, of the people lives in towns, and even in 
respect of this (i per cent, very many have a rural bias, and looked at 
from this standpoint, any definite demarcation of urban and niml areas 
carries little meaning, and le.ss sense. Pnder the present Constitution, 
urban area.s have got an inordinate dose of weightage in respect of 
seats. Out of 4(1 elected non-Muhammadan members, 11 are returned 
from urban ureas: the ratio of urban seats to rural ones works out at 
24 per cent. In the forthcoming Reformed Constitution, Government 
propose to set apart 11 urban seats out of 78 general seats: the ratio 
of urban seats to rural seats is thus 14 per cent. This legitimate in- 
crease in the number of rural seats has my heartiest approval, and this 
is only fair when the pace of political progress among the rural popula- 
tion has been accelerated by the working of the existing Reforms and 
other national movements in the country'. 

Sir, us one hailing from Dacca, I naturally feel the clumsiness of 
this arrangement when I find that the municipalities in the districts 
of Dacca, Mymen.singh and Faridpur have been allotted one seat 
Such a haphaxnrd clas.Hification of urban ai^a%is not entitled Co public 
support. DatH’U is the second capital of Bengal and has been eif^yillg 
exclusive representation on the Provincial Legislature for the list 
fifteen years. Her importance cannot be minimised and as the head- 
quarters of an important Division, she can legitimately claim one seal 
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tfloM. therefore, unfo with all the emphaeis I can command, that 
the nra^palitjr of Dacca should be treated as a separate, independent 
nnjt deleting representation in tBe Bengal Legislative Assembly of 
the futitre^ 

Sir, in the nmiter of delimitation of landholders’ c'onstituenciea, 1 
have one important statement to make; the delimitation of consti- 
tuencies for general seats has been proposed generally on the basis of 
population, but in regard to the landholders’ constituencies, the number 
of landholders or of electors has been igiioreil in favour of Administra- 
tive Divisions. Though Dacca Division has the largest number of land- 
holders, it has not been allotted more than one seat. The Dacca 
Division has been all<M*ated a less number of general seats l)erause the 
“General” population does not predominate there; but this Division haa 
got the same nuraWr of landholders' seats as in each of the other 
Divisions in spite of the fact that it has the largest number of land- 
holders. Daf*ca Division has got no “laibour” seats though in the 
district of Da<Ta alone there are thre<» Cotton Mills, two Sugar Mills 
and a number of factories. It is only in rcspe<d of women’s seats that 
the importance of Dacf a has been recognised. 

Sir, if I leave aside iny sentiments and my local patriotism for 
the time being, I do also fiiol that iny community has not l>een fairly 
treated in regard to Trade and Commerce. It is the dehnite creed of 
the Government of India A(’t, of which the Premier’s Communal 
Decision is the sheet-anchor in the matter of composition of T^egislnw 
lures, that no coimnuiinl bias will be recognised in “Special Interests.’^ 
But in the representation of Indian Trade and Commerce, the allot- 
ment of one seat to the Muslim (Chamber of Commerce, a distinctly 
communal organisation, which sprung into existence after the publica- 
tion of the Award, cuts across the fundaiiienlal principles of the Govern- 
ment of India Act. It disturbs the balance of communities set u|ii 
under the terms of the Communal Awanl in the Legislature: it Ihua 
up^ts the Award in u direct way. By this single recommendation,, 
the Ooveniment of Bengal have laid themselves open to serious criticism 
and it is a constitutional sin on the part of any civilised Government 
to give preference to the majority community under any pretence what- 
soever in utter disregard of the interests of the minority community* 
But I must hold my soul in patience because it is too much to expect 
constitutional purity on communal questions in these days from those 
in whose hands lies our political destiny. I have looked in vain for 
instance! in the constitutional history of any part of the globe where 
a mij^rily community his been given statutory weigh tage and reserva- 
tion of seats, as proposed in the Award, and I am ell the more amawHl 
to find that not satisfied with that arrangement Government propose 
to allot one more se^t to the majority community through a special 
constituency in contravention of all sacred cannons of political 
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icil^ce. Sir, il is quite ofcvious that the terms of the Premier’s Coih* 
inunal Decision have been upset by tlie introduction of a commuaal 
bias in the representation of special interests. 

Sir, I hope I shall not be misunderstood by my Moslem friends 
when I criticise the inequity perpetrated on their Hindu brethren. 
If they take a dispassionate view of things, they will, I am sure, be 
convinced of the reasonableness of my contention. I do not object 
to the recognition of the Muslim Chamber of Commerce on the ground 
that such recognition has given the Moslems an additional seat. My 
objection is fundamental. I would oppose a Hindu Chamber of Com- 
merce as much as T object to a separate Chamber of Commerce for the 
Moslem oommunity. I am definitely against communal representation 
in matters of Trade and Commer(‘e on account of the dangerous principle 
which it seeks to introduce. Commerc'e is for all and sundry. I fail 
to comprehend how Moslem interests suffer in the existing 4X)mmercial 
organisations. In all the Commercial Associations, such as the Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce, the Bengal Mahajan Sabha, etc-. 
Mosl(*ms are fairly represented. It appears from the evidence on record 
of Il>e witnesses examined by the l*rovincial Advisory Committee that 
the husiness done by the Moslems amounted to 18 crores of rupees. 
If that be the position, then it cannot be said that their interests have 
suffered in any way. No case, therefore, has been made out in favour 
of their special representation through commerce. 

I cannot conclude witlmut making a passing reference to the in- 
justice (bme t<» the Bengal Mahajan Sahiia. It i.s the only organisation 
in this ])r(»vince representing Inland Trading and Ituial Banking in- 
terests of the sons of the soil and cun legitimately claim two seats 
vout of the five allotted to Indian Trade and Commerce. 

Nawib MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I am veiy 
grateful to (Government for giving us the opportunity to express our 
opinion on the allotment of seats which has been proposed by the 
Advisory (h)mmittee the report of which is now under discussion. True 
it is that the matter i.s very difficult for any Committee to dispose of 
•tu the satisfaction of every juirty. But if an attempt had really been 
anade to follow the accepted principles, the question could have been 
solved without any difliculty. The first principle that has been 
ignored by this Committee is the principle of weightage for the minority 
<}ommunity. This principle had been accepted by the Bound Table 
■Conference and if it was followed by our Committee, then I would have 
had no grievance at all. It is a fact known to everybody tj^at Bihar 
with a population of 8 per cent, of MosleoM has been given 25 per 
<5ent. of the seats in the Assembly on the ground that the minority 
community should have an effective representation in the Council and 
why Mttssalinans forming minority community in several districts are 
denied weightage from their own community seats in Bengal 
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Mr. llltliiDEIITs Wby should you go into tbatP 

Hmrn MUtHARRUF HOSAIN, Ktian BalUMlur; Sir, I am 
oomiug |o my point. 

Mr* PRESIDENT* It may be your grievance, hut it was not within 
tha competence of the Delimitation Committee. 

Namli MUSNARRUF H08AIN, Khwi Bahadur: Sir, (he Delimi- 

tation Committee came into existence to work out the principles 
accepted by the Round Table (\)nference. If our Committee in 
pursuance of the principle fixe<l ^euts in all those places where tha 
Muhammadans are in the minority, and gave weightage there would 
not have been much difficulty of adjustment. Sir, 1 would like to 
mention the case of Jalpaigui i. As you. Sir, take a keen inteivst in the 
de3>ate, I would be able to convince you rather than the llonide Member 
in charge who is in pciwer. As a constituency Jaljwiiguri hos l)een 
added to Darjeeling to form one constituency, with an area of 4,100 
square miles, prolxibly the largest area for any constituency for Muham- 
madans. In other districts I find that the largest constituency has an 
area of probably 500 square miles only, 

Xow, Sir, I would refer to the Report of the Delimitation 
Committee. The Committee accepted certain principles for working 
out the allotment of .seats. The first principle that they accepted in 
their Report is that every district should be <*onsidered as a unit and at 
leftist one seat should be given to each district. That is the first 
principle that they accepted. Then we find that they thought that 
the district of Rankura was not entitled to one seat on the basis of 
population, but they decided that a seat should be given to this district 
by reducing the quota of the Rangpur district from eight to seven. 
The population of Bankura is alxiut 50,000. So on the above grounds 
one seiat was provided for Bankura district. I do not see that any 
wrong has l>een done by giving a sjieciul seat to Bankura. It may be 
numerically weaker, and that is the very reason why it should be given 
this special concession. The question now is where is the seat to come 
frorni^ That is a question of detail. Once the principle is accepted 
that every district should be allotted one seat, they could have pursued 
the allotment on that basis further. 

Then, Sir, we find that by a majority of 7 to 3 the Committee came 
to the cuDclusion that the districts of Burdwan and Midnapore should 
be givgu one more seat Ach on the ground that, although the popula- 
tion in these districts did not justify the extra seat, the districts were 
large in area and the population was widely scattered. I^et us now 
look at the area of these two districts. Burdwan has an area of 2,700 
square miles, Midnapore 5,245 square miles. So Burdwan has beta 
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taken m a district which is too large in area and the popnlittial has 
been considered to be widely scattered. When I read this report—? 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, on a point 
of order, may I submit tlipt the discussion is on the Report of the 
Government and not on the Report of the Advisory Committee F 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I submit 
that here we are concerned with the Report of the Delimitation 
Committee and the Report of that Committee is under discussion. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But Nawab Sahib, what are your own 
conclusions P 

Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSAIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, my conclu- 
sion is that if Burdwan with an area of 2,700 square miles has been 
considered to be a very large one, Jalpaiguri with an area of 3,100 
square miles has not been considered as such and has not been allowed 
a seat. I submit. Sir, that on the ground I have mentioned there is 
no reason why we should not get two seats. If our area is larger, why 
another district with an area of 2,000 square miles added to itP These 
require some consideration by the impartial tribunal that will come 
here us a representative Committee of Parliament. I hope that Com- 
mittee would look into this enormity tlmt has been perpetrated to my 
district and will try to give us at least two seats. I find, Sir, that Dacca 
has l)een given 11 seats! Dacca uitlian Muhammadans have been given 
one seat, the Dacca women have Wn granted a seat, and Dacca rural 
has been given nine seats. You will find that tliat small district which 
is cut up by rivers has been fortunate in getting 11 seats out of all 
proportion. 

(The Council was then adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

NftWib MUSHARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur. I was in posses- 
sion of the House when the House adjourned for prayer. I have just 
got one minute to finish. I have tried to show the first principle wMch 
has been acH'opted by the Round Table Conference, and as a result of 
which Parliament has now appointed the Delimitation Committee to dis- 
pose of all these matters, that principle that minorities wherever they 
are ought to have weightage, but alas ! This has been ignored by the 
Delimitation Committee. This principle should be worked out fh detail, 
when the Parliamentary Committee comes and decides the matter.* That 
is number one. Then 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit, had tt 
taaume his seat.) 
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ing m iii|{liigUsh translatioii of his speech: — 

Sir, t l>egr lo say a few words about the Report of the ProTiticial 
Advisory Committee on Delimitation of Constituencies in Bengal. 

At pages 4, 8, 9, 10 and 20 of the Report it is noticed that the seats 
in the general, reserved, nou-reserved, mercantile and European consti- 
tuencies have been so arranged that each member of these constituencies 
will have two, three, four and more votes at their disposal. Thus, for 
instance, the Bengal Cliamber of Commerce has been awarded seven seats 
and its members will have in ('on.HtM|ueiice seven votes each. This 
arrangement has an obvious merit of its own. Each member Imving 
seven votes to cast may at the request of friends and acquaintances and 
under other extraneous influences give one or two votes in favour of his 
friends and interested persons. But with the rest he is quite free to elect 
the right sort of men who actually (kserve to be returned to the Legisla- 
ture. Unfortunately, the Muhammadan constituencies, formed as they 
have been, wofully hu'k this advantage. For 117 Moslem seats in the 
coming Legislature there have been set up as many separate constituen- 
cies, with the result that each voter in each Muhammadan constituency 
will he entitled to only one vote. The defect of this arrangement ia 
that it docs not assure of the success of the most deserving candidate. 
For, the constituencies being too small, in some cases only two police- 
stations suffice for the jurisdiction of a constituency, and the voters 
having only one vote each, the most influential man whether educated 
or uneducated, really deserving or not, with the largest number of 
friends, rehitives and acquaintances among the voters has the greatest 
chance of success. On account of the extremely limited number of their 
votes, the voters will not find any opportunity to elect the most deserv- 
ing candidate if he happens to be outside the narrow circle of the most 
influential one. The real leader of men may therefore be completely 
ousted. If this arrangement is maintained in the ruse of Muhammadan 
constituencies tlie elections to the Provincial legislature will produce 
the same result as they have in the case of local boards, etc. I would, 
therefore, like to suggest that the jurisdiction of each Muliammadan con- 
stituency should extend as far as the boundary limits of eac^h subdivision. 
Of course, a large subdivision may be split up into two such consti- 
tuencies. The number of seats to each constituency should be assigned 
on the population basis. 

Next» the women's constituency for the election of female candidatei 
to the^eformed Council lias been restricted to the Dacca and Narayan- 
gunj municipal areas alone. In my opinion the Chittagong town is 
much larger than the Narayangunj town and has as many as three High 
&giiah Shoots exclusively for the girls. The female population of 
Cliittigoag and the percentage of the educated in It are far greater than 



SPECIAL MOTION. 


40 


[14th 


tho84 of Norayanganj. Chittagong is also the divisional 
The Chittagong Municipality should therefore be substituted lor til# 
Narayanganj Municipality and the women’s constituency should be re* 
presented by the headquarters districts of Chittagong and Dacca Divi* 
sions. 

From the Report it appears that the Moslem population of Chitta- 
gong is 1,320,208. But only five members are to be selected from 
among them. 

Within the municipal area of 24-Pargana8, Dacca, Hooghly, Howrah, 
Barrackpore and Bankura there are less than one lakh of Moslem ele- 
ments in the population. But one seat has been assigned to each one of 
them. Under the present Amendment of the Municipal Act, Chittagong 
Municipality lias been placed in the first rank along with the Howrah 
and Daccj* Muniidpalities. The Moslem population of Chittagong far 
exceeds the Moslem population of those municipalities. It is for these 
reasons that I l onsider it meet and proper to assign one seat to Moslems 
within the Chittagong municipal area. It is quite in the fitness of 
things that Chittagong Moslems should have six seats in the Provincial 
Legislature instead of five only. The reason why only five seats have 
been allotted to the Moslem.s of Chittagong is that no member from 
Chittagong Division has been taken on the Advisory Committee and the 
opinion of the people of Chittagong was not consulted before making this 
allocation of seats. 

I hope the attention of the Committee will be drawn to these pro- 
posals of mine. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA: I have often wondered, 
looking at the statue of Mr. hMwin Montagu on the side of the Council 
House, why the artist lias given him that sad and despondent look. 
Looking at the Delimitation Committee’s Report and the Government’s 
proposal which is the coping stone of the Reforms proposals of the 
Government, I imagine that the artist was in a prophetic mood and had 
visualised things which are now happening, and had put that ail of 
repentance on him on that account. 

The question as to the allocation of seats in the different constitu- 
encies dues not interest me very much, for, by my upbringing I 
have bad no opportunity for a growth in me of ])arocbial and sectariazk 
feelings. I would have been quite content with any distribution of seats 
so long as there was a fair representation of the people, for I look upon 
the whole province as my land, and every community as my own. Th» 
Report of the Committee, the Delimitation Cdhimittee, is of int^|«8t to 
nte solely because it offers an eloquent and illuminating commentary 
to the brasenfaced hypocrisy which has been holding ground for several 
years past, as proposals for Constitutional Reforms, The Com m unal 
Award made the outline, the Government of India Bill laid the 
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«ii4 tii^ppiuiBiiAtioa Committee haa xtow filled ia the detalle 90 that we 
Jiete aci|i4he completed picture before us. To those of my couatryaaen 
who we>i wild with excitement about the Reforms, and to those who 
waited Htuable years wrangliaf? over petty questions of couimunal 
or class advantages, this complete picture ought to be an eye-opener. 
It enables ns to visualise the so-called Representative Council of the 
future, by which some of our public men have so long laid so much 
store. The Bengal Assembly of the future as pictured in this Report 
will be a travesty of a Representative Institution. It would be idle 
to seek in this scheme for any principle of representation familiar to 
the students of political science. 


A number of new-fangle<l principles have been worked into this 
fabric pell-mell, cutting into one another. The Committee was called 
upon to perform the inijmssible task of producing a de<'ent Constitution 
out of these new-fangled and intractable materials. Their job was 
almost as difficult as that of Alice in playing croquet with the flamingo 
and the hedgehog. They ha\e thus prodiu'ed a monstrosity which is 
neither fish nor flesh nor good red herring. Ca.ste, creed, locality, race, 
complexion, sex, occupation and even mere accidental asmM'iation, in fact 
every conceivable principle up(»n which people could be divided liave 
been pressed into service. But let no one imagine that any attempt has 
been made to assess (he resf)ective values of these divergent principles. 
And the number of repre.sentatives allotted to any constituency has been 
absolutely capricious. Ia*t us take liabour; I can understand the 
Bolshevist, when he says that lalmur is the only rational basis of fran- 
chise, but I fail to understand why manual labour as such should be 
one of the bases for franchise when tK» other occupation is sc». AimI if 
labour is to have representation, as our masters command it must, on 
what principles it would have only eight seats out of 2o0 pusses my 
comprehension. Out of these eight seats two are to go to Tea and 
Coal, because they have no registered Trade Unions, and two, to 
registereil Trade Unions because they are registered, leaving to the 
relt of the labour of the province four seats only, w^bich are appropriated 
by llooghly, Howrah, Calcutta and the 24-Parganu.s. 

The Committee Imve acted judiciously in refraining from giving any 
reasons for this grotesque conclusion. 

Take again the landholders, (hey have five seats and each of the five 
divisions must have a seat, irrespective of the question as to the numljer, 
the importance and the stake of the landholders of each division. As 
regar^ the European seals, the Committee lias cut the Gordian Knot 
by just accepting what the Europeans dictated. Under the cover of 
the representation of Indian Commercial interest the Committee have 
awarded five^eeats to half-a-dosen pocket constituencies who are self* 
constituted representatives of commerce. 
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One would have thought that Moslem constituencies which have been 
the object of the supreme solicitude of the const itution*mongers of the 
last decade should have been treated on a scientific and intelligible basis^ 
but it is difficult to imagine why the total number of Muhammadan seats 
instead of being fairly distributed over the population should have been 
reduced by the allocation of a number of urban seatSi not to speak of the 
brilliant idea of the Committee, not accepted by the Government, to pre- 
sent two extra seats to Midnapore and Burdwan at the cost of Mymen- 
singh and Tippera. The reason for this is obviously to provide a few 
easy seats for the chosen people. 

The most grotescjiie part of the report perhaps is that confining 
representation of women to Calcutta and Dacca. Are there no women 
outside Calcutta and Dacca? Are there not even educated women, 
politically minded women outside these cities? Everybody knows the 
answer. Why tljeii liave the women of the rest of Bengal been shut out? 

Sir, looking at the details of the scheme it is impossible to detect any 
trace of a rational principle. It is a medley of superlatively empiri- 
cal conclusions. 

Sir, 1 do not blame the Committee. Tliey could hardly have done 
better, working on the principles laid down for them. The work of the 
Committee, however, is valuable inasmuch as it demonstrates the utter 
absurdity of working out a constitution on the l)asis of a multitude of 
heterogenous principles recognised by the Communal Award. The work 
of the Committee is also valuable from another jmint of view— it enables 
us, us 1 have said, to see the full picture and to realise the true inward- 
ness of the strenuous endeavour for reform that has been going on in 
England for the i>ast few years. Looking at the scheme of the consti- 
tuencies now' finally w'orked out, it is easy to see at a glance that while 
every class or community would have a look in, the great intelligentsia 
of Bengal who have made India what she is to-day, who have by un- 
romitted endeavours for alnnit a century succeeded in welding a medley 
of warring nations and communities into an Indian nation, w'ho liwv'e 
shown a most wonderful aptitude for absorbing tlie latest in tlie thought 
of the world and making not inconsiderable cimtributions to Literature, 
Science and Art of tlie world and who incidentally have made them- 
selves a nuisance to the Government by their insistance on becoming a 
free nation, this intelligentsia is made an outcast and a pariah who will 
have no cliance to get a voic e in working the constitution. 

8ir, I make bold to say that in the constitution now framed and finally 
worked out by Delimitation Committee those m%n, Hindus and Myham- 
madans and Christians alike, who have created and maintained the poli- 
tiral-mindedness of the people will be nowhere. You may take it that 
the 111 rural Muhammadan seats and the one hillman seat, the thirty 
aeats for depressed classes, not to speak of the 25 European seats will not 
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lie availiMe to poiitically-miitded nationalist Hindus and Muhammadans, 
and the iiiuation will probably be worse. 

Sir, I refuse to believe that this is an accidental consequence of an 
honest desire to provide adequate representation for all classes. It is the 
result of a deliberate policy most industriously worked out by the pre- 
sent British Government whose object was not Reform, not Representa- 
tive Government, but to make it imjKtssible for nationalist Indio to have 
a foothold at the Councils of the Kiiipire. This means that the political 
profn*^*^» Benjral will be retarded and possibly come to a dead-stop for 
years to come. It means that classes to whom politics has Iteen so far 
a matter of indifference will have to learn it by years of endeavour before 
Indian nationalism apraiii disturbs the tranquillity of the British Raj. 

But I feel sure, Sir, that even this device will not answer for all time, 
that the messafre of nationalism will jr<> forth and very soon permeate the 
lives of the very classes whom the (lovernment have thouffht fit to 
advance, in the confidence in their backwardness; and a tiay will come, 
sooner rather than later, when the trumpet voic'e of nationalism will 
be heard from the many mouths of the monster which has been thrust 
upon us and then the deimmds of the people will be far more difficult to 
resist than the Government have found now. In that bojH> and in the 
fullest confidence in the ultimate .sense and the solid worth of my 
countrymen, Hindu, Moslem and Christian, rich, poor and middle-class, 
capitalists and labourer alike, 1 shall yet look forward for a brilliant 
future for our countrymen. 


Rai Bahadur 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: Sir, we have >r<)t the Memo- 
randum issued by the Bengal Government which contains the proposals 
for the delimitation of constituencies for the two Chambers of the Bengal 
Legislature under the Reformed C’onstitution. 

Sir, I wish to confine my criticisms to distribution of general seats 
including scheduled caste seats both of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
and the Bengal Legislative Council under the Reformed Constitution. 

I l!bink in formulating these proposals the Local fiovernment have been 
directly assisted by the Provincial Advisory (’ommittee. From a general 
study of the Report — and a careful examination of the distribution of 
seats — we find that everywhere Cab utta has been given a lion’s share. 
In the first place, the Government has taken a bold step in solving its 
problem of ratio of urlian to rural seats against the intention of the 
Report of the Indian Franchise Committee and in place of nine seats 

II seats have been allocated to urban areas. I do not question this, 
rather 1 support this as I did in ray note to the Advisory Committee, 
I ain*also glad to find that the Government also agree with the Com- 
mittee that the scheduled caste seats should be alienated to rural areas. 

Sir, in the distribution of rural general seats the administrative dis- 
trict as under tbe present constitution has been adopted as the basic area 



44 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


[14th Axr^., 


for distribution. Secondly, the G6 g:eneral seats h^ve been distributed 
on the basis of the general and scheduled caste population. 

Sir, the Committee has started with high sounding reasonable 
principles, but has concluded with little respect for them. Secondly, the 
principle to have genuine scheduled caste representatives in Legislatures 
has l>een ignored. The distribution of urban seats is most unjust, 
unfair and inecjuitable. No definite principle has been followed and the 
inhabitants living in municipal areas outside Calcutta are the worst 
sufferers. Out of 11 urban seats of the Bengal Legislative Assembly 
Calcutta with a population of 794,259 has got four seats, whereas urban 
area outside C alcutta with a population of 1 ,G‘30,2'12 has got only seven 
seats. Not only this, Sir, out of ten seats of the Bengal Legislative 
Council two seats liave been allocated to Calcutta and Calcutta suburbs 
with a population of 1,G03,5GG whereas outside Calcutta with a popula* 
tioii 2t),228,5GG has got only eight seats; in short, Calcutta w’ith a popu- 
lation of 812,130 has got one seat, whereas Presidency Division with a 
population of 4,01(5,719 has got only one scut. 

So, Sir, I submit that general seats of both the Bengal Legislative 
Council and Legislative Assembly should be distributed strictly on 
population basis without any spoi'ial eye upon Calcutta. 

Sir, the principle of Communal Award and the Poona Pact has been 
deliberately ignored. In the C-ommunal Award the depressed classes 
(now' .scheduled castes) were given seats with sei)arate electorate in order 
that tile scheduled castes may send their genuine representatives un- 
influenced by the caste Hindus. The Coininunnl Award was amended 
by the Poona Pact. Seiwrate electorate was abolished and panel system 
was introduced to keep iu tact the genuine character of the scheduled 
caste candidates. But it was not the intention that in every case there 
must be a juinel of four for each seat in primary election. The inten- 
tion was that if there are more than four candidates then and then only 
scheduled castes will get a clinnce to select four candidates who enjoy 
their confidence and in case they find any undesirable candidate, they 
will get a chance to drive him away out of the panel. I do not find 
any justification to hold that in every primaiy^ election there must be 
a panel of four camiklates. It is simply a choice left open to the 
scheduled caste. If they find that their interest is at stake, they may 
set up four candidates only to drive away the undesirable element. 

Sir, if it is held that in every case there must be a panel of four, 
and if it be the business of the Government to see that there is a panel 
of four for eaih seat, then I think the Government will he uqder the 
painful duty to set up candidates with deposit 'inoney. If the Govern- 
ment fails to do it and even if the scheduled caste fails to send more 
than three candidates what will be the result.® The election will fail, 
and with what result. The result will be that «i Imon will be turned 
into a curse. Sir, ultimately it is the duty of the scheduled castee to 
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look io;lieir own rights and interest. Sir, the wording of the Poona 
Pact may be defective, but if we look to the |irinciple of the Commumd 
Award and interpret the Poona Pact accordingly, ^^d no difficulty 
to know the real intention. 

Sir, those who are now the friends of the scheduled castes and are 
very keen to interpret the Poona Pact for them, have got some ultimate 
motive behind. Sir, failing to set aside the Poona Pact they liave 
chaaged their platforms. They have left the mnidnn for the office of 
the Government and they are now explaining the Poona Pa<‘t in contra- 
vention of the principle embodied in the Communal Award. 

Sir, they are trying to put the scheduled castes into unnecessary 
trouble of double election without giving them a cluince if possible to 
compromise so that in the final election the caste Hindus may in every 
case have a chance to pick up the lust nvan. 

Sir, I think that it w'ill be an act of definite want of political far- 
sightednes.s iu case the Oovernineut fails to come forward to save the 
scheduled wastes from this danger. 

It is the first attempt of the caste Hindus to forc^* the scheduled castes 
to submit to their domination. It will direetly retard the politi«ul 
advancement of the scheduled castes. I hope the (iovernmeni will take 
a sjMH'ial note of this fact and will not make the fwiiiel (»f four for each 
seat binding. The scheduled caste (andidaies will also he given the 
option to w ithdraw within a reasonable time before the primary and final 
election actually take jdacc. 

Sir, one word moie and 1 wish to finish. It i.s a nmttcr of sheer 
injustice to find that the scheduled castes of Bakarganj who are more 
than oO per cent. t>f the total Hindu population are made a minority 
community and placed under the domination of the ca.ste Hindus. I 
would suggest that one seat he taken either from Xadia or elsewhere 
and he allocated to Bakarganj South-West Bural (icneial. If that he 
not possible the .seat allocated to Bakarganj North-East Bural General 
he transferred to Soutli-AVest Bural General. 


Ral Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAM DUTT: Sir, I wish to say a very few 
words in thi.s connection and that especially to point out how' Jii just ice 
has been done to the City of (’alcutta. The previous speaker, Bui 
Bahadur Sarat Chandra Bal, has astonished many of us by his statement 
that Calcutta had the lion’s share under the new' Constitution. I do 
not know whether he was serious, but perhaps he overlooked what 
Calcutta had been enjaying since the commencement of the present 
Eeforms. Under the present proposals, two seats, out of the six, whi<'h 
she has been enjoying, are going to be taken away from Calcutta, and 
if that constitutes the ^‘lion’s” share, I do not know what the English 
language means. 
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But, apart from irhat the opinion of a particular gentleman may 
be, I beg to point out to you, Sir, how serious injustice bas been dime 
to Calcutta. 1 find that the four seats that have been allotted to 
Calcutta have been divided amongst the 32 wards of the city. The 
population put down in the Memorandum circulated to us is, on an 
average, for each constituency about 2 lakhs. On comparing this with 
Schedule No. 2 — urban constituencies — in case of Muhammadan seats 
what do we find? We find that there are two seats allotted to the 
Muhammadans in this city — the average population for one being 
130,000 and for another 132,000, for yet another 90,000, and so on. 
Is {hat taking the lion’s share? If 210,545 of the population in wards 
Nos. 1, 2, 3, 30, 31 and 32 in the Calcutta Municipality get only one 
seat, is it fair that 90,000 of people in the Municipalities of Howrah 
and Hooghly should get one seat? Even lower than a municipality, 
the Dacca district, about which iny friend Rai Bahadur Satyendra 
Kumar Das was so clociuent, for a Muslim population of 74,000 has got 
only one seat allocated to the Muhammadans. Now, Sir, where is the 
equity of the distribution? We are now told that Calcutta has enjoyed 
this for some time past. Let us calculate the proportion now. Out of 
a Council of 140 seats six seats have hitherto been reserved for Calcutta, 
but we now find that while the next Council — I mean the Assembly — 
will have 250 members, the seats for the (3ty of Calcutta have been 
reduced to four. If that is the lion’s share, Sir, I do not know what 
my friend means. 

Then, Sir, I find that in allocating seats to rural areas — I am quoting 
again from the Memorandum circulated to us — if my friends would 
kindly turn to page S of the Memorandum they will find grwit discre- 
pancies in the number of piqnilation for a seat in the next Assembly. 
The number of seals for the landlords have Wen left intact, although 
it is jrretty certain that many of tlie rural seats will go to them. Why 
then Calcutta has been deprived of two out of six seats is difficult to 
understand. Some of my friends here forget that the political history 
of this province has been mainl,\ cieated hy people who live in The 
towns, the iirhan areas and not in the suburbs. I do not grudge 
the advantage which i.s going to he given to the rural population, 
hut we should not forget that the question of weightage for 
Calcutta has got to he considered. Where would Bengal he, without 
Calcutta and the revenues derived in Calcutta? I do not want to go 
into details on this question of revenue, hut it would W preposterous 
and idle to suggest that Calcutta is not entitled to some amount of 
weightage. But in the ilovernment’s proposal what do we find? We 
find that instead of continuing to enjoy what we in Calcutta havb been 
enjoying since 1921 — for nearly fourteen years — the city of Calcutta 
is going to he deprived of two seats. I do not think, Sir, that that is 
fair, and I agree with Mr. J. N. Basu in his protest in this connection. 
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Beloit I sit <lowii> Sir, 1 would like to say a few words about another 
matter. I, personally, take some interest in commercial representatioa 
in this ci^. I have some conn et't ion with Commerce and Trade, 
althougll I happen to be a medical practitioner. I am glad to find 
that, after the discussions which took place before the Provincial 
Advisory Committee, Government have been advised to accept the 
modified proposals of the Committee and do away with outside bodies 
who want to pose here as representatives of Bengal Trade and Com- 
merce. I think, Sir, it is also a right principle to have comiuendal 
representation restricted to people who are ulnive coiiimuiial interests. 
It is, therefore, a wrong principle to give such representation to the 
Muslim Chamber of Commerce which profess to look to Moslem interest 
only. And I go further, Sir. If it were possible to do away with the 
representation of the Marwari Association — in spite of my fr.endship 
for my Marwari friends I say so — it should be done away witlj because 
of the communal nature of their Association. I think a mistake was 
made in the olden days when the Marwari Asso< iation was specifically 
given a seat. This representation was given on the basis of ('ominunity 
and so a mistake was made. Now, instead of enuhVating that mistake 
I find members solemnly sitting in Committee and are going to c<»mmit 
another mistake by giving the Muslim ('humher of (’ommerce separate 
communal representation. If it is not tw) late, Sir, I would appeal to 
Government not to <(Mumit this mistake. If it he too late and not 
}K)Ssihle to do away with the representation <d the Marwari Association, 
let us stop there and not commit a fresli “douhh*” mistake l)y adding 
another communal Cliamher of C(unmen*e in the shape of the Muslim 
Chamber of Commerce in the list. I believe. Sir, that the Bengal 
National (Miamher of Commerce and the Bengal Mnhnjan Suhha havo 
right to represent Hindus as well as Muhammadans. I believe there 
cun scarcely be any dillerence between Hindus and Muhammadans in 
respect of commerce and trade interests. Ortaiiily, Moslem claims 
should l>e considered by these Indies. Any other institution, however 
important and however influential it might he, if based on communal 
bails should In* given the go-bye. These are all the points, Sir, on 
which I wanted to express my feelings, and I hope that Government 
will consider them. 


Rii Blhulllf RAM DEV CHOKHANYs Sir, I shall he very brief. 
I fully support my friends Mr. Jatindra Nath Basu and Hai Bahadur 
Dr. Haridhan Butt in the matter of the iiufmrtance attached to Calcutta. 
I find fhat the iiiral ar^eas have been given sufficient representation, 
while •the City of Calcutta— an im|K»rtunt centre of Trade and Com- 
merce — has been neglected inasmuch as out of the 11 seats at least six 
should have Wn given to her, but instead only four seats have been 
given to Calcutta. 
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Next, Sir, I find that much fuss has been made: regardii^ the 
fepreHentation granted to the Marwari Association of Calcutta. My 
friends who have complained about this matter should not forget that 
this re{>resentation has not been granted on communal grounds but on 
account of the imiwrtant trading and commercial interests of my com- 
munity not only in this city but in this province as well. The Marwari 
Association is purely a Commerce constituency, and as such I hope 
th(>He of my friends who have complained about the representation given 
to the Marwari Association will see their mistake and allow us to enjoy 
this one solitary seat in a House of 250 — a representation which w^e 
liave enjoyed even in a House of 140 only during the last 14 years. 
Kir, my community is one which has enjoyed the confidence of Govern- 
ment and the public and has never show'n any communal inclination; 
hut has always supported the trading and commercial interests of Bengil^^^ 
ns a whole. 

Mauivi 8YED NAU8HER ALI: Mr. President, Sir, we have all 
listened to the very interesting speech of Hr. Nuresh Chandra Sen 
Gupta, hut 1 must say that he dealt more with tlie Constitution than 
with the (jiiestion of deliiuifution of constituencies. Sir, I agree wdth 
iiKJst of w'hai he has said with regard to the constitution 
itself. 1 feel with him that a great injustice has been done 
to Bengal by tlie introduction of so many conflicting principles and by 
the division of the people of this province into so many diffeient groups 
on ai'titicial princijdes, if indee«l they can he called principles at all. 
Tile division of the people into Hindus, Muslims, dej>it‘ssed (‘lasses, and 
so forth, lias leully ]»la('ed them into so many water-tiglit compartment.s 
that the real interests of the country will not he seived at all. But 
while J liave agreed with Dr. Sen Gupta on these pt)ints, I cannot agree 
with liim wh«*n he says that this division of the ptsiple ot this jiroviuce 
into so many water-tight compartments has been done deliberately and 
with a sinister motiv(‘ behind it — by the Britisli Government. It may 
he that the British (iovenimeiit have some motive in acting in this 
manner, hut, we, the people of Bengal, are mainly responsible for it, 
((^uiKS 01 ' Hear! hear I) If we had not insisted on this eommunal 
represent at ion—on the division of the people into Hindus and Muham- 
madans and the division of the llimlus again into depres.sed classes 
caste Hindus — 1 do not think that the British Government, or any 
Government for the matter of that, could have divided us as we have 
lieen divided now. (Baiiv Amilyadiian K\y: We are responsibla.) 
Sir, we are responsible and I say we are re.sponsihle to an extent which 
cannot l>e panloned. There is still time for reconsideration anti as soon 
as the Reforms will he introduced, I think we shall have an opportunity 
of remedying this defect and bring Bengal to an era of prosperity and 
wealth, but that is perhaps to a great extent irrelevant so far as the 
question before us is concerned. 
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Nowi Sir, tWe is aaother point that has been raised by some of my 
fiends m the other side of the House. It has been said that the 
MusMlniatis who form a majority have been driven statutory weightaifiv- 
I fail to understand how. 8o fur as that pinni is nmcerued, I fail to 
understand how Mussahtians have either weighta^fe or majority. I 
cannot blame anybody for that ex<ept the Muhammadans, certainly 
not the Hindus. The Mussalmans have l)een rifrhtly served; they hove 
not got their due share acct^rdiug to the impulat ion basis, and I n^peat 
that they have Wn rightly sened 

(At this stage the Hou'ble the President left the Pliamber, leaving 
the Deputy President in Chair.) 

Mr* K* Ct RAY CHOWDHURYs Sir^ are ae dis('ussing the (\)m- 
munal Award ? 

MiUlvi 8YED NAU8HER ALIS The |H»int was raised almost 
throughout the whole speech of Dr. Sen (luptu and of some other 
speakers and, co!i'»e(|uentIy, I am perfei’ilv in order in referring to it. 
As I was saying, tin* Mussulmans have been re«liii*e<l fo a minority in 
spite of the fact that they lonn the majoiity of (he (Mipulation. They 
have been rightly served be(*auHe being the majority population in the 
province they cried hoarse for having separate electorate for th(‘mHelveH, 
and I do not know and cannot nnderstand what greater admission of 
inferiority complex can there he than this, (ITear! hear!) When you 
admit your inicfiorily, you cannot claim in the same hrentli a majority 
in the House whnh means a coiiliol o\er the whole province, im luding 
Mussulmans and Hindus. It means nothing short of this: that though 
•we are minors and though we want the protection of (Government, .still 
we are fit to rule over the whole provirn c and we want to rule over the 
whole fwpulation of the jirovim e. This is an ahsurd pro|K)si<ioii which 
I, for myself, cannot understaml. People who have no sfdf-confidern e 
are unfit to rule. I again rei>eat that if thev say that they lire fit to 
rule, let them come forward in the open field, f think that this cry 
for separate electorate was raised hy a number of pH»i>Ie alxiut the 
honesty of some of whom I have great doubt, fllear! hear!) They 
irftew thonrughly well that it could not he jmssible far them to come to 
the Council if they had not this communal electorate established. There 
are some, of course, who honestly believe that it would be conducive 
to the interest of their community, though they do not perhaps realise 
the full significance and implication of their (T}\ Now, I will come 
to the pSint at issue. Tt had Ireen stated by some Hindu members of 
the HAise that they would oppose even a seat for a Hindu Chamirer 
of Commerce and that was the reason why they were opposing a seat 
for the Moslem Chamber of Commerce. There hare also been state- 
ments made in the House by some membem that they would oppoee 

4 
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the Marwari Auftociation and all associations which are foreign to 
Bengal being given representation. Now, Sir, two grounds have been 
advanced against the grant of a seat to the Moslem Ghaml>er of Com- 
merce. The first is tliat this liody is not composed of Bengalees — the 
members are mostly non-Hengalees who do not speak the Bengali 
language. I for myself have not been able to appreciate this argument. 
I have not heard a single wonl uttered by a single member protesting 
against the representation of the European Chamber of Commerce. If 
people from iMirope wlio <‘ome over to India for the puipose of exploit- 
ing the country, can be given representation, I do not see why my 
countrymen— people from other parts of Bengal— should be deprived 
of that privilege. The second aigument is that the Moslem (Train ber of 
(’ommerce is a communal body. No doubt it is; but if the members of 
this (diamher are all Moslems, anil the meinhers of the other (^hamliers 
are also all Hindus, c.//., the Marwari (Tianrhers of Commerce. 1 do 
not grudge the granting of a seat to the Marwairis. They are Indians, 
and although they are not the original resident.s of Bengal they have 
got a stake in the [uovince and are. therefore, entitled to have some 
representation in tire future Legislative Assembly of Bengal. Similar- 
ly, it irray f»e that the irtentbers of (he Moslem Charrrber of (’ommerce 
are nai the ( hildren of the soil— T do not know wheth»‘r (hey are domi- 
ciled in Bengal — hut as they have got a stake in the province they are 
entitled to have some representation and 1 think it is right tliat they 
have been given representation. 

Sir, <'oirrniunul repieseirtalion rrnfoitunately has been an accepted 
principle and a settled tact and r( js too late in tire day to r liallenge it. 
If, therefore, there is conllict id interests in other spheres ot activity 
Wtween Hindus and Mussalmans. I do not see why there cun be no cou- 
flirt of interest in the field of comiiren e. 1 <lo not admit (d (be e.xislence 
of any conflict ot interests between the Hindus and Mussalnians as 
such. But when you accept that there is such contlii t ot interests, I 
do not understand why mie cannot (‘onceive of a conflict <d interest in 
the field of commefre also. Theietoie. Sir, on the accepted principle 
there cannot he any (luestio,, as to the grunting of a seat to the Moslem 
l/hninber of (Commerce. 

Now, Sir, the vehement opposition to the granting of a seat to th© 
Mosleni Chamber of (\uniiierce is due to the airprehension— that it 
might increase (Ire voting strength on the side of (he Moslems by one. 
If T am coriect in niy conclusion, the mentality lurking Irehind the 
speeches is an adrlitional argument in favmir of granting a sett to the 
Moslem (Tiamher of (^ommerce. 

% 

Sir, I will now offer niy oWrvation.t wi»li rwrard to delimitation 
proper of the rnrnl nud urban seata. The first thinfr that struck m* 
on glancing through the recommeiidatione of the Bengal OoTemment, 
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m abo recoinmendations of the Provincial Advisory C<»mmittee, is 
tiiat them has been an undue weif^htafre f^iven to the urliati population 
of this pmsidency. 

Sir» it is admitted that HccHtrdin^ to {H>pulation Hindu urbuii stnits 
would be nine in place ot 11 and the Moslem urban seats would Iw* four 
in place of six. It is also aiinotted that the view of the l.o(i»ian ('oim 
mittee was that no weightajre should be ^iven to the urban populatitm. 
It further appears that the Iten^jal (iovernnient made recommendations 
in their evidence liefon^ the l.othian Conimittee that the weightapre 
should not exceed 12} per cent, (’uriously enoup:h, contrary to the 
rec’otnmeudations of the Lothian (’ommittee and eont!ur> io their »»wu 
recommendations made before that Lommitlee the llen^al (loveinment 
have now thought fit to jjive wei^dita^o*, much in excess of theii nwn 
reoomiiiendati<uis, to the urban populatitm. Sir, I for myself have iu»t 
been able to understand the reasem — except what has been clearl\ stated 
by Dr. Sen (Tupiu, viz., that it will mean an easy aeeess for some 
favourites to the future l/e{^islative Asseiiihly. 1 havt* not had the 
opportunity of listenin^r to tin* sp«‘tM’h of the ILm'hle the Home Member 
as I came to the ('hamhera little later and I diti not hear fully Mr. . X. 
Basil's speech, liut, a> tai a-* I could uinlerstainl. Mr. Hasu's arjirument 
reduces its»*)t to th : (hat tin* iiihan populatnm was enjoying' the pri* 
vile^e for a lonjr time and it \v(Mild be unjust and unfair to deny (bem 
the juivile^-e now 

iAt this sta^'e the mcniboi havin^'^ reached the tiinedimit had to 
resume hi** seat ) 


Mauivi ABUL KA8EM l Sii, my health would t»o1 p(*riiiit me to 
make anv speei h at this inornent and, almve all, I harl no intention of 
takinpr any pari in this delmte. but certain speeches, to which I have 
listened uith jdeasure and inteiest ainl in s<»me cases with amusement, 
have flailed me to stand up and e lave the iiidul^en ‘e ot the House for 
a few minutes. 

Sir, in the first place it has lK*»*n sanl- and it ha*» bt‘en remaiked 
I may say — that undue ini|>ortaine ha.s lieeti jriven to the llinopean 
CharalaT of Loiunien e, to the Marwuri (Miamber of ('oiniiierce and above 
al! to the nejrli^-ible and contemptible Moslem ('hnmber of (’ominerce. 
I w'ant to remind tbe House (hat whether you admit it or not, the City 
of Calcutta, the trade of Calcutta, the commerce of (’alcutta owes its 
inception* and success in a very lurjfe measure to th<* Kuropean commer- 
cial ptf)ple. Their services cannot he i^'iiored. Where woubl have 
been Calcutta to-day and its irrcut commercial «*nterpris#*s, but for the 
lead jriven to us by European nierrhants. Afrain, tSir, yon speak of the 
Marwari Chamber of Commerce. It is the Marwaris, who are by far 
the moat important aeetion of the Indian commercial people, and what 
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is more the Marwari Association is a genuine organisation which watches 
over the interests of Indian commerce. Xow, coming to the Hoslem 
Chamber of Commerce I may say that they have contributed not a little 
to the trade and commerce of Bengal. What we understand by the 
ttade and commerce of Bengal is confined within the limits of Clive 
Street, Burrabazar and Zachariah Street. This cannot be denied. If 
we have alhrwed Europeans, Marwaris, Guzaratis and Muhammadans 
from Bombay and other parts of India to flourish in this city, it is 
because we have not taken advantage of the resources of Bengal. We 
have not worked out and laboured in that field. Where would have been 
your tea, but for Europeiin enterprise P Where would have been your 
jute, but for ihe same reason. It is no good dilating on this. 

1 have just to say a word about Dr. Jlaridhun Dutt's difl'erentiation 
of the tlovernment’s proposal about the City of Calcutta. 1 admire the 
City of Calcutta, but when be spoke of the revenue given to Bengal by 
Calcutta, 1 rubbed my eyes. It is a most insignificant share that Cal- 
cutta makes to tlie revenue of Bengal. On a j>reviou8 occasion I have 
said what little it contributes, and I can say to-day that Bengal can 
well thrive without a pice from (hilcuttu. I want to rennnd Dr. Ilari- 
dhun Dutt that the intelligenthia may be in (hilcutta, the political 
progress of Bengal may be due to the intelligentsia of Calcutta. What 
is more Calcutta and intellectual Bengal have made possible the Reforms 
and anything elst*, but I would remind him that it is the rural area 
and the cultivators in the villages themselves, and the man who labours 
in the sun and the rain, who is the producer of the wealth, whether it 
be in the ('hamber of Commerce, High (•ourt, Bar Library, or anywhere 
else. It is due only to the lalniur of this most neglerted jieople. 
Government has done right in giving importance to the people who 
are the j)roducers of the wealth. A.s I have said on previous occasions, 
everybody, the pleader, the doctor, the merchant and whatever you 
call them, like ihe wddowed sister of a Hindu family, do not earn 
but serve our lu'eds, just as the lawyer, doctor and the merchant 
are of use. He is not the earning member of the family, but the earn- 
ing memher of the family is the man who ]>as.ses his days under the 
sun and in the water in the fields of Bengal— the producer of the 
W'ealtli. 

Sir, another thing is that the Moslem Chamber of Commene baa 
been a thorn. (H course Marw^aris and Europeans were dragged in to 
give it a non-communal appearance, but the fact is, as Maulvi Nauaher 
All has pointed out, the addition of a seat to the Moslem gyoup and 
Moslem community should lie avoided as far as possible. T submit that 
80 far DvS we are situated at the present moment, even the addition of 
a aeat or two would be no good. We are under such influences and 
confronted with such devices that anyhow it is not possible for us, aa I 
have said, to rule Bengal. However, that is another queatimi. 
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One Mrd about Mr. Xausher Ali*s differentiation about separate 
electoratei. It looks ver^* well in a copy book. But I say that separate 
electorate is not of our own seekinjr. If our fellow-countr\'meii had been 
sympathetic enough, and if they had not deliberately decided in 
organising and tried to put us down and keep us down all the while, 
then, Sir, an attempt to have a separate electorate would have raised 
a hue and cry 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: N not the (juestion of separate electo- 
rate incidental to the issue? 


Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Yes. 


Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Many have said that. 1 do not want 
it treated at length. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM : 1 say thi> iiiueh. Sir, it \ou then had 
raised a Ime and cry at the little preference given to tin* .Moslems n 
some puldic sei\i<e>. and at the same time when you ke<‘p ahsolutely 
silent when a great Idumlcr is done in the ( lovej nimmt , it shows that 
communal Idas i^ m»t ours Imt their own. As I have saiil ladoi'e it is 
not our own seeking l)ut it has lieen forced ujion ns the attitud<‘, the 
l)ehavinur, the mental.t\ of our count rynieii. As I have said hefore 
I am not in a position to ^f»eak much. I would sjieak about delimita- 
tion. I am not going to worr\ niys4‘lf over tin* seats. You will hav(‘ 
pnderential seats given to the I’iastein Bengal Moslems. They ale in 
larger numhei in Eastern Ihuigml, let them have it. lint the only thing 
I submit i^ that in my poor distiict Burdwan, whi<'h has a large pojui- 
latiou and larger annis and which pays an ahnormal revenue, has been 
placed in the same position si> far as .Muhammadans are concerned as 
our neiglihoiir Banknra, and the small district of Nadia which is a 
newly-cn'ate<l district peihaps soim- lime before tbe TreaHUiy Benclies 
joined tiie (’i\il Service^. What I suggest for the Hymputhetii* con- 
sideration of the (bivernment is that some jiortion of South-Western 
Burdwan may l»e added to Bankura and made into a larger cfinstituency 
so that tilings may he more eijual. I Iiave nothing further to say and 
it does not matter to me whetlier it is Western Bengal or Kastern 
Bengal. Western Bengal so far as the Muhammadans are concerned 
bave, I think, been deservedly treated or treated with contempt by the 
Comiuiltee which has sat. Kven such an inifKirtant place as the much 
abused City of Calcutta, there also the Muhanimndans should have got 
a little more cansideration than Burdwan has. (A voice: Certainly.) 
It has bean said that under the Constitution constituencies have been 
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Iprmed of Hindus and Muhamniadang, but nothing has been done lor 
the intelligentsia. They will rule the country. Let tl|em rule it. 
But, Sir, the Universities have their representations and where will 
you find more intelligence than the Universities of Calcutta and Dacca? 


Mrs ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Sir, as the representative of a 
commercial (tonstiluency I feel it my duty to express my views on the 
distrihuiion of the (‘ommercial seats first. There are 19 seats available 
for Commerce and Industry in Bengal. These seats are to be divided 
between the European and Indian (tommercial interests of the province. 
In dividing these seats the (loverninent of Bengal has not made any 
recoininendat ions of its own nor did it refer the (jupstion to the Provincial 
Advisory Commit tee for opinion. His Majesty’s (lovernment suggested 
in tlie While Paper tfiat the division would he on the following lines, 
viz., 14 for European interests and five tor Indian intei-ests. The 
(lOvernment of Bengal has stated that it is anlieiputed that 14 will be 
assigned to tln‘ Eui'of)ean inten‘Hts and five to tlie Indian interests 
obviously <»ii the suggestion of His Majesty’s (iovernment. But in 
making (his division the authorities concerned have thoroughly over- 
look<‘d the growing importance of the Indian tnule and commerce. lu 
fact, it has h(M*n urged hy all the Indian commercial associations as well 
as tlie general public that the Imliaii trade and commerce should b© 
given projKT recognition in the coming K^d'orms, hut it does not seem 
that proper consi<leration has been given to that view. The Indian 
public, opinion is (hdinile on this point that the numh(*r of seats proposed 
for Indian eoinnierct* is dispro|M)rtionutely small and tliat in arriving at 
this nuinher adeijiiale consideration has not been given to the importance 
of Indian comiiKM'ce. The l/othian Committei* appraised the relative 
imporliune of tli(*s(‘ two branches as e(|ual in distributing seats in the 
Federal House of Asseinhly in paragraph 421 of their Jteport. In that 
view ol the mutter the Indian Commereial Associations are entitled to 
at least nine seats out of tin* 19 seats. There might liave been some 
justification of the present proportion when if was s<‘ttled in 1920, but 
trade slatistics show that Imlian trade and coinmerie has made very 
ra()id pmgress in the course of these few \ears. So it would be fit and 
jiroper for the I)»dniiitati(*n Committee to consider lh(‘ matter with due 
regard to the Indian opinion and allot more seats to the Indian commer- 
cial ami trading interests. 


Let us, however, see how* the proposed five seats have been distributed 
by the (loverninent of Bengal in their proposal. One of these sc^U has 
been allotted to the recently started Muslim Chamlier of Commerce. 
This is unjustifiable on principle us it opens the door to the introduction 
of communal considerations in the allotment of seats for special consti* 
tuencies. 
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All A# tradiagr and commercial interesta of the Bengali MnhaiiVf 
madans 0a% be adequately represented through the existing long-estab- 
lished coBWnercial organisations such as tlie Bengal Mahajan Sabha and 
the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. 

Next we come to the alloc'atiou of seats to the other bodies. We 
find that the Bengal Mahajan Sabha is getting lesser representation 
than the Bengal National (^hamber of Commerce. If the latter can get 
two seats there is no earthly reason why the Bengal Maliajan Sabha 
would not get the same. The Bengal Mahajan Sabha represents tho 
rural as well as the urban commercial interests of the province while 
the activities of the Bengal National (^hamber of (Nimmen'e is more or 
less restricted to the m(‘troj>olis, and it is in no way more representative 
than the Bengal Mahajan Sahha. Moreover, the (Chamber’s activities 
have lately been so largely intermixed with things juditical or semi- 
political with necessary pro|mganda in the Press as to leml it an ex- 
aggerated importaiH'e in the economic and <'ominercial sj»}M*re. 

AVhile dealing with tht‘ Ihuigal National Chamber of Coinnierco, I 
cannot leave aside the (pieer proposal made by them that the Indian 
commercial seats should lie alloc4itcd cn hloc throng)) it. 'Phis proposiil 
is no doubt very ambitious on the part of the Bengal National Chamber 
of Commerce, but is not (uititled to serious eonsideration for the interests 
of the different ( ommen ial association.^ are not identical and they differ 
on important jisptM ts inasmuch as they represent the various activities of 
different branches of trade and commerce of the provini’c. To merge 
them into one Cliamher of Commerce will he to stifle their iudivities and 
in a way to minimise their importance. Similar chums may be advanced 
by other associations as well with isjual sliow of reasoning. 

Tlien as to my own ass(>< iation, tlie Bengal Mahajan Sahha, it is the 
only repre.MMitalj VC association ot inland traders and imligenous hankers 
of Bengal. It was csiahlished lonjf before the introduction of the present 
Constitutional Uetorms in the country. In considcTut ion of its tradi- 
tions, influence ami representative chara<ter, it was rightly included 
as a commercial constituency in the laH ul and Central I/egislat ures along 
with the introdiKtioii of the Montagu-Chelmsford Keforms. The 
importance and the repie.sentati\e < haracter of the Sabha has since then 
been on the increase and the stake of these merchants through whom 
crores of rupees pass every year is large indeed and they are certainly 
entitled to an adequate representation in the coining Heformed I^egisla- 
tures. The Sablia^s activities extend both to rural and urban area#, 
and it would be in the fitness of things if two seats in the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly be allotted to it. The provision of two seats in 
the liower House in the province would go a long way to meet the 
needs of the two different classes of interests, the urban and the rural, 
on the lines of the recommendations of the liothian Committee in 
paragraph 95 of their Report. 
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Another point I cannot leave aside — ^w© notice that the Provincial 
Advisory Committee has suggested the formation of an Electoral OoiJ^g© 
for elections to the Federal Assembly. The Government of Bengal has 
not accepted their recommendations nor has it formulated its own pro- 
posals in the matter. The creation of an Electoral College for the elec- 
tion of a member to the Federal Assembly is a cumbrous form of indirect 
representation. It is likely to frustrate the object of giving franchise 
to the several menmntile bodies of Bengal. The one result of th© 
creation of Electoral Colleges will be that some of the associations will 
form ciombiues and coteries betwe<*n themselves with a view to mono- 
polist* the seal. Under the circumstances and in view of the fact that 
only one seat is available for the Indian commercial interests, it would 
be best to retain the existing arrangement of giving the seat to the three 
recognised bodies, viz., the Bengal Mahajan Sabha, the Marwari Asso- 
ciation and tlie Bengal National Cliaraber of Commerce. If, however, it 
is decided to establish an Electoral College to which I am on principle 
opposed, I would strongly insist upon no distinction being made in the 
number of representatives from the three bodies to which one seat has 
been allotted alternatively in the White Paper proposals. 


Now, to <()nie to the Labour constituencies, I find that though eight 
seats have been allotted, the labour interests of Eastern Bengal have 
been ignored altogether. The major portion of the jute trade is carried 
on in Eastern B(‘ngal and the labour engaged therein is not negligible. 
Then th ere is the growing cotton industry. Already there are several 
cotton mills established in Dacca and otlier East Bengal districts and a 
very large number of lalmurers are employed in them. I cannot under- 
stand h(»w this important section of Bengal labour can be ignored alto- 
gether. Besides these, there are the Hiver Transport labouiers in East 
Bengal. I therefore propo.sc that at least three seats o\it of the.se eight 
be allotted to the laluMirers of Eastern Bengal. 

As regards the seats f(U’ women it is right to rest riel the constituen- 
<ues to the munit ipal areas. But it tliey are restricted to Calcutta and 
'Dttcca-cum-Narainganj only, a large body of qualified women voters will 
be debarred frc»m exercising their votes. So the two seats for each 
community should l>e divide<l among a larger number of municipalities 
of Bengal. 

As for the general constituencies time will not permit me to enter 
into the details. But I would like to make it clear that on the proper 
arrangement of constituencies and allotment of seats depends to a very 
great extent the suct^ess or failure of any constitution and that th© 
purimse of even a very g(M)d constitution may he totally frustrated 
if the seats are not ei|uitahly distributed. For instance, there Aay be 
one constituency covering such a big area that comparatively poorer 
esandidates standing from the same may find it altogether beyond their 
means lo tour the whole area and carry their election message to all their 
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voters. On the ether hand, a particular area may be assii^ned more 
setts than its population would warrant. To avoid all these the Govern- 
ment shonld carefully examine the proposals and ascertain the public 
(pinion and then lay it before the Delimitation Committee. 

Though not quite within the province of to-day's discussion, we can- 
not shut our eyes to the great injustice done to Bengal under the 
Communal Award and the subsequent inclusion of the Poona Pact in it. 
By these the Hindus of Bengal liave been reduce<l to political impotence. 
On the other hand, the Muhammadans and the scheduled caste Hindus 
have been given more seats than the}' deserve. In fact, the position of 
the scheduled castes is sucli that I am afraid in most of the constituen- 
cies it will be difficult to get even four candidates for contesting the 
preliminary elections as provided in the J^oona Pact and many stMits will 
go uncontested. The Communal Award has been condemned unequivo- 
cally by the Press and tlie Puhlir ami the trend of opinion geneially is 
this, that under it the working of the administration will not be so 
sm(K»th as it is expected. 

Mr. K. C* RAY CHOWOHURY: The (|uestion of constituencic'' tor 
the eight lulxmr seats in Bengal Lower House was not adequately dis- 
cu8se<l in the IboviiKial Advisory Committee with the result tluit six 
of the eight seats were haphazardly allocated on a territorial l)asis and 
only twf» allotted to Trade Cnions. I raised my humble protest against 
it and urged as strongly as I c<»uld in favour of allotment of at k^a8t six 
seats to Trade Cnion ( onstituencies and two to (Vml and T(*a Labour 
on territorial My motion was lost by a narrow majority of two 

votes — seven voting in my favour and nine against me. The arguments 
advanced against Trade Lnion const ituem ies were that the Trade Union 
movement in Bengal was in its early stage and that the membership 
of Trade Unions is small compared with total numlK‘r of persons 
employed in organised industries. 

The princi[)le of sauce for gander is sam-e for goose was ignored 
when 19 seats were allotted for representatives of Commerce and Industry 
to Organi.sations of t'apital. Kven the Calcutta Trades Association 
compose<l of a luindful of large shopkeepers were granted two stuits, the 
Marwari Association representing a handful of Marw'ari merchants was 
granted a seat and the brand new' Muslim Chamber of Commerce 
hurriedly promoted with a purpose was given a seat. This unjustifiable 
discrimination against lalw)ur must lie revised at all cost. l,et me place 
before you one or two facts about the Trade Union movement in Bengal. 
Here Is the Report on the working of the Indian Trades Union Act for 
the year ending Slst March, 1934, and our Reform Officer Mr. fjilchrist 
was in charge.* The Report says that (he total number of membership 
of 40 Trade Unions which submitted returns for one year was 79,182 



58 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


[14th Am* 

includiii^r 474 females as compared with 29 Trade Unions with a total 
membership of 71,860 in the previous year and it shows an increase of 
about 8 per cent. 

Under head ‘^Expenditure,’^ the Keport says: — The total expenditure 
durin^^ the year amounted to Its. 2,38,271-1. Even if you exclude the 
56 members of the Indian Jute Mills Association — a body of employers 
registered under the Trade Union Act, yet numerical strength viz., 71,000 
Trade Union membership is a positive sign of progress of Trade 
Unionism in Bengal. 

The Boyal ConiTnission on Indian liubour under the Chairmanship 
of late Right Hon’ble Mr. J. 11. Whitley, who made a special study of 
Indian liubour (jiiestion and its relation to tranchise, recommended on 
page 464 of that Report — “If special representation is to be given to 
Industrial Labour, the method which, in our view, is most likely to be 
effective in securing tlie return to tl»e Ia‘gislaturps of the best represen- 
tatives of labour is that of eb*ction by registered Trade Unions. The 
working of this method slioiild also e.xercise an important influence on 
the liealthy d<‘v<‘lopment of Trade Unionism. Where only one seat w^as 
given, the Trade Unions might elect the member — where more than one 
seat was allotted to labour, the Unions could either be grouped for the 
p\irpose in separate constituencies, possibly acc'ording to industries, or 
they ct)ul(l (*lect the members jointly. As regards details, w’e recom- 
mend th(‘ setting in each province of a Special Tribunal to determine 
betor4* each election the weight which should be given to eacli Registered 
Trade Union.” The recominendatnm ol the Royal ( ’oinmission wnich 
g(M's into further details has been correctly (d)served by the Bombay 
Provincial Delimitation (kunmittee and I cannot help (luoting from that 
Report: “After consultation with the (annmissioner of Labour and the 
Representative of Labour who was co-opted by it tor the purpose, the 
Committee finally came to the eonclusion that on the conditions of this 
Presitlene.v special labour con.st itueucics are not jiracticable and that the 
only wav in which representation can be provided is by means of Trade 
Union const it ueneies. The Uonimittee bus ac^-ordingly proposed that 
the seven labour seats .should be as.signed as follows: — (Lizerat Textile 
l^iboui Union I seat, Bombay Uity ami Suburban Textile LalH»ur 
Iliiions 1 seat, Deccan and Karnatack Labour I nion 1 seat, Railway 
Unions 2 seats, RegistorcHl Trade Unions of Swimen, Dock Workers 
and Port Trust Employees 1 seat, and General Trade I nious 1 seat.” 
This Bombay Uonimittee has prescribed the manner of voting and also 
the (jualifieutions of eleidors and candidates. I may tell you that some 
of these Thiions have less than 3(K) members and they were provided 
seats. No one will honestly suggest tliat labour conditions in Bombay 
are different from those in Bengal. In fact, there is overwhelming 
evidence that Territorial laibour Constituencies as suggested by Bengal 
Committee will attract undesirable candidates who have only to square 
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op witi tile sirdars and chai^ffeliieii to ensure success. Members irou 
the Indilua Jute Mills Association will bear me out that the devastating 
Jute Mill strike in 1929 without strong grounds was actually promoted 
with the help of sirdars wlio were well paid by certain speculators of the 
city. It is well known and the Royal Commission has emphasised it 
that most of the sirdars and cliargemen are not honest friends of labour 
under them and it is they who abuse their power over ignorant labour 
to pnunote strikes. This is not so in Europe where overseers and fore- 
men make common cause with men under them. There are indici.iions 
that revolutionaries and so-called communists would get hold of these 
sirdars and use them a.s tlieir ])awn8 in capturing the Territorial laibour 
seats. The notorious strike in lk)wre4ih Jute Mill in 1928 which lasted 
for (i months was ])romoted by Revolutionaries with the help of sirdars. 
It is also possi})le that capitalists and even landlords owning hitstces in 
the mill areas will treat some of these Territorial Tiubour constituencies 
a.s jKX'ket boroughs frustrating the very object tor wiiich these labour 
seats are created. My own suggestion is that at Iwist two seats should 
be given to Tnions of Textile lijibour which is practically the lva(*kbono 
of Bengal Factory Labour numerically and from the jmint of view of 
labour legislations and that two .seats should be given to (General Labour 
Fnions Federation which is the Central Organisation of 14 first class 
Trade Fnions im biding Railways. Water Transport, JVxtile and Print- 
ing Trades have cnndcmiied (b»\ernment pr4iposal for allotmeni of two 
Trade Cnion seats to two particular classes of woikers, viz., Water 
Traiisjuut and Railways, the numerical strength of wliich aecuirding to 
residema* of members in Ib-ng-al is not even the tenth part of the total 
number of industrial workers in Bengal. The resolution of tlie Federa- 
tion jHiblished on page 127 of the pnhlished report of letters ret^eived 
from representatives of different bodies and individuals and it comleinnH 
that imidums distinction favouring Tuid(* Fnions of two imiiicular 
classes of workers, is miscliievous, and urges upon tlu‘ (Government to 
rectit> its proposals and allot these two seals to all the Registered 'I'nide 
Fnions representing all classes of industrial workers. Take the case 
of Railway Fnions in Bengal — Bengal-Nagpur Railway Indian Labour 
Fnion is composed of clerical staff' and small number of manual workers 
and a vast majority of its 14,000 members reside outside Bengal. The 
same remarks apply to Eastern Bengal Railway Indian Eiiiplo.vees’ 
Union wliicdi is jiraetically a Fnion of clerir'al and non-manual traffic 
staff and the Eastern Bengal Railway system covers Beliar and Assam 
a# well. Regarding Watf‘r Transport T’nioii re<'fimmended hy the 
Bengal Committee, over 30, (KM) seamen afloat on ships cannot vote and 
a vast majority of the lascars have their homes in Sylhei in Assam and 
they come to Calcutta to tr>^ for mrasional sea-faring jobs. It must 
also be noted that the lascars are without exception members of the 
Moslem cjomnwinity only. I would, therefore, strotagly urge that the 
two Trade Union seats very kindly and most graciously conceded by the 
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Benffal Committee should jfo to an Electoral College of the members of 
all the Registered Trade Unions. It must also be borne in mind that 
some of these favoured Unions may be cancelled from register or even 
dissolved — what then will happen to the Trade Union seats K If you read ^ 
the Trade Union Report for 198f3-34 you w ill find that names of at least 
ten Unions were removed from the Register including Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway Workers’ Union, (.’alcutta Dock Workers’ Union, Indo-Asiatic 
Seamen’s Committee, Asswiation of Indian Seamen, East Indian Rail- 
way Workers’ Union. Most of these Unions were mushroom Unions or 
owing to (|uarrel among so-called leaders they collapsed, but those 
Unions of at least fj years’ standing and recognised by Government and 
employers for (JolhMitive bargaining should be given special franchise. 

I do hope that the Hammond Delimitation Committee should seriously 
consider the revision of lalM)ur constituencies in Bengal. 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, the (kmucil must be thankful 
to Government for giving them an opportunity of considering this 
question, hut from the (liversity ot the opinions that are being expi^ss- 
ed on the fl(K)r of the House, I am doubtful whether the^e deliberations 
will be of mucli help to the Delimitation Committee. The Hon’ble 
Member who moved this resolution jmlnted out that in discussing this 
(piestion there was no need to o]mmi the communal question. But un- 
fortunately our energies are lading spent to a great extent on the commu- 
nal (piestion. 

Mft DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Why not show a beltei- example by 
abstaining yourself from referring to it*:^ 


Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, it is very dittic ult now' to set a 
good <'xample after the performances of my friends who have spoken 
previous to me. 1 shall not, however, refer to this matter at length, 
but 1 would like only to say a few words to my very esteemed friend, 
Mauivi Syed Nausher Ali, who blamed the whole Moslem community 
for demanding sepaiate cdectorate from the British Government. But, 
8ir, if my friend is a believer in demcH'racy he cannot but admit that 
the whole Moslem community tiemanded separate electonite — well, if it 
not be tlie whide, it is at least a downright fat't that almost the whole 
Muslim community is in favour of separate electorate. So, if demo- 
cracy has any meaning the demand for separate electorate must be 
said to Ih* a democrati<' one and therefore Mauivi Nausher Ali seems 
to he in a micnrseopie minority so far as that question is concerned. 
I do not want to go into the question any further. Regarding the de- 
limitation of constituencieii first of all, I shall deal with the qulstion of 
the distribution of the urban seats. There is no doubt of the fact that 
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some wantage Ims been given to the urban ar^as, both by the Advisory 
Commitl#e and the Government, but it must be admitted that under 
the present constitution so far as the Muslim seats are concerned, 
urban areas do enjoy a weigh tage of 329 per cent, over the rural areas 
and the new proposals are that that weightage should be much reduced. 
It is proposed to be i-educed to 50 per cent. On a strictly population 
basis the urban areas so far as the Muslim i'onstituencies are concerned 
are entitled to only lour seats \vliereas six seats have been given to 
these areas. Therefore since the number of Muhammadan seats has 
been increased from 39 to IIT, it is very difficult to reduce even the six 
urban seats which are now enjoyed by the urbiui areas. From that point 
of view the Provintdal Advisory IVunmittee as well as the Government 
have recoinmeiided that the six Muslim urban seats should be iidained. 
But t;ie question of the distribution of these urban seats has raised 
a good deal of controversy. It will appear tliut the nninicipalities of 
almost the whole of Eastern and Noithern Bengal except Dacca and 
Narayanganj liave been excluded from urban representation and this has 
roused a good deal of indignation amongst the Muslim (‘ommunity. 
WJiatever advantage^ theie may In* in distributing tlu^ urban seats 
as they are proiM)sed to l)e done, I think the <d>jections raiNcd (annot 
Ih* easily brushed abide. It has been suggested to me that even if 
six Muslim seats are all(»tted t<» the urban areas they should be more 
evenly and etjuitably distributed. It has l)een suggested that one 
pos.sible distribution is that instead of two <me seat only should be given 
to Calcutta and tin* five remaining seats should be distributed amongst 
the urban areas of tlo* fixe divisions of the Presidency. This suggestion 
has got l)oth its advantages and disadvantages. One of the disad- 
vantag’cs is that (’ah ulta is ])i‘oposed to be given only one seat. Having 
regard to the ini{K»rtan<'e (d (’ahutta, this seems tr> he a great draw- 
back so far as this suggestion is (onceined. But if all the other muni- 
cipalities of the province ran Ih* represented by this means that is no 
doubt an advantage. The const ituencies will no doubt become very 
large it these seats are distributed throughout the urban ureas of the 
province, but I would beg to submit that in the case of the General— 

I mean the Hindu — neats such has b<*en the case, namely, the Rajshahi 
Division municipalities, the Dacca Division municipalities and the 
Chittagong Division nninicipalities have been given one seat eacih 
80 far us the Hindu urban constituencies are concerned. If that is 
conceded, I think Muslim seats might similarly be distributed, but 
a« I have pointed out one great difficulty nbotjt this suggestion is Cal- 
cutta. 1 think the Delimitation Committee will consider this point 
carefqlly and pay proper heed to the objections raised as well as to the 
proper claims of Calcutta. 

Now, as Ptgards the allotment of the two Muslim women seats there 
has also been a good deal of objection, to the proposals of GoTernment. 
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A» the Hau»e knows, the Provincial Advisory Committee has allotted 
one seat to Calcutta and one seat to Dacca-cum-Narayanganj Mujiici- 
palities. Government has acfjepted this view. Even on the door of^ 
this House objections have been raised on behalf of Chittagong. It had 
been urged why women of Chittagong should be deprived of an opportu- 
nity of l)eing represented in the future T^egislative Assembly of this 
province? Objections have likewise been raised from other municipali- 
ties as well as rural areas. One of the suggestions is that these two 
seats should Ik* allotted to two halves of the whole province. Thus, one 
seat may be allotted to (hilcutta and the Burdw’an and the Presidency 
Divisions, undone seat may be allotted to the remaining three divisions 
of the Presidem y. This suggest ion also has got its advantages as also 
its disadvantages, rhe disadvantage is that the jonstituencies will 
be too large, to the point of being unmanageable, whereas the male 
constituencies would l)e (juite small ones. It is t(K) much to expect of 
our w(»inenfolk who are going to l)e repres(*nted in (he future Tyegislative 
Assembly tor tlie first time that they should be thrown into constituen- 
cies as l)ig as these. I his is no doubt of disadvantage, but I think that 
the number of w(mien v(»ters will not be verv large Therefore, fnun 
that |M)int of view if this suggestion is accej)ted, it will pot be altogether 
impropei’. The advantage will he that this will create a great awaken- 
ing and political conscioiisness among the womenfcdk and the whole 
j)r()vince will take, 1 am sure, a keen interest in the election <»f two of 
our sisters. Therefore, having regard to this advantage I think this 
suggestion shmild be very carefully considered. If it is not possible 
to throw open these two seats t-o the whole province at least they may 
be allotted to the urhun areas of the whole province. In that case the 
pjxiposed division may l>e like this: one seat may he allotted to ( al- 
c\itta and tlie municipalities in the Iluidwan and the Presideiicv Divi- 
sions and tlie other to the muni<‘ipalilies in tlie three other divisions of 
the Presidency. 

Then, Sir, Nawah MuHharruf llosain raised the (jiiestion of Jalpai- 
guri. He said that Jalpuipuri lias lieeii unfairly treated by the Advisory 
Committee. That Committee, he said, lias suggested tliat two seats 
should he taken away from Mymensingh and Comilla and lie given to 
Burdwuii and Midnapore, hut, that curiously enough, the Committee 
has not given even one .Neat to .Talpaiguri, while according to him 
Jal])aiguri is of c(|ual importance with Ilurdwan and Midnapore. He 
supiMirted his claim on ^¥1* scoi*e of weightage. He says that vSome 
weiglitage should he given to <ertain areas. Sir, I am altogethei; against 
any weightage being given amongst rural areas as such. The Muslims 
have got 119 seats under (he new Constitution and why? Because of 
the numerical .strength of their population. But having acquired these 
119 seats on the population Iwsis how can one ask that weightage be 

crivAn tn nrPAn over nibArA ThA nooulation strenfftb sbould be 
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the only bosis. I therefore think that Government have acted wi.^ely 
in not accepting’ the recommendation of the Advisory Committee that 
two seats should be taken away from Mymensingh and Comilla and 

reallotted to Burdwan and Midnapore, re8pe<‘tively. That would 
have been ver>' unfair. 

As i-egards Bankura, it stands on quite a <bffereiit footing. Strictly 
speaking, on the population basis that district is not entitled to even 
one seat, hut it was considered proper that at least one seat should be 
given to Bankura and that principle has hetui practically followed in 
the case of Jalpaigiiri also. Sir, tlie complaint of Nawab Musliarruf 
Hosain is that Darjeeling has been tac-ked on to Jalpaiguri. But if the 
population of Darjeeling i^ kept in view, 1 think it will he found that 
Jalpaiguri will l)e the principal ac tor in the- field and the Darjeeling 
Mussalmans will only play a second fiddle* in the whole show. 

Sir, 1 do lu^t want to say much about the chorus ol ohjec’tion that 
has been raised against the one seat that i.s pro|Hised to be allcHtcd to 
the Moslem Chaniher of (V»mnic*rce. The cdiorus is only on the one side 
as is whispeied by my lc‘uder Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin. 1 do not 
know what tliis kind of objection will come to. If all the Hindu 
meinl)ers of (he* ('(Uiiicil say that it is unfair to give one seat to the 
Moslem Chamber of (\nninc*rce and the? Moslem members say that it is 
veiy fair and projH*r lo give* cqie seat to tliat lx)dy, 1 think it will 
he ot no avail to tlie Delimitation Committee. Tlie reasons that have 
been advanced against the granting of one st*at to the Moslem Chamber 
of ('ommene to my mind are not at all tenable. 1 bc*g to submit, 
Sir, that in this country tlie communal piini i])le has been accepted not 
only in purely pcditnal Isidies Imt also in municipal Isidies, as in the 
case of the latter some seats liave been reserved for tli(» minority com- 
munities although no jKditical considerations generally crop up in the 
management of municii>alities. Still it has been found necessary for 
this Council to reserve- seats bo minority communities in those bodies. 
Then what i^ the objection to this proposal that one seat should be 
given to the Moslem (,'hainlK*r of Commene? If we look to the vedume 
of frade (hat (*ontrolled and managed by the members of the Mos- 
lem ChumlH*r of Commerce it will l>e seen that the one seat that has 
been given to them is altogether inadei|uate. 

(At this stage the ineml)er, having reached the tinicvlimit, had to 
resume his seat.) 


Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY: Sir, it is rather unchari- 
table 6) say anything against this Delimitation Committee, but one 
tking that I want to point out is this. The Hon’ble the Home Mem- 
ber in the course of bis speech stated that this was practically a Com- 
mittee of the House. There may l>e some misconception on that point. 
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It ought to be made clear that this Committee is not a Committee 
of the Bengal liOgislative Council; it was not appointed by the Bengal 
Legislative Council. And, Sir, to say that it has the authority of a 
Select Committee of the Bengal liegislative Council would be whoUyii*- 
unjustified. It was a Committee appointed by the Bengal Government 
and it was an unrepresentative Committee (A voice: Not at all), 
l)ec 4 iu»e it consisted of the nominees of the Bengal Government — ^pedple 
who would in most cases echo their masters* voice and practicallj; 
ditto the suggestions of Die Bengal Government. It has placed a 
Report l>efore the people as well as the Parliamentarj^ Committee which 
goes by the name of the Repoil of the Advisory Committee, but in all 
essential asjiecits it practically represents the views of the Bengal Gov- 
ernment. That is a jKiint which ought to be made clear, and it ought " 
to l>e empliasised that the recommendations of this committee cany 
very little weight with the people of the jirovince. Sir, it was appoint- 
ed we do not know when — at any rate it was not announced to the pub- 
lie. Well, Sir, while we know that the Provincial Advisory Commit- 
tees on deliinitution are now appointed in different provinces, we find i 
from this Report that the Bengal Committee was appointed so early 
as l{ld2. Perhaps the appointment was known only to the members of 
the Bengal Ix^gisbitive Ckmncil ; the |)eople had no information on that 
subject. It is ijiiite ^^mssible that tins Committee asked for the opinions 
of a few associations, but they did not call for the opinions of the pub- 
lic on any iiuestion or on any primdple. From the Report we do not 
find what were the teims of reference to this particular Committee. 
Generally, when a Ck)mmittee is ap])ointcd, it appointed with the 
authority of the Bengal Government and generally a resolution is 
published in wlii('h the terms of i-eferem e are stated. We find nothing 
of that sort here. The resolution appointing this Committee does not 
find a place anywhere either in this Report or in the Memorandum 
issued by the Bengal Oovennnent containing their own proposals. Sir, 
there is one significant passage in the report and it is to this effect: 
*‘The Committw was ap]>ointed for the sole purpose of advising on the 
delimitation of constituencies on the basis of the Communal Decision 
as amended later by the P(Muia Pact. Qiiestions connected with electo- 
ral qualifications, the allocation of special commerce seats as between 
Europeans and Indians and the definition of the depiessed classee were 
outside the reference of the ('ommittee.** 


In view of this statement in the ReiK>rt all the criticisms which 
have l)epn made in this House about the allotment of a large number of ; 
seats to European (ommerce are entirely irrelevant, because tbe Com- 
mittee bad no option in the matter. They were bound by the 4|pcbioii 
of Government in the matter not only in this case but as we procerf . 
further through the Report we find that their hands were tied V otliir* 
instructions of Government. There is, for instance, the quwtilni oC * 
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the aUotlMnt of cme seat for the Hillman of Darjeeling. Perhaps I do 
not knoir hpw this instruction was communicated to this Committee, 
hut we iipd that it is the intention of the Bengal Government that 
seat should be reserved for these Hillmen. So, so far as the 
gmieral Hindu seats were concerned they had to distribute 29 seats 
amongst the different constituencies in this provincje. On going 
through this Report I find that this Committee had very little work 
to do. Practically the broad principles were settled by others, 
and the work they had to do could have been, 1 think, done efficiently 
and effectively by a competent Head Assistant of any Department 
of the Bengal Secretariat. I do not understand why for this matter 
the Advisory Committee worked for a period of 2 to d months and 
they had 14-15 sittings and I understand they are going to have another 
sitting in the near future. The only thing that they have decided is 
the matter of the distribution of five comiuendal seats among six Indian 
commercial bodies. That is the only point they were called upon 
to decide and the other principles were de<‘ided for them by the autho- 
rities, c.rf/., the question of weightage for the urban areas, the question 
of the allotment of seats to Moslems, the (|uestion of the allotment of 
seats to the two rniversities were practically more or less settled by 
the Franchise (\»mniittee and this Committee had practically to carry 
out their ordei’s. Even within the limited scope they had to work I 
am constrained t(> say that they did not do their work properly. I think 
it was their duty to call for local public opinion. On this Committee 
there was not a single person from ^orth Bengal representing the 
North liengal districts. Naturally, ue find the astounding suggestion 
ma<le in this Ileport that there is no representation sejmrately for the 
district of Malda When I read this Report in the newspapers it 
practically took my breath away. Well, Sir, fancy this Committee 
pnipose to take away a seat from a district which it now enjoys under 
the present Constitution. If this Advisory Committee had worked 
in the pioper spirit, if they hud invited the opinion of the local people, 
they would never liave made such an absurd suggestion. They have 
allotted two seats jointly for the districts <»f RajHbahi and Malda and 
one seat for the scheduled castes fc^r IkiIIi the districts, I want to 
submit, Sir, that these two-seat cruistituencies are not at all desirable, 
plural const it uen«ie«. as they are commonly known should he avoided 
as far as fwasible. But I am glad, Sir, that in the Memorandtirn issued 
by the Beugal (lovernment containing their own proposals they have 
differed from the view's of the Committee on this point. As I am 
^Id whenever there is a difference of opinion between an Advisory 
Committee and the Bengal Govenimept, the Central Enquiry Commit- 
tee called upon to give their decision in the matter. I submit 
ibat the view of the Bengal Government in this case should prevail. 
.11 is in accordance with the wishes of the people. I may tell yon, 
Bir, Uiat on ascertaining the views of my constituency on this matter 
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after the publication of the Report of the Advisory Onunittee, I find 
that the feeling i» very much against the euggestion of tiiat Committee 
on this point and the people accept with acclamation the suggestion 
of the Bengal Government. Sir, this is one the very few occasitman 
when I find myself in accord with the views of the Bengal Government 
and I congratulate myself as well as the Bengal Government on this 
unexpected unanimity of views amongst us. 

There is one other point in this connection which I would like 
to submit is this. In the Government proposal we find that the schedul- 
ed castes in the district of Rajshahi are not to have even a single' 
seat. That w'ould l)e very unfair to the people of scheduled castes of 
the district of Rajshahi, and I think there ought to be some provision 
by which they should get representation. Sir, it is quite unnecessary 
to deal willi other suggestions because some of them have been already 
dealt with by people interesied in the particular constituency, and there 
has been a sfirt of general discussion as i-egards (‘ommunal interests 
which does not help us in the least. Our feeling in this connec'tion 
is more or less that it is time to accept the suggestions of the Govern- 
ment of India in the matter, and to leave everything to the future. 
We have expressed our views more thaji once on this question of broad 
principles, and we know that the Government is determined to go their 
own way in spite of our w'arnings, and perhaps it is for the future 
to unfold the conse()uence8 of the policy of the Government in the 
matter. Sf) fur as the Hindus of Bengal are concerned, I practically 
e('ho the voice of tlie i>eople, when 1 say that these details leave them 
<*old. They are not intereHte<l in these matters. They feel in their 
heart of hearts that the policy of tlm Government of India, and the 
policy they are following, will make them lose all faith in the constitu- 
tional system of Government and in constitutional reforms. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The debate will be 
resumed to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Couiu il was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Thursday, the 15th 
August, 1935, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



Pl'nrniijlngi ol the Bengel LegitlatiTe Ce m i ci l utembled under 
the proririone of the GoTenunent of Indie Act. 

iHK Council met i« the Council ('hamber in the Council Houm, 
Calcutta, on Thursday, the loth August, 19.‘15, at 3 p.ni. 


Prasant: 

jar. X rrsident (the Hon’ble R^ija Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Ohowdhury, of Kautosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
ihe Executive (’ouncil, the three Ministers and nominated and 
elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwera were giTon) 


Rural uplift grant for education. 

•41. Mr. 8« M. BOSE: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Education l)e|>arlment 1 k^ pleased to state — 

(i) whether any, and if so, what amount from the Rural Develop- 
ment (iraut from the (Government of India has been allocated 
for eflucation; 

(it) how he pn>iK>ses to spend the money so allotted; 

(iii) whether any, and if so, what amount is to be spent from this 
money for expansion of women’s primary edu(^tioii in 
villages; and 

(tr) whether any, and if so, what amount has been allotted for the 
training of women teachers for village schools P 


MINISTER in eliarge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hentlle Khan Bahadur M. Aziail Haqiia)t The menil)er is referred to 
the special motion to he moved by the Hon1)le the Finance Member 
daring the present session of the Council. 
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KafiMi-Tangtil Roid. 

M2. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFai! (a) Will iha^ 
Hoa'ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Gove minent Department 
he pleased to state whether there is any proposal for completing the 
Kalihati-Tangail portion of the Mymensingh-Tangail Iload in the near 
future? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state further — 

(?) the precise time, if any, for undertaking the said work; 

(ii) the time estimated to he taken for the completion of the woih; 

(in) the estimated cost thereof; and 

(iv) the nature of works to he done, viz,, bridging, earthwork, 
metalling, etc.? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state — 

(t) whetlier there is any proposal for not constructing the afore- 
said ivortion of the road along the Distiict Board Hoad 
existing between Kalihati and Tangail via Ellenga ; and 

(ii) whether there is any proposal for constimcting the said road 
anew along some available portion of what is known as 
Mymensingh-Tangail District Board Track via Deopara, 
Kuturia, Serail, Gopalpur, Gurancha, etc.? 


MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’ble Sir Biloy Prasad Singh Roy): {a) Yes. On the 
ttdvi('e of tin* Ibnvincial Board of Communications and with the 
approval of the Government of India the sclieme for the construction 
of bridges and culverts on the Kalihati-Tangail portion of the Mymen- 
aiugh-Tangail Hoad has been included in the setond quinquennial 
programme. 

( b ) (t), (ii) and (ic) The preliminary work of surveying the road 
has been sanctioned and is in progivss. The information asked for 
cannot be furnished until the survey is completed. 

(h) (in) The detailed estimate has not yet been prepared; the 
estimated ('ost is Es. 5 lakhs. 

(c) (t) and (m) Nothing has been decided yet about the route. 
Alternative lines to the present District Board Road between Kalihati 
and Tangail will he considered after the survey is completed. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(aanrart to wbich were lekl oa die toUe) 

Daulatpur Hindu Aoadtmy. 

24. Maulvi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Miniator in charge of the Education Department be pleased to sinta 
whether it is a fact that a huge sum out of the income of the Syedpur 
Mobsin Estate is spent to pndect the Daulatpur Hindu Academy from 
erosion by the river? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether the Daulati)ur College has any Persian or Arabic 
Professor; and 

(ji> whether the authorities of that College allow Muslim students 
to have classes in Arabic and Persian within the College 
compound? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, what are the reasons? 


TN Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUEs (a) No; it is 

not a fact. 

(b) (i) and (ii) No. 

(c) The C(dlege is not affiliated in either Persian or Arabic. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: W^ill the Hoirble Minister t>e 
pleased to state w'hether any grant is made from the Syedpur Mohsin 
estate to local bodies? 


Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I have no infor* 
mation on the subject. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that more than 
Bs. 4,000 has been spent from the fund on this erosion? 


Tte Maieiit KhM MiaAir M. AZIZUL HAQUIt I have no infor> 
mation, hnt I shall make enquiries into the matter. 
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MtiMMfit KaniMigM. 

M. Mr. W. H- THOMPSON: {a) Will the Hon^ble Member 
ch&Tge of the Bevenue Department be pleased to state whether adminie- 
trative sanction was accorded in 1931 to a scheme for making the service 
of Settlement Kanungos permanent and pensionable? 

(b) Is it a fact that the stdieme has not been carried into effect 
owing to financial stringency? 

(c) Is it a fact that the service is not likely to continue permanently 
on a similar scale as during the last 25 years? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the alternative scheme of a retiring gratuity to these officers 
to the amount of one month’s pay for every year of service? 

(e) Is it a fact that such a scheme would cost not more than half 
the pension scheme? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of consulting 
the representatives of the Settlement Kaniingos in this connection? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’hle 
Sir Brcjendra Lai Mitter): (a) and (h) A scheme for making these 
Kanungos’ Service permanent and giving them part-pensions was 
administratively approved in 1931, but w^as not given effect to owing 
to financial stringency. 

(c) This will depend upon decisions which have not yet been 
reached. 

(d) and (e) Do not arise. 

(/) No. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: With regard to 
answer (c), will the Hon’hle Member he pleased to state w’hat are the 
problems on the decision of whi<di thi** qiiCvStion will depend? 

The Hon'ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: Mainly resettle* 
ment. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it not a fact 

that many of the Kauungos who have had 25 years’ service or more will 
be incapacitated for future service, and as such, if they are thrown out 
of employment without any pension or gratuity, they will be in great 
distress? 
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n§ Sir BROJEMDRA LAL MITTER: I am afraid, Sir, 

if what the hon^ble member says happens, the result will be inevitable. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Considering that 
this matter was administratively nppmved so far back as in 1931, and 
that it is a real case of hardship for a body of Government servants who 
are really hard-worked, will the Government reconsider the matter and 
try to save them from being thrown out of employment? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: As I have iiuswer> 
ed, it is financial stringency which is responsible for 'this unfortunate 
state of things, and T am afraid it l*^ not possible to hold out any hopes 
until the finamvs of Government improve. 


Netrakona civil courts. 

26. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware — 

(i) that the civil courts at Netrakona in Mymensingh are accom- 
modated in that( bed buildings and are situated at a distance 
of about a mile from the subdivisional courts and the 
treasuiy ; 

(/V) that a site has been selected near the criminal courts in the 
sub-treasury for the erection of masonry structures for the 
acconuiKKlation of tlie civil courts; and 

(ih) that reiently some shops within the comiK)und of the civil 
courts took fire and the thatched court, buildings were saved 
with great difficulty? 

(h) Do the Government intend taking up the construction of the 
proposed new buildings for civil courts near the criminal courts at an 
early date? If so, when? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
fir Bro)endra Lai Mitter): («) (i) The courts are in thatched buildings 
but at a distance of less than half a mile frr»in the subdivisional courts 
and the treasury'. 

(ti) Yes. 

(til) A house near the court buildings caught fire on the 28th 
February last, hut the fire was extinguished immediately. 

(6) This is engaging the serious attention of Oovemment. 
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SPECIAL MOTIONS. 

(The Council resumed discussion on the special motion 
section 78A on the delimitation of constituencies.) 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, the report of 
the Provincial Delimitation Committee and the recommendations of 
Government thereon liave evoked a considerable amount of criticism 
in this House, as has been evinced in the speeches that were delivered 
yesterday. Most of these criticisms were irrelevant, and I do not think 
tliat it is necessary for us to touch all the points raised in those speeches. 

I should, iiowever, like to refer to only one or two important points 
raised in the debate. It can never be expected, Sir, that the distribu- 
tion of seats made by the Committee ivould f?ive satisfaction to all 
concerned. It is like what the Persians say, ^'Eknnar o sad heamaE* 
which means that one pomegranate (‘annot be distributed among 100 
patients. ^Mr. P. C. Ctuttkiuke :This is quite irrelevant). Sir, the 
distribution had to be mode in water-tight compartments, and the basis 
of the distribution was the Communal Award whi(‘h has not satisfied 
all. Above all, the powers of the Committee were limited by instruc- 
tions issued to them. Taking all things into consideration, I venture 
to claim that the work done by my 0)minittee was after all very satis- 
factory. (Mr. Ananda Mohan Pohdar: My Committee! — what Com- 
mittee do you meany) T mean the Advisoiy Committee. The recom- 
mendations of that (Committee were, to my mind, as fair and just as 
they could be, and that it was so was confirmed by the fact that Govern- 
ment has accepted almost all the recommendations of the Committee. 

Sir, most of the previous speakers have referred, 1 think, very 
irrelevantly to the Communal Award and other allied matters, and I do 
not wish to do so except to express my disapprobation and the disappro- 
bation of the entire Muslim community on the remarks made by Maulvi 
Hausber AU on the vexed question of joint vemut separate electorate. 
One who has some knowledge of the Government of India Act and its 
passage through the Parliament and is not unnecessarily perverse, 
knows that the (luestiou of electorate was finally settled 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But you are now coming to the irrelevant 
portions. 

Khtn BahMittr MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: No, Sir. What 
does the expression “finally settled for the present” meanP It meant 
that the question has been settled for the present, and it is abeolutely 
futile to discuss the question now. The remarks of MauM Nausher 
Ali, therefore, came to us as a matter of eurprite, and may I remind 
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Mm* a$ Mm been done already by Mnulvi Tamixuddin SJian, that he 
cannot idTOcate democracy and at the same tiy' to force his own opinion 
against the will of the majority. 

Then, Sir, two other matters loomed large in the speeches made 
yesterday, and they are the alhw ation of seats Mtween the uitban and 
rural areas, and the allotment of one seat to the Muslim Chamber of 
Commerce. The Muslim Chamber of Commerce has been attacked by 
nearly eveiy Hindu member of this H<»use, and I regret to say that the 
unkindest cut was inflicted from the most unexpected quarters — I mean 
by the Maharaja Bahadur of Kosimbaear. Whatever reasons might 
have been given by the previous speakers, the mentality umlerlying 
their attack was obvious. It is this political psychcdogy among certain 
sections of Indians that justifies the demand for separate electorate by 
the Muslims and the scheduled castes, and it is a mentality which is a 
standing menace to the full realisation of our jwlitical aspirations. 
While Mr. Poddar not only justified but demanded more i-epresentation 
for the Bengal Muhajan Sablui, while the Maharaja Bahadur of Kosim- 
bazar expresses jubilation over the allotment of two seats tc) his Bengal 
National Chamber of Commerce, they all appear to Iw aggrieved 
because the Muslim (’hainber of Commerce has been given one seat. 
The Mahajan Sabha, as the name signifies, is an assmdation of big 
money-lenders. (A vok e : (Vrtainly not — a deliberate misrepresenta- 
tion.) They do not hold any very important jmsitions in trade and 
commerce, but most of them are big landlords and are also I'epresented 
on the Landlords’ Association. (Question.) They cun, therefore, come 
through such closed constituencies as well as through any ordinary rural 
constituemies. If the money-lenders can claim a seat for Commerce 
and Trade, the }K>rrowers of money ought to have a s<*at or more from 
that field, because they can both claim to form part of the same trade. 
In the same way, Sir, although the Bengal National Chamber of (^)m- 
merce represents trade and commerce in a very small degree, und its 
commercial interest is almost negligible and cannot bear any com- 
parison with that of the Marwari Association, much less with that of 
the Muslim ChamWr of Omnnerce (bear! hear!), it has got representa- 
tion from trade and commerce constituencies. This (Chamber consists 
of and is dominated by politicians who are big guns in the sphere of 
politics and can afford to come from general ('nnstituencies as well, but 
they have l)een given special seats. On the other hand. Sir, the Muslim 
Chamber of Commerce occupies a unique position in the commercial 
world. There is not a single item in the export and import trade of the 
province in which members of this Chamber are not interested. They 
hold the first position in the export trade of commodities such as mw 
and manufactured jute, rice and paddy, shellac, tea, hides and skins, 
and in the matter of import trade, they are not less conspicuous in 
imfiorting salt, sugar, white oils, glass wares, fancy goods, etc., and 
they are also interested aa industrial manufacturers of jute fabrics* 
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soap, sugar and a variety of other goods. I have here a state- 
ment which shows that the percentage of Muslim merchants' share in 
the export and import trade is considerably larger than that of any 
other Chamber. (Question.) For instance, in the matter of export 
trade in shellac the Muslim Chamber’s share is 58*5 per cent. ; in jute 
it is (>G per cent., in paddy 71 per cent. ; in (;ow and buffalo hides 100 per 
cent., in skins 90 per cent., in reptile skins 87 per cent. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: What aW human skin? 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: That is the 
monojK)ly of the Hindu Muhajan Sabha. On the import side, this 
Chamber represents per cent, of the trade in salt, 60 per cent, in 
sugar, 90 per cent, in vegetable products, 90 j>er cent, in white oil; 
and 90 per cent, in fruit. This Cluiml>er also controls 75 per cent, of 
the coastal trade of Bengal and of India, and in that (!onnection consign- 
ments of goods to the extent of over 15 lakhs <tf tons are sent out 
annually. (A voice: But are they Bengalis or Delhiwalas?). They 
are Bengalis (Question). Sir, the pea^intry and the lalbour in Bengal, 
who are really the producers of wealth, and on whom depends the 
prosperity of trade and commerce, are overwhelmingly Muslim, and the 
Muslim merchants by virtue of their affinity with the Muslim popula- 
tion of Bengal and of the largest share in the trade and commerce of 
the province, ought to get a larger representation than has actually 
Vieen given to them. It has been .said that the Muslim merchants are 
non-Bengalis, and that their mother tongue is not Bengali. It may be 
that the mother tongue of many of them is not Bengali, but to say that 
they are not Bengalis w'ill not he a statement of fact. They have 
settled in Bengal; they ow'n properties here; they live with their 
families in Bengal, and as such, they have a stake in the country quite 
as much as, if not more, any other Bengali. As regards their mother 
tongue, it may as well be said that the mother tongue of a considerable 
proportion of the Muslim population of Dacca and elsewhere is not 
Bengali, but can you on that score disenfranchise them? It has also 
been said that the Muslim Chamber of (Commerce is only a baby 
Chamber born very recently and that with the purpose of securing 
political rights. It is not true. This Muslim Cham.I>er w'as established 
first some years ago, but it died of inanition and was revived by the 
awakening of the ]H)litical (‘on.sciousness of the pei>ple. (A voice: 
Would you please mention the year?) 

Mr. B. 0. CHATTERilEE: By the Communal Award. 

Khiii Bahidiir MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN S But even suppoe- 
ing tliat it waa lureated very recently, I do not think there wm any 
ground to justify the criticisms that it cmnnoi get representation in the 
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legislatiti assemblies. The point for consideration is whether that 
body doei or does not represent the commerce and trade of the province 
in an appreciable degrree, and if the answer is in the affirmative, their 
claims to representation cannot obviously be ignored. 

Coming to the other point, Sir, I mean the allocation of seate 
between the urban and rural areas, some of the Calcutta members with 
their narrow political ideas (hear ! hear ! and laughter) have complained 
that Calcutta ought to have got a larger representation. Sir, they 
forget that they themselves exist on the support and sustenance which 
they derive from the rural areas. As a matter of fact, Sir, the weight- 
age which the urban areas have got is quite considerable. On the other 
hand, I should like to remind the House that although the actual 
number of seats allotted to Calcutta is by no means inadequate, that 
number at the same time does not actually i-epresent Cah utta’s share. 
As a matter of fact, Calcutta has got 27, and not four, seats, as the 
seats for Trade and Commerce, including European (kimmerce, and the 
seats for women will all l>e captured by the people of Calcutta who will 
certainly espouse Calcutta’s interest. Therefore, there is nothing to 
grumble at on this .score. Rai Sahib S. X. Dus^K) has Munplained 
that Dacca has been badly treated. There also, I think, his complaint 
is not justified, and there is absolutely no reason 

(At this stage, the meml>er having reached the time-limit, had t<) 
resume his seat.) 


Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM* Sir, the first thing that 1 should like to 
refer to is the (piestion of weightage given to urluan constituemues. I 
agree with wliat has been given expression to by Khan Bahadur 
Momin. The Nation dwells in the village, and in the Nation’s 
Parliament, tlie Nation should be properly represented. I cannot, 
therefore, understand why the urlmn areas should l)e given any weight- 
age at all. Why is it that they claim some weightageP One reason 
might be that influential and cultured pe<iple of the land live in 
urban areas, and that in their interest some more urluin seats should be 
provided for than is legitimately their due. But what hapi>ens in 
Great Britain? In Great Britain, great men and famous men travel 
distances to have a c-onstituency. Being Englishmen themselves, 
Mr. Gladstone and Lord Oxford, as Mr. Asfjuiih, selected Scottish 
constituencies and represented them. And I cannot understand why 
influential people in urban areas here sliould not go out to rural areas, 
selw't their (Huistituencies, appeal to them and get themselves returned 
through such constituencies to the Nation’s Parliament. 1 cannot see 
any reason why weightage should be given to urban areas. 

Then, Sir, — and I am now speaking from the Muilim point of view, — 
Ifualiiii population in the whole urban area of Bengal has been given 
aix seats, but in allocating these seats c^tain urban areas have bean 



76 


SPECIAL MOnOIf. 


[ 16 th Am^ 


•Itogether excluded. I wieh to refer to my owa district of Klii^a 
and to our sister district Jessore. These two districts have got three 
municipalities each, and these municipalities have been altogether 
ignored in the matter of urban representation, and I cannot understand 
on what principle this has been done. So far as the general urban 
constituencies are concerned, Khulna and Jessore Municipalities have 
been taken into account, but so far as Muslim urban seata are 
concerned, Jessore and Khulna have been altogether left out. I cannot 
understand why Jessore and Khulna should Ibe left out of account in the 
matter of allotment of Muslim url>an seats to different areas. I strongly 
suggest, Sir, that the municipalities of these districts should be 
represented along with the Sadar, Baraset and Bashirhat municipalities 
of the 24-ParganaH. 

Then, Sir, there is another important point to be taken into con- 
sideration. I find that the district of Jessore was entitled to 4*29 seats 
and Khulna to d*dO, but Jessore has been given four and Khulna three 
seats. On the other hand. Sir, Nadia l>eing entitled to d*5 seats has 
been given four more than its due — and Murshidabad entitled to d*08 
seats has been given three seats. Nadia and Murshidabad have, there- 
fore, nothing to grumble at. 

Then, Sir, in regard to seats allotted to the Upper Chamber I would 
refer the members of the Council to the Government Memorandum on 
the pr(»pos 4 ils of the delimitation of constituencies. It will be seen from 
juige 2d that the district of Dacca has been specially favoured. I do 
not (»f course mean t<j suggest by my reference to Dacca that the Chair- 
man (»f the Delimitation ('ouiinittee — himself a very influential man of 
Dacca — favoured his own district a!bove all others deliberately — that 
is fur fT(»m my mind— but I simply want to state that Du<*ca appears to 
have been specually favoured by Government. We find that Manikganj 
and Sadar subdivisions of the Dacca district have a population of 
l,119,ti(ll, and it has been allotted one Muslim seat in the Upper 
Chaml)er of BengaTs Parliament; Narayanganj and Munshiganj con- 
taining u Muslim ]M»pulatio!i of 1,14U,2(>7, have been given one seat. 
Tb ese subdivisions of Dacca having a Muslim population of 2,259,928 
get two fwmts. In the ca.se of the district of the 24-Pargana8, e.\eluding 
the municipal and cantonment areas, and Jessore and Khulna which 
have a ]M)pulation of 2,021,121, they have been given only one seat, 
I ask. I seriously ask. on what principle can you defend these alloca- 
tions}' It has Wn said that the seats have been allocated on the basis 
of jHipulution, but is it not a glaring and indefensible case of inequality 
and injustice}* 1 lio not know on what principle Government and the 
Delimitatiiin C\miimttee will defend this. 

Then, Sir, in the matter of the allotment of Muslim femala seats, 
Dacca and Calcutta have been given special preference. It w, perhapi, 
not known to the Council that of all the districts J essore can alone claim 
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tkiti it l4i retumed a Muslim woman Commissioner at a general munici* 
pal electi^, but in the matter of allotting the Muslim female seats, the 
claims oif Jessore have ibeen altogether ignored — that is a slur on 
dessore wiiich Jessore does not deserve. 

Sir, I notice also that the district of Dacca has been specially 
favoured in more ways than one. In the matter of distribution of seats, 
it is inevitable that there must be some mutual jealousies between the 
districts, but Government have got to defend the distributions they 
have made. I notice that the Sadar, Netrokona and Kishoreganj sub- 
divisions of Mymensingh contain between themselves a Muslim popula- 
tion of 2,317,325 which is more than the whole jmpulation of the 
Dacca district, but they have Wen given only one seat. What is the 
answer to that? I hope these iuecjualities will be placed before the 
Delimitation Committee that is c'oming to review these things. Maulvi 
Nausher AH said that all Moslems are not for separate electorates. 1 
do not agree with him. Moslems as a community ask for separate 
electorate and separate electorate is under pre.sent (‘onditions a necessity, 
whatever may be said to the contrary by a stray man here and a stray 
man there. I find also much to my regret that sj>eal\er after spmker 
on thi.s side of the House are falling foul of the Muslim ('hamber of 
Commerce. It was said that tlie ('hamber w’as lK)rn overnight. Many 
things are born overnight <m the face of this earth and that may liave 
happened in the case of the Moslem (diamber of (^/ommerce under the 
stress of necessity. Why should any .stigma attach to it on that 
account? Many things under the stre.ss of necessity are hurriedly 
brought into this world. The need f<>r a Muslim (Ummber was there; 
the materials were there; why it should be found fault wdth I do not 
understand. It is an unfortunate fact that this country is a (om- 
niunity and caste-ridden one. Among the Hindus there are many 
castes and innumerable sub-castes and if a member of one caste bmches 
another he is polluted; tliese things do prevail in this ciuintry. As 
statesmen taking m>te of real facts you sliould face ihese facts and try 
slowly to get rid of them and n<>t simply sleep over them and be blind. 
That is not the way to meet the situation. In course of time every 
patriotic man should desire communal and caste differences to disappear, 
hut as practical men we should take note of things that for the time 
being exist. That is practical statesmanship. If you cun federate a 
Marwari Chamlier of Commerce, it you can tolerate a British Chamber 
of Commerce, why should you not tolerate a Muslim (,’hamher of Com- 
merce, why should you fall foul of the Moslem CharnWr of (Jommerce? 
We Muslims cannot hut resent this attitude of unreasoning hostility 
to the Muslim Chamber. Sir, I have no other oWrvations to make. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASUS Sir, I shall conBne my remarks 
to the words of the resolution moved by the ITon'ble Home Member. 
I shidl not try to fall foul of the schedule to the Government of India 
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Act. It ifl not necessary to refer to the history or lie necessity of tliat 
schedule or otherwise. I shall confine my remarks to the delimitation, 
of constituencies as proposed by the Provincial Advisory Committee 
and the memorandum in which tlie Bengal Government give their views. 

I propose to deal not only with the subjects dealt with by previous 
speakers, namely, the allocation of seats between urban and rural opnsti> 
tuencies and the allocation of seats to the Indian commercial body, but I 
shall also try to deal with some of the actual delimitations made by 
the Government in their memorandum of the urban seats as well as 
of the rural seats. I shall certainly in my remarks on the allocation 
of seats excepting as to the Indian Commercial seats, confine 
myself to the (luestion of the general seats. Sir, it has been 
said that there is no justification for making any distinction 
between urban and rural population in the niatt**r oi their representation 
in the Legislature. T beg to differ. I submit, Sir, that you have got 
to take the conditions of thing.s as they are and if it is iifnessary to give 
a certain weightage to the urhun population in any particular division 
we have got to give it. That is the hroad view vvln« h is not mine only, 
hut that is the view which has been shared hy the Simon Committee, 
which has heen shared hy the Government of Bcuigal in tljeir notes to 
the Simon Committee and which has heen shartnl })v the Indian Fran- 
chise ('ommittee and lastly in the letter written hy the Secretary of 
State to Sir Laurie Hammond, President of the Delimitation Committee, 
expression has been given to that idea. I need hardly tell you that the 
importance and reasonableness of the balance between representation 
of town and country was stresvsed by the Indian Franchise Committee. 

I need hardly tell you that in the Secretary of State’s letter to Sir 
Laurie Hammond it has been said that full weight should be given to 
differences in provincial conditions. T need hardly remind the House 
that so far as Bengal is wncerned most of the thinking, intelligent and 
politically minded population, both Hindu and Muhammadan, are 
congregated in the town. 

Ktiail Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: That is a tragedy. 

Mfi NARENDRA KUMAR BA8US My friend Khan Bahadur 
M. A. Momin says tlmt is a. tragedy. But, Sir, he is one who is adding 
to that tragedy knowing tlnit it is a tragedy and the people of Noakhali 
knowing that the tragic figure of Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin is going 
to settle ill Calcutta have pitched upon him as their representative even 
in this l^egi.slative Council, Well, Sir, you cannot have it both ways. 
Your men of light and leading in both communities do congregate in 
towns; it might be a tragedy; it might be a comedy or it might be a 
serio-coraedy but that is the state of things to which you have got to 
submit. The Government of Bengal in their memorandum say thattbo 
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weiglita^^der tke present constitution in favour of urban and muni- 
cipal ar«ii is very heavy — it is 116 in the case of non-Muhammadans 
and 329 in the case of Muhammadans — they are absolutely wrong. 
The weightage is nothing like that. I shall demonstrate that in half 
a second. If you take the number of the voting strength of urban and 
rural areas you will find at once that whereas the total numl>er of voters 
in urban areas (I am talking of non-Muhammadans) is L>'1,954, the 
total number of voters in rural areas is 469/)66. The percentage of 
voters in urban areas is 24 *7 whereas the percentage of voters in lural 
areas is 75 The proportion of urban seats to rural seats in the present 
Council is 20 out of 80. That is to say, the over-representation of urltan 
voters is about 1*2 times. That is all, and that is plain to everybody. 
Unless you take the population below 20 those who have no vote and 
the rest of the population y(Hi cannot take the weightage as big as 
the (Government of Bengal seem to do. Then. Sir, says the (Government 
“the Local (Government however are im]»rps8ed by the objections to 
reducing the weightage of urban representation in respect of those areas 
which have urban constituencies under the present constitution.” Let 
US see how they are respecting that intention of theirs. In the prescmt 
Council Calcutta has got (> out (d 4(» elected non-Muhammadan repre- 
sentatives — that is ul»out Id per cent. If the number given to (hilcutta 
were 6 out of the 78 given in the new constitution, the percentage 
would lune been 7 *(>. But (toveniment have made it 4 out of 78. Is 
not that reduction, Sir, both horizontal aw well as vertiealy Is not the 
representation of (hihutta absolutely (oit down from the very small 
percentage that it was to an almost infinitesimal proportion? Then, 
Sir, if you take the figures of population given in this Oovernment 
memorandum you will find that the average population for an urban 
Muhammadan seat is about 98,iMMl. Well, Sir, under the (Government 
proposal the average population of a general urban seat is 220, (KK). 


Btbll AMULYADHAN RAY: What alK)iit the area? 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: If the area is taken into 
account, the figure w<nild have been otherwise. The figures are not 
available. I have not the survey and geographical idea of Mr. Amulya- 
dhan Ray, nor do I know that area has Wn taken into account in any 
of those statements. Mr. Ray talks of area. I may tell him one thing. 
I am not talking of areas exclusively. If he turns to the distribution 
of seats in the I^egislative Ouncil by percentage in municipalities, he 
will find that the municipalities of his own district Jessore and those 
of Khulna have been lumped together with alwut 20 municipalities of 
the 24-Pargana8 district and the total population of the constituencies 
is 315,340. I have just been trv'ing to find out what the proportion of 
population of the different constituencies are and I find that the total 



HU 






urban population of the municipalities of tbe Jessoi^ and Kku|iia dis- 
tricts is roughly 35,000. Therefore, Jessore and Khulna municipalities 
together have only 35,000 out of 315,000 which makes up the whole 
constituency. That is the sort of grouping that the two districts of 
Je8Sf)re and Khulna will have in the constituency. Similarly, so far as 
Nadia and Murshidabotl are concerned, the total municipal population 
of these two districts would come up to 137,000, whereas Nadia and 
Murshidabad jdus the 10 mill municipalities of the 24-Parganas is 
285,308. That is to say the whole of the municipal population of Nadia 
and Murshidabad do not make up about 40 per cent, of this constituency 
«f the mill municipalities of the 24-Pargana8. That is the sort of 
grouping that has been rendered necessary by the (Government’s cutting 
down of the number of urban seats in the next liCgislative Assembly. 
In this Council there are 11 urban seats, — a (hjuncil of 80 elected 
members. In the next Council where the number of elected members 
will be 199, the number is still kept at 11. What is the proportionP 
Because the TiCgislature becomes very much larger the number of urban 
seats is very much lower. That is the sort of thing that the Govern- 
ment of Bengal contemplate when they say that the Ixxal Government 
however are impressed by the objections to reducing the weigh tage of 
urban representation. Sir, if one were asked to conceive a case of 
talking thn)Ugh one’s hat I do not think one could surpass such remarks. 
Let us just take another point. As regards Darjeeling, if you turn 
to the representation proposed for that district you will find that the 
urban constituencies there consist of the municijmlities of the Bajshahi 
Division excluding the Darjeeling and the Kurseong municipalities. 
Turning to the rural seats, we find .1alimiguri-n/7;?-Siliguri, that is to 
say, the Jalpaiguri district and the Siliguri subdivision of the Darjee- 
ling distrii't, excluding municipal areas forms one rural constituency, 
so that the general population of the Darjeeling and Kurseong munici- 
palities are disenfranchised at one stroke; — they have no vote: they 
are neither fish, nor flesh, n(»r good red herring — that is to say, they 
are neither urban nor rural nor anything else, and being a hillmen’s 
constituency the general voters have no look-in there. Talking of the 
inequity of the Government’s solution, take the case of the Scheduled 
Caste seats in Bakarganj. for example. I have just been looking into 
the figures, and they are so glaring. In Bakarganj there are two 
constituencies — one, Bakarganj South-West Rural and another Bakar- 
ganj North-East Rural. The Scheduled Caste population in the South- 
West Rural constituency is 224,549 and that in the North-East Rural 
183,390. Sir, one would expect that the reserved seat would be given 
where the population w'as the larger. But what do we find? What 
we find is that the reserved seat is given not to Bakarganj South-Weet 
Rural, where the population is over 2 lakhs, but to North-East Rural 
where the population is much less. These are some of the inequalities 
of distribution made by the Government of Bengal in their memoran- 
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dual, wia I hope we shall have occasion enough to refer to them at the 
farther meetings of the Committee. 

Coming to Indian Commerce seats, the Muslim Chamber of Com- 
merce in particular, to which my hoiCble friend, Khan Baliadur M. A. 
Momin, has referred, he mentioned certain figures which I take it have 
been supplied by the same high authority wdiich supplied the figures 
in the memorandum submitted by the Muslim Chaml>er of Commerce 
to the Advisory Committee, printed at pages S2 and m of the stM^ond 
volume of the report of the Committee. In that report at page 811 yon 
will get a list of 8 registered firms in the chart, etc., of the Muslim 
Chamber of Commerce, whose total paid-up capital is Ks. 94.2().00(), 
and it is said that To per cent, (d India’s coastal trade and a third of 
Bengal's salt trade is c(Ui1roIled by ineiiilH*rs of that Chamber. When 
their representative was asked by im^-page 8fl of the report -d he 
following ((uestion: “In page 2 of \our statement it appears that the 
capital of your registered firms is Hs, tM.OO.tMIO. U tl»at paid-up 
capital or nominal (apital^*’ the answer was: ‘’Prac lieall v all paid- 
up. ’ I had not the figUIe.^ bet ore iih‘ at that time, but in .lune this 
year the (b.vernment ot India |uibh\lied a re|MUt on the Joint-Stoek 
Companies in British India lor and in that repoit I find Dost 

Mohammad and ('o., Idd., af»peaiing with a capital «d Ks. T.j'iO.tMM). but 
not a pice ot that capital was paid up. The Muslim Press and Publica- 
tion, lAd.. with a published eapital of Ks. CbO.OBO, is not merit -oned 
in that lejeut because it was not in existenee in Ifidl-d^. Naiiman 
Jafteiey. Ltd., with a eapital of Hs. l.rHMMMI, ha<l only Ks. iVi.ltM) paid 
up. Ishaij Chundana, Ltd., with a lapital ot Ks. l.tMl.tMHI had only 
Ks. G4,IMl() paid up, and Wise Brothers, Ltd., with a similar capital of 
K.s. Ldtt.tHHb had only Ks. paid up! That is the sort of statement 
oil which my learned friend Khan Bahadur M. A. .Momin is reiving 
in his assertion that 75 per (enl. or 90 j.er rent, rd liengaPs trade is 
in the hands of the Muslim ChamlM*r of Coinmeree. Mav I in this 
connection remind him of the report of the Provincial Banking Lm|uirv 
Committee which consisted ol members, like my esteemed friend the 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Azizul Ha(,ue, and no one will accuse 
liim of bein^ antagonistie to Muslim interests. The repirt says that 
80 far as eommerre or tra<le is c<,ncerned, the interests of the MusHalmans 
are incons.deiable ; that i.s the report of the Bengal Vrovindul Banking 
Enquiry Committee at page dO. Of course. 8ir, I am speaking from 
memory. ^ My friend has alwi sjsiken of the unique position of the 
Muslim Chamber of Commerce. T^nrque, indeed, it is; because it has 
cs>me into existence in order to have the 120th fwmt for the Muslims in 
Bengal, out of a total number of 250. When my friend critieijses the 
mentality of those who have spoken again.st any representation Insing 
given to the Muslim Chamber of Commerce, I would ask him to lay bis 
band on his own heart and inquire aljout his own mentality. We know 
that since the Prime Minister’s Award, I shall not use the word 
6 
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^^Award,” but the Prime Minister’s “Ordinance,” which has no# 
translated into a schedule of the (iovernment of India Act, supplement- 
ed by the iniquitous Poona I'act, which saved the life of Mr. Gandhi 
at the sacrifice of his principles, we know that there has been, since 
that date, a studied endeavour on the part of non-Hindu Bengalis — 
not only of non-Hindu Bengalis but alsc) of non-Hindu Indians — to try 
and put down the Hindus of Bengal as much as possible. I ask my 
learned friend again to place his hand on his lieart and say whether 
his mentality is not the same and whether the report of the Delimita- 
tion Committee and the Government’s memorandum thereon ere not 
absolutely permeated by that idea. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, may I rise on 
a point of personal explanation? I would just tell Mr. Basu what the 
sources of my statistics are 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it your grievance that Mr. Basu has mis- 
represented you? 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: No, Sir, I do not 
say that. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Then how can you rise mi a point of personal 
explanation? In that case, you would be making u second speech, and 
I cannot allow you to do so. 


Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: Sir, in this warfare which is going on, 
1 should like to direct the attention to the position of coal in this 
province and its representation. You are aware, Sir, that the Indian 
Mining Assoi iution is represented here. It is a current idea that the 
Indian Mining Association represents the European large colliery 
interests and that the Indian Mining Federation represents the Indian 
simdler hut still nunierons interests. May I appeal to those who have 
our destinies in their hands in the matter of the delimitation of consti- 
tuencitvs to consider im-reased representation of an industry raising a 
mineral which has contributed so very much to the prosperity of this 
province, and employment to the aboriginals and cultivators, an industry 
which fits in very well with cultivation in that the cultivator can work 
in the mines and have opportunity by perioils of leave for attenticffi 
to his crops. 

Now, Sir, there are two seats held by the Bengal National Chamber 
of Commerce. The Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, I think.. 
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that when they acquired those two seats that it was largely 
4^ to t^e^ influence of men like Mr. N. C. Sarkar, who were prominent 
pioneers among Indians in the coal industry' of the province. I do not 
ask the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce to relinquish anything 
that th^' have got. I do not want to deprive them of anything; all 
that I would suggest to them is to agree that there is nothing more 
rightly entitled to representation in tliis province — commercially and 
industrially — and that when lommerce is disc'ussed, they would not 
have an opponent hut a colleague who will have special knowledge of 
the difficultievS confronting this very important but neglected industry. 
I would like to point out that we have been handicapped in the past 
by the fact that coal tjuestions have been dealt with by the Centre. 
There does not appear to he inm h response from the (Vntre and all 
that the big people in coal, who have asked for the abolition of the 
inifiuitous surcharge on freight have manugeil to get is only a per 
cent. rediKiion, /.r., from 15 to 12A per cent., w’ith a one rupee 
maximum. As one who comes from Newcastle, to which place ctMil is 
not taken, I ina\ argue that as Kiigland’s prosperity has been largely 
due to the discovery of coal in close proximity to iron ore, coal must 
be recognized as a valuable asset to Bengal for industrial use. You 
cannot make coal: no geologist can place it there. 

I would point out, Sir, that the revenues contributed in the shape of 
freights on coal are enormous. I w’ould, also, point out that the 
conditiem of tlie trade being as black as the mineral itself is such tliat 
coal labour is underj»aul. Two years ago slack coal used for sttvam 
purposes was put into wagons an<l sold at He. 1 per ton. That One 
rupee had in most cases to cover payment of royalties, overhead 
charges, supervisi(»n, svirveyros’ fees, staff, etc. How much then could 
be paid to labour*' It is (IiHtre.s.siiig for me to make the confession 
that in this provime we liave to employ labour much underpaid for the 
class of work they have to do. 


Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: This underpayment may be due to 
Government competition. 


Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: Government’s policy of coal purchases^ 
and its raising coal ought to come before this Council. 

I think I can rightly state that the new constitution will have w'ider 
responsibilities and powders. I want coal to be represented here, and 
there is nothing communal about it. 


Mr. t. 0. OHATTERdEE: You want ihmif 
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Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: Mr. Chatterjee need not be so per* 
turbed. 1 am standing here making an appeal for the representation 
of an industry in Bengal in which Indians have considerable interests. 
There is nothing communal — it is commercial and industrial. It iS 
fitting that coal should have prominent representation in the new 
constitution, and that is why I suggest a seat be reserved for the Indian 
Mining Federation. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: What is your concrete proposal? You have 
said enough about the importance of coal. 


Mr. W. L. ARMSTRONG: My concrete proposal is tliat the Indian 
Mining Federation should have a seat. All I want to point out is that 
while the Indian Mining Association has got one seat, what is called 
the Indian section — the Indian Mining Federation — composed of 
hinaller elements in the trade, should have one at least of the two seats 
which it appears the Bengal National Chamher of Commerce are going 
to have. I do not put it forward as anything against the Bengal 
National Chamher of Commerce, but 1 only suggest that it would be a 
very good thing, ctnnmendally and industrially, for one of those seats 
to he held by one with a special knowledge of the coal trade and its 
difficulties. 


Mr. 8. M. ROSE: Sir, very many speeches have been delivered on 
very many topics. My views on certain important matters have been 
already fully expressed. So I proimse to confine my remarks to-tlay to 
iwo impoiiant points only. 

The finst is about women’s (onstituencies. Tin? number of general 
WTJmi'n’s seats allotted in the Lower House in Bengal under the Fifth 
Schedule of the (loverninent of India Act, 1935, is 2 out of 250 seats. 
'VVomen claimed at least five seats, and having regard to the proportion 
of women to men in Bengal, this claim does seem reasonable. But the 
Act has been passed and it is now l{>o late to press this. Another point 
has been forcibl> urged by Mrs. P. K. Bose. Member of the Advisory 
•Commit t(*o, and supported by, 1 believe, all the women’s organisations 
and some <»ther important public bodies and individuals, viz., that 
W'omen should be i-eturned by a mixed electorate, consisting of iien 
and women. This will have a very good educative effect. This view 
IS in accord with that of the Indian Franchise Committee, as has been 
pointed out by Mrs. Bose, and it is indeed a matter of regret that the 
majority of the Advisor^' Committee should have turned down this 
excellent pioposal. No real objection can be urged against this. II it 
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l>e said that women candidates will not be able to canvass a mixed 
electorate, the answer is, first, these women are wanting to sit in a 
{[ouse of 2o0 members of whom 24b will be males, and sucli women, 
whether Hindu or Moslem, I'aiinot possibly be Purdah; secondly, their 
canvassing will be done l)otli by men and women. I find from to-day*s 
paper, that even in Behar and Orissa where women are much less 
advanced, the Advisory Committee have recommended a mixed electorate 
for general women’s seats. I, therefore, press the view that the sug- 
gestion of Mrs. Bose should be accepted. Then, as regards the vexed 
question of allocation of the two Hindu and the two Moslem women'» 
seats, naturally the excluded towns which are advanced, like t^uuilla 
and Chittagong, have protested against the recommendation of the 
Advisory Committee and of the (Tovernment to restrict seats to the 
Calcutta Municipal area and the Dacca-Narayanganj Municipal areas. 
The difficulty is due to the fact that over a vast province, there are only 
two seats for women in the general and two in the Moslem constituencies 
for women. If the (‘onstituency be made very large, it will undoubtedly 
discourage women of moderate means from standing; and our jndicy 
from the veiy first sluiubl be to encourage women to come forward. 
Mr. Kh<‘tra Moliari Kay propor»e> that one seat should b(‘ given to 
Calcutta, Howrah. Hooghl> and Burdwan Municipal areas; and the 
other to Dacca, Nara\anganj, Mymensingh, Comilla, Chittagong and 
Bakarganj. This will mean unwiebly constituencies for >^omen who 
are for the first time coming forward to stand. At the same time I 
realise the force of tin’ argument that franchise huN a great educative 
effect; but (jualified women outside the areas lecommended will exenise 
their votes f(»r male candidates. 1 venture to recjuc’st the ladies to 
hasten slowly, and to accept for the first election in the small educated 
constituencies jiroposed. But let tlie Delimitation Committee lecoin- 
mend that for the second and subse<|uent elections, it will be open to Hi» 
Majesty by Order in Coum il under S. 290 (»f the Oovernment of India 
Act, to extend the limits of w'omen’s constituencies so as to include 

other urban areas. 

The next matter which I wish to refer to is the question of increased 
urban representation. At present there are 11 non-Moslem urban seats 
and 6 Moslem or a total <»f 17. The Advisory- Omjmittee recommended 
that the number of general seats should be increased to 17, the number 
of Moslem urban seats being kept at six. Bui the Government have 
reduced the numl>er of general urban seats to 11, and they have thus 
disenfranchised or reduced the seats at present enjoyed hy towns. I 
enter my strong protest against this. What has Wen given and enjoyed 
for over 14 years should never he taken away. Sir, what we have w© 
hold and we ask for more. That has always been the accepted pcdicy 
and it is, I t^iink, unfair that the privilege enjoyed since 1920 should 
now be taken away. Calcutta, as we know, was given six seats; having 
regard to the great importance of Calcutta— the second city in the 
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British Empire—I should have thought that the number of seats shouia 
have been increased, but instead of that we find that the number has 
been decreased to 4. Howrah, a city next in importance to Calcutta, 
had one seat ; Hw)ghly had one seat and now they are lumped together 
jointly to have half a seat each. I need not go into the various details, 
hut throughout we find an unreasonable suspicion of towns— why, I 
do not know. It is said that tlie men living in the towns are absolutely 
different in character from the men living in the country. I do not 
think so. Take a man living in the Mymensingh town; he comes from 
a Mymensingh village, he is in touch with his village home and spends 
one or two montlis there and although he may have to live in the town 
to earn his living as a pleader, or a clerk or a doctor, he is in living 
touch with his village; and I do not see why simply because he is 
living in the Mymensingh town he cannot represent the Mymensingh 
per>pl(‘. Ah you know, Sir, the intelligentsia oi the district, wdiether 
Hindus or Muhummu<lans, all gravitate to towns; there the\ ha^e an 
opening and have a chance of showing their wortli; and men who are 
worth anything— the thinkers, the worker-., llie seers— they all 
go to towns and they are best fitted to guide the peojde of Bengal to 
get full Dominion Status. I, therefore, deprecate any attempt to cry 
dow'u the towns. 

Sir, accepting as we must, for the ])U]poses ot this discussion, the 
Mo-called ('(unmunal Award and the admittedly unjust Jhmna Pact, it is 
permissible to say that the position of the e<lucated Hindus in Bengal 
has been ginvely jeo])ardised by the p]o])osed electorate, and that is 
why I ask for more urban seats. Tlie educated Hindus of ]lengal have 
been the nplndders, the supporters of the Britisli (loveinment. English 
literature, English polities, and l^nglish culture hove bad no greater 
admirers in India than the edmated Hindus <d Bengal. Now', after 
a century, they are to be tcdd that their help and c(H)peration in build- 
ing up A’ew Bengal is no longer retjuired. They are now to be pinned 
and put into u piisiiion of ])ermanent statutory minority. The phrase 
**llis Majesty’s »>])position ’ so tnndly dw'elt upon by the Joint Parlia- 
mentary (\mimittee becomes meaningless when that opjmsition is to 
remaui in opposition all along. 

Finally, Sir, I would appeal to the Government here and in 
England and say : “Trust the Hindus: have faith in their good sense 
and sagacity: and do not drive them to the wall. 


Maulvt LATAFAT HUSSAIN: Mr. President, Sir, on behalf of 
organised Industrial liubour I must express my gratitude to the Select 
Committee and to those who gave non -communal decision for allotment 
of 8 labour seats to Bengal labour in the Provincial Assembly, and 2 
seats in the Federal Assembly. And I must say that one of the beat 
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points in the new constitutian is that labour well enjoy joint electo- 
rates andi that question of religion will not affect election of Labour 
representatives. My colleague Mr. K. C. Ray fhowdhuiy pressed very 
bard before the Advisory Committee for allotment of most of these seatvS 
to Trade Union Constituencies, but his idea was opposed by a majority 
on the ground that the Trade Union Movement is not strong in Bengal. 

I challenge this suggestion. I speak from personal experience of Trade 
Union Movement in the Jute Industry since 1918 long before this 
Council was constitute^!. In Bliatpara side where there are 13 Jute 
Mills and over 50,000 millhands are employed, 1 founded the 
Kankinara Labour Union with the co-operation of Mr. Roy 
Choudhury as far back as 1919 and this Union was I'egistered in 19‘J8. 
We began with only 100 members and the number increased to 2,900 
in 1933. We claim to be the oldest factory Labour Union in Bengal 
and we are 8tli on the List of Registered Trade I iiions, the other 7 are 
Railway and Tramway rnion. com|M>sed mostly of clerital staff, and 
of this 2 or 3 unions, i.e., Calcutta Tramway Union, disappeiired. So 
did As.siini-Hengal Railway and H. X. Railway Wiiikers’ I nion ; our 
membership according to the returns lor tlu‘ 3lst March, 1934, was 2,981. 
This number is highei' than an> other union excepting K. B. Railway 
Kinf)lou‘es‘ AsxH iation mostl\ composed oi ilernal statt and lb*ngal 
Xagpur Railwa\’ Indian LalMuir Cnion wliich spreads in Bihar and 
C. 1*. and Madras. 1 claim tliat this Kankinnra Labour T-nion prac- 
ti(‘ally represents the lalamreis in -lute Industiy; tbougli it is ba'ated 
in Kankinara. millhands from all (piarters — (larden Reach, Budge 
Budge, (’hampdaiiN and lluberia ( (Jiengail t -- come to us lor advice 
and guidame. 3'}ie .\dvisorv (5»mmittee was misled by the small 
numerical strength, but it forgot the r(*presentative character ol this 
single l5iion in Jute Trade. 

It is well known in tlie Jute Iiidustrv tfiat the suggestimis ol the 
Kankinara LalMuir Cnion are followed all over the Jute Mill (’entres, ui§ 
a large iiumlier ol Hindus follow the suggestions of the ('ongress 
although its membersiiip is .small. The Moslems of Bengal follow 
the direction of Moslem League altliough its membership is not very 
large. It is most unfortunate that the claim of the premier Union in 
Jute Industry re.spected by employers, employees and publii’ bodies laid 
been forgotten b\ the Advisory Committee. In Bombay wlo're hottd 
fide Trade T’uion Movement is imt strong, the Bombay (.’ommittw 
have allowed one .seat each to lour (,V)tton Tail^our Lnion.s and if 
Mr. Gilchrist will kindly look up Bombay Returns of Trade I’nions he 
will fiud that most of these unions are less old than ours and member- 
ship less than ours. 

I therefore appeal to Government that for the sake of justice and 
fair play at least two seats should be given to Jute Labour Union 
as Jute Industry' is by far the greatest of all industries in Bengal and 
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its eniployeftH number nearly 300, 0(K) workers and Labour Legislation 
lias much greater effect in jute laljour than in any other labour, be it 
Facb>ries Act, Workmen’s Compensation Act, Trade Disputes Act and 
other Acts passed at Delhi and Simla. 

Sir HARI BANKER PAUL: Sir, in connection with the delimi- 
tation of constituencies, the matter of the representation of Indian 
('omnierce on the I*rovincial Legislatures under the Reformed Consti- 
tution has a far-reaching importance. We cannot view it in the same 
way now as we di<l seventeen years ago when the rjuestion came 
within the purview of Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms. Xot only has 
the organisation of commercial interest in this Province undergone a 
remarkable change during the intervening period, but the very object 
itself of the special representation of commercial interest has been 
invested with a particular significance. During the last decade we 
have witnessed the growth of a large number of commercial organisa- 
tions in connection with such important branches of trade and 
industries as Tea, Rice, Jute, (k)al, small industries, etc. The mere 
fact that these have come later in the field than scmie enjoying fran- 
chise under the Montagu-Chelm.sford Reforms must not lead one to 
surmise that they are any the less important than the pre-existing 
organisations. The prospective claims of these organisations are to be 
evaluated by only one test, viz., the importance of the role which these 
organisations are likely to pday in the commercial life of the entire 
Province. We cannot at the present moment be guided by our old 
traditions because circumstances have greatly chang<*d. No matter 
whatever has been the position in the pmst the allocation of the com- 
mercial seats sliould now^ be made to follow’ some well-conceived 
principdes formulated with the definite idea of advancing the 
commercial interests of the Indian Mercantile Community of the 
Province as a whole. 

It ap)p)ear8 from the Memorandum published by the Government 
that the five seats for Indian (Commerce in the reformed Provincial 
liegislature have Wen distributed thus: the Bengal National Chamber 
of CommtMce L*, the Muhajan Sabhu 1, the Marwari Association 1, the 
Muslim (Miamber <»f Commerce 1. Kven with serious thought 
given to this matter, I confess I have failed to appreciate 
the pui'iKise and signific’ance of this sort of disintegration of the 
Indian Commercial vote unless it is to be regarded as a concession 
to |>ast traditions, or worse still, it is calculated to give particular 
voting stmigth to communal or sectional interests in commei*ce. 
Whatever might be the propiriety or otherwise of introducing com- 
munal discriminations in the field of piolitics, there ought not to be 
two opinions about the most p>erniciou8 consequences of communal 
considerations being allowed to influence the allocation of commercial 
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seats i& the Legislature. Commercial interests are fundamentally 
common to all communities in the Province and so the disintegration 
of the commercial vote on a communal basis has not even the least 
justification. More than adequate scope having been provided for 
communal representation under the Communal Award, a further grant 
of the right of separate representation to the Muslim Chamber of 
Commerce is not only superfluous but tbreuteus to be irameusely 
harmtul to the economic well-being of the Province. The allotment 
of separate seat to the Muslim ('hamher mostly <*om|>osed of membei's 
hailing from the other jirovim es will thus be found liighly undesirable 
l>ecau8e by perpetuating communal groupings in business it will 
adversely affect the etonomic progress hy acting as u potent hindrance* 
to comerted action <»f Indian Commcrciail ('oinmunity as a wlude. In 
this connection I may draw the attention of the Ilouse to the fact that 
there is not a single parallel instance of such a pernicious system of 
commercial franchise in the rest of India. Our Muhammadan 
brethren ha\ing suhstantial loinmercial interest and powerful com- 
mercial organisiitions in Bomhaiy and Madras are not allowed separate 
representation in the Legislatures of those provimes. The examples 
of our sister Provinces viewed in the light of what I have just said 
about the potential danger of the di^trihutions of the Indian (V)m- 
merce seats on a comnninal basis shoubl a<‘tiia(e us to adopt the pro- 
position as a fundamental principle. Let me hope that even my 
Muhammadan brethren will appre<iate the grave implications of a 
communal allotment far outweighing the advantage of an extra seat 
and feel disposcul to accept tlje principle that allocation of seats for 
Indian commerce should on no account be made on communnl basis. 
I need hardly poifit out that the argunients I have just put forward 
apply e({ually against the allocation of any cxflusive sent to the 
Marwari Association. 

A second fundamental principle, which I hope the House will 
readily accept, may he laid down to provide that Indian Commerce 
seats should be reserved exclusively for such Indian Commercial 
interests as are indigenous to the Province. Non-indigenous business 
communities innocent of any accurate and intimate knowdedge of tlie 
economic conditions of the Province, and further, naturally lacking 
in the urge for obtaining such knowledge, can never he expected to 
render expert advice or useful assistance to provincial legislatures, 
I may point out that it is this particular assistance which, according 
to the I^othian Committee, provides the justification for continuing 
special representation of commercial interests on the reformed legis- 
latures. For the same reasons the organisations of non-indigenous 
commercial interests are not likely to fake active interests in the 
economic development of the Province. Recognition of their right to 
separate representation would surely amount to allowing them a spe<dal 
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political privilege they are scarcely entitled to. It should appear to 
be all the more objectionable in view of the frequent conflict of 
interests amongst the Provinces. 

We Bengalees are still backward in business activities and the 
bestowal of a political status on the noii-indigenous interests would, 
by netting as an impetus to their exclusiveness, prove to be prejudicial 
to the commercial advancement of the people of the Province. 
Let me assure you that nothing is further from my mind than to 
suggest the imposition of any restrictions on the commercial activities 
of such non-indigenous interests; hut separate representation is surely 
the last thing to wlih h they can have any legitimate claim. Right of 
represeniation ( omes not from the magnitude of commercial interests 
of any community, us in such cases even the Jai)anpse and the 
Americans in Bengal would appear to have a claim to it. Such right 
comes from the extent of its natural sympathy with the economic 
interests of the Province. 

Now 1 should like to diaw the attention of the House to a third 
])iinci()le which the proj)osed allocatirm of conmiercial seats must, of 
iHMcssitN, <»h>erve, nainely, that the seals slioiild not he allotted to any 
sectional organisat iotis. The (iovernment j)rop(Jsal to allocate one seat 
to the Mahajan Sahha involves, in m\ hum hie judgment, a direct 
transgression ot this principle. A sectional di'^integration of the Indian 
commercial vole is not only inadmissilile in itself as being prejiidieial 
to concerted action and harmonious de\elopnu‘nt , hut also apparently 
imf)raeticahle in view of tlie extremely meagre number of .seats allowed 
to Indian commene. How can y<‘U make a sectional allocution of 
only five seals to so many organisations representing important 
branches of trade and industry without being partial to a few and 
unfair to nuin> . Sueli a scheme td’ ear-marking seats lor particular 
sectional cominenMa! organisations woiihl shut out the excluded trades 
and industries from tiie opportunity ot being represented on the legis- 
lature which in its turn will not he able to obtain ex|>ert assistance 
when confronted vith the important problems ecmeeruing the said 
trades and industries. The only ieme<]y for this state of affairs lies, 
you will admit, in the allocation of all the seutN t(» a comprehensive 
central organisation of indigenous trade ainl commerce which can cer- 
tainly provide even witli a limited numher of seats effective represen- 
tation of all the commercial interests in the Province. Such a scheme 
should commend itself to you not only for its theoretical excellence 
but also for its practical merits in so far as a comprehensive 
organi.sation of the very type suggested is provided by the Bengal 
National rhumWr of rommerce. This is a ChainWr which is the 
nldest one of its class in India universally admitted to be premier 
Indian Commercml organisation in Bengal. It has now as many as 
seventeen sectional commercial organisations affiliated to it, repre- 
senting such important branches of trade and industry as jute, rice, 
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tea, shellac, coal, etc. ; with the seats allotted to it this Chamber would 
inevitably grow into a more powerful institution serving the interests 
of its constituent bodies with greater efficiency and at the same time 
rendering useful service to the Legislature. Small, self-contained 
isolated oiganisations can have their interests better served with the 
help of the Chamlier when in its fold, than they can do by maintain- 
ing an isolated existence. 

Summing up my arguments I can only say with all emphasis that 
instead of splitting up the cummercial seats and distributing them 
among separate commercial organisations on communal or sectional 
considerations all tlie five seats sliould be allocated to the Bengal 
National Chamber of ('ommerce the membership of which, 1 am glad 
to suy, is thrown o]>en to all sections of the Indian eommerciul com- 
munity having their princi])al centre of business either in Bengal or 
in Assam, without any distinction of laste or creed. Should the 
importance of any of its members and constituent bodies reijuire them 
at any time to be represented on the Legislature, it can he achieved 
by the C’hamber by tlie adoption (»f suitable conventions. Even should 
it be justified l)\ \iitne ot theii im|>ortance and trend of cir(‘um- 
stances, a particular communal oi sei tional organisation ma\ well tind 
it unite possible to (d)tain tlirough such a convention one of the seats 
allotted to the ('hamher reserved unto itself. I need hardly point out 
that such a scheme \\ould avoid all the dangers attendant on the 
allocation of the commercial seats on a communal or sectional basis, 
and pr(»vide full scope for concerted atdion which is the ]>aramount 
need of the Province to-day. 


(The Council was adjourned at this stage for 15 minutes.) 


(After Adjournment.) 


8ir HARI BANKER PAUL: In the course of hi.s learned speech 
yesterday, my frieml Maharaja Sris Phandru Nandy of Kasimhazar 
made a suggestion that the ]9 seats allotte<l to (’ommerce, both 
European and Indian, should be thrown open to all honu fide busine.ss- 
men, traders, and industrialists and that the elections should held 
on the basis of joint electorate. I quite appreciate my learned friend’s 
anxiety to get rid of the troubles arising from a scrambling for scmts, 
and I presume that it is his anxiety to get rid of the troubles on this 
score that actuated my friend to suggest a scheme of joint electorate, I 
need hardly point out that at this stage the suggestion of my 
friend comes rather a little too late in so far ns it relates the (Vim- 
munal Award. But even in regard to its l>earing on the allocation of 
five seats for Indian Commerce, I may point <mt for one thing, as the 
Senior Vice-President of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, 
that in making the suggestion iny friend has not voiced the considered 
opinion of the Chaml>er which has already been communicated to the 
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Oovemment and of which the salient points are already contained in 
the Memoranda of the Chamber published in the Second Volume of 
the Report of the Delimitation Committee. I may however point out, 
in fairness to my friend, that it is the same anxiety to avoid a disin- 
tejfration of tlie Commerce Vote on a communal or a sectional basis 
that led the Cliamber to put forward its claims to all the five Indian 
Commerce seats. 

On one more point I deem it my duty to point out that the obser- 
vation of my friend reflects personal opinion of his own. My friend 
has expressed his ^^ratification over the allotment of a seat to thi 
Bengal Mahajan Sabha, It was, I suppose, only very^ natural for the 
Maharaja as the President of the Mahajan Sabha to welcome the pro- 
posal of the Government in regrard to the allotment of the seat to the 
Mahajan Sabha, to wliich I may point out, by the way, that the 
Chamber entered an emphatic protest in their Memoranda submitted 
to the Delimitation Committee, as involving* a violation of the prin- 
ciples enunciated by the Chamber in this connection, particularly those 
relating to the dangers of a disintegration of the Commercial Vote. 

Mauivi ABI ABDULLA KHAN spoke in Bengali. The following 
is an English translation of his speech : — 

Sir, the Delimitation Committee’s Report on tlie con>tituencies in 
the Bakaiganj district appears to me unjust and unreasonable, especial- 
ly that portieti of it which deals with the constituencies in the Patua- 
khali subdivision. 1 think the Committee has not fully considered 
the difierent aspects of the country sik h as area, internal ( (mditions 
and difficulties of communi(‘ations. Of all the subdivisions of Bakar- 
ganj, Patuakliali has the large.st population and the biggest area. 
This subdivision has alway.s been the worst sufferer under the injustice 
done to it by Government in all matters concerning education, Govern- 
ment services and distribution of seats in the legislature. Comparing 
Pniuttkhali with other subdivisions of the Bakarganj district we find 
that Patuakliali has an area of 1,182 sq. miles, Barisal Sadar 997 sq. 
miles, IMrojpur 075 aq, miles and Bbola-Dakshin Sahabajpur 007 sq. 
miles. There are two Government High English Sch<Md> in the Sadar 
subdivision, one at Pirojpur, one at Bhola. but none at Patuakhali. 
Also, the numbers of Government aided s<*hools at the Sadar subdivision, 
Pirojpur, Bh(da and Patuakhali are 15, 8, 8 and 2, respectively. The 
Delimitation Committee has awarded three seats to the Sadar subdivi- 
sion, two to Pirojpur, two to Bhola-Dakshin Sahabajpur but the biggest 
subdivision of Patuakhali has to remain content with only two seats. 
Considering the population, area and other points, Patuakhali has an 
untloubted i laim to at lea'jf three seats in the Council. Perhaps, the 
idea underlying the delimiting of different constituencies is to provide 
facilities for the representatives of the people to gain an intimate 
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knowledgl) of the needs and grievances of the electorates they represent 
and to Itfjjig them up for discussion before the Council. But I am 
afraid the insufficient number of seats which has l>een assigned to a 
big subdivision like Patuakhali will not enable the popular representa- 
tives of the place to do full justice to the said prim iple. 

For the efficient functioning of local self-government Patuakhali 
is divided into two sections, viz., East and West. But the Com- 
mittee has, for reasons best known to it, divided this subdivision into 
two different sec'tions, viz., North and South. This method of divid- 
ing the subdivision is absolutely unreasonable and unjustifiable. In 
’^^iew of the facts set forth al>ove 1 beg to projnise that (1) three Muham- 
madan seats in.stead of two be as.-iigned to the Patuakhali subdivision 
and one seat in place of two be allotted to Bhola ; (‘Ji that Patuakhali 
be divided into two const itueiicic'i, ba-^t and West, ami not into North 
and South. 

Mauivi RAillB UDDIN TARAFDER: Mr. President, Sir, many 
illuminating speeches and healed disrussions have lK*en madt* on (he ih*- 
limitation of seats in Bengal undei the forthcoming Indian Beform 
C(*nNtitution. The ^ubjecl is umjuestionably a \ery important one uinl 
as such it has engaged tor a long time the attention of gieat jxditieiuns 
of l>oth India and England. From the beginning of the Bound Table 
Conference down to the pies(*nt time many <‘onferenceH were held, Com- 
rnission.s and Committees appointed and schemes prepared but with no 
agreed solution. How long the (Jovernment will have further to tackle 
the problem, it is difficult to imag’ine. 

It is, liowever, my good fortune and unujue j)ri\ilege that the llon'hlc* 
President of thi^ Council ha.s very kindly given nie an opportunity 
of expre.ssing my opinion on this imjmrtunt and much-discuissed sub- 
ject. I do not find any nece.ssity what.ioever in the introduction of two 
chambers — Upper and Lower. It is indisputable that hy the Upper 
House the interest of the rich only will be safeguarded in its entirety, 
but for obvious reasons no benefit will be derived by the public* in gene- 
ral, far less by the peasant community — the ac tual tillers of tlie soil. 
I am pained to refer to another nalient fimt on the delimitation of seats. 
Two hundred ami fifty seats have been allotted to Bengal under the 
Refonns, and tlie l)elimitati<jn C<nnmit(c‘e have, by their wide experi- 
ence and keen political insight, duly assigned these seats to almost all 
sections and sub-sec tions of pH)ple, Ilindu.s, Muhnniinadans, Money- 
lenders’ Association, Marwari Association, Depressed (dass and even 
women are not excluded; but strange to say that no representation bus 
been allowed to the agriculturists who are the backlKine of the country 
and who form the overwhelming majority in the province. If represen- 
tations are deemed necessary for such a small group as the Landholders’ 
Association for “whom b seats have been allotted, and as well as for other 
minor Associations, why no provision for proi)er representations lie 
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made for aii^iculturists whose number is about four and a half crores out 
of a total prjpulation of 5 crores in the province. This is clearly an indi- 
cation of positive affront to the agriculturists as a whole. One may 
say that they have got no organization of their own leading to the recog- 
nition of their representation in the legislature, but then I must say 
with all the emphasis at my command that the agriculturists of Bengal 
are now well organized, having formed a recognised and most repre- 
sentative Association called “The Xikhil Banga Proja Saraity^’ whose 
popularity and importance can be all visualized from the fact that all 
subdivisions in this province liave got branch organisations of this cen- 
tral body whose numerical strength goes as high as d0,0()0. The Hon^ble 
Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haipie, Minister of Education, has long 
been a meml)er of this Association and Sir Abdur Rahim, K.C.S.I-, 
President of the legislative Assembly, is its President, Maulana 
Muhammad Akram Khan, Secretary, Maulvi A. K. Fazlul Haq, M.L.A., 
Mayor of Calcutta, is one of the most distinguished members of this 
Proja Samity. Besides, Khan Bahadur M. A. Momin, cm.e., m.l.c., 
Balm Amulyadhan Kay, Rai Sahib Panchanan Banna, m.l.c., 

Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, m.l.c., are amongst the prominent members 
of thi.s Association. Over and above this there exi'^ts in this very 
House a full-fledged Proja Party eonsisting ot not les^ than mem- 
bers. (Interruption.) 

AVhat T want to emphasize here is that sm h an imjautant and most 
representative body should on no account be biaisbed aside while con- 
sidering the allocation of seats in the legislatures. It is only just 
and fair that due c<insideration should be given for the representation 
of the agi'icultuiists whose legitimate <laim8 have been deliWrately 
neglected. My earnest re(|nest, therefore, to the Wnevolent Government 
is that they should see that at least four seats may he kept reserved 
for the ugrieulturists through their provincial organization, namely, 
“the Nikhil Banga Proja Samity.” 

Miulvi RAillB UDDIN TARAFDER spoke in Bengali and when he 
ivas speaking about the Nikhil I'roja Samity, Maulvi Abul Quasem 
rose on a point of order. 

Maulvi ABUL QUASEM: Is this in order? There was no oonati- 
tuency set apart for peasants and cultivators: the Committee were asked 
only to allot seats to certain well-defined areas and institutions. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You cannot object to his giving out certain views 
with regard to an institution which he may consider to be very im- 
portant. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Sir, though 1 was not able to 
attend the Council and bear the debate yesterday I have read witK 
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interest the speeches made by the learned members and I cannot but 
congratulate my friend Mr. Nansher Ali in the plain and oiitj<poken way 
in which he has spoken out the tnith and though he could not find 
much support of his views amongst his co-religionists, 1 am sure the time 
is soon coming when Muhammadans of Bengal will find out the errors 
of their ways and realise what a great mistake they have done by their 
clamour for separate electorate. Coming now to the (lue^tion of delimi- 
tation of constituencies I feel it mv first duty to enter my humble pro- 
test against the injustice done \n the Government proposals to urban 
areas both as regards the number of seats as well as the metlaal of 
delimitation. It appears that though the t<diil numhci of nitunhers of 
the Provincial liower House is going to he increased from 140 to 
the number of seats allotted to \irhun areas will remain the same as 
before, viz., 11 for general and t» for Moslems. The Provincial Ad- 
visory Committee on the delimitation of constituemies pro[»osed 17 
general urban seats including 0 for Calcutta, 1 for Howrah, 1 for 
Hooghly, 2 for 24-Parganas and 1 tor Dacca City as at present. The 
Government has. however, turned down their pro|H>sal and reduced 
the numl)er to 11. They liavp created ^eveial new urban constitmuicies 
and reduced the seats for Calcutta from 0 to 4 and have combined 
the mtinicipalities of Howrah and Hooghly districts into a onc-memher 
constituency. The City of l)a<ca is also going to he grotiped together 
with other smaller municipalities in the Faridpur and Myinensingh 
districts fur off from one another. So though the total number of 
seats ill the House is going to he alnuHt doubled, the urban areas remain 
where they were and Calcutta, Dacca, Hooghly and Howrah are de- 
prived of their separate representation. Here I must say very strongly 
that a grave injusti(*e is going to he done on the urban areas and I lay 
special stress on the .seats of llijwrah which I repre.sent. Sir, the 
importance of Howrah need n<»t \ye exaggerated. It is next in im- 
portance to the (Corporation of f’alcutta. As at present the Howrah 
Municipal area with that of Bally forms a constituency known as 
Howrah-cum-Bally hut in the new delimitation it is proposed that 
Howrah to Hooghly should make one constituency and thus only one 
seat shall he allotted; this will he extremely unrca.sonahle and 
unjust, and I strongly protest against this projmsul. Then, again, 
Howiah rural has one seat and H<)oghly which has almost the same 
number in population (with a slight increase) is proposed to have 2 seats; 
of course in that case Howrah rural ought to have 2 seats. It is said 
in the Government Memorandum that the urban areas have been getting 
a heavy weightage in the present (Vmncil and if the distribution is made 
on population basis the numl>er of general (non-Moslem) seals allotted 
to urban areas should be reduced from 11 to 9, in spite of an increase 
in the total number of general seats and that of Mradems from 0 to 4. 
Sir, if in the matter of representation everything could be made to 
depend on population strength, Europeans and Anglo-Indians in Bengal 
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would not be entitled even to one seat in the legislature. Populatioft 
is no doubt an important factor, but advancement and importance 
jare also very imiH)rtant factijrs in the matter of representation to legis- 
lature. The imiK>rtant;e of Calcutta, Howrah, Dacca and the riparian 
municipalities on both sides of the Hooghly in all spheres of human 
.activities cannot be exaggerated, and it is certainly a matter of great 
surprise that an attempt should be made to curtail the representation 
of the metropolis ami of these principal towns in an enlarged legis- 
lature. It is difficult to explain the rea.sons unless it is to curb the 
political life of Bengal. 

Then again territorial constituencies should be as compact as possible. 
Jn his letter to Sir iiaurie Hammond, President of the Indian Delimi- 
tation Coinniitlec, jmblished in the Press, the Marquess of Zetland 
huys : — 

“As regards the delimitation of territorial constituencies His 
Majesty’s (fovernmcMit, while they are content to leave your committee 
a wide discretion in matters of detail, are anxious that you should 
make it your general aim to ensure, as far as the conditions permit, 
Mile maximum degree of contact betwcHm candidates and electors and 
the convenience of lK)th, due regard being paid to administrative needs, 
the ideal to Im* aimed at being constituencies manageable in area, in 
the numl>er of voters and in physical characteristics.’ They wish to 
slruw your special attention to the importance of securing a reasonable 
balance betN\een re[)resentation of t(»wn and country in the new provin- 
cial legislatures and you will no doubt have regard to the observations 
of the Imlian Franchise (’ommittee on this jjoint in paragraph 95 of 
their report.” 

Ami as a cturespon<h*nt in a daily paper very rightly asked: How 
S'un the mu.\iinum degr»*e of contact between candidates ami elect^jrs and 
the convenience of lM)lh be ensured if a constituency is composed of 
one small area here and another small area 2(H) miles awayi" If as stated 
by the nol^le Marquess the ideal to be aimed at is a constituency 
manogeable in area, in number of voters and in physical characteristics, 
it is impossible to Justify the Government proposals where it is pro- 
posed to group Jhalakati in the district of Bakarganj with Brahman- 
beria in the district of Tippera, probably 200 miles away from each 
other, or a projiosal to gi*oup the scattered municipalities of Burdwan. 
Bankura, Midna])ur and Birbhum into one constituency. Small munici- 
palities would rather be conveniently grouped with the neighlouring 
rural area than tacked together with urban areas far away from one 
another. The municipalities in the 24-rargana8 have very little in 
oommon with the municipalities of Jessore or Mursbidabad and the 
latter would probably like to W grouped with the neighly)uring rural 
areas rather than beiug swept away with numerous municipal voters 
in the 24-Parganas. Small municipalities when tacked with a big 
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municipilUty like that of Howrah or Dacca will seldom have a chance 
of sending' a man of their own choice. If it is not possible to increase 
the number of urban areas it would certainly be in the interest of all 
concerned to leave the urban constituencies as at present constituted 
instead of creating new urban constituencies and to grouping the smaller 
municipalities with the neighbouring rural areas as now. 

Then again, Sir, I do not know why it has been proposed to deprive 
the scheduled caste population living in the towns of their right to 
influence the election of the scheduled caste representatives. 1 know 
that this division of the Hindu society into caste Hindus and scheduled 
caste Hindus has been highly arbitrary and awfully unfair not only 
to the Hindus but also to the province as a whole. But I Iwdieve this 
is not the time or occasion to raise that question. If, however, it has 
been decided to give the scheduled caste [wpulation some s(»rt of sepa- 
rate reprCvSentation it would certainly be unfair to those large number 
of scheduled caste population living in towns to deprive them of their 
right to exercise their votes in the election of the representatives of 
their own group. Have the members of the scheduld caste lost their 
caste, Sir, by mixing with the people of the urban areas 1 I admit 
that the numl)er of the scheduled caste population is larger in the 
rural area than in urban areas, but that is no justification for depriving 
urban population whose number is not inconsiderable of their votes. 
It is not difficult to devise means by which they can vote together with 
the rural population in the adjoining rural areas. In their case sepa- 
rate constituencies should be formed combining the municipal areas 
with the adjoining rural areas. 

ir«mr/j’.»{ — As regards the women again, the 2 seats avail- 

able have been allotted to (’alcutta and Dacca cities only. This is cer- 
tainly not fair to the rest of the province and I hope Goveriimeiit and 
Sir Laurie Hammond’s Committee will take note of the feelings that 
have been expressed in the press that one seat should be allotted to 
West Bengal and one to East Bengal. Or, may I suggest that the 
whole province may be treated as one constituency for the election of 
two seats each voter having 2 votes. 

3/o«/cm scats . — The numb<*r of Moslem seats has been increased from 
39 to 117. Yet (he numWr of urban Moslem seats remained the same. 
No doubt the Muhammadan |)opulation is mostly concentrated in the 
village.s, yet the Muhammadan urban population who are certainly more 
advanced in education and trade may jwssibly claim a little more consi- 
deration. 

Ata regards the commerce seats, Sir, I must say that the Europeans 
have been verj' favourably treated in the matter of allotment of 19 
Conoinierca and Industrial seats. Why divide commerce and industry 
into communal groups? Communal interests, if there be any, the 
7 
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Europeans, Anglo-Indians and Moslems have been more than adequately 
protected in the allotment of general seats. I^et there be no discrimi* 
nation on (,ommunal lines in the field of commerce. Let an experiment 
be made of open competition in the matter of commerce and industry 
seats. Why not allot all the 19 seats to commerce and industry gene- 
rally and throw the election to voters belonging to all the communities 
engaged in (jommercial and industrial undertakings!'' The 19 seats may 
be divided into 19 territorial constituencies rather than being allotted 
to chambers and associations. Let Europeans, Anglo-Indians, Moslems 
and Hindus vote in the same eomiiierce constitueiiey with the interests 
of industries and coinineree alone in their minds and forgetting the 
communal bias. This will be a training ground for the future demo- 
crats. 1 appeal to the (lovernment as well as to all the communities 
in Bengal to think of this proposal with an unbiased mind. In case 
this view does not find favour with the authorities, 1 feel bound to 
claim that at least 10 out of 19 of the commercial seats should be 
reserved for the children of the soil. The Europeans liave no doubt 
great commercial interest in tliis country Hut the interest of the Hindus 
and Muhammadans are no less and there is no justification for allotting 
75 per cent, of the s*‘uts to the Europeans leaving only 25 per cent, to 
the people (»f Bengal. As regards the allotment suggested in the 
Government pr(»posalH 1 fully agree with the note of dissent — a very 
valuable note of dissent — 1 must say of my friend Mr. Sudhangshu 
Mohan Bose in respect of the allotment of one scat to the Muhammadan 
(’hamher of (Vmimerce, a ('hamher inungurati‘d afti‘r the memorable 
communal award was published and formed as it is well known with 
the intention of capturing a scat in the Council. Mr. S. M. Bose has 
done very well in referring to His Highness the Aga Khans letter 
published in the papers in which he liad advised the Muhammadans 
to capture seats allotted to special constituencies so as to liave absolute 
Muhammadan majority. The Muhammadan Chamber of Commerce 
was born after this memorable letter was issued. Tn this connection I 
congratulate the Hon’hle Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Hoy on the valuable 
support he has rendered to the dissent of Mr. S. M. Bose in the Report 
of the Provincial Advisory Committee. I do not think I can improve 
on the arguments against the allocation of the seat to this Chamber 
adduced by Mr, S. M. Bose. All that I can hope is that Sir Laurie 
Hammond’s Committee will see to this again and come to definite 
findings that commerce should not be looked at from communal stan<l« 
point of view and hold that the claim of this Chamber to a seat in the 
Bengal I^egislature rests on a very unsafe foundation. 


Mr. SARAT KUMAR ROYS Sir, I regret that in spite of onr 
persistent protest from the ver>' beginning of the Reform proposals, 
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aur clailil tor adequate repre^entutioii in the future constitution of the 
OoTernttient of Benf^al, and particularly in that of the Legislatures in 
Bengal, has been hopelessly ignored. 

1 think it cannot be gainsaid that the landholders as a couiiuuuity 
have the greatest stake in this province. They have always been t*on- 
scious of their serious res|wnsibility for good Government ami parti- 
cularly in the maintenance of law and order in the province. Besides, 
they regularly meet the demand for Land Hevenue iji spite of various 
difficulties and handicaps in the way, thus ensuring the stability of 
finance of this Provincial (lovernment. Naturally, one should expect 
that their claim for adequate lepresentntion is recognised in all the 
spheres of the Government, 

But it is extremely regrettable that although we (lied ourselves 
hoarse, still in the Bengal Legislative Assembly we have been given 
not more than the same number of seats iu a House c(nisistiiig of 
nearly double its present strength; while there is absolutely no inenti(m 
wliatsoever about them in the constitution of the Beiigiil Ii(‘gislative 
('(Uincil, that is, in the Tpper House. Tlial indeed is a sad mistake. 

Instead of dividing the Ppper House on a eoinniunul basis, the 
clistrihution of seats theie ought lo lu* according to the ])rincij)al inteiesta 
and stakes in the country. Hence I move that the landholders l>e given 
more and adeipiatc lepicseiitation iu the Lower House and also at 
least one seat in the rpf)er House. 


Babu LALIT KUMAR BAL: Mr. P resident, Sir, a seriiuis injustice 
has been (hme to the scheduled castes of the Bakurgaiij district by 
reserving only one seat for them and by allocating that lescoved seat 
to the North-Last Uuial (General) (’oust it iiency (Sndur and Bhola sub- 
divisions) instead of the South-West Uural (General) (’onstitueiicy 
(Patuakhali and Pinqpur subdivisions) of that district. The memo- 
randum says that seats have been distributed on population liasin. But 
the numerical strength of the scheduled cu.stes of the Bakarganj district 
excluding municipal areas is 407,0't9 and is apparently far greater 
than even double the numlrer of Scheduled castes of each of (he districts 
of Malda, Murshidahad, Nadia and Howrah excluding Municipal 
areas. It will 1^ found from the memorandum that even the general 
population of the district of Malda is far less than the Scheduled castes 
population of the Bakarganj district. So, ufrart from other considera- 
tions, from the standpoint of jM)pulation alone which has Ireen the only 
criterion for distribution of seats, the Bakarganj district ought to get 
'4wo reserved seats for the Scheduled castes. I^eaving aside the (|uestion 
of population, the Scheduled castes of the Bakarganj district are entitled 
to two reserved seats also in consideration of the political consciousness 
and the spread of education among the Scheduled caste people of the 
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Bakarganj distiict as well as of the extremely difficult communications 
in different paHs of the same on account of the innumerable rivers and 
canals existing therein. 

Sir, it will be remembered that the Communal Award provided ten 
seats for the Scheduled castes of Bengal by separate electorate and this 
Communal Award was subsequently amended by the Poona Pact by 
raising the number of seats to 30 and introducing the system of joint 
electorates for election to these seats with a panel of four persons 
elected by the Scheduled castes for each of such reserved seats. The 
principle upon which Ilis Majesty’s Government proceeded to introduce 
the system of separate electorate for the Scheduled castes and upon 
which the panel system was subsequently introduced in the Poona 
Pact was to ensure genuine representation fn>m the Scheduled castes 
and the very fact of the introduction of the panel system for the 
t^cheduled castes goes clearly to sliow' that Ilis Majesty’s Government 
3ind the ])roinoters of the l*oona Pact were prompted by a desire to 
-enstire such genuine representation. The Provincial Advisory Committee 
bas deviated from this fundamental principle by allocating reserved 
'Seats to certain districts, namely, Malda, Murshidabad and Howrah, 
where the caste Hindus are predominating in every respect, and parti- 
rtilarly in respect of numerical strength and consequently the Scheduled 
tcastes have no chance of sending their genuine representatives from 
these districts. Following the principle of genuine representation from 
the Scheduled castes, the Government should allocate reserve seats in 
greater number to those areas like the district of Bakarganj \\here the 
S(dieduled castes are more numerous than the caste Hindus. If the 
tiovernnnuit, after careful (‘onsideration, finds it absolutely impossible 
fto reserve two seats for the Scheduled castes of Bakarganj, then the 
reserved seat which has been allocated t(» the Bakarganj North-East 
Kurnl (General) Const ituen(‘y (Sadar and Bhola subdivisions) should, 
on the same principle of genuine representation, be transferred to the 
Bakarganj South-AVest Rural (General) Constituency (Patuakhali and 
Perojpur subdivisions) with a view to ensure such genuine representa- 
tion of the scheduled castes from that district. It will be seen that 
flcheduled caste pop\ilation of the Bakarganj South-AVest Rural (Patua- 
khali and Pirojpur) is 224,549 wdiereas that of the Bakarganj North- 
East Rural (Sadar and Bhola) is only 189, d90 and the population of 
the caste Hindus in the two constituencies is 130,637 and 244,338 
respectively. 8o, on the very principle, the principle of population 
ha.si8 upon which the seats have been distributed, as well as to ensure 
genuine representation of the .scheduled castes from the Bakarganj 
district, the Government should be well advised to transfer the reserved ^ 
eeat from the Bakarganj North-East Rural to the Bakarganj South- 
West Rural (Patuakhali and Pirojpur). I appeal to the Government 
to give due and careful consideration to Imth of our legitimate claims. 
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Sir, I accord my whole-beartetl approval to the freneral piincipW 
followed by the Provincial Advisory Committee on the subject of deli- 
mitation of constituencies, namely, the separation of rural areas from 
the municipal areas and the jreneral and scheduled castes population aa 
the b^is for distribution of seats in the general and scheduled caste* 
constituencies. On these points and on other points concerning the sulw 
ject, we have already expressed our detailed opinion tlm)ugh the All- 
Bengal Depressed Classes’ Federation for careful consideration of lh» 
Government. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: I do not like to speak in thi» 
Council for a very long time, beraiiNC after two da\.>‘ debate very little 
has been left unsaid. I liave a rather parochial instinct and would 
speak of my own constituency of Jessore and the way in wliich seats- 
have been allotted to it. I begin by saying that on the whole 1 
heartily endorse the Governnient memorandum distributing the seats 
in the district of Jessore. The Delimitation Committee’s distiihution 
of seats is rather, to my mind, iniquitous. It was the vivisection of 
all subdivisions taken together and the regrouping of it which was* 
unnecessarv’ because if all subdivisions have got to be dissected and 
regrouped it is as good as keeping them whole and entire. I l^jplieve 
the committee was actuated hy the motive of redistribution of popu- 
lation, hut I think, taking the distributions as (hey are, when in the 
case of Ifooghly with 145,tKH) jKipulation it has been given one seat, 
I do not think there is any inequity in giving Bongaon with a popu- 
lation of 158, (KM) another seat. In this way I think the Government 
ineinorandum of the distribution of seats and delimitation of consti- 
tuencies is judicious, equitable and fair. On tlie other hand, I thinfc 
that the distribution of .seats ns advi.sed by the Provincial Advisory 
Committee is unfair and uncon.scionable. I therefore oppose this pro- 
posal of the Advisory Committee and support the Government proposal 
and I think the Delimitation Committee which is coming fn)m England 
will agree with me. 

As regards the I>egislative Council seats, I entirely agree with my 
friend Mauivi Ahul (^uasem who though coming from Khulna did not 
ignore the fact that Jes.sore along with Khulna has l>een treated very 
badly. I endorse every word he says, and I would not like to repeat 
what be has said. In the objection that T have suhpiitted to the* 
Government I have suggested that instead of the entire district of 
24-Parganas, minut of course the municipalities and cantonments. Inking 
tacked with Jessore and Khulna, and leaving Nadia and Murshidabad 
by themselves an equitable distribution may be made in the matter 
of population by distributing the thana of 24-Parganas as is Tiecetwi- 
tated by the exigencies of the .situation to these two districts. I do 
not think that there is any justification in treating Nadia and 
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Mursbidabad in a more favourable light than Jeesore and Khulna. If 
another »eat could be given to 24-Parganas, I have no objection, Kut 
I etrongly object that these two districts should be linked with the 
district of 24-rargaiia8 making a huge total of population in the 
constituency which is without a parallel in this province. I do hot 
like to go into controversies or generalities. Much has been said about 
it, and I hope that these remarks will be sent on as has been suggested 
to the Delimitation (/ommittee when it comes, with the necessai'y 
%'iewH, if any, which may be expressed by the Government. 

Mfi P. BANERJI: Several members congratulated the Hon’ble 
Member yesterday on Government’s decision, and others criticised it 
in most objectionable terms. I do not know if there w'as any criticism 
from this side of tlie House or whether the Ilon’ble Member will con- 
gratulate himself when he hears it. I was struck by the one principle 
and one motive which was apparently all over the report of the 
Delimitation Committee, and that has been referred to by Dr. Sen 
Gupta also. Dr. Sen Gupta in scathing terms criticised the policy of 
the Govern iin*n t ; he said the only poli(‘y of the Governraent was to 
shut out the Nationalists from the coming (’onstitution, and it was 
proved beyond doubt that not only was this criticism made by Dr. Sen 
Gnptu but Maulvi Nuusher Ali to which <d)jections were taken, not only 
yesterday but to-day, by those Muhammadans whom 1 may term as rank 
Communists. Nationalist Muhammadans like Maulvi Abdus Samad and 
others are not afraid of being known as Nationalists to-day. The time 
is not tar distant when they will hud tliat under the new C-onstitution 
Mr. Suhrawurdy even will not he here. <Mr. Si iir.wn .xudy : No, no. 

I will eiune here again.) 1 shall explain what his opinion will be 
then. 1 will begin with om‘ thing, the Labour seats in which 
Mr. Suhruwardy is very much interested. Mr. Kay (’howdhury, who 
is not here to-day, says that in this jww (’onstitution Labour lias been 
very shabbily treated, in spite of all the help he gave to (Jovernment 
ill season and out of season. 

MTi presidents Order, onler. Will you plea’^e withdraw 
Ikose words H 

Mr. BANERJI: I have no object ion to w ithdraw ing, but Sir, in 
your abseiiee yesterday, be did say so. I submit to your order, but 
1 will prove to you whether Labour has lieen shabbily treated or not. 

I will show you how Labour Iluious have been treated. It was 
pointed out yesterday that the Government had done this with a 
motive. All the Trade rnions have not been recognised. There are 
already 80 registered Trade Unions in Bengal, and out of these 80 
iinious only two have been recognised. One is the Trade Union ol 
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Bailway^ porkers, and the other is the Trade Union of MiU Workers, 
We caaaot understand why these two trade unions have been specially 
treated while so many have been registered. Government in replv to 
a question by a member said that they disallowed certain suspected 
labour onions in this country, but still other organisations in this 
country have not been taken into consideration. I will mention some 
of them: The Postal Workers’ T'nion, tlje Tramways Workers’ 
Union, the Telegraph Workers' Union, the Corporation Workers’ 
Union, the Dockers’ Union, the (Jas Workers’ Union-all these have 
no place there. The Government of Bombay ha\e accepted these 
unions, so I cannot understand wliy they have not been accepted by 
this Government. It is not fair, I should say, on the jMut of this 
Government. Our Government usually follow other (lovernments in 
other Provinces, why have they not done so in this matter P What 
is the fear of the Government of Bengal? The Government here 
thought if they recognised the trade unions, all of them here, then 
only Nationalists will come to the Council. The whole underlying 
policy of the Government is to shut out the Nuti(uialis( as far as 
possible. That is their wliole policy. As you know Government of 
Bengal sent many momhers of trade unions to jail, and even after 
bringing them out of jail. 1 <*ofisider this has been tlu* policy of 
Government of Bengal. They should not do so. They should help 
Indian organisiitions or unions. They might maintain that the 
organisation is not very right, hut .still it is in existence and it is a 
recognised organisation. Tlieref'orc, instead of 4 seats that Imve been 
given, one sho\il<l he given t(> the collieries, another to the tea 
gardens. AN hat will be the position of represtm la lives of these l^^ihour 
Unions? They will come under tlie dictation of the cupitalists and 
genuine Labour Unions will have no place in this constitution. In the 
name of I>ahour the people will go against tlu* interests of liuhour. 
That is the poliev set out so far as Labour seats are concerned. I 
will not lake niucli ot y(»ur time to <Iiscuss the weight^ige or percentage 
of weightage tliat is given to urlwn areas or rural areas, as there lias 
been a lot of criticism on (his matter. I would only point out, as was 
pointed out by Air. Shanti Shekhareswar Itay yesterday, that the 
Committee did not do anything which could not be done by u eJerk of 
the Secretariat. The rural areas of tlie 24-Parganas luive be<’n allotted 
two Hindu seats — one for the Sadar and Bauria subdivisions excluding 
the municipal areas, and the other for Barrat kpur, Baraset and Diamond 
Harbour subdivisions. I fail to understand the object of making a 
constituency like that. It has bt»en said by several speakers that the 
constituencies have been made unwieldy. If it is necessary it has to 
be done, because there has I»eeii extended franchise. But at the same 
time it must be done with a certain amount of common-sense. In the 
fitness of things Diamond Harbour which is at the one end of the 
diitrici should have been grouped together with the Sadar subdivision 
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in the south, and Barrackpur, Baraset and Bashirhat grouped together 
in the north. If there be an inequality of population in these areas, 1 
submit that Home of the t lianas from one part may l)e grouped with 
another part as has been done in other districts, in order to make up 
the deficieiK^y of population. 

I will just give another instance. The district of Midnapore has 
been given seats. Now take the case of the subdivisions of Tamluk 
and Contai which liave been grouped together and given three seats. 
There also the thanas have been divided up and some thanas from 
Tamluk subdivision luive been merged in another aubdivision, in order 
to ensure equal distribution of seats af5<*ording to population. I have 
one or two renmrks to make about the representation of commerce. 
Serious objections have been taken to allotting a sent to the Moslem 
Chamlx^r of (kmimerce and there was a lot of controversy too. I have 
no objection to giving the Moslems more seats, but what I do want is 
that the nationalists, wdiether they be Hindu, Moslem or l)t*pressed Class, 
should come in. But in the new Constitution the underlying policy 
of (iovernment has alw'ays been to shut out the nationalists. As I have 
pointed out, we are afraid of such arguments as were advanced by 
Khan Baluidur Maulvi Abdul Momin to-day and Maulvi Tamizuddin 
Khan yesterday. When I talk of nationalist I am always interrupted. 
They fear that the whole policy would 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Y on were talking something about tbe com- 
mercial .seats. Do not be carried off your feet. 

(At this stage the member, having reached his time-limit, had to 
resume his seat.) 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I shall refrain from dealing in detail 
with the propo.sals of the Delimitation Committee and the changes 
made therein hy (iovernment, us the proposiils and a large volume of 
memoranda will again be considered hy the Delimitation Committee. 
But there are certain general aspects to which I .shall refer. But before 
I do so I hope you will permit me to join issue with Maulvi Nausher 
Ali who has let down our community. I do not w’isb to repeat the 
arguments which have been advanced with regard to separate electorates 
on tbe floor of this House but separate electorates are necessary not 
only for the Moslems but as tbe best method of representation. But 
I do wish to .say that our demand for separate electorate is in no way 
due to inferiority complex on our part or any desire on the part of 
any one of ii.s to come in by the back-door when he sees that he will not 
be able to come in through the system of joint electorate. Such charges 
as were made hy Maulvi Nansher Ali do not redound to the credit of 
those who make them. Certainly I admit that the Moslems are inferior 
in many respects. For one they desire to keep their women away fitwi 
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the turmoil of the election and their women themselves do not take 
•advantage of the votes that have been given to them. They have not 
the opportunity which is necessary to capture the votes and bring the 
voters to the polling station; they have not tlie influence and capacity 
which the landlords and money-lenders possess. They do not know 
how to manipulate tlie voters and the voters* list and the censu.s, ami 
they have no desire to raise the communal issue at the time of the 
elections. Inferiority in these matters by no means connotes that they 
are not superior in administrative ability or that they cannot work in 
promoting the happiness of the greatest number. Joint electorate does 
not mean the triumph of better man. It means the triumph of those 
who belong to the majority community and the triumph of tliose who 
can exploit and rouse communal feelings and are j)ast masters in play- 
ing off one against the other. 1 hope Maulvi Nnusher Ali will give 
due heed to this before he runs <I()%\n the superior wisdom of hia 
community. 

As far as Mr. P. llanerji is concerned, I join issue with him when 
he says that those who speak in favour of separate electorate are rank 
comniunulists. (hi the other hand, thev ore the true nationalists, 
because they want prop(‘r lejire.sentation : fiom them will arise a young 
Turk who w ill keej) the ( ornmunalists in their proper jilai'c, and then I 
do not know whether Mr. P. Hanerji will find a place in this (hmncil. 

Now. coming to the jiropo.sal, the first jaiint which strikes me is the 
constant attack on the urban representation by members from tbe 
mufassal. It seems to me that these attacks are really a dcfemv. 
Those members know perfectly well (hat the urban areas have been 
treated most shabbily, hence they anticipate criticism by counter- 
critic i.sms. 

When Mr. A. K. Ilasu was .speaking I mu.st confess (hat I wa.i 
unduly perturbed by the large measure of agreement in which T found 
myself with bis speech, but a little after he relieved my embarrussmeiit 
by coming down to his pniper place and by vilifying the Moslems in his 
best way. The point on which I agreed with him was with regard to 
the proper representation of the urban area. I feel gratified to some 
extent to .see that in the Instrument of Instructions that has Wen issued 
to the Delimitation Committee two points have been mentioned which 
in my humble way I tried to place without any measure of siu’cesa 
before the Provincial Delimitation Committee. The first point was that 
there ought to be some reasonable proportion between urban representa- 
tion and the representation accorded to the rural areas. There is no 
doubt wliatsoever that you cannot jmssibly proceed on the basis of 
population in giving representation to the urban areas. Many of my 
Moslem friends have been carried away by the rule of thumb as it 
populatiou is the only thing which ought to justify the number of 
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personn to be allotted to any particular constituency. We all know and ' 
even all the members must confess that they themselves have deserted! 
the rural areas to find a place in the urban areas, that the intelligenleia 
do gather in tJie urban areas and the people of the rural areas do send ' 
their children t<^) the urban areas for the purpose of education. I wag 
glad to see that Maulvi Abul Easem gave due measure of praise to the; 
importance of Cab-utta, although I disagree with him when he sayf “ 
that Bengal can get along without Calcutta. Producers may produce^' 
in rural areas, l)ut (Calcutta turns their produce into money, and the' 
imj>ortance of (’alcutta therefore cannot be minimised. Although I 
speak of the Moslem seats, althougli the seats in the New Constitution 
will be three times their number in the present Constitution — namely, 
in place of 39 seats in the present Constitution we are going to have 
117 seats — the number of seats allotted to Calcutta still remains two. 

It is anticifMited that the number of voters will be 10 times more than 
the present number. Every one who pays the slightest municipal rate 
and tax will have a vote; every matriculate or anycme of a similar 
standard will have tlie advantage of voting. If all of them take 
advantage of the V(jte then tlie number of voters in Calcutta will be .so 
great that it will be imjmssible for any person to manij)ulate them or 
to lake advantage of those votes or to reac h the voters. Tlie ^luslims 
of (^aleutta have met together at a meeting and have claimed 4 seats. 

1 think that tlieir demand is, by no means, immoderate. I do not 
expect the Delimitation Committee t<> accede to tlie demands of the 
people of Calcutta because tlie Committee happens to be overridden by 
rural interests, but 1 hope that the Delimitation Commission will con- 
sider th(^ claims ol Muslim Cab utta and a< cord them their j)roper share. 

Sir, the second point which I stressed in the Committee and which 
was agreed to in one or two instances was that ])opulation ought not to 
be tlie side criterion tor according seats but that you should consider 
not only the jiopulation but also the area which a jiaiticular member 
W'ill have to cover. It is stated in the Instrument of Instructions that 
the (‘omstitueucies should not be so large that the members will 
necessarily Ibe out of toueh with their constituents. It should be so 
compact that they may lie able to come into I'ontuet with it. Now% Sir, 
when we find that a constituency which enjoyed one seat under the old 
constitution and still gets one seat when the number of voters are 
increased by about 4 to 7 times, then it is absolutely impossible for 
such a member to keep in touch with his con.stituency. This is a point 
which the Delimitation Commis-sion ought to consider when it considers 
the proposals of (fovernment. 

Coming to the seats allotted to the Chambers of Commerce, namely, 
the industries and (‘ommeree seats, I desire to consider the subject only 
Trom the point of view* of indu.stiy and commerce and not from the point 
of view of Hindus or Mussalmans. The result would be the same if I 
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^ V«xe to. stress the necessity of more representation for the Muslim 
CItamW of Commerce. We know that there are four Inxlies that aro 
Tying with one another for representation. The first is the llengal 
Mahajan Sahha, to which one seat has been given, the Indian Mining 
Federation being relegated to the hack grounds by (foveriniient. The 
second is the Bengal National Clmmher of Commerce which bus got two. 
One seat has been given to the Marwari Association, and one to the 
^Muslim Chamber of Commerce. To begin willj, the Bengal Mahajan 
'“Sahha. as Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin has pointed out. cannot, by 
any logical means, claim a seat from those reserved for Industry and 

Commerce. This is a niahajans' association and its members primarily 
lend out money. U^n^^tion.) 


Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: Sir, may I oiler a personal 
explanation*^ The Bengal Mahajan Sahha does not represent money* 
lenders only: it represents the inland trader> of Bengal. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Possibly, it does represent to some 
extent the inland traders. After the mahajan has ca]>tured the prodiu'e 
of its debt<»rs and got hold of their money, to that extent tlie 
members of tin ^faliajan Subha may repiesent the inland traders but 
even then inland traders an' a vastly ditferent thing from commerce and 
industry. (Mif. An\M)\ Mohvv Poiji>\u ; A"ou will b(‘ well advisefl 
if you just gu tlnougl) the rejv)rt of the Southborough (’ommittee.j 
And it seems tlml the one seat which has been allotted to the MabajaTi 
Sabhii is simply due to the fact that at some time in the ili slant past 
when it was staited as a new and separate organization Mr. Poddar’s 
association was able to capture the sympathy and imagination of a 
particular (government. And that is the reason why ue too in the 
Committee have allotted one seat to them. Otherwise, lui the basis pitrely 
of commerce and industi\ if has abs<»lutely no claim t(» repi CNcntat imi. 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin has well pointed out that these gentlemen 
have got enormous influence in the mufassal <»ver their debtors and can 
well get returned to the ('oiincil through the general constituencies. 


Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR. A"ou should look into the report 
of the Southborough Committee. I am afraid you wait, unless you get 
a second brief. 


Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWAR0Y; We shall surely look into that report 
when we have time, but in the mean time the Bengal Mahajan Sabha 
has no claim whatsoever to a seat, and what is more important is that it 
afaoold be one* of the last bodies that should speak against the Muslim 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: I must observe that Khan Bahadur Momin was 
not ri^ht when he said that the meaning of the word “Mahajan” implied 
money-lenders. It is entirely wTong. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY! Sir, they were money-lenders first nnJ 
then turned into inland traders. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. That does not convey the meaning that was* 
attached to the word by the Khan Bahadur. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The mahajans are either money-lenders 
or bankers. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Xo, that is not the etymological m'*aning of the 
word. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: But, Sir, all those gentlemen who 
spoke against the Muslim Chaml)er of Commen'e have never looked into 
the roll of members of the Sabha in order to find out how many persons 
or mimes are there. (Mr. Ananda Mohan Podoak : More than dOO.) 
All right, I accept it. More than dOO. I believe that the numHier has 
increased to more than dOO since the representation was submitted to the 
Delimitation (^nnmittee on the la.st occasion. (A voitk : Never.) 

Let us now turn to the case of the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce. We find here, again, that on the same principle as that of 
the Bengal Mahujun Subha two seats were given to the National 
Chamber originally. This laidy does not represent any national 
interests. There are a large number of bodies that have sejiaratetl 
from that Chamber. They do not represent traders, merchants, or 
industries. Now, the influence of the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce is very great because they have a very fine spokesman in the 
person of Mr. Nnlini Ranjan Sarkar. It mainly represents only that 
branch of “industry” or “trade” to which Bengalis have turned during 
the lust few years, namely, the insurance business. Sir, every one must 
arknowleilge the value of Mr. Sarkar’s (‘ontributions to problems of 
commerce and industry, but, apart from that, taking this body without 
Mr, Nalini Kanjan Sarkar, I do not think that it can really claim very 
much imfiortance. And when it wines forward and says that merely 
because it has called itself “national,” therefore it should usurp all 
the 5 seats that is a contention that rests on such weak grounds that 
their claim cannot be considered by anyone with the smallest modicum 
of common-sense. 

liCt us now come to the Marwuri Association. The very honest 
gentleman who represented that body before the Delimitation Com* 
roittee admitted that its members, though still wealthy, have most of 
them left the piece-goods business which entitled them to membea*ship 
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of the AMOciation : lie further admitted that it was now more a social 
body than a commercial body. And, in spite of this, we have accord- 
ed one seat to them. Now, I think that if the Delimitation Commission 
considers the claims of these bodies it will have to disenfranchise some 
of them 

(At this stage the member having reached his time-limit had to 
resume his seat.) 

Maiiivi ABDU8 SAM AD: Mr. l^resident. Sir, I find that the debate 
has taken a communal turn — a contingency wliich the Ilon’ble Home 
Member anticipated and sincerely desired to avoid. In fact, in his open- 
ing speech introducing the motion lie requested the lion ’hie memliers 
of the House not to introduce the question of Communal Award or to 
discuss its merits or its demerits. Hut in spite of his warning the 
members of the House have not only introduced the Communal Award 
but have also discussed its merits and demerits. As was to he expected, 
my Hindu friends as a rule have denounced the Award as anti-national, 
and unjust and unfair to the Hindu community. On the other hand, 
my Muslim friends, (except Maulvi Xausher Ali, have hailed the (’oin- 
inunal Award as the Magna Charta of the Mu.slim community and have 
spoken in very eulogistic terms alKiui its beneficial eflfects uihui the 
Muslim community. Now, Sir, the main argument on which my Mus- 
lim friends seek to justify the system of separate electorate is that 
the majority of the Micslim community are in favour of it. 1 do not 
admit that there is any truth whatsoever in that assertion. How can 
they say that the majority of the Muslim community have demanded 
separate electorate when no plebiscite has lieeii taken and no general 
election was held on this issue and in the absence of these how ran you 
say 


Mr. H. 8, 8UHRAWARDY: I^et my friend go to Murshidahad and 
take a plebiscite over this (juestion of the Communal Award. And 
see what the verdict of the electorate is. 

Mtuivi ABDU8 BAM AD: JiCt the Communal Award be first with- 
drawn and then let a plebiscite or a general election lie held over this 
issue of electorate and you will see w hat the verdict w ill be. But iis long 
as the Communal Award exists there will be no chance for any supporter 
*»f joint electorate to get ele<‘ted. Let the Communal Award lie with- 
drawn as I have said and then let a plebiscdte In? taken. On this con- 
dition precedent I am prepared to accept Mr. Suhrawardy^s challenge. 
Now, Sir. even assuming for the sake of argument that the majority 
of the Muslim community demand it, the fact remains that the Hindus, 
the Sikhs and lastly even the Indian Christians — as was evident from 
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the speech of Mr, Nag in this Council yesiorday-^wbo together cmiiti* 
iute 4 1 Mbs of the total population of India, they are all in favour 
of joint electorate. But, Sir, what is the reason that has led GkiverU*^ 
nient in utter disrej^rd to the opinions and sentiments of the A/bihs oi { 
the total Indian population to concede to the demand of only a 
jiirroscopic minority of the population ? The real fact is that tde 
Government has g^ranted separate electorate not because the Muslims 
have wanted it hut because Government themselves want it, in their 
own interests and in the interest of British imperialism. Are we to 
understand tliat the British Government are partial to the interests of 
the Muslim community? 

Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDYs No, they are only just and fair To the 
interests of the Muslim community. 


Mauivi ABDU8 8AMAD: But Hien Government must be fair and 
just to all and Government are expected to he impartial. Separate 
eb'ctorate is highly detrimental to the interests of the Muslim (om- 
munity; it will simply antagonise the Hindu community^ who are 
educationally, politically us well as economically more advanced than 
the Muslims and without whose co-(>peration and assistance we can never 
do. It is only a handful of self-seekers who demand separate electorate 
in their (twn ]H*rsonal interest. Sir, Mauivi Nausher Aii has been made 
a target of attui'k simply because he has made a statement of fact which 
contains nothings but truth. 

I shall now speak a few word'^ alM)ut the delimitation of constituen- 
cies. The distiict of Murshidabad has a population of atK)ut 7(il,r)82 
and there are four subdivisions in the district. The district, on the 
population I)asis, is entitled to get o-S seats but has been gMven only 
d seats. Now what the l*rovin<-ial Advisory ('ommittee have done is 
to allot one seat to Sadar subdivision with a iMipulation of 243,684 
under the name of Berhamjmre Muhammadan Constituency. That 
is all right, (tne seat has been allotted to Jangipur subdivi.sion with 
a population of The third seat has been allotted to the two 

subdivisions, iMillbag and Kandi (ombined with a population of 
322,284. Now the disparity in the impulation of the 3 constituencies 
is apparent on the face «»f it. The impulation of this third constituency, 
which is named Murshidabad South-West Muhammadan Constituency, 
exceeds the impulation of the other two con.stituencies by about a lakh. 
If you consider the area you wrill find that the disparity is still more 
glaring. The area of the two subdivisions, I^allbag and Kandi, is 957 
sq, miles whereas the area of the Sadar subdivision is 345 sq, miles and 
that of Jangipur is 497, Now both in point of population and in point 
of area the disparity is very glaring and the candidate who would seek 
election from the Murshidabad South-West Constituency, that is, from 
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LailHag tmd £andi subdiVisionfl, would have to run about a larger 
area of distance than the candidates who would seek election from the 
other two constituencies. Another fact is that the whole Kamli subdi- 
vision lies to the west of the river Ithagirnthi and whereas the thanas 
of liulibag subdivision except that of Nahagram lie to the east of that 
river. There is no cultural affinity between the inhabitants of Lallbag 
and Kandi. I think that Khun Bahadur M. A. Moiniu, who was a 
Subdivisional Officer Ixith at Kandi and Lallbag, will lieur me out that 
the habits and manners of the Mu.slims of these two subdivisions are 
quite different and ethnologically they are of dilTerent orijfin. So 
it is not proper to tag Lallbug with Kandi. It seems to me that 
the Provincial Advisory (Vimmittee were guided more by principle of 
convenience of the future distribution than the convenience of the 
future candidates and other things. If one more seat is given id Mur- 
shidabad, tliat is, if the seats are raised from d to 4. then tin* \^ hole 
difficult V can be easily judved by allotting on<* seat to each of these four 
subdivisions. But if that is not possible I 'support the suggest i(»ns matle 
by the Murshidabad Muhaminadan As.sociation which has submitted 
a representat ion to the Itefoinis (’oniinissioner. 'fhe Association ha» 
made the t<db»wing suggestion^: — The Sadar subdivision under the 
name of Murshidabad <‘onstituencv should remain as it is. d'he whole 
area of the Kandi subdivision and the areas of Nabagram tiunia in the 
Lallbag subdivision and the Sagardighi, Suti and Sliamsherganj thanaa 
of the dangipur subdivision lying to the west ot the river Bhagirathi 
have a |K»pulation of 1^77, OS’) and should form one (‘onstituency umler 
the name of Mur^hidal^ad \Ve-«t Muhammadan (’onstituency. 'I'he area 
under Kaghunathganj the remaining thana in the .Iangip\ir subdivi- 
sion and tile areas under the Baninagar, Murshidabad, Bhagabangola, 
Lalgola and Jiaganj thanas of the lyallbagh subdivision containing a 
population of 240, tKM) should form the third constituency under the 
name of Murshidabad North Muhammadan C’onstituent-y. If this 
suggestion is accepted it would lie found that both the area and the popu- 
lation of the three constituencies would be almost e(|ual. ruder these 
circumstances I would suggest that the suggestion of the Murshida- 
bad Muhammadan AsscKiation, which I fully endorse, will be taken 
into consideration. 


BMmi AMULYADHAN ray S I do not like to go into the details 
aa 1 am afraid there is no time at my disposal. I will try to be brief. 
Sir, r in very strong terms support the opinion of the All-Bengal De- 
pressed Classes' Federation whiidi has been forwarded to the Reforma 
Commissioner. I am entirely iit agreement with the liocal (lovem- 
menCs proposal which has been adopted for the allocation of general 
seats. In other words, the municipal areas must be separated from the 
ntral areas. I regret very much the agitation which has been set on 
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foot by the caste Hindus to include the urban areas in rural areas. 
I earnestly appeal to the Hon'ble Member to stick to the principle, 
namely, that the urban areas must be separated from the rural areas, 
and Die 66 general seats including the scheduled caste seats should be 
allocated to rural areas not only excluding the municipal but also the 
subdivisional towns, which should be included in urban areas. We 
regret very much that no provision has been made for the representa- 
tion of the scheduled castes in the Provincial Upper House. It would 
have been fair and just if 4 out of 10 general seats would have been 
reserved for the scheduled castes and allocated to the four Divisions, 
namely, Burdwan, Dacca, Presidency and Hajshahi. Then, Sir, my 
esteemed friend Kai Bahadur Sarat Chandra Bal and my friend Babu 
Lalit Kumar Bal have suggested to you that the districts of Murshida- 
bad and Nadia should be deprived of the schedule caste seats. I enter 
my most emphatic protest against it. They should under no ground 
be deprived of these two seats which have been given. Then, Sir, I 
submit to you one point, namely, that undue weightage has been given 
to the urban areas. 


Mft Be Ce CHATTER4EE: I have listened, Sir, to these two days’ 
debate with a deep sense of humiliation and a deeper sense of dis- 
apjM)intment. The Hindu, the caste Hindu, if we may so call him, 
has been speaking with a deep sense of resentment because he feels 
that he has ceased to he a favourite of the Britisli. The Muhammadan 
is speaking in a tone of exultation because he thinks he is going to he 
the hot lavo\jrite of the British in place of the banished Hindu 
(Question.) and the so-culled .s<’heduled raste Hindu, not (|uite 
knowing what is in store for him, is speaking with an iimeitain voice. 
But what stiikes me in this babel <»f confusion is tliat .*veryone has 
forgotten tliat he is a Bengali, fir>t and last. M\ Hindu countrymen 
shouhl realise, and niy Muhammadan friends ‘should realise, that if 
they really want Bengal to be self-gt)veruing they have got to depend 
on each other, and they have got to develop the habit of living and 
thinking for each other instead of clamouring for favour from the 
British. But the wliole of yesterday and to-day we witnessed nothing 
but a series of attuiks and abuse between the Hindu and 
Muiiainmadan members, each trying to make out a better case for his 
^'ommunity than the precesling speaker. This has been terribly dis- 
appointing. If we really want democracy, do we want to have 
British overlord to Iw* eternally sitting over us, and settling disputes 
betweim us continuing in this eternal state of squabbling and 
difference? That is the real point. I should like to see my Muham- 
madan brethren confirmed in every one of the seats that has been given 
to them. It does not matter in the least if they are given every" on# 
of the seats that Government propose to give them, but where it docs 
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matter that we seem to lack the spirit of brotherliuess and of 
nationhciod. We seem to think that we are enemies, and that each 
must make out a case against the other in order that we miglit get a 
little more favour from the British, who are to listen to these squabbles 
and these arguments. I appeal to every Hindu and every Muham- 
madan to abandon this terribly bad, venomous, unnational habit ot 
trying to make out a case against each other. We do not realise that 
we belong to the some country and come from the same stock. If my 
Muhammadan brothers would .shave their faces, it would he difficult 
to tell US, one from the other. We speak the same language, live in 
the same country, com© from the same stock, have the same interest; 
why do we then present this terrible picture of going for each other 
and trying to harm each other? I am not going to say anything moie. 
I welcome the giving of every seat to my Muhammadan countrymen, 
including the one seat for the new Qiamber of Commen'e, if that will 
induce them to realise the primary fact that we are not enemies, 
that we are fellow-countrymen, and that in our prosperity lies their 
pro.sperity, and in our progress lies their progress. One more word. 
The one man whom T respect and honour and salute is Maulvi Abdus 
Samad. who has urged, I think, in season and out of sea.son, the point 
which I am now urging. 

Mft PRESIDENT* But Mr. Chatterjee, have you no message to 
give to the Delimitation Committee? (Laughter.) 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Xo, Sir, I have finished. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I move that the question be now put. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I think it will not be an infringement of the 
right of reasonable debate if the debate is closed at this point. 

The question that this Council takes into consideration the proposals 
of the Government of Bengal on the delimitation of constituencies for 
the Bengal I/egislative Assembly and the Bengal I^egislutive Council 
under the Government of India Act, 19‘15, and tlie Report of the 
Provincial Advisory Committee on the Delimitation of Constituencies, 
19*33-34, and recommends that the prf>ceedings l)e forwarded to the 
Delimitation Committee, for their information, was put and agreed to. 

Rs. 16 lakhs allooaltcl by Covsmiiitiit of imlia for expantfltura an 
sohamas of rural uplift 

ThO HOtt*M Sir JOHN WOODHEAO: Sir, I beg to move that 
this Council iWommends to Government that the sum of Rs. 16 lakhi 
allocated by the Government of India for expenditure in Bengal out 

8 



114 


SPECIAL MOTION. 


[l&TH Atro., 


oi the grant voted by the Indian Jjegislaiive Assembly for expenditure 
on schemes of rural uplift be devoted to the following objects, namely : — 

(1) The establishment of seed, paddy and crop demonstration 

centres. 

(2) The improvement of cattle and of fodder crops. 

(d) The improvement of poultry. 

(4) Propaganda work in the districts. 

(5) The establishment of an experimental rural broadcasting 

8ervi(‘e in the Midnapore district. 

(0) The improved marketing of jute and paddy. 

(<) Ihe establishment of coir spinning and weaving demonstration 
parties. 

(8) The establishment of union board dispensaries an<l the 
improvement of water-supplies in rural areas. 

(J) Ihe introduction into selected secondary K(;hools of agricultural 
and manual training; the provision of school playgrounds 
in rural ureas, village playg^rounds and village libraries 
and halls. 

(10) Grunts-in-uid to the Ih)y Scout, Girl Guide and Brutachari 

Movements. 

(11) Minor drainage and flushing schemes in rural areas. 

(12) Impiovements in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. 

(M) Discretionary grants to Commissioners and District Officers. 

Sir, in his budget speech at the end of February last, the Hon’ble 
the Finance Member to the Government of India announced that the 
Government of India had dtn ided to set aside a sum of Rs. 1 crore for 
distribution to the provinces to he spent on schemes for the economic 
development and improvement of rural areas. Out of this sum of 
Its. 1 crore the Hon hie the Finance Meml)er explained that it was 
proposed to earmark a sum of Rs. 10 to 15 luklis for measures in connec- 
tion with the co-operative movement and to distribute the balance of 
Rs, 85 to 90 lakhs to the provinces on condition that first the money 
should l>e spent on 8<*hemes approved by the Government of India and, 
secondly, it should be devoted only to schemes which the local Govern- 
ments would not otherwise have l>een able to undertake in the immediate 
future. Later in the Budget Session the matter was placed before 
the Legislative Assembly in the form of a demand for a grant. The 
grant was voted by the Legislative Assembly and the Government of 
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Bengal lias been informed that <he amount allocated to this province 
for expenditure on schemes of rural uplift is Ks. 1C lakhs. Tliat. Sir, 
is the genesis of this grant, and the special motion which 1 have just 
moved details the objects to which the local (Government pro|K)se to 
devote this money. The Government of Imiia have approved of the 
proposals of the local Government for the expenditure of the grant 
and of course any change in tliose proposals will also re<|uire the 
sanction of the Government of India. 

Sir, the memorandum, which has been in the hands <d the members 
of the House for some days past, explains the several schemes on which 
it is proposed to spend tlie grant. Members have doubtless s(udie<l 
that memorandum and I do not therefore pr<>i>ose, at this stage, to 
occupy the time of the House by referring in detail to the different 
schemes. There is. however, one point to which I should draw the 
attention of the House. It is this. The incmorandum indicates the 
amount likely to be spent on each scheme. Hut as the memorandum 
points out, these amounts are not immutable and it is possible that the 
amounts ultimately spent on each indivi4liml scheme may differ some- 
what from the figures shown in the memorandum, Kxperieme may 
show that some adjustments are necessary. Of course, the total 
expenditure will not be less than Ks. 16 lakhs. 

In conneition with a question asked by liui Satyendra Kumar Dus 
Bahadur some days ago. 1 was asked by a member of the House whether 
the expenditure would be subject to the vote of this (Council. ] replital 
in the negative. That, Sir, is the position. The sum of Hs. 1(> lakhs 
to be spent on wheines of village uplift in tliis province forms part of 
the total grant voted by the I^egislative Assembly for expenditure on 
such schenie.s, and the Government of India have ruled that the vote 
of the (T.pgislative As.sembly dispenses with the necessity for voting 
afresh the amounts to be spent in the several provinces. The Council 
will not therefore be asked to vote grants covering the expenditure. 
But, although this is the p<)siti<»n. Government are desirous of obtaining 
the views of the Council on the manner in which the money should l)e 
spent, and it is for this reason that they decided to adop)t the [irocculure 
of a special motion under 78A of the Rules and Standing Orders, a 
procedure which to them appears to be the most convenient method of 
initiating discussion. 

And finally, Sir, may I draw attention to a small printing error in 
item 1 of the motion as it appears on the list of business? In that 
item there should not be a comma between the word “seed” and the 
word “paddy”. That comma may unfortunately give rise to some 
misunderstanding as it gives rather a different meaning than otherwise 
it would. Item 1 is a scheme for the establisKipent of centres for 
the production of paddy seed and the demonstration of the growing of 
crops such as groundnuts, linseed, potatoes, etc. 
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Mr. PREtIDENT: I may inform the Oouncil that in modiication 
of big previous order, His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to 
allot the 22nd August for the further disposal of this item and I think 
it will be the wish of the House that I should adjourn now. 

The Council stands adjourned till 3 p.m., on Friday, the 16th 
August, 1935, at the Council House, when we shall take up the disposal 
of non>official Bills. 



117 


1936 .] 


ProceadKngi of the Bengal Legiilative Council atteAbled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council Houae, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the IGth August, 1936, at 3 p.m. 


Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath RaV 
Chowdhuey, of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Membem of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 96 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 

Registration of doouments containing mlsdoooription of rights of 

vondors. 

*43. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR GUHA: (a) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education (Registration) Department aware — • 

(i) that conveyance of landed properties containing wilful mis- 

description as to the rights of vendors to such projwrties, 
not sui)ported by the description in the settlement khatian$t 
are being freely registered by Registering Officers in the 
province; and 

(ii) that this practice has given rise to innumerable ruinous liti- 

gations? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of issuing at an early date a general cir- 
cular to aU the Registering OfficA^rs in the districts to verify the descnis* 
tion of lands given in the documents with that recorded in the resf)ec- 
tiv6 settlement khatians before actual registration of such documents 
where final publication of the re<’ord-of-rights has l>een made? 

MINISTER in diargt of EDUCATION (REGISTRATION) 
DEPARTMENT (tho HonlMo Khan Bahadur M. Aiixuf Haqua): 

(a) (t) Documenti, in which the rights of vendors have been misdescribed, 
have been registered in some districts. 
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(U) No. The Government are not aware of this. 

(6) No. The member^s attention is invited to the reply to ques- 
tion No. 56 asked during the Marcn session of the Council. 

Miulvi 8YED MA«IID BAK8H: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
please to state what steps have been taken with respect to those districts 
where such wrong misdescriptions were made in the documents? 

Thtt Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M* AZIZUL HAQUE: If my friend 
wants this information, I shall be pleased to furnish that; but I cannot 
tay offhand now. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHANAs Is the Hon’ble Minister 
aware of the fact that many offenders have described their occupancy 
rights as uiohrun rights, thereby cheating landlords of their tees? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: No, Sir. I am 
not aware of such cases. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: With leference to 
answer (ol (/), will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state tlie name oi 
names of districts in which such misdescriptions were made? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I ask for notice 
of that (jiiestion, Sir, 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Will the Ilonble 
Minister he pleased to enquire whether on ac(‘(»unt of misdescription in 
the names of landlords, the proprietors of estates have been deprived 
of their legitimate transfer fees? 

Tho Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE : It is very 
difficult to say that, Sir, unless sj)eeific cases are brought to the notice 
of Oovernmenl. 


Rublioation of indOQont literaturo. 

*44. Stth HUNUMAN PROSAD PODDAR: {a) la the Hon'ble 
MemlH»r in ('barge of the Political Department aware-— 

(i) that Calcutta is being flooded with cheap and indecent books, 
booklets and journals; 

(i^ that jHisitively indecent advertisements are getting to be a 
regular feature of some of the pu))er8 of the province; 
iu'i) that some of the newspapers in Calcutta give all the rape and 
abduction cases in all their detailed obscenity; and 
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(tv) that some of the adventuresome journals search out the rape 
and crime cases also from every nook and corner of the 
world and feature them prominently 

(6) Do the Government realise that such indecent literatures and 
publication of such crimes tend to have an evil effect and to lower the 
moral codes of thousands of adolescent young men and women who read 
them ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing* 
instructions to their Press Officer to W more vigilant and to rigorously 
censor the publication of such disgraceful literatures? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bic 
Mr. R. N. Reid); (a) (; ) and ill) Governinent understand that there 
is such literature in circulation and that undesirable advertisements are 
published. 

(Hi) and (ir) A few papers give undue prominence to details of the 
sort referred to. 

(b) Government are conscious of the hanuful eft’c^t of indecent 
literature on the young. 

(c) Government cannot fake action against a publi<'ation unless it 
offends against some provision of the law, hut they are watching the 
aituation closely with a view to instituting prosecutions when feasible. 
There is m» j>rovision in the existing law for previous cemsorshij) of such 
publications. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: With refe reiice to unsw«»r 
(c), is the Hon’hle Member considering the desirability of kindly taking 
steps to introduce a Bill for this purpose in the present Legislature? 

Tha Hon*bl6 Mr. R. N. REID: Th is is a request for action, Sir, 
which I do not think I am called upon to answer. 

Mr. PRE8IDENT: I have allowed questions in the form of a re((uest 
for a(*tion, and I would ask you to give an arisw^er to it. 

The Hon’bla Mr. R« N. REID; Government at present have no such 
proposal under consideration. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Is it not a fact that 
such offences come under the provisions of the Indian Penal Code, and 
that publication of objectionable literature is punishable under the law? 

Tha HOfllllt Mr. R« N. REID: Of course they are, and we are 
looking out for chances of prosecution, when feasible. 
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LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 
NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS' BILLS. 

EstatM Partition (SaoomI Amandment) Bill, 1935. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdl: Sir, I beg to move 
that the Estates Partition (Second Amendment) Bill, 1935, as reported 
by the Select Committee, be taken into consideration. 

Btbu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Mr. President, Sir, I rise to 
oppose the motion of Rai Bahadur Eeshab Oiandra Banerji and beg 
to move, by way of amendment, that the Bill be recommitted to the 
Select (kmimittee with instruction to submit their report by the 31st 
December, 19‘i5. 

The Bill which my hon’ble friend has introduced seeks to amend 
clause 3 of section 5 of the Estates Partition Act, 1897. In order to 
understand the implications of the change sought to be introduced on 
the law of partition, it will be necessary to go through the entire 
section 5 and other cognate sections of the E.-rtates Partition Act. 

Sir, (Chapter II of the Act which comprises sei*tion 5 deals with 
right to claim partition. Section 4 lays down that every recordecl 
proprietor of a joint undivided estate, who is in actual possession of 
the interest in res}>e<‘t of which he is so recorded, shall be entitled to 
claim partition — subject to certain limitations provided in that chapter. 
One of these limitations or restrictions is as provided in sei tion 11 that 
the proportionate revenue of the share of the applicant must not be 
less than Rs. 10. In other words, the shareholder, the revenue of 
whose share is le.ss than Rs. 10, <*annot claim partition. Another 
comlition, as stated before, is that the co-sharer claiming partition must 
have his name recorded or registered in respect of the share, under the 
Tjand Registration Act of 1876 (Bengal Code). 

Now, Sir, section 5 in its five clauses deals with the fundamental 
principles of partition which have been universally accepted and acted 
upon by all courts of law, civil or revenue. Clause 1 lays down that if 
the interest of any recorded proprietor is an undivided share in an 
estate held in <‘onnnon tenancy, he is entitled to have assigned to him 
land having assets projKirtionate to his share in the parent estate. 

Clause 2 says that if the interest of the recorded proprietor is the 
proprietory right over specific mattzm or tracts of land held in 
severalty forming part of the parent estate, he would be entitled to 
have those mnuzas or tracts assigned to him as his separate estate. In 
this case, revenue of the separate estate will only be adjusted proper* 
tionately to the assets of the entire parent estate. 

Now comes in clause 3 which is sought to be amended by the Bill, 
This clause is nothing but a corollary to the first two principles 
enunciated in clauses 1 and 2. This is to the effect that if the interest 
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of suck recorded proprietor cousists of an undivided ehare held in 
common tenancy in specific mavias or tracts forming a part of the 
parent estate, but not extending over the whole area, the piuprietor 
shall have assigned to him lauds situated within the said viauiat or 
tracts, the assets of which shall bear the same proportion to the assets 
of such mmtzas or tracts as his undivided share in such mamas or 
tracts shall bear to the entire mamas or tracts. The other two clauses 
which are also deducible from or corollary to the first two clauses need 
not be quoted here as they are not relevant to the subject. 

Now, Sir, by adding a new proviso by the pro]X)sed amendment, 
clause 3 will be practically abrogated. The proposed amend inent leaves 
it to the discretion of the Collector, whether the rule is to be observed 
or not; in other words, the proprietor of a share in a specific mmtza or 
tract may be given, on partition, lands in other vuntzas or tracts to 
which he had no title l)efore. My friend the hon’ble mover has said 
that owing to this law of the land, some hardship has been experience*! 
in a certain case of which he has given an example in <lie Statement 
of Objects and Reasons of the Bill. My friend gives an illustration in 
hip Objects and Reasons, which he still adheres to, but I shall show 
here that this case cannot have any existence in fact. In the illustra- 
tion, A is the proprietor of 15 annas and B of one anna share in an 
estate. A does not live in his estate, but B has homestead in it. There 
is a block of common land contiguous to B’s house forming a compound. 
A, in order to cause inconvenience to B, out of malicious motives, 
makes a gift of the compound to C, his son or near relative. The 
hon’ble mover’s intention is that if C gets his name registered, he will, 
on partition, be allotted land in the plot of the common land which is 
the compound of B to the detriment of the interests of B. Against 
this, my arguments are as follows : First, as I have said before, this 
is a fictitious case and cannot have any existence in fact. Secondly, if 
A is so preposterous as to make gratuitous transfer of bis 15-anna» 
share in the compound in favour of a near or dear relation in order to 
defraud or to defeat the claims of B on partition, such gift is illusory, 
and under the Land Registrati<in Act the Oollector will not, on 
objection or no objection, register such a persf)n as a recorded proprietor. 
He will ask him to go to the civil court to establish his rights. We 
know such rights are not established in civil courts as they are 
fraudulent transfers with the intention to defraud or defeat the claims 
of others. Section 53 of the Transfer of Properties Act is clear on the 
point. Unless a person is a recorded proprietor, he cannot claim parti- 
tion (vide section 4). Now I come to the other point, vis., that the 
proportionate revenue of C's share in the plot of the compound must 
not be less than Rs. 10. Otherwise C cannot claim partition. We 
know that the proportionate revenue of such a plot which is a compound 
or courtyard of a house cannot be Rs. 10. As far as our knowledge 
goes, a compound, however big it may be, does not ordinarily exceed 
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four or five acres. Besides, in a case like this, there are sufficient 
aafe^uards provided in the Act — I mean sections 64 to 68. Section 64 
lays down that if any land, on which are situated dwelling houses with 
grounds attached to them, of one proprietor, is allotted to the share of 
any other proprietor, such proprietor, on agreeing to pay a reasonable 
rent annually in perpetuity, will l>e entitled to hold the same under 
the separate estate of the other proprietor. The amount of rent will 
be determined and fixed by the Deputy Oollector. Section 65 lays 
down that if any land on which gardens, etc., of one proprietor is found, 
or if any land which is of particular use to any proprietor is assigned 
to others, then section 64 will also be appli(‘able to such land, and the 
proprietor will be entitled to hold such land in perpetuity on payment 
of fixed rent. Sections 67 and 68 provide that such proprietor, if he so 
likes, can redeem the rent, on payment of a premium and hold the 
same as rent-free land., This land will be entered in the register of 
rent-free lands of the (V)llector. If any such case arises at all, as stated 
by the hon’ble mover — I say this case cannot have existence in fact 
except in imagination — then also such proprietor bus got ample 
anfeguurds against it. 

Now, I beg to submit tliat this rule of law has been in existence for 
more than a hundred years. We find that tliere were several HeguLi- 
tions in vogue before 1814. In that year, Regulation XIX of 1814 
was enacted, consoIi<luting all previous Regulations. In Regulation 
XTX of 1814, we find tiuit this rule has been referred to in section 60 
along with other principles. In 187t;, utter deliberations extending 
over more than three years. Act VIII of ISTti was passed, thoroughly 
revising the law on partition of estates. In clause (r) of section 0 rt 
that Act, the identical rule now sought to he relaxed was clearly defiiied 
as one of the cardinal principles ot partition. In 1807, the Partition 
Act was revised and re-enacted in order to invest tlie Puititicm Deputy 
Collector with powers of a Settlement Ofticer and to make other 
changes. In that Act also, the rule has been enunciated with clearness 
and thoroughness. Nobody up to the present time has raised any 
objection to the same except the hoirble mover. Sir, on the security 
of this rule, many persons have purchased a share in specific villages 
and have built dwelling houses thereon. Many persons have been 
carrying on business and have built godowus, many have established 
dispensaries, scIukiIs and many others have established bazars and made 
improvements in the villages or tracts and tenants generally are 
inclined towards such co-sharers owing to their beneficent acts. Some 
persons have taken {lerpetual leases fioni such co-sharers and have 
built dwelling houses, godowns, have excavated tanks, and have made 
various other improvements. I appeal to the hon'ble member to 
imagine the consequences which will follow if tbe rule is abrogated, 
and such proprietors are allotted land in other mauzas. Such proprietors 
or their lessees will be put to great difficulties and dangers and also 
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to immettse losses which cannot be computed in money. They will be 
ousted from their lands by the operation of this law, if enacted, for 
BO fault of theirs, and all cla&ses of tenants will suffer as they were 
in receipt of benefits froni their beneficent acts. One original pro- 
prietor might have sold in bygone years a certain share in a specific 
Quauza, and the purchasing proprietor or his <lesoendants. by various 
acts of improvement, has improved the condition of the locality and 
has become very popular with (he tenants and ha.*' got an immense 
influence over them. Now a grand>on of the original holder of the 
estate has grow*n very jealous of (he powers and influence of such a 
proprietor over the tenants, and cannot bear the sight of a man coining 
from a distance of, say, 30 or 40 miles, growing in influence before his 
very nose. He thinks tliat such a man must be ousted from the village; 
otherwise, the original holder of the estate or his descen«lants cnnnot 
live in peace. Means are to be found out to drive out siu'h inconvenient 
co-sharers from the neighbouilH>od. If the lule is relaxed by the 
present amendment, it will be a handy weapon to drive out such a 
co-sharer from the village, and then establish his influence over the 
tenants who weie inclimvl towarils the purchaser-co-shaier. Sir, this 
amendment will be putting a piemium to the rapacity of this class of 
proprietors who aie jealous of the populaiity ot the other co-sharers 
with the tenants, ami of the imjuoveiiients effe«*ted at enormous (osts 
by them. It is t«> the interest of the original tenants and tenure- 
holders in particular that such a i ule should not be relaxed. Ibis rule 
has Wen in force for a long time without any objection from any 
quaiters. and many rights and liabilities have sprung up in conse- 
quence; many improvements have been eftecte<I ; numerous leases bavo 
been executed, and many pecuniary and social relationships have grow’u 
up on tlie security of this rule. Therefore, this ti me-honoure4i rule 
should not l>e disturbed as it will endanger the rights of ninnerouB 
persons and will put an end to various relationships arising out of such 
rights. Sir, lawyers are all aware that certain interpretations put upon 
certain rules of (he Hindu I.aw by the Privy (’ouiicil are not consistent 
with the correct interpretations the Shastra.^ upon which those rules 
w’ere based. But these rule-' of the Hindu Taiw, as interpreted in the 
British courts^ have been held as good law for over a century now, and 
many rights and liabilities have thereby sprung np around them. In 
recent years, when it was |)ointed out to the Privy CouiM il that the 
rules were based upon a wrong interpretation of the original texts and 
are inconsistent ivith the injunctions of the Shn*tras, the Privy (council 
refused to amend the same on the ground that they have been acted 
upon for a long time, and abrogation of the existing rules will disturb 
the numerous rights which must have grown up on account of such 
rules being in. existence. Similarly, this time-honoured rule of parti- 
tion thould not be in any way disturbed or in any way relaxed. The 
caae cited by my friend, even if it exists at all, may be an exception, 
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and it may be a hard case, but hard cases will make bad law. Law 
exists for the ^^reatest ffood to the greatest number — such a case, being 
an exception, lias its safeguard as provided for in sections 64 to 68. 
No necessity has, therefore, arisen for amending clause 3 of the section. 
Besides, Government always disapproves piecemeal legislation which, I 
think, is a salutary principle. In connection with this Bill, no opinion 
has been invited, and it was sent to the Select Committee. Even the 
Report of the Select Committee has not been widely published and was 
not before the public for a sufficiently long time. Opinions of the 
Collectors and other revenue officers were also not taken, and the public 
have not had sufficient time to express its opinion on such an important 
matter. It may be argued that by this Bill discretion has been given 
to the Collector who will not relax the rule in case of hardship. We 
know that the Collector is a very busy officer and has scarcely time 
enough to look to the.se matters. It is the Sub-Deputy Collectors in 
charge of partition who carry out the work of partition. Sometimes, 
it is seen that the partition clerk behind the w^ene manages everything 
in connection with the partition proceedings. For all these reasons, 
1 oppose the motion of my friend and suggest that it should be rejected. 

Many of the points I have raised here were not placed before the 
Select (Committee, and I, therefore, beg to move that the Bill be 
recommitted. 


iabu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Sir, I rise to oppose 
the motion moved by Hai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji to take 
the Bill into consuleration. Sir, the Bill has been de.scribed to be a 
very simple one because it contains only two clauses. It is practically 
not HO, because it has far-reaching (ymsequences. Sir, the proposed 
amendment, if accepted by the House, will have the chance of 
depriving the owner of n particular muuza or tract appertaining to a 
joint estate of his right or claims to an allotment in the said mauza 
or tract at the time of the partition and he will be placed at the merev 
of the Oolleetor who is going to be empowered to shift him to some 
other muuza or tract to which he has no present right. Under the 
present law such a transferee is entitled, as a matter of right, to claim 
allotment in the identical nmuza or tract in which he has got his right. 
The practice of making such a transfer by a co-sharer proprietor of a 
joint estate and the right of such a transferee to claim allotment in 
the particular ?fiauza owned by him have been recognixed by the 
Government from the beginning of the British rule and have been 
embodied in the various statutes relating to partition of revenue-paying 
estates. No instance of any hardship or any injury to any otW co- 
proprietor has ever been heard of at any time. On the contrary, thia 
practice has conferred benefits on such transferees by enabling them to 
effect improvements on their lands, inasmuch as their right to gat 
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allotmentl in such lands have been assured to them by express legisla' 
tion. This practice has also benefited co-sharer proprietors in a joint 
estate by enabling them to raise money in times of need by disposing 
of specific portions of the estate (without the necessity of parting with 
any portion of their share in the entire estate) to some rich person in 
the locality who would naturally pay a high price for such lands. 
Such a purchaser has been given statutory right to claim allotment in 
such a mnvza or tract by the Estates Partition Acts of 1878 and 1897. 
But once this certainty is gone and he is placed at the mercy of the 
Deputy Collector making the partition (as will be the inevitable effect 
of the passing of the proposed amendment), no one will venture to go 
in for purchase of portions of revenue-paying estates or to spend 
money for purposes of improvement. 

This is a matter which deserves serious consideration, but it seems 
that the members of the Select rommittee lost sight of this aspect of 
the question. They appear to have been alarmed by the highly 
imaginary picture presented before them by the mover of the Bill, 
namely, that unless the law he umendtMl, a major co-sharer of a j(»int 
estate may fraudulently (lispose of a portion of a joint estate which 
may be situated quite close to the dwelling house of the other small 
co-proprietor within the estate. We appeal to the exj)erience of every 
member of the House to say whether any one of them has ever come 
across a (ase like the one inentitmed by the mover of the Bill. It should 
be noted in this connection that the projmsed amendment goes much 
further than the case mentioned by the mover of the Bill and there is 
certainly no justification for a wholesale alteration of the present law 
on this point and to make the amendment so wide as to cover all cases 
of bona fide transfer. 

It is very unfortunate that the Bill was not circulated for public 
opinion and the views of the Collectors and Commissioners as w^ell as 
of the various Landholders’ Associations throughout the province were 
not ascertained as to wliether there was any real necessity for changing 
the law^ and whether there were any cases of such hardship on the 
part of any co-sharer proprietor as is mentioned by the mover of the 
Bill. It appears that the Bill was introduced into the (’ouncil on 20th 
February last and was referred to a Select Committee, which held its 
sitting on 7th March and finishtMl its laliours on the very day. 
Ouriously enough the Bill as introduced into the Council on 28th 
February was not published in the Calcutta Gazette till the I4th March. 
In the meantime the Select Committee had finally settled the Bill, 
making changes in the entire form of the Bill. 

The last, but not the least, objectionable feature of the Bill is that 
it has been m&de applicable to partition proceedings now pending 
before the Collectors of this province. What was the necessity for 
doing so was not mentioned in the Statement of Objects and Reasons. 
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Nor wa» any reason for the ^ame vouchsafed by the mover of the Bill 
in his speech at the time of its introduction into the Council. It 
certainly a veiy unusual tiling to ffive retrospective operation to a 
piece of substantive leKislation or to make it applicable to pendinj? 
actions, when such a statute prejudicially affects transactions already 
entered into. Very strong reasons are necessary to justify such a 
procedure, but in the present case we find that the proposed legislation 
is going to he applied to pending proceedings without any justification 
thereof being attempted either in the Statement of Objects and Reasons 
or in the speech of the mover of the Bill or in the Report of the Select 
Committee. It is ceHainly not a proper thing, to say the least, to filcb 
away people’s rights in this fashion. 

What I have said are all as regards the co-sliarer’s interest, but. 
Sir, if this amen<lment is carrie<l int^^ effect, not only the interest of 
the co-sharer proprietors will be affected but even that of tlie tenure- 
holders and patnulars under the co-sharei’ proprietors will also be 
affected. Any interest created by a co-sharer proj)rietor is not binding 
on the other <‘0-8harer proprietors: hence, wdien a co-sharer proprietor 
creates an interest by way ol a tenure or a patni ialuk and if he does 
not get that land in his share in case of partition tlien the interest 
created by him is liable to be annxilled by the other co-sharer who gets 
the land in his own share. Hence, if this ainemlment is embodied in 
the Statute Book, iu»t tmly the co-sbnrei proprietors but also the tenure- 
holders and the poinulai-.^ w’ill be aftec'ted, and tliey will b(‘ so adversely 
affecte<l that occasion may aiise wlieii they will liave to leave their 
homestead even. 

1 appeal, Sir, <o the members of the Council to consider the Bill 
(•arefully and fo opjM)se if** passing. The position created by tliis Bill 
is a serious one and it parsed into law, it will affect the rights of u 
large number of men aiul will lea^l to serious eomjilieations. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: I also oppose the Kai Bahadur’s motion. The 
present law whieh is sought to be amended was first passed in 1870 
(Act VIII of 1870). Section J) lays down the law as it is now\ It 
gives a man who has an undivided share in an estate a right to have his 
share divided. Cnder clause tJ) of section 0 if the interest of a recorded 
proprietor consists in an undivided share held in common in certain 
specific mauztts or tracts forming part of the parent estate, he is 
entitled to hove land assigned to him as u separate estate situated 
wTthin such specific mauzo or tract; for instance, if he has four annas 
undivided slmre in mmtza A. he is entitled to have one-fourth share in 
mtmza A on partition, and nowhere else. Further, it is provided in 
old sei'tion 9 (c) that if a man has got undivided one-fourth share in 
four mauzm A, B. C and D, he is not to be entitled to have one-fonrih 
ehare in manza A, one-fourth in mama B, one-fourth in maxusa C and 
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one-fourth in inauza D. He may be given shares in mamas A and l> 
only. Then coming to the Bengal Estates’ Partition Act of 1H97, 
section 6 entirely reproduces section 9 of the Act of 1876, I think, word 
for word. So the right <»f the proprietor as embodied in Act VI 11 of 
187<> has been embodied in the Act of 1897 and exists up till now. That 
is to say it has existed for the last 79 years. This right is now sought 
to be taken away by a new proviso to section 5 (.!9 (/). Tliat is a very 
objectionable feature in the Bill. We are really concerned with the 
objectionable feature in tlie new proviso («). The new proviw (o) is 
to the effect that the owner of the undivided one-fonrth share in 
mavza A may be allotted a share in mauza B. hundn'ds of miles 
away, against his wish. As the law stands at present, he shall ho 
entitled to ask for a separate share in the same tnauza A. Take a 
concTete example: A man living in Myineiisingli town lias a sl»are 
in an estate near the town and he wants partition. Under ihe pitijaised 
amendment — new proviso (a ) — he may he allotted a share in (he saiici 
estate hundreds of miles away and imt in the same niauza which is 
objectionable. As has been jiointed out, it is a right which has been 
enjoyed f(»r the last 70 years and there is no reason why it sliould be 
taken away. For these reasons I oppose this motion of Bai Bahadur 
K. C. Banerji. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHANAs As my friend Babu 
Klietter Mohan Kay, a lawyer of long standing, has put before the 
House tile o)»jectioiiahle features of the Hill, 1 shall not add tnany more 
words in doing so. But 1 am convinced in going through the Bill that 
there are many othei objectionable features. It will <listurl) rtithb‘ssly 
the possession of all ranks of landowners from the landlords down to the 
oc'cupaney rniiiatx, and as sio h it sliould he before the public for some 
time. The public >houbl 1 m* allowed to doctor carefully the features of 
the Bill, which though very small, arc full of sores and ulcers. If tlint 
is not possible, J think it .should be sent back to the Select Committee to- 
get rid of the objer tionahle features. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: Sir, I think for the reasons given by the 
previous speaker the Bill should be opposed. The Bill seeks to amend 
an important provision in a way which is very dangerous. The really 
objectionable part of the Bill is contained in clause (1) (a), and 
in proposed (tbb-clause (6) which are sfmght to be added to section 6. 
These are the two new things which are being introduced in the Estates 
Partition (Second Amendment) Bill. Now, on the simple ground that 
vested rights validly created will be divested as a result of thi« enact- 
ment, this Bill ought to be opposed. 

I realise that under section 99 when a proprietor of an estate held 
in common tenancy haa given his share or a portion thereof in patni 
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or other tenure or on lease or has encumbered it in any other way, such 
tenure, lease or encumbrance shall hold good as regards the lands finally 
allotted to the share of such proprietor. But, Sir, what about tlioee 
interests which these lease-holders, these potm-holders, and other 
incumbrancers may have created under them? The new proprieiai 
will be making short work of these things. Sir, because there is every 
certainty of this danger this Bill ought to be opposed. 

My second ground of objection is this. Ordinarily, no enactment is 
allowed to have any retrospective effect. But, here, under clause 3 (2) 
of this Bill, a new sub-section (6) is being sought to be inserted after 
sub-section (6) of section 5 of the Estates Partition Act, 1897. In my 
humble opinion retrospective effect is being sought to be given to clause 
3 (1) {a). A partition proceeding, which might be pending on the day 
of the commencement of the proposed Estates Partition (Second Amend- 
ment) Act, 1935, if it is passed into law, will not attract the operation of 
the new Act. But if you enact this particular clause, namely, clau.se 
3 (1) (a), it w'ill be applied to those proceedings which might be pend- 
ing before the commencement of this Act. So, Sir, retrospective effect 
is delil>erttt(dy being sought to be given to clause 3 (1) (a). On that 
ground, alsOj this Bill should be resisted. It i.s an unfortunate fact, 
as has been referred to by previous speakers, that these things w'ere not 
taken note of at the time w'hen the House consented to refer this Bill 
to the Select Committee. But as the dangers of the Bill have now been 
revealed and now that the members of thi.s rouncil liave been aw’akened 
to them, I do think that the Council should .seriously consider whether 
it should not throw out the Bill at once, or, as the second best alterna- 
tive, recommit it. 

I must confe.ss, that on reading the provisions of this Bill closely 
I have wondered whether this Bill has not been framed in the interests 
of some particular individual. Really, Sir. a doubt on that point has 
arisen in my mind, and I cannot eliminate that douht. Possibly, I am 
corre('t in supposing that it is for the l)enefit of some individual who is 
interested in a iH»nding proceeding and who wants the help of such a 
provision as is sought to be enacted in clause 3 {1) (a). I, therefore, 
think that the House should pause and seriou.sly reflect before it agrees 
to consider the Bill as reported on by the Select Committee. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANCRJI: I sorry. Sir, 
that there should he such a tempest in a teapot. This is a very simple 
Bill, the object of which was very clearly explained at the time of its 
introduction. It was also pointed out that the object of the Bill was 
to give the Collector a little more discretion in making equitable parti* 
tions. I lay special emphasis on the word '^equitable,” and I shall 
now proceed to explain the position more clearly. Suppose, for 
mstanco, X, Y, and Z are three vuiuzat contiguous to each other of 
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which Trmua X is within an undivided estate held in common tenancy 
by two proprietors A and B owninif respectively 15-i»iua8 and one-aimu 
share therein; and mnuzas Y and Z are outside the said estates. A 
lives far away from mau:a X. B has his homestead in mau::a Y just 
adjacent to the boundary ot minted X. Xow, there is in mduztt X a 
block of common land just contig'uous to B*s house in duiuzu Y and 
forming his compound, whicli, on fjrounds of equity, compactness, and 
convenience should be allotted to B at the time of partition. Witlj a 
view to cause serious inconvenience to B. A selects that very block and 
transfers his 15-aiinas share of it to his son V. V j^ets his naine register- 
ed. Then A, or B, or C applies tor j^artition. The partition autho- 
rities, as under present sub-section {.')) of section 5 of the Estates 
Partition Act^ will be bound to form u separate estate for (’ with 16 
annas of that block. They will have no power to allot tlie entire block 
to B and compensate C by other lauds of equal asset. Sir, 1 shall now 
cite a concrete instance. Supjmse B has his homestead in m<tnza Z, 
but the burial-ground or the burning-jdace of the family, 
or the family church, mosfiue or temple, as the ease may 
be, is in mauza Y, adjacent to the block of coinmon land 
in vinuza X as in the previcuis illustmtion. Suppose also A 
and B profess two different faiths. By transferring the 15-annaa share 
of that very block to his son (’ and (ompelling the partition authorities 
to allot 15 annas thereof to (', A can do immense mischief ami cause the 
greatest inconvenience to B. If B is a Hindu and A and C are Muham- 
madans, and 0 after partition turns that block into a moscpie or a 
slaughter-house, or if A and C are llimlus, and B is a Muhammadan, 
and if (’ uses the place for worshipping Hindu deities and sacrificing 
such animals to which the Muhammadans may object; or if be he 
a Hindu or a Muhammadan, establishes a market there with tjuaiters 
for public women, B will be put to a most diflicult p<»8ition. 

Sir, I fail to understand wliy there should be so much opposition to 
the partition authorities being allowed freedom to use their unfettered 
discretion in sm h matters. In case there is a dispute between two 
. rival pix)prietor8, the j»artitiou authorities^ namely, the fNdlector, the 
'^Commissioner and the Board of Bevenue, should be given full scope 
to do justice and make partition on equitable jirinciples. 

Sir, it was only the other day that this Council placed the Bengal 
I^nd Development Bill on the statute lK»ok. In that Bill the Colle<jtor 
has been given supreme authority in the matter of imposition of an 
improvement levy. There is alfkj provision in the Act for the aggrieved 
party to appeal to the Divisional Commissioner and, finally, to the 
Board of Revenue against the decision of the Commissioner. The Collec- 
tor i« a reeponsij^le official and so long as he is recogniied to be the official 
bead of the district, it is meaningies.s to suppose that be will misuse his 
discfationary powers, la civil court partition suits, the Munsif or the 
9 
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Subordinate Judge, as the case may be, is absolutely free to exercise 
his discretion. It is anomalous that while the civil court has discre- 
tion in partition matters, the Collector should have no freedom of 
judgment in such cases. Jt is unfair to assume that the Collector will 
deliberately do injustice in cases of disputes arising between 
co-sharer landlords in partition proceedings. Under sections 5 (Jf), 
57 { 3 )^ 62, and 64 of the Estates Partition Act, the partition author- 
ities have been given freedom of judgment as to what sort of partition 
would be the most equitable and convenient to the parties concerned. 
I would particularly call attention to section 64 ( 1 ) of the Act which 
provides that “if a dwelling-house belonging to one proprietor is 
situated on any land which it may be necessary to include in the 
separate estate of another proprietor, the owner of the House may 
retain occu])aiion thereof with the buildings and grounds immediately 
attached thereto uj)on agreeing to pay rent annually in perpetuity. 


Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Kay (Babu Khetter Mohan Kay), 1 find 
you moving from .seat to seat. 1 do not know vvliat you are doing. 
(Laughter.) 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, may I draw 

your attention to the brisk canvassing that is going on in the House? 
Babu Khetter Mohan Kay is trying to induce membeis to oppose the 
Bill. Is canvassing allowed when a particular measure is under 
discussion ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I don't know what he is doing, but canvassing 
is not allowed. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, let me resume 

my citation of the .section: “ in jierpetuity for the land occupied 

by the hou.se, buildings, and grounds to the jiroprietor of the separate 
estate in which such land is inclmled.” If in such extreme cases the 
C olbM'tor can exendse his honest judgment, there is no reason >vhy the^ 
granting ot di.seretiimar\ powers to the Collector should be opposed 
on (|uestions (d sin h minor imi>ortuuce. The main apprehension seems 
to be, as has been stated by Ibibu Khetter Mohan Kay, that the parti- 
tion Deputy ColbM'tor is really the authority in partition matters, and 
that the ('(dlector being a very busy officer has not the time to look 
into the details of each case, and he has to blindly sign whatever is 
placed before him by the Deputy Collector. This is a charge which 
1 leave to the Treasury Bench to refute. The Collector, after all, is 
the head of the district. In revenue as well as in other matters he has 
got to rely up(»ri his 8ul)ordinates. So, I see no reason why in matters 
of partition the Collector’s decision should not be regarded as impartial. 
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I do not wisk to detain the House any longer, but I would only touch 
upon one point to which reference has been made by one of the 
speakers. This amending Bill has been introduced with the l)est of 
intentions, and I seriously repudiate the suggestion made by Mnulvi 
Abul Quaaem that it has been sponsored for the benefit of any parti- 
cular individual. If the modifications proposed in the Bill are con- 
sidered desirable, (hen there is no reason why the benefits of the 
amending section should not be extended to those proprietors whose 
estates are now under partition and the proceedings whertH)f have not 
yet been completed. Sir, I remain unconvinced why they should not 
get the advantage of this admiUedly salutary change in the law. 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: With your per- 
mission, Sir, I shall explain the attitude of Government on this Bill. 
Government have no direct interest in this measure, but they did not 
oppose the Bill at its inti-oduction inasmuch as it was designed to give 
the Collei'tor a little more discretion, which might be exercise<l in pre- 
venting the fragmentation of estates. The main provision of the Bill 
is that when a co-sharer landlord has got shares in several nuiuzas, 
instead of giving* him land in each (hose m/iarr/.t, he may In? given 
a compact bit of land in a diiferent imiuzft. That would have the effect 
of preventing fragmentation. It is for that reason that Government 
did not oppose the Bill in the first instance, but from the volume oP 
opposition disclosed in the debate to-day and in view* of the fact that 
Government liave no direct inteiest in this matter, the attitude which 
they have decided to take is to remain neutral. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, I lieg leave of the House 
to withdraw my amendment for n'committal,, thmigh I opjjose the 
original motion. 

The amendment wiis, by leave of the Hmise, wit}»diawn. 

The question tliut the Estates Partition (Second Amendment) Bill, 
1935, as reported hy the Select (’omrnittcc, be taken into < oiisiderution, 
was put and lost. 


Th« Calcutta Municipal (Amendment No. 11) Bill, 1933. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that the Calcutta Municipal 
(Amendment No. II; Bill, 1933, he referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The ^on’ble Minister in charge of the Iy)Cal Self-Government 

Department, 

(2) Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Bay, 
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(•i) Dr. Naresb Cliandra Sen Gupta, 

(4) Miiulvi Abul Quasem, 

(^}) Klian Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Moniin, 
(6) Mr. A. R. K. Lockhart, 

(7; Mr. W. L. Armstrong, 

(H) Uui Bahadur Ram Dev Chokhany, 

(!)) Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, 

(10) Rai Bahadur Surat Chandra Bal, 

(11) Sir llari Sankcr Pal, kt., 

(12) Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen, 

(Id) Maulvi llassun Ali, and 

(14) tlie mover 


with instruction to sul)mit their report by the 30th November, 1935, 
and tliat the number of members whose presence shall be neressary 
to constitute a (luorum shall be five. 


In doiiig so, I must submit to you. Sir, that I feel that it is a 
iiecessitN, f<dlo\>ing (he exumide of Bombay, that <mr Calcutta (Corpora- 
tion should also find seats for labour. 1 also pointed o\it at the time 
of intioducing this Bill that no\^here in tlu‘ woild are there plural 
constituencies in any local bodies as \Ae have in (Calcutta. We have 
noticed, and as we all know, everybody’s business is nobody’s business. 
For instaiKM*, though it is a very simjile thing, Government as it is 
constituted at jiresent will not feel convincetl even if the most ('Ogent 
and valid arguments are adduced. Whatever they think they take it 
to be the best, and they will md. take raiy suggestion from the opposi- 
tion. That attitude of the Government is very much to l)e regretted. 
I would ask the llon’ble Minister to cite a single example in the world 
where he can show that in the local bodies jdural representations obtain 
except in the Calcutta Corporation or .some places iu India. Some 
time ago we constituted a new ward No. 22 for Kalighat and the result 
of it was marvellous. Now, the improvement of Kalighat is much more 
aj)preciahle than it was before, as the responsibility for this quarter has 
hem fixed on one particular member and the result achieved within a 
short time in tlu|it ward is very good. We expected the Government 
to move in the matter and see things for themselves and introduce this 
sort of measure. It was contended by the Hon’ble Minister when Rai 
Mahasai introduced his Bill that such small constituencies wore 
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anBeceWftry ; at least, we were given to understand from his speech, as he 
said, that if any improvement was needed the Calcutta Corporation 
would do it, the Corporation was the proper l>ody to move in that 
matter and for this purpose no legislation was necessar}*. It is true, 
but the Corporation as they are constituted to-day do not like to do 
these things, as tlie labour in this country have not been able to make 

their position felt as yet, as they have done in Bombay. 1 have brought 

it to the notice of the Council that Bombay has already done it. So 
there does not appear to lie any reason why it should not he done in 
Calcutta. If the ( orporation do not acc^ept iti toto so many luhour seats, 
at any rate some seats may be given. Besides tlie two seats 1 ask for 
the representation of labour, I want the plural constituemdes changed 
into singular ones. T want a seat for the representation of the trarrs- 

ports of Calcutta. W hen 1 bi ought this matter up on the previou.s 

occasion the Hon’ble Minister replied that it would be a pocket borough 
for myself; not at all. Sir. Now, I maintain that the Bus Syndicate 
is a very important body and you \\ill be pleased to learn that the 
(Government have now constituted the Tiaflic Advisory Boanl on wliicb 
the Bus Syndicate has a rejiresentative ami on which the (^ilcutta (Cor- 
poration and the Tramways Coiiip.oiy are also rejuesented. This Board 
deals with all traffic iiuestions. So, Sir. it cannot he contended by one 
of the members of (loveriiment that this body is not of much importance 
at the present moment and that it should not have any representation 
whatsoever. The point that cannot under any circumstances lie refuted 
by (lovernineiit is tliat there must be singular (onstituencies in order 
to fix the responsibility on one person. On a previous oci'asion the 
Uoirble Minister stated that it was ditticult after the recent amendment 
of the ('alcutta Municifial Act (hat was introduced by him as ibeie bad 
been an increa.se of seveial Muhammadan seats. 1 1 in (ontenlion was 
that it was not [>ossible to have the nuniher of !\itnhammadan icprcsen- 
tatives imiease<l. Admitting it for argument’s sake that the ^fuham- 
niadan seats cannot lie given t(» sejuirate constituencies. I submit that 
the constituencies may he divided into as many waids as there are seats. 
We can then fix the voters in sij<h a way that in a particular wanl 
where the Muhaininudan population is the largest^ there both the 
Hindus and Muhammadans will vole ff»r the Muhammadans. If the 

Government want to do anv gr»od thev can certainly do so. 
If a particular ( ouncillor made responsible for a jiartiiular 
locality, it is natural to expect that the improvement (»f that 
locality wull W coii.siderahle. As I have submitted in the beginning 
of my speech “eveiyhody’s business is nolMuly's business. ” If there 
are two Councillors in a particular ward, a person having anv grievance 
will be told by one Councillor to go to another. Sir, I have submitted 
to you the objects of my Bill and I have also pointed out what the 
objections of Government are. Is it not fair to introduce the rejiresen- 
tation of labour here when it has been introduced in the western part 
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of India? Tbia improvement is long overdue. The Government of 
Bengal— of the second city in the British Empire — should have set nn ^ 
example in this matter. With these words I commend my motion to 
the acceptance of the House. 


Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Sir, I support the motion 
of Mr. P. Banerji on one simple ground of principle, namely, that the 
ideal way of constituting representative and democratic institutions is 
by having single-member constituencies. That is the trend of the day 
and that has been the trend for the last hundred years — one member 
for one constituency. The ideal was set up in England in the days of 
the ('hartist agitation ; and since then it has been adopted for all political 
institutions. It has been adopted for most civic institutions also, and 
it is but right and proper that the same privilege should l)€ extended 
to the Calcutta Corporation. Plural constituencies are a barbarous 
anomaly of the past, and it is one of the most baneful effects of the 
l*uona Pact that this barbarous anomaly has now been thrust upon the 
poor Hindus of Bengal. But there is no reason why the evil that has 
been perpetrated in the case of the Bengal Legislative Council should 
he perpetrated in the case of the (’alcutta (Corporation. This is the 
simple ground of principle on whi<li I support this motion. 

As regards labour, we find that Government has recognised lal)Our 
as a lonstituency from which members ought to be returned to political 
institutions. And if they can be returned to jxditiciil institutions, why 
should they not be returned to civil institution.*^ as well? In the 
coming Uefornis, eight lalMiur memlieis will be returned to the Bengal 
[/(‘gislative (Council. If that is .so, ('alcutta being an industrial city, 
largely depending upon organised labour, it is but right and proper 
tfmt such organised labour should be recognised ami given the jirivilege 
of sending members to the (’alcuttu Corporation as \w*ll. 

Sir. as regards the Bus Syndicate, I should like to make the free 
present of a suggestion to the Hon’ble Minister. The Ilon’ble Minister* 
has a certain number of {M*ats at bis dispo.sal for purpo.ses of nomination; 
and my suggestion is that the Presiilent of the Bus Syndicate for the 
time being may la* included among these nominated members. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. 1 must con. 
less that in spite of the givat eloquence of the hon'ble mover of this 
Bill and of bis supjHirter, my esteemed friend, Mr. .1. L. Bannerjee, 
Government nMuains unconvinced. ThivS Bill has two objects in view. 
One ivS that all the constitueneies of the (Calcutta (Corponition should b© 
single-.sented constituencies and the second is that ten seats should be 
allotted to lalwur and one of these to the Bus Syndicate. With regard 
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to tile tot point, Sir, nobody denies that it would lie an ideal state of 
affairs if all the constituencies of the Calcutta Corporation could l>e 
made single-seated constituencies. That is certainly the principle which 
is conducive to the advancement of democratic institutions, but we 
cannot go by mere principles and theories. We have got to consider 
the question with reference to facts. Jn Calcutta there are many prol>- 
lems, which are unknown in other democratic countries. I assume that 
for the time being we have already reached that stage of democracy 
that has been reached by tlie countries of tlie West. The first and the 
foremost difficulty with which (hdcutta is faced is liow to accommodate 
the Muhammadan members in single-seated constituencies. Sir, only 
about two years ago this (juestion was very carefully ('onsidered by a 
Select Committee of this Rouse and on its recommendation the Hill that 
was introduced by (government was slightly modified and the repre- 
sentatives of the Muhammadans as well as the non-Muhammadans 
accepted the recommendations which were incorporated in the (hilcutta 
Municipal Act. I should say that it is ton early to go back on that 
arrangement and to modify the Act on<*e again. The system has not been 
given a fair trial. The Calcutta ('cjrporation was consulted on this 
Bill. It is of o])inion that this propo.sal of Mr. Banerji is al>solutely 
uncalled for and this (|ue.stion of single-seated constitueio’ies should be 
considered not by itself but along with the general redistribution of the 
wards wliich invohes a much bigger issue. Sir, Mr. Banerji said in 
course of liis speech that where is the difficulty of getting over this 
]>roblem, namely, the problem of Muhamimnlan seats. Where the 
Muhammadans ])redominate in number, seats should be allotted in thost» 
wards. That is exactly what has been done under the present arrange- 
ment. Probably, T could not follow what Mr. Banerji meant to convey. 
I, however, find no alternative to the e.xisting arrangement at least at 
present. The existing arrangement is that, where the minority com- 
munity is larger in number in tho‘«e wai<ls, seats have re'*<*rved for 

them. 1 would wait and see how the present arrangement works and 
will not change it without giving it a fair trial. Mr. Banerji, if 1 may 
submit, has not succeeded in suggesting any better alternative that may 
fuiK-tion smoothly. 

Sir, as regards the labour seats, under the (’ab ntta Munic iptil Avi, 
Oovemment appoints a certain numl>er of counsellors and two H<*ats have 
Sbeen allotted to the representatives of labour. »So )al)our is not un- 
represented on the Calcutta Cor|K)ration. Mr. Banerji suggests that as 
nmny as ten seats should Ik* given to lal>our because a certain numl>er 
of seata have been given to labour in Bombay. I venture to submit that 
there is not much analogy between Calcutta and Bombay so far as the 
labour population is concerned. Probably, labour is more organised in 
Bombay than in Calcutta at present. I Wieve there are 42 trade 
nnioiu, but their activities generally lie outside the city. Though the 



136 


NOKT-OFFICrAL MEMBERS^ BILLS. [IOth Actg., 


offices of the trade unions are situated in Calcutta or in the outskirts 
of Calcutta, the trade unions aie not actually interested in Calcutta or 
in the civic affairs of Calcutta. So in the opinion of Government there 
is absolutely no justification for allotting so many as ten seats to the 
trade unions. 

Mr. Pf BANERill: Then give them less. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir even in 
Bomiuiy not more than four seats have Ix^en given to them. 

As regards one seat being given to tbe Bus Syndicate, I do not think 
that the proposal has been seriously urged. But if Mr. Banerji does so, 
then I would say that the rejdy of Goveriiinent is a definite 
Ijecause tbe Itus Syndicate is not a sufficiently imixu’taiit body to he 
given the privilege of a special seat~one-tcn1h of what he himself 
j)ropos(‘H for laboui — on the (’alcutta Corpoial iijii. Sir, these are the 
practical difficulties and in view of that I would recpiesi the House not 
to agree to Mr, Baiouji's motion. Sir, in leply to the ])oint urged by 
Mr. Banerji, namely, that (roveinnient arc not inebned to a(‘cej)t any 
proposal, lioue\(*r usidul Ikuii flu* opp(>sition. I join issue with him. 
Gf)V(‘rmi)ent are always arixious to accept any r(‘asonable projmsal by 
meeting the opposition half-wa\ and in this matter too, Sir, (lovern- 
imuit do not pio|M»sc to (l(‘viat(‘ liom that policy, but on the merits of 
this (juestioii, I find it extjcimdy ditlicult to agree to the hon’ble mem- 
ber’s propo.sal. (In tbest* grounds I strongly op[)ose tlie motion of Mr. 
Banerji for irferring this Bill to Select Committee, a proposal which 
has been m'gatiM'd b\ the CalcutCi Corporation on a carctul coii'^idera- 
tion and in which ( nment do iio( find an\ menl. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: But for ceitain remarks of tlie ILui’ble 
Minister 1 thought 1 A\ould not exercise my right of reply. The 
Ilon’hle Minister has told us that at least to a certain extent niy proposal 
is iea‘'Omihle so far as the laliouj poition is concerned and also single 
eunstituem y, N<»w <iij!y one j>oiiit which he thought was not xery much 
urgt'd. /.<*.. oiu' scat for the Bus Syndicate, a body which he does not 
coiKsider of mm h importance. I'nfoitunately, he doevS not know 
unytliing of (hat IumIv, while the Hon’hle Member in charge of the 
Police Defiartmcnt, as I have already pointed out, has recognised them 
ns the only im|)oitant body in Calcutta, rather in the Far East. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The only impor- 
tant IkmIv in the Far KastP 

Mr. P, BANERJI: Yes, the Bus Syndicate, 1 mean the body in 
connection with the tiunsport w*orkers. Now that being the caae, and 
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it has been recognised by one side of the Government, does it lie with 
the H<Wi'ble Minister to say that it is not an inijwrtant Iwdy because 
his opinion does not count at all. 1 say that perhaj)s he did not listen 
very attentively and therefore he said a definite “No’\ That is another 
matter. But I still say that as (roverninent is adamant and in spite 

of the eloquence of Mr, J. L. Hannerjee, I take it that it be taken 

sarcastically. But I felt that if he will not be convinced by the elo- 
quence of an orator like Mr. J. L. Bannerjee, 1 do not know liow I shall 
turn him. I can only say that he does not possess an ounce of connnon 
sense 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order. order. You cannot say that. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I withdraw it. But 1 say tliat he is m't 
amenable to any reason whatever. You ran make any amount of efforts 
to turn him, but you cannot. We know. Sir, it is very ditfictili for any 
member of the opposition to turn Iiim to suit our own ends. We know 
if we follow the principle of the Hihle, we do our jmrt. What we do 
is to knock and it shall oj)eu. It may not open to-day hut it shall fjpen 
some day. This is our consolation, and while wt* can enforce the 

Government we will not fail in our duty, but our ihity is to knock at 

the door of (lovernment every time, and I am convinced tluit some day 
we must be successful and that time is not far <liHtunt. If the (Jovein- 
ment is so hone^t us it pretends to be, if, as he says tiie (lovernment is 
always prepanal to meet the op])osition half-way, so it is only fair for 
the Hoirble ^fillister to accept my motion and to sit d(»w n and to think 
it out with other members not only of the opposition but of th(‘ rej)ie- 
sentatives of the people. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: ITow can he give you half <d a seutK 
(Laughter.) 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I d.> not know how. He retognises that in 
Bombay four seats have been given; that is a mistake. In Bombay six 
seats have been given. Even if five seats are given heie, then the 
Hon’ble Minister meets half-way. In that case there also, Sir, I am 
satisfied, and I do not want more than the s<»ut8 that liave been allotted 
in Bombay. But his contention is that in Bomliuy lalmur is better 
organised. Thus, you will see that whatever the ILm’hle Minister has 
just told us, perhaps he does not mean it, and if he meant that seriously 
then he ought to accept this motion of mine. 

With these words I move my motion again for the acceptance of the 

House. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: There are two or three amendmwits with regard 
to the personnel of the proposed Committee, but I do not prc^Kwe to 
take them up just at the present moment as I would like to split up 
Mr. Banerji’s mol ion into two parts. I would first like to ascertain if 
the House wants to refer his Bill to a Select Committee at all. If the 
House affret's to refer it to a Select Committee, then I shall deal with 
the personnel of the Committee. 

The uinendment was put and lost. 

rrhe Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

('After Adjournment.) 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: I beg to move that 
the Bengal Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1934, be referred to a Select 
Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Ib)n’ble Minister in charge of tlie Local Self-Government 

Department, 

( 2 ) Mr. S. K. Haidar, 

(3) lUi Bahadur Gris Chandra Sen, 

(4) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muhammad Abdul Momin, 

(5) Maulvi Tamiz\uldin Khan, 

CD Khan Ibihadur Na^\ab/.ada Khwaja Muhammad Afzal, 

(7) Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury, 

(S) Itai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Ibinerji, 

(9) Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar, 

(19) Babu Klietter Mohan Ray. 

(11) Bab\i Hem Cluindra Roy Choudhuri, 

(12) Mr. S. M. Bose, 

(13) Babu datindra Nath Basil, 

(14) Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee, 

(IT») Mr. Surat Kumar Roy, and 

( IG) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report by the 14th December, 1935, 
and that the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to 
constitute a (luorum shall be five. 

In doing so. I would like to submit that on the 14th December, 
1934, last, while I introduced this very Bill and moved that it be referred 
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to the fclect CiMiimittee, the Council accepted the circulation motion of 
the Hoa^ble Minister on the assurance that the said Hon’ble Minister 
would soon bring a Bill in a comprehensive form for remedjung all the 
defects and anomalies that have got into the new Act; but that 
assurance not having as yet materialised, I have been obliged to bring 
this Bill again for presentation to the Sele<‘t Committee. I am sorry to 
find that even now tlie Hon ’hie Minister has tabled a motion for 
recirculation of the Bill — for delaying the Bill which is urgently needed 
for better administration of the miinicijMdities. Everybody who is in 
touch with the mimici|>alities knows what difficulties they experience 
in the management of municijwl affairs in tlie afrsence of the amend- 
ments I have referred to in the Bill. The opinions that have been 
received as a result of the circulation are all in favour of the majority 
of the items I have embodied in my Bill. But I do not see any reason 
wdiy any objection should be raised by the Hon’ble Minister or any 
other member siiying that a Bill of a piecemeal character like this will 
be of no use. But in this (oiinection 1 would like to submit that a 
year ago a piecemeal Bill was introduced by the llon’ble Minister him- 
self, so his argument against piecemeal legislation cannot hold water. 
With these few* words 1 appeal again to the Hon’ble Minister not to 
resort to delaying tactics by sending it again for recirculation, but to 
allow it to be referred to Selp< t (’ommitt(*e as I have proposed. 


The HOfl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, 1 am afraid 
I have to disappoint my hon’ble friend by moving my motion for 
recirculation of the Bill which I do with your permission, namely, that 
this Bill be recirculated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thmeon by 
the 1st Dei ember, 1930. 

In reply to the points urged in favour of reference of this Bill to 
Select (’ommitt(*e. I may submit that (loveriiriient do seriously intend 
to bring a Bill incorporating some of the important changes that are 
considered nei essarv. In that coniiei tion (iovernment propose to con- 
sider all the amendments that have been sugge.sted by the hon’ble 
member in this Bill and another Bill of his. In fa<*t, (Iovernment 
wanted to introduce a Bill in the present session of the Council, but as 
there were more urgent (iovernment business in the current session 
they could not do so. We hope to intrcMluce a Bill in the next session. 
I hope in view- of thi.s assurance the hon’ble member will luive no 
difficulty in accepting my amendment. 

Rai Bahailur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: I have no objection to 
the motion moved by the Ilon’ble Minister as he promises to bring in a 
new Bill in the next session of the Council. I accept the amendment of 
the Hon’ble Minister and withdraw^ mine. 
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Mr. PRESIDENT: If your origiaal motion is dropped by you, the 
amendment of the IJon’ble Minister will automatically fall to the 
ground. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: In that case I would 

not withdraw my motion. 

Then the amendment was put and agreed to. 


Bengal Ferries (Amendment) Bill, 1934. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Sir, I beg to move tliat the Bengal 
Ferries (Amendment ) Bill, 1934, be referred to a Select Committee 
consisting of — 

(1) The llon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government 
Department, 

(LD Mr. S. K. TIaldar, 

(3) Khan Ibiliadur Muhammad Abdnl Momin, 

(4) Maiilvi 'ramiznddin Klian, 

(o) l)i'. Naresh Chandra Sen Gnpta, 

((i) Mauivi Abdus Samud, 

(T) Maiihi Kural Absar (Uioudhury, 

(cS) Khan Baliadur Ilashem Ali Khan, 

(9) Mauivi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(19) Mauivi Syed Majid Baksh, 

(11) Babu Kisbori Molian (3iaudhuri, 

(12) Mauivi Ilassan Ali, and 

(13) the mover, 

with instruction t(» stibmit their report as s(x>n as possible and that the 
number of luembeis \Giose presenc’e shall be neces.siirv to constitute 
a quorum shall be five. 

Sir, 1 have brought forward this Amendment Bill in order to remove 
the exploitation and oppression that are being perpetrated for a long 
time }mst by tlie intluential ferry-farmers of Bengal. Sir, at the time 
of introducing tin's Bill, I submitted the reasons for this amending 
measure. To-day, I wish to say a few' words more in support of my 
motion. 

Sir, in my district l>onrd first class ferries have been leased for 
15 years and the second class for 10 years. 
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Sir, these long-term ferries have been the cause of great mischiefs 
and disadvantages in the administration of many district bt^rds in 
Bengal. 

In the first instance I shall say that monopoly of any trade is 
harmful to the best interest of the people at large. Set'ondly, it is 
financially injurious to the best interest of the district l)oards at large. 
Thirdly, a great deal of exaction and exploitation is committed by these 
long-term ferry -farmers upon the ignorant and helpless jwissengers 
during this long period in resptMd of ferry charges to be realised on 
goods and conveyances, such as carts, palanquins, doolis^ etc. Some- 
times a considerable number of big ferries are settled with a rich ferry - 
farmer by a single lot; on the other hand, com|mratively small ferries 
are often settled separately one or two at a lot. This sort of settle- 
ment of a good many big ferries by a single lot is materially injurious 
to the best interest of the district boiirds inasmuch as this sort of 
settlement scares away the other compiiratively small ferry-farmers 
each of whom would like to bid for one or two such big ferries and 
w’ho could have been the highest bidders and could bring more money 
to the district board fund if each of these big ferries hud been put to 
the auction sale individually, ?.r., one at a time. 

Sir, you ran very well conjecture what a grwit loss is caused to 
district boards by siuh a sale, when a large number of ferries is put at 
the auction sale by a single lot and only a big ferry-fanner bids at 
such a sale. I can swear that heinotis underhand nmni]>ulations by the 
majority parly oi iny district boiird members were committed when a 
considerable number ot big ferri<*s ot my district were put to auction 
sale by a single lot on the lust (x-casion. Jf J am fiermitted, 1 may say 
that many members formed a majority group and .settled a largo number 
of big ferries to that big ferry-farmer who is the biggest and most 
influential ferry-farmer in Bengal. At the lime of this settlement no 
other com|>etitor of liis position was pre.sent at the sale and the bid 
was granted at tlie sweet will of this party. Thus, a eonsiderable 
number of middle-class ferry-farmers eacli of whom wanted to bid for 
those big ferries, one or two at a lot, wore all prevented from bidding 
by such arbitrary action of this jiarty. If all these ferry-farmers could 
find opportunity to hid by the .system of one or two at a time, a large 
number of comparatively small ferry-fanners could liave been provided 
with subsistence in these days of dire economic crisis, and the House 
should remember w hat a great los.s is sustained by the board w hen such 
a thing takes place. And when such a big ferry-farmer sits tight with 
such a long-term settlement he liegins to exploit the ignorant passen- 
gers at the time of carrying goods and travelling by difolin and in 
many other ways. Fourthly, I submit that a board should not be 
allowed to tie the hands of its successor in respect of the management 
of the board’s finance. The practice of allowing one board to forestall 
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the actions of a sucx^eedin^f board is bound to interfere with the 
efficient maiiaj^ement of the board, and is against the principle of 
electing a new lK)ard every d or 4 years : if one board is allowed to tie 
the hands of a new board, what is the necessity of having a new board? 

Sir, pu})Iic opinions have been invited, though it was not at all 
necessary to call for such public opinion in this matter, because it is 
not a new legislation of elaborate character. It is simply a short 
aniendinent to an old Act which lias been in vogue for a long time. 
Sir, when the Bengal Development Bill was not required to be cir- 
culated lor public opinion I do not understand why this short Bill was 
unnecessarily delayed f{)r inviting public opinion. However, I do not 
like to criticise that point. I simply wish to say a few' words about 
the opinions given by district boards, municipalities and various other 
public bodies as well as some high officials. 

Sir, as far as I am aware, over one hundred opinions have been 
given. 

As regards the opinions forwarded by tlie district Inwards of Bengal 
against whose long-enjoyed pow'er I have brought this amending Bill, 

I am proud to infoiTii this Hou.se that of all the district boards only 
two District Boards (the District Boards of Midnapore and Mymen- 
singh) have given contrary opinions. And if you enquire for what 
rwiHon these two district bcauds have not agreed to my amendment, 
you will find Unit they do not like to curtail the power of the district 
boards. The Midnapore District Board says that it does not like the 
amendment because it curtails the power (d the lumrd. The Chairman 
of Mymensingh District Board has said that, if solvent parties are avail- 
able, long lease should he given to them. He also has said that when 
the lorry-farmers of this distri<’t them.selves pnKoire Ixuits, they should 
he given long lease. Cun this he any sound reason for .such long 
lease? Can they not renew their lease after 8 or 4 years. He also 
said that the long term was not granted by him, hut it was granted 
as far Ivack as ItUlf, when the District Magistrate was the Chairman. 
Sir, you can well conjecture from this remark that even a Magistrate 
does not pay much attention in such an important matter, and does not 
like to interfere at all. Sir. this lease was forwarded to the Commis- 
sioner for his sanction, and you will find that the Commissioner also 
accorded his sanction without any hesitation. Does not such a state 
of things justify this amendment? The Chairman of the Dacca District 
Board, though dis.sentient, said that such amendment is not necessary 
because the Commissioner nmy veto such a long-term lease if it proves 
injurious to the public. I submit, Sir, that commissioners do not 
generally interfere with such matters as I said before, but why they 
do not interfere I cannot exactly say. Probably, this matter does not 
•eem to be interesting to them at alL 
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. Sir, when the big ferries in my district were settled for 10 years 
and some for 15 years, the Commissioner did not interfere at all. 

The District Board of Itangpur, though a little dissentient, yet at 
the same breath says that a long-term ferry is generally harmful to 
the best interest of the district boiirds, but says that it is not neces- 
sary to lay down any hard-and-fast rule restricting such settlement. 
So it would be seen that all tlie district boards practically support 
my amendment. The District Ihmrd of Chittagong has said that the 
term of lease should not exceed 8 years. The Chairman of Nadia said 
tliat they never settle ferries for more than one year. Tlie Clmirman 
of Midnapore Municipality .says that the object of this amendment is 
very reasonable. Bract i<ally almost all district bmirds have supj>orted 
my amendment. 

Sir, as regards the opinions of municipalities, I (an safely say that 
all of them have supported my Amendment Bill, except the small 
municipality of Tamluk, which has stated tliat it does not agree to the 
introduction of such amendment, but it has not given any reason for 
such disagreement. The Indian ('hamher of (/ommerce and all such 
bodie.s have strongly re(‘onimended my amendment. 

Sir, as regards the Commissioners, I may submit that the Commis- 
sioner of the (’hittagong Division fully supports my amendment and 
says tliat the amendment has advantages. Tlu^ Commissioner of the 
Presidency Division has given no definite opinion of his own, btit he 
has forwarded the opinions of the District Magistrates, most of whom 
have supported my amendment. The Commissioner of the llajshahi 
Division forwards the opinions of the District Magistrates, most of 
whom support my amendment. The members of tlu^ House will be 
able to verify my statement if they will kindly look into the papers 
which have been already forwarded to tiiem by the Secretary of the 
Council. Tlie Commissioner of the Du(v*u Division says that thero is 
no need to fetter the discTction of the district boiirds in this matter. 
Sir, really speaking, the Commissioners have in a manner supported my 
amendment. They are the supreme authority over the district boards, 
and it is natural tluU they may not be a willing party to give up their 
powers and tie down their own hands by supporting thi.s amendment. 

Sir, I have brought forward this amendment not only to put (lowm 
the exploitation and oppression that are daily perpetrated by influential 
ferrj-farmers, but also to put down unbridled corruption and bribery 
that are playing freely in some self-governing Imdies in the province. 
In my district one may say that the District Magistrate or the C^mi- 
xnissioner may interfere with such long-term leases, but I liave showm 
by concrete examples that they do not interfere with such matters. 

Finally, Sir, I appeal to the Hon'ble Minister in charge as w^ell as 
to the members of this House to look into the undesirable condition of 
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many of the district Ijoards and use a bit of common-sense and support 
my motion. I have simpiy moved for reference to Select Committee, 
4 ind if you think, Sir, that the lease should be for a little longer period, 
we may do it in the Select Committee. The Select Committee will only 
take tt few minutes’ time, and I hope Government will devote this much 
time to save the poor and ignorant people from the hands of the 
influential and oppressive ferry-farmers of Bengal. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Sir, I rise to oppose 
the motion of my friend, Maulvi Abdul Hakim. Although I have got 
some faith in the principle for which he is fighting, but still I rise to 
oppose his motion on the ground that, as we all know, the district 
board is after all a self-governing institution and if we have anything 
to do in regard to a self-governing institution the proper course for us 
is not to impose any restric^tion on that body, but to remedy our 
grievance on the merits of eacli case within that body. Sir, as you 
know, local conditions vary from place to place and we should not 
make a common cause of a difficulty of a particular case with the 
whole province. So, 1 submit that my hon’hle friend would do well 
by luiving a resoluti(ui moved in the distrh t board of his native district 
and have his grievance rerlressed. With these few' observations I 
oppose tlu» motion, 

Rai Bahadur J0GE8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to support 
this motion on the ground that a self-governing Ixxly should not act 
urhitrjirily. There must ho some rnles fiamed limiting tlie period of 
JcMise to three vtMU's, or more, and in exceptional cases which the Select 
(Vminiittee can decide, the matter can go up to Government for special 
sanction. I’liere is no reason that a hoard being a self-governing body 
should necessarily he an arbitrary body, and it does not seem to be a 
happy ideal. With these w'ords I support the motion f>f Maulvi Abdul 
llakim, 

Khan Bahadur Maulvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to 
oppose this motion on the ground that the powers of self-governing 
bodies will be fettcued by the aniendinenl proposed. We are on the 
threshold of new Befornis and we must prove ourselves worthy of the 
siime. In some cases it may be necessary to prolong the period of 
leases in order to enable district boards give long-term leases — say 10 
years or more — as sometime.s we find that a district board or a munici- 
pality which has borrow’ed some money lias to pay the instalments on 
the loan. By getting these leases for 10 years or more the local bodies 
are able to pay up the instalments, otherwise they will be liable to 
make defaults. As Bai Bahadur Satyendra Kumar Das has said, if 
any district board goes astray, this is a matter which can be remedied 
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witiun district board itself. Some resolution may l>e brought 
forward in the district board or the municipality wliich has acted 
arbitrarily and the matter might be stopped there. To liave a general 
rule fettering the discretions of district boards and municipalities is the 
last thing that we ought to do. I therefore oppose the motion. 

Rai Bshfllllir KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Sir, I regret to 
have to oppose the motion. I am sorry that my experieni‘c is (juite 
different from that of my friend, Itai Bahadur Jogesli Chandra Sen. 
So far as the settlement of district ferries is concerned, we have found 
that long-term settlements are to tlie advantage of the district boiird. 
Under the present law, a district board can settle a fern* for d years 
only and in order to settle it for a longer period, the sanction of the 
Divisional Commissioner is necessary. If there is any real object ion 
to such settlement being given, the Divisional (’ommis>ioner < an judge 
the question on its own merits. If he thinks that it is really objection- 
able to grant a long-term lease, he can at once turn doun the proposiil 
and there is not likely to be any difficulty on that score. 

My friend, Manlvi Abdul Hakim, states in the Statement of Objects 
and Reasons : — 

great deal of exaction and exploitation is committed by these 
long-term ferry farmers upon the ignorant and helpless passengers 
during this long period in respect of ferry charges to be realised on 
goods aii<] conveyances such an doffhs, cart,-, and palanquins, etc. 
Monupt)Iy of any trade is harmful to the best interests of the people at 
large.” 

Well, Sir, the contrary is my experience; <‘xploitation does take 
place in the case of short-term leases. If a person gets lease of a ferry 
for one or two years, there is a sense of insecurity in his mind. He 
has to spend some monev and on his (apital outlay he may not get a 
proper return within such a short time; whereas if he had got a longer 
lease, he (ould he assuied of his profits and could effect improvemeiitH 
as required under the term.s of the kalmbyai. With regard to the 
objections of the mover, I desire to point out fljat there are specific 
conditions to that effect. If any ferry-fanner infringes the terras of 
the kabuhyot he can either be fined or at least his lease can l>e 
cancelled. In my district, at any rate, I know of several cases in 
wbich ferry-farmers took recourse to oppression on account of the 
short-term leases, I do not know what is the position in the district 
of the 24-Parganas and in the other district boards in Bengal, but in 
the Eastern Bengal districts there are many up-country people who 
take settlement of ferries. They have no residential houses and 
property in the locality and if they subsequently fail to pay the 
•tipuiated rent to the district board, the board finds it difficult to 

10 
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realise the same. In a majority of cases, such persons abscond to evade 
payment. On the contrary, if a ferry-farmer is rich enough and cornea 
forward to take lease of all the ferries in a district for a longer period, 

I would personally welcome such offer provided it is reasonable. In 
that tase, the district board can be sure of its revenue and will not 
have to suffer unnecessary financial loss. 

Then, Sir, the rules framed by a district board with the sanction of 
the Commissioner under section 7 of the Bengal Ferries Act of 1885 
are wide enough. In view of these rules I do not think that there is 
any necessity of making any provision in the Act itself regarding the 
period of lease. As lias been stated by Khan Bahadur Emaduddin 
Ahmed, the district board should be the supreme authority in the 
matter of the settlement of ferries. If it appears to any district board 
that the settlement of a lease for a long term is prejudicial to public 
interests, it can revise its rules accordingly. When the Divisional 
(commissioner is there to advise the district boards in regard to the 
settlement of ferries, 1 do not think there is any necessity whatsoever 
for making a specific provision in the Act limiting the period of lease 
to 3 years. With these observations, I oppose the motion. 

Babu dlTENDRALAL BANNERJEEs Sir, one of the observations 
of the last speaker, Kai Bahadur Keshab Chandra Banerji, was rather 
unfortunate. In settling these questions, it is not the interest of the 
district board which should be supreme — it must always be the comfort 
and convenience of the public and the safety and welfare of the people 
who use these ferries. As for the rest, however, I am very much in 
sympathy with the views of the liai Bahadur. I do not understaud ^ 
what the Commissioner of the Dacca Division may have meant by 
speaking of “fettering the discretion of the district board.’’ The 
question of fettering the discretion of the bouids dot*8 not arise at all. 
Their discretion has been already fettered by law ; they cannot settle 
any ferry for more than 3 years, except with the sanction of the Com- 
missioner. It is entirely for the Commissioner to decide whether a 
long-term lease is to be granted at all or not ; and there is no reason to 
suppose that the Commissioner will exeirise his discretion recklessly, 
in wanton disregard of the reejuireraents and convenience of the public. 

Sir, as to the question of exploitation, it seems to me that there ia a 
great deal of exaggeration in the matter. The rate of toll which can 
l>e charged on these ferries is always sanctioned by the Oommigsioner 
and not settled arbitrarily by the district boards or the lessees. It ia 
hung out in a conspicuous and prominent place, and there is no excuse 
for not knowing what the rates are. Consequently, the room for 
exploitation must be very small. But, of course, in spite of all this, 
people are sometimes liable to be exploited, on account ol their 
ignorance, their weakness of will and consequent inability to put 
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any resistance to the highhandedness of others. But this has 

nothing th do with the period for which leases are granted. 

As regards the comparative advantage of short-term and long-term 
lea^s, it is impossible to lay down any absolute, hard-and-fast rule. 
In my district, we have no long-term leases at all ; we renew them from 
year to year and we find it to our advantage to do so. But the ferries 
in our district are small and minor affairs, and I can w^ll conceive 
that the conditions must l>e very different in East Bengal. I^essees 
there may have to go in for steam launches, and, in one way or another, 
to put up a good deal of money for the purpose. And, thei'efore, it 
seems but reasonable that they should be grunted long-term leases in 
order that they may get a decent return upon their expenditure. But, 
of course, on the occasion of every renewal of the lease, it ought to he 
the duty of the Commissioner to see that the lease has l)een pmperly 
acted on. that the conditions have been duly complied with, and that 
the convenience of the people has been eonsulted. Sir, I beg to oppose 
the motion of Maulvi Alylul Hakim. 

Tht Hon’bte Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I rise to oppose 
this motion. I find that almost all the arguments that I wanted to 
advice in opposing this motion have already been trotted out by the 
previous .speakers. The first argument in support of this Bill is that 
long-term lea^e leads to exploitation. T agree with my friend, Rai 
Bahadur Ke.shah Chandra Banerji. that it is the shoH-term lease that 
may lead to exploitation. At least the chances ore there. But when a 
lessee has a long term he may he satisfied and may not go in for 
exploitation. The first and foremost principle of Government in deal- 
ing with local bodies is to tnist the local bodies and there is no reason 
why the Government should deviate from that salutary principle. I 
hope that is also the attitude of this House. Sir, this Bill is directly 
contrary to that principle, and I do not think that Government can 
auhscrihe to it. I admit that there is considerable difference of opinion 
amongst the district boards themselves about the merits of this Bill. 
Some of them are in favour of it, some are against. But I am rather 
disappointed to find that some of the chairmen of the district hoards are 
not prepared to trust themselves. If they do not truat themselves 
certainly neither (xovernment nor the Legislative Council could help 
them. Sir, the mover of the Bill was very eloquent about the oppres- 
sion of the majority party. We are going to have democracy, and we 
cannot assume that the majority party will he always oppressive. 
There may he an exception, hut lliat should not he taken as a rule. 
The majority party’s policy will l>e, we hope, influenceil by public 
opinion. As was pointed out by Mr. Banerji, the foremost considera- 
tion in settling the ferry is the convenience of the public. Sir, the 
^l^lio are aware that during the last few years there were some very 
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serious ferry disasters, especially at Noakhali, and improvement in the 
management of the ferries is almost out of the question, unless and 
until the lease is granted to a substantial ferry-farmer for a fairly long 
term. One cannot expect a ferry -fanner to spend sufficient amoimt of 
money in improving the ferry and placing it on a sound basis unless he 
is assured of a fairly long period of lease. So, in the interest of public 
convenience and safety, the amendment suggested by the hon’ble mover 
in this Bill should be opposeil. Sir, it has been rightly pointed out by 
several speakers that (he district boards have no free hand in the 
matter. Settling of the ferry is subject to the approval of the Com- 
TnisHioner. He can accept any lease or can reject it. So, that is a 
sufficient safeguard agaiust any misuse of power by the district boards. 
In this view of the matter, Sir, I feel tliat tliere is no justification 
for this umendmeiil and the Bill should not be referred to Select 
Committee. 

As regards corruption which is one of the principal arguments 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: May 1 withdraw, SirP 

Maulvl ABUL QUA8EM: 1 would like to support the Bill. 

Th6 Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Then I oppose 
tlie motion. 

Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM: 1 waut to (five an explanation. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Did you not express your wish to withdraw 
your motion P I do not know if the Hon’ble Minister stopped on that 
score. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: That was so. 
May 1 conclude, SirP If there is corruption, I do not think it will be 
removed simply becaut^e the term of lease is short or long. 

Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BASU* Put more money into their 
pockets. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The chairmen 

and luembers of the district boards, 1 should say, are public-spirited 
gentlemen who discharge their responsibilities purely out of a sense of 
duty, and it is most unfair to assume that they will be all corrupt. If 
there are exceptions, certainly the present law provides sufficient aafo* 
guard against that, and if my friend, the mover of this Bill, has got any 
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grievaiieft against any particular chairman or any particular district 
board, kit duty is not to try to amend the law, but to approach the 
Commissioner or Government on that ground. 

With these words I would oppose this Bill. 

liaulvi ABUL QUA8EM: I must admit I have considerable 
sympathy with the mover of this Bill. Sir, I am rather astonished to 
hear the arguments that Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy has advanced. 
The present Act says that ordinarily a ferry lannot be leased out for 
more than 3 years except with the sinction of the Commi.s8ioner ; so a 
short-term lease is the principle of the present Act itself. The Ilon’lde 
Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy sii\s that in the interest of convenience of 
the public long-term leases are de.sirable. That goes directly opposite 
to the principle embo<lied in the present Act. 

The Hon’ble Sir BI«IOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I did not say 

that. What I meant is this; That long-term lea.ses may be necessary, 
so Government should not fetter the discretion of the district boards. 
The present Act does not fetter the dis^’retion; the discretion is there, 
and it is now suggested that it shoubl he fettered. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: f have not misrepresented my hon’hle 
friend. 1 represented him us I understwid him. The House knows 
corre< tl> what lie said. What does the mover propo.se ^ In his own 
district the mover thinks that a certain enormity has been committed 
by the distric t bcsird concerned. They have leased out a ferry for 10 
to 15 years, which is unheard of in the history of district hoards. I 
belong to a district board where ordinarily a lease is not given for more 
than one year. Three years is the maximum. 1 have consulted friends 
who are members of other districts. They say no lease goes beyond 
3 year.s. In rare cases it goes beyond that, hut the cases are exceed- 
ingly rare. The mover a.sserts that the majority of members of his 
district bcwird were influenced by motives which would certainly go 
against the interest of the public- \\hose trustees the members were. 
If members forget their duty, it is the duty of the Ivegislature of the 
province to c*ome in and set some limits to their di.scretiun; that is what 
the mover wants; he want.«i to set a definite and fixed limit of 3 yeai** 
not to be subject to any increase; be wants to submit bis Bill to a 
Select Committee; the Select Committee may set au 
increased limit. Almost all the district boards w'elciome 
this Bill except two which have gone against it. If 
there is such an unanimity in favour of the Bill, I do not understand 
why Government should oppose it. The member seeks to do a certain 
thing which, he thinks, is directly in the interest of and for the benefit 
of the public. He, of course, goes by the experience of his ow-n dis- 
trict. As I have already said, the present Act wants a short term, 
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namely, the existing 3 years’ limit, without any power of iiicTeasiiig it. 
Under the present law if a district board wants to ^o bey6nd that^ 
limit, it must to the Commissioner for sanction. In the case referred 
to by the Member in charge of the Bill, the Commissioner gave bis 
sanction. Lease of a ferry for such a long period is unheard of in other 
ilistricts. The mover is definite that the majority of members were 
actuated by unworthy motives. I do not see why the Legislature 
should not exercise their right of setting a limit in view of what has 
happened in this district. It does not hurt anybody. Then the 
question of principle arises. It is said a local body's discretion should 
be respected. What is the order of the day? Responsibility 
safeguard. That is the principle of the Bill which has just been passed 
by the two House.s of Parliament and it is going to govern the 
administration of this country for many years to come. AVell, if the 
Ihirliament has laid down this principle in the interest of and for the 
benefit of India, why should not our Government take a leaf from the 
British Parliament and introduce it here? Government in the Bengal 
liocal Self-Government Act and the Bengal Municipal Act liave been 
made the ultimate custodians of the interest of the people. AVhenever 
a district board or a municipality goes wrong, (Tovernment have reserve 
power in their liands to bring- these bodies to book. Here something 
is going wrong. If leiise of a ferry is to be given for 10 years or 15 
years it cannot ordinarily be for the benefit of the public; the revenue 
of the district board is bound to be affected. A i)articular district 
board which has life only for 4 years would tie the hands of the future 
district boards by granting long leases. Tliat principle is wrong. 
This aspect of the case does not appear to have been touched upon by 
previou.s speakers. If a ferry is lea.sed for a long term, the board can- 
not take advantage of a rise in the value of the ferry ])efore the period 
expires. That is undesirable. From tliat point of view a long-term 
lease is to be condemned. This aspect should be taken into considera- 
tion. Why fetter the future expansion of the revenue of a district 
board and why tie the hands of successive district boards? Therefore, 

I think tlie Bill is worthy of serious consideration. It wants to have 
something whi(’h is right in principle, and I cannot understand the 
attitude of the Government in opposing it. 

I wholeheartedly .support the motion. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN CUPTA: As regards this motion, 

I have listened to tlie debate with a perfectly open mind. I have 
listened to the arguments adduced; they are certainly convincing as 
regards long-term leases in some cases. Take, for instance, a ferry 
like the one at Xoakhali or at Narayanganj where they liave to main- 
tain a steam launch. It is impossible to maintain a steam launch ferry 
on 3 years Imsis. On the other liand, the great majority of ferries are 
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- such tiipt a 10 years' or 15 years' lease is not necessaiy*. Therefore, 
what if wanted is a limitation to a short-term lease with special pro- 
vision lor long-term leases. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMAOUDOIN AHMED: It is already 
there. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: My friend says it is 
there: I am coming to that. 

The only safeguard now provided again.st abuse is that if you w^aiit 
a long-term lease, you must have the sanction of the Commissioner. 
The Hon’ble Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy was very enthusiastic over, or 
rather emphasised very much, the necessity for having confidence in 
district hoards; but wliat was working at the l>ack of his mind was — 
'^have c*onfid(*n(‘e in our Coinmis.sionors.” What has happcn(*d in 
Mymeusingh shows that you cannot have that confidence in the Com- 
missioner.s, if not for any other reason, for the simjile reason that the 
Commi.ssionerN have too much to do in other ways and too little time 
to concern themselves witli the matter of a lease of a ferry in a parti- 
cular district, pel haps any outlying district. That is no safeguard at 
all. If > ou want to provide an effective .safeguard, if it is to be the 
principle that the leases are to be short term and are to be lengthened 
only in special cases when circiimstance.s justify it, do not for heaven’s 
fiake leave it to the arbitrary decision of the Commi.ssicmer. Have 
something in the Bill. Mr. Abdul Hakim’s Bill otTers an opportunity 
for discussing it. If it goes to the Select Committee, it i.s possible it 
will come out in a shape which will provide an automatic principle or a 
principle upon which we can rely far better than upon this principle of 
utter confidence in Commissioners. 

Muuivi ABDUL HAKIM: My friend Rai Bahadur Satyendra 
Rumar Das and some other members of thi.s House who are connected 
with district Iniards said that we should trust the district boards and 
not curtail the power of the district boards. But I regret to say tliat 
members of many district boards are not honest men nor are they all 
Dharnm Putra Judhistirs 

The HOfl’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: May 1 rise on e 
point of order, SirJ* Is it fair on the part of the hon’ble memlier to 
aay that the members of the district boards are not all IJhnrma Putra 
Judktshrx and are not all honest men? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He has not named anybody. But at the same 
time I deprecate a sweeping remark of that kind. 
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Matlivi ABDUL HAKIM: I have not mentioned any name; but 
in any case, I withdraw that remark. I have simply made a prayer for 
referring the Bill to a Select Committee, and ask the Hou’ble Minister 
to accept it. I have already explained in detail what is going on in 
ray district hoard. To tell you the truth if I mention all the things 
that are going on in my own district board, I think the proceedings of 
this (Vnincil would be vitiated altogether. I do not like to reiterate 
those things to-duy. If the Bill goes to Select Committee, there will 
not be any harm to anybody. The statute book will not be altered: 
the heavens will not fall asunder and the order of things will not be 
such as to cause the sun to rise in the west. There will be absolutely 
no harm. If any amendment is required to my Amendment Bill that 
can be done in the Select Committee. I think tlie Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Department will think seriously about the matter and 
will change his attitude and will agree to my proposal. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: T draw’ the attention f»f the House to the first 
part of the motion, namely, that the Bengal Ferries (Amendment) Bill, 
19f‘14, be referred to a Select Committee. 

The (|uesti()ii being put, a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


All, Mttlvl NMMI. 

••MrJI, Mr. P. 

OkMilmri, Klfli^rl Mem*. 
Oliaitfkiri, Maitfl tyM OiiHiti MaMtr. 
Olwklwiy. ftal •aliMtr n%m Dm. 
•k«wtfli«nr, Matlfl AMiil aiuisl. 
PaMittak. Havhri MaktMaiai. 

NiklM, Mavtvi ANal. 

Hafat, Kaai laikaiiH. 


Hauala, Maahri Makanaiai. 

Nkaa, Kkaa takaiar Maaivi Maanaai All. 
Kkaa, Maatfl TaailsaMia. 

QaaNai, Maalvl Akal. 

Ray, Mr. Ikaall kkakkarMvar. 

laaiai, Maalfl Akkat. 

laa Aafta, Dr. Naraak Okaakra. 

•kak, Maalai Akkal NaaiM. 

TaraMar, Maaivi RaJM UMia. 


NOES. 


Akaiai, Kkaa iakakar Maaivi laiakakkia. 
Arlkar, Mr. 0. t. 

•al, taka UIH Kaaiar. 

DM, Rai iakakar karat kkaakra. 

•aaarit, Ria Rakakar Kaakak kkaakra. 
•aaaarlaa, taka kHaakrMal. 


•kaaka, Mr. AiMrva Kaaiar. 

R ka ai k a f t, Kkaa Rakakar Maahrt MaAiar Rak- 


Rlakkhif. Mr. 0. 

Raka, Mr. P. H. 

NaMar, Mr. k. K. 

Nakaa, tkv Naa’Mv Kkaa Rakakar M. Ailtal. 
Nan, Mr. R. P. 

Naapar, Mr. R. R. 

Kkaa, Mr. Rtiaar Rakauw. 

Lackkart, Mr. A. K. I. 

MINar, Mr. k. k. 

MMMr, Ika Naa*klf Mr RralaaAra Lai. 

MaaNa, Kkaa Rakakar MakaMiMk AkkaL 
Makkapakkaya, RM kaklk Rank kkaakra. 


Rkkka, Mr. D. k. 
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««!, li** iHCItr 9Mm, 
taf Mr. K. 0. 

t«M. Hm Mr. R. R. 

RaaRwtiL IM; T. J. V. 

Rtf, tlM RM'lto Mr tijaf Rrata4 Magb. 


Rtf. Mr. i aMil wir Magb. 

Rtf, Mr. laral KaaMr. 
labaaa, Ral Rabaiar iatfa Klakar. 
Sta. RM labMlar Absbtf Kaaiar. 
•ta, Rai tabatar aril Obaaira. 


ttagb, Mflat Tai Rabaiar. 
l•lalaNu^ Maaivi MabaaiauM. 
•Itfta, Mr. 4. W. R. 

Mavaai, Mr. N. ». E. 
iabravartff, Mr. N. 1. 
Tbaaipaaa, Mr. W. M. 
Ttvaaatf, Mr. N. P. V. 


WttkIaMB, Mr. N. R. 

Watibaad, tbt Naa'blt Mr 4tba. 
Wariiwartb, Mr. W. R. 


The Ayes being 18 and the motion was lost. 


The Bengal (Rural) Primary Edueation Bill, 1835. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH: Sir, 1 (h) not wish to move my 
motion now. I should like to ino\e it at the next session. 

Ufa PRESIDENT: There is no objection to that. 

The Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1934. 

Bahu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sii, J beg to move Ihui the- 
Bengal Medical t Aniendinent ) Bill. llKt-1, be leteiied to a Select Com- 
mittee consisting of — 

(1) The Hoirble Mr. It. N. Beid, 

(2) Munindra Deb Hai Mahasai, 

(d) Mr. P. Bauer ji, 

(4) Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen (lupta, 

(5) Mr. Shanti Shekha'reswar I{a\ , 

((») Mauivi Abdus Samad, 

(7) Mauivi Tamizuddin Khan, 

(8) Khan Bahadur Muhaiiiiiiad Abdul Motuiu, 

(9) Mr. A. K. E. Lockhart, 

(10) Dr. Amulya Ratan Ghose, and 

(11) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their leport within two wrecks from the- 
date on which this motion is carried in Council and that the number 
of memlkers whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a (quorum 
shall be five. 

With your permission, Sir, I should like to put in the name of 
Mr. Lockhart in place of Mr. Norton, whose consent has not yet been 
received. 
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Mr. PREtlOENT: Yes, you have my permission to do so. 

B$bu illTENDRALAL BANNERilEE: Sir, the measure which I 
am to place before the House is so modest in character, and, 

-even from the merely physical point of view, its dimensions are so 
exijruous that I am sure the Hon’ble Mr. Beid will not have the heart 
to oppose it. I am sure that he will accept it and send it with his 
blessin^H to the Select Committee over whose deliberations he will 
preside with its usual tact and dif,rnity. But after all, Sir, we have to 
provide aK’uinst contingencies, and there is just a contingency 
that Mr. Reid may not fall in with my optimistic views. And so, to 
provide against this apparently unlikely contingemy, I have to make 
certain points in support of my measure. 

Some members of this House seem to lalmur under the impression 
that one of tlie effects of thi.s Bill would be that any and every medical 
practitioner in the country would be admitted to the privilege of regis- 
tration, I should like to assure them, Sir, that there is absolutely 
wo ground for any sindi fear. On the contrary, I have provided that 
only (lualified persons will be admitted to the privilege of registration; 
and even then, this admission will be subject to the discretion of the 
Oovernor in (\)uncil, and the (rovernor in Council will, first of all, 
consult the Medical (^nincil, which itself is an official ImxIv. Sir, when 
the present Medical Act was passed in 1914, its object was to extend 
the privilege of registration to certain specified classes of medical 
practitioners — for instance, to all who were ([ualified to practise under 
the English Medical Act of 1858, to the medical graduates of the 
different Indian Fniversities 

(At this stage the rouncil Secretary was speaking to the Cliair on 
«ome matter.) 

Sir, I am entitled to the undivided attention of the Chair; and as 
I find that his attention is distracted for the time, I have to stop in tho 
midst of my speeidi. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Bannerjee, did you really say anything 
important which I did not hear? 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: No, Sir. (Laughter.) I 
simply did not like to do so during your inattention. As I was say- 
ing, when the Bengal Medical Act was passed in 1914, the privilege of 
registration was extended to certain specified classes of medical practi- 
tioners. For instauee, all those who were entitled to practise under 
the English Medical Act of 1858 were admitted automatically to the 
privilege of registration, together with medical graduates and degree- 
liolders of the different Indian Universities. At that time, Sir, there 
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were lireral medical inetitutioiis in Calcutta, which were not officially 
recogniaed, though they were iustitutiong of very good repute; and 
there were many persons who had received and were still receiving a 
full course of training in these institutions. For the beueht of the 
students reading in these institutions, it was providetl in the Bengal 
Act that they too would be admitted to registration if they could 
qualify themselves by sitting at an examination to be held in the years 
1915 and 1916. The privilege was subsequently extended to the session 
of 1917 also. But, Sir, there were a large number of people practising 
in the interior of the mufassal ; they knew nothing of the concession 
which had been thus given and t-ould not avail themselves of it. They, 
therefore, did not appear at the examination, and have, accordingly, 
been debarred from the privileges which the Medical Act conferred. 
There are 45t) such persons at tlie pre.sent moment. There may be 
more: I am not quite sure of the number; mine is only a conservative 
estimate. These per.sons, to the number of 500 or so, are at the present 
time practising with repute in tea-gardens, mines, plantations, etc., 
but at the same time they are snftermg from various hundi<‘ups. For 
instance, they cannot give certificnti^s under tlie Leprosy Act or the 
Lunacy Act, or other certific'utes which wonhl be valid for purposes of 
leave and medical fitne.ss. These are real and serious liandicaps; and 
iny object in moving tliis amending Bill is to extend the privilege of 
registration to all these people — people who have passed through a 
regular course of truiniug niol who have Iuhmi practising with gi>od 
repute, not in recent years only but have been practising with equally 
gcK)d repute from before 1914. 

The House will observe the vaiious safeguards which have been 
provided in my Bill against the misuse of the ])riviiege of registration. 
In the fii-st place, the people must prove that they have undergone a 
full jieriod of training in u reputed institution. Then, again, they 
must have been practising from Wfore 1914, when the Medical Act 
first came into force. Even so, even if they possess these (jualifications, 
they will not he entitled. farto, to the privilege of registration, 

for I have provided that this privilege of registration (an only be 
conferred by the Govenior in Council, which means my fri(*nd, the 
Hon’ble Mr. Reid. Another safeguard is that the privilege can l>e 
conferred only after consulting the Medical Council, a Ixnly which has 
Wen set up by Government themselves, under the provisions of the 
Medical Act of 1914. There Wing so many of these safeguards, and 
such being the value and validity of the safeguards, T do not think 
that there is any risk of the country Wing flooded with quacks. 

After aU, Sir, the privilege that I contend for is nothing new. The 
Bengal Medical Act is not the only Act of its kind which is in force in 
India. Almost every province in India has got a similar Act, and in 
the Act of every such province there is a statutory provision for the 
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concesflion which I am asking? in the case of Bengal. In the case of 
the Bomlmy Medical Act, which was passed prior to the Bengal Act, 
viz., in 1912, in section 7 of the Act, there is this distinct provision, 
tlie very siime provision that I wi.sh to enact in my Bill, to the effect 
that everybody who was practising — mark you. Sir, they do not insist 
even upon a regular course of training or upon any qualifi fat ions what- 
ever. The language is that whoever was practising before 1912, when 
the Bombay Act came into force, would be entitled to the privilege of 
registration subject only to the discretion of the (loveruor in Council 
after previous consultation with the Medical Council of the province. 
I want nothing more — nay, not even so much. On the contrary, my 
scheme is far more restricted, for I have insisted on previous training 
and on the possession of proper medical qualifications. >’ow Sir, turn- 
ing from Bombay let us p^iss on to the Punjab. In the Punjab, also, 
there is a Medical Act — the Punjab Medical Act of 1916. And in that 
Act, also, there is the very same provision: they, too, do not insist 
upon previous training and full medical qualification; their provision is 
that whoever had been practising medicine before 1916 would he entitled 
to the privilege of registration, subject, of course, to the Governor in 
Council exercising his discretion in this regard. A provision to the 
same effect is, also, to he found in the Burma Medical Act and in the 
United Provinces Medical Act. In some of these Acts the provision 
is embodied in the statute, while elsewhere it is eml>odied in statutory 
rules, which, however, have the same f<ucc as a statute. Then, again, 
it is not simply in India that we have a provision of this nature. The 
parent Act upon which all these Indian Acts have been Ivi^ed, viz., 
the Knglisii Medical Act of 1858. has also a very similar provision, 
viz., that, whoever had been practising — here, also, there is no question 
of qualification at all, no qne.stion of previous training — nhoevei had 
been prattising fn)ni before 1858 would he entitled, ipso facto, and 
automatically, to the privilege of registration. But, Sir, my demand 
here is humbler and uiuch more modest ; and, therefore, I contend that, 
in view* of the spirit behind this measure, the Ilon’hle Mr. Reid will 
have no objection to accepting my motion to refer the Bill to Select 
Committee. 

In conchision, Sir, 1 can as.*4ure him that if there is one point which 
atinka in his nostrils — I moan clau.se 1(/*) — I am quite prepared to 
delete it if the rest of the measure is found acceptable. 


Mr. M. 8. SUHRAWARDYt Sir, I am sure that after the very 
cogent reasoning of Mr. J. L. Bannerjee the Hon’hle Mr. Reid will 
have no other alternative but to agree to his motion. I find that the 
Hon^ble Mr. Reid's attention happens to be divided at the present time. 
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and tha attention of the Chair also is equally divided, but 1 hope that 
the fion^ble Mr. Reid will accept the very moderate motion of 
Mr. Bannerjee, after listening? to the debate. I feel perfectly certain 
that when the Hoii’ble Member made up his mind to oppose this 
motion, he did not know all tlie facts that Imve l>een so ably marshalled 
by the mover. What earthly plausible reason can the Government of 
Ben^?al put forward for disafhliatinj^ these people when almost every 
other Government in India lias accepted the qualifications possessed by 
these men as sufficient qualifications for j^ivin^ these various certi- 
ficates? I do not know whether certificates under the Leprosy Act or 
under the Lunacy Act form a considerable source of revenue to medical 
practitioners; but certainly certificates for leave and certificates t() a 
person of inability to attend court and j?ive evidence do form a very 
lucrative source of revenue to medical practitioners. And there seems 
to be no reason why these persons hhould be depriv(‘d of this additional 
source of income. These gentlemen are perfectly well qualified. J am 
not quite certain that the doctors that are being produced now — 
although they may have high-sounding degrees — are any better quali- 
fied than these gentlemen; nor do 1 kn(»w whether intnlical science has 
pnK-eeded so far as to have left these people far behind in the lui^'h. 
But if there is one thing which speaks in their favour it is this, that 
those who >vere practising in 1914 are still going strong in 1935. 
Their valuable knowledge of metlical science and their ability to keep 
themselves alive show that they <'an, possibly, keep their jiatients also 
alive better than doctor.s-of the present day. Most of these gentlemen 
are practising in the villages. They have a great deal of teclmi(al 
knowledge, and it is far better that these gentlemen should be entrusted 
with full powers rather than that the villagers should have to go to 
quacks. I do not necessarily suggest that, in onler that (>ertificate» 
should be given, the villagers should g(» to quacks, or that the persons 
to whom these villagers go are iiua^’ks. But there is no reason why 
these persons should not have these additional sources of revenue and 
maintain their jKisition better. The mere fact that (iovernment is not 
giving this privilege to them will be (on.strued — and I think rightly 
construed — as a sort of slur on the part of (iovernment towards these 
men and would imply that Government hold the view that these gentle- 
men are not so fit as the doctors from 1915 onwards. Mr. Bannerjee 
has given adequate reasons why they <ould not avail themselves of the 
facilities that were granted to them for apf>earing at the examination 
for four year.s. But, apart fi*om that, I think that some of tliose who 
did not avail themselves of these facilities should not l)e penalised 
because, although they could do so, yet they did not, as they were 
trained under different rules and under a different regime; but they 
have been found to be satisfai'torj’ all the same. I would, therefore, 
support Mr. J. L, Bannerjee, and I hope that the House in this measure 
at least will induce the Hon’ble Mr. Raid to alter his mind. 
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Mr. iHAHTI BHeKHAREBWAR RAYS Sir, I am not a medical 
man, and I cannot possibly express an expert opinion on this matter. , 
These medical men, who are large in number, are labouring under a 
great grievance, and I think it is fair that their grievance should be 
examined by the House. From that point of view I support the 
motion of Mr. J. L. Bannerjee. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I rise to support the motion of my friend 
Mr. J. L. Bannerjee. As Mr. Bannerjee has expressed his desire to 
omit clause I think tliat there can be no obje<-tion whatever on 
the part of the Government to accept his motion. Mr. Bannerjee has 
given the figure of 500 as the number of medical practitioners who are 
very hard hit by the provisions of this Act and who cannot give certi- 
ficates in different cases. That figure I consider to be very small. 
From the information that I have received the figure is something like 
3,000. These 3,0(K) practitioners are scattered over different parts of 
Bengal. Sir, I will just explain to you the position. It is that there 
are some medical schools. As an instance I take Bankura. Before 
this Act came into force the particuilar schcK)! was training boys under 
some curriculum and giving them certificates. On the passing of the 
Act the schcxd was affiliated. About 300 boys passed out of the school 
before its affiliation and these d(K‘tors have been practising since then. 
You can just conceive, Sir, w*hat difference it makes between boys 
passing from a certain school before the passing of this Act and the 
affiliation <»f the school undergoing the same curricula and under the 
same teachers and boys who have passed out of the school after it was 
recognised by Government. 1 think there is no difference whatever 
in the quality of the medical men who have come out, for instance, 
from the Burdwan School and those from Ihinkura School. Similarly, 
there are other schools, e.f/., the National Medical School, the Calcutta 
Medical School, etc. We consider that in the present state of the 
country it is very diffictilt for people living particularly in the interior 
to get the aid of qualifieil medical men. These men practise in the 
mufassal. As Mr. Bannerjee has pointed out, they are not allowed to 
give certificates. Another thing is that these persons after the passing 
of the Act have not been allowed to keep cotaine and morphia or to 
administer these drugs. As you know. Sir, people have sometimes to 
take these drugs. But these doctors cannot treat such oases in which 
such drugs are to be administered even if such cases be of emergent 
character. Therefore, I submit that it is quite in the fitness of things 
that the Government of Bengal should now consider this matter and 
accept this very modest suggestion of Mr. Bannerjee as we find that 
similar provision has been enacted in other provinces of India. I hope 
that Government will see its way to accept this modest pr<^>osal of 
Mr. Bannerjee. 
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Mr. A* R« E« LOCKHARTS Mr. President, Sir, in view af 
Mr. Baaiierjee*8 promise not to press the second provision in his Bill 
giving retrospective recognition to students of unrecognised institutions 
and in view of the fact that many provincial Acts and the British Act 
of 1858 have a provision of the nature suggested by Mr, Bannerjee, 
namely, of recognition without examination of men already practising 
before a certain Act came into force, the European Group will support 
Mr. Bannerjee’s motion for reference of his Bill to Select Committee. 
There remains, after Mr. Bannerjee’s admirable advocacy of his case,, 
almost nothing for me to say. But I should like to mention one point 
now that I have an opportunity and that is with reference to the many 
unregistered medical men who are employed on tea-gardens and at jute 
mills and other industrial concerns who apparently fear that unless this 
Bill is passed, they will be thrown out of employment. That is not so, 
because they liave been labouring under the same disabilities for the 
last 20 years and they are still employed. There is no doubt that they 
would continue to be so employed, and we are not supporting this Bill 
particularly with a view to help them as they are assured of continued 
employment. But we are supporting it simply on grounds of equity 
after hearing Mr. Bannerjee’s argument. The European Group, a.s I 
have already said, support the inolioii to refer the Bill to Select 
Committee. 


The Hon^ble Mr. R. M. REID: Sir, after the charming manner in 
which Mr. J. L. Ihinneijee introduced this Bill and the disarming way 
in which he referred to his diminutive Bill, it is a matter of regret to 
me that I have to oppo.se the motion. But Government have decided 
to oppose this Bill on a matter of principle. 

Sir, Mr. Banuerjee has (|Uoted the provision.s in the Medical Acts of 
other provinces, viz., the Punjab, Boinlwiy, Madras, and Burma. Ji9 
is perfe<^tly right when he says that they all contain provisions to the 
effect that persons who were practising medicine on the day when the 
Medical Acts came into force in those provinces might be registered — 
that is perfectly true. Sir. But, in Bengal, a different principle was 
adopted. When the Hon’ble Mr. Stephenson, as he then was, intro- 
duced the Bill in 1914, he said tliat to put the name of an unqualified 
man on the register would be to lower the standard of the register; to 
inflict a harm on persons who were properly qiialified in medicine ; and 
to lay Bengal open to the criticism — and rightly so — that her register 
was of little go^. But, at the same time, the hard cases were taken 
into consideration and the line which the Bengal Jjegislative Council 
then adc^ted was to leave it open to unqualified practitioners to qualify 
themselves within a specific period. In 1915 a notification was issued 
to the effect that persons who could produce certificates from a medical 
institution that they had undergone a course of training would bo 
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lurnifthed with a certificate to enable them to appear at the Final 
Examination for the Liceutiateship of Medicine. The time given for 
ihi» transitional period was first two years and it was extended fiirther 
up to November, lUlU. So, in Bengal they were given 4^ years within 
which they could get over this disqualification; and I would add that 
in the case of the Belgachia Medical School this period was extended 
beyond the 4A years up to 10 years. It cannot therefore be said, I 
think, Sir, that these practitioners did not have ample opportunity to 
attain the qualifications which would enable them to be placed on the 
register — and I tliink that Bengal should pride itself on keeping its 
register at a high standard rather than let it go down by allowing the 
registration of persons who are not qualified. It w'ill b(‘ remembered, 
Sir, that before 1014 when this question came up to Government and 
eventually r<‘Mult(‘<l in the Medical Act of 1014, there was a great 
demand for legislation of this sort — a demand which was put forward 
by the Faculty of Medicine of the Calcutta Cniversity, by tlie Council 
of the Medi(‘al College and by other bodies incliuling tlie medical 
graduates of the I'liiversity. This demand was put forward on these 
grounds, viz. — 

First, that it was necessary, and most desirable, that the system of 
Western medicine which w'us then spreading very widely 
should not fall into disrepute by being practised by uiujuali- 
fied persons. 

Svcuhdhf, they held, and held rightly, that those medical practi- 
tioners who hud taken the troulde to qualify themselves by 
going through the courses of medicine and surgery which 
were necessary t4) obtain the various degrees, had a right to 
he protected from unfair competition from those who had 
not So (jualified themselves. 

Thirdly, and this is an imjH)rtaut point — a point which 
Mr. Bannerjee himself drew attention to not long ago in 
referring to ferries — that the public are entitled to con- 
sideratitm, and to have sc)me reasonable means of distin- 
guishing between qualified and unqualified medical 
practitioners. 

Those, Sir, were the principles on which Government based their 
Bill in 1914. and I think it will be agreed that those practitioners who 
did not take advantage of the time, 4^ years for all and as much aa 
10 years for some — which was given them to qualify in order to get 
themstdves placed on the register — have had their chance; and now, 21 
years after, it seems scarcely reasonable that they should claim to have 
eo much further (h)u si derat ion proposed shown to them. It is not the 
case, as Mr. Lockhart has pointed out, that these unqualified men hav# 
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of their livelihood. Far from it — -it wa» recognieed ia 
the difonesioii on the Medical Act in 1914 that the Bill did not purport, 
nor intend, to deprive anybody, even unqualified men, of the privilege 
of practising. Any member of the public who considers an unqualified 
man, t.e., one whose name is not on the register and whom he considers 
good enough to consult when he is ill, is quite entitled to do so, and 
there is nothing to prevent an unqualified man from practising. The 
only point is that the public should have a chance of knowing and of 
being able to distinguish between those who are qualified and those not 
so qualified, and that the qualified men should not suffer fix>in the dis- 
ability of competition by unqualified persons. As I said lofore, it is a 
matter of regret to me that I have to opfiose this Bill, especially as 
Mr. Bannerjee — if I understcod him aright — projoses to drop the 
second jKirtion of this Bill, because that portion is of course open to far 
greater criticism than the other part. On the question of principle, 
however, (lovernment have decided to oppose the motion to refer this 
Bill to Select Committee. 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: The Government case is so 
very feeble tliat there is really very little for me to say. Quoting the 
opinion of one of lim predecessor.s, Mr. Reid said that Mr. Stephenson, 
who was ill ( luirge of the dejMirtment in 1914, was against placing a 
number of unqualified men on the register. That is precisely the imiot 
which 1 wish to take up with him. "Why do you call these men un- 
qualified?^ Is it simply because they have not passed an examination P 
The mere fact tliat the.se people have been practising for more tlian 20 
or 30 years with success, with good repute, that they have been able to 
hold their own against competition on the part of degree-holders, is 
not that fact sufficient by itself to show that they are qualified.'^ 1 do 
no; say that Government should extend the privilege to evcr\lK)dy, but 

I do say that the question whether a candidate is qualified or not w'ill 
depend upon the decision of the Government itself. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: But who is to 

decide their merits P 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: You are not the Govern- 
ment as yet, Mr. Moruin. You may not liave sufficient confidence in 
your power of judgment and de< ision ; but the members of the Govern- 
ment have. Alid, in any case, Government will always have the benefit 
of the opinion of the Mediciil Council. These are safeguards enough 
and to spare. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: But what about 
not passing any examination? 

II 
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Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: You know nothing about 
examinationH ; I do, and I know that there is no more deceptive test 
than that of an examination. For the last few days, I have been 
exaininin^r M.A. papers in English, and my friend would be surprised 
to hear that some of these candidates spell “go” as “goe,” and yet 
they have got their B.A. degrees. My opinion is that an examination 
is no test of efficiency, and is certainly not the sole and sufficient test ^ 
of efficiency. When a man has been practising for many years with* 
success against hard and keen competition, there is at least a 
pnina facie presumption in his favour that such a man is qualified, and 
whether that presumption is justified or not will be judged by the ^ 
Government . 

Sir, I would like to mention one other point. As far back as 1918 
this Council adopted a resolution in favour of granting the privilege of 
registration to these so-called unqualified practitioners. And this reso- 
lution wuH adopted, not on the advice of quacks but on the advice 
of expert and competent medical men, whose qualifications even 
Mr. Moinin is not in a position to dispute. Sir, this resolution, extend- 
ing the privilege of registration to the very class of persons for whom 
I am contending, w'as passed by a majority of the House on the initiative 
of no less a person than Sir Nilratan Sarkar. The Hon’ble Member 
said something about maintaining the level of the Kegister, But doe# 
he intend that the Bengal Register should be maintained on a higher 
level than that of England!^ (The IIo.n'iu.k Mr. Rkid : Why not?) 

Ah, you are talking of an ideal and absolute standard. But, why 
insist on this ideal only in the case of the |K>or Indian medical practi- 
tioners? Under the English Act, there is a provision that even 
unqualified and unpassed men, if practising with success for a number 
of years, should be given the privilege of registration. This is the 
example set even by a country like England? Why should we not ♦ 
f<dlow that example here? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 will divide this motion into two parts, the 
first i>art that I am now putting is that the Bengal Medical (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 19d4, be referred to a Select Committee. 

The question being put, a division was taken with the following 
results : — 


AYES. 


All Mstthri Nmmb. 

Artlitr, Mr. •. A. 

•«Mr|l. Ral aalwtfvr KmMI AluuMfi. 
•Mtrll, Mr. P. 
iMitprlM, ilHMiAnlil. 

MMilKirl, Ktiiitrl Mtiuia. 

•AtwilHiry, MmIvI AMal Ataal. 
PMlaltali, MMifl ntlMMiMi. 

NaktM, MmIvI AMal. 


IlMiaa, Kail lai«a«al. 

Naiiala, Maalvl HaMaiaiM. 

KMa. Rliaa Aatoiar Maalvl Maaataai All. 
Rtaa, KhM Rahaiar Maalvl HaiMai AO. 
RMa. Maalvl TaaiiiaMla. 

Uaiaa. Mr. #. W. 
laatoart, Mr. A. R. l. 

MalM.Mr.R. 

MafcfcapaMaiat Ral taMA twal I fc aa i ra . 
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MMf. MhnI* M HlMn, *1 KuiataiH. 
MMh. ». «MB«* Mw. 

APBViVl 

t»l tUMtl, HMriMra 0«». 

•af , Vf . WMMil tiMkiMirwwar. 

Sff, Mr. toral Rimt. 

* 


•m Mr. liMiaii tkaaira. 
•kak, Maaitl AkM NimM. 
llatk.lrt|alTa|Baka«ar. 
Maata* Mr. 4. W. R, 
•akrawarif. Mr. N. 1. 
T kfp aaa, Mr. W. N. 
WtrinraHk* Mr. W. k. 


AkiMi, Raka Bakakar Maahri EauMakkla. 

M, taka Ullt Raaiar. 

•al, Rai Bakaiar tarat Okaakra. 

Baair Ukkla, Rkaa taklk Maatvl MakaaiaMk. 

Baaa. Mr. a. 

Baaa« Mr. I. M. 

Bkaaka. Mr. Afanra Raaiar. 

• ka a kk arl, Rkaa Bakakar Maatvl AllaiaBtaaiaa. 
Bkaakkarf. Rkaa Bakakar Maalvl Matsar Rakaiaa. 
ektvktary. Nail BakI Akaiak. 

Bakaa, Mr. 0. 4. 

Baa, Baka Barapraiak. 

Paraavl. tka Naa'Ma Naarak R. B. M.. al Rataapar. 
favtaa. Mr. t. R. 

Bflakrtat. Mr. R. R. 

Wakkiaf, Mr. D. 

Baka, Mr. P. n. 

NiMar, Mr. I. R. 

Ila«aa. tka Naa‘kla Rkaa Bakakar M. Ailtal. 

Nagf, Mr. B. P. 

The Aye.H heiii^ and tlie N- 


NOES. 


Naapar, Mr. B. B. 

Rkaa. Mr. Raiaar Rakaiaa. 

Mlttar, Mr. •.«. 

MHtar, tka Maa'Ma Mr Bra|aakra Lai. 
Maaila, Rkaa Bakakar Makaaiaiak Akkai. 
Rakaaai, Mr. A. 

Rakaiaa. Rkaa Bakakar A. P. M. Akkar-. 
Ray. Baka Aaialyakkaa. 

Ray, Baka Rkattar Makaa. 

Ralk, tka Naa'Mt Mr. R. R. 

Raikarfk, Mr. T. 4. V. 

Ray. tka Naa*kla Mr BUay Praaak Mapk. 
Ray. Baka Narlkaaaa. 

Ray, Mr. kaltaavar Mapk. 

Mikaaa, Rat Bakakar latya RIakar. 

•aa. Rat Bakakar Akafcay Raaiar. 

Itavaaa, Mr. N. I. I. 

Tawaaak, Mr. N. p. V. 

Walkar. Mr. R. L. 

WHkIaaaa. Mr. N. R. 

Waakkaak, tka Naa'Ma Mr Jaka. 

41, the motion was lost. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: (hder, order. The Council stands adjourned 
till d p.in, on Monday. 

Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till d p.m. on Monday, the 19th 
August, 19d5, at the Council House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act* 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 19th August, 1935, at 3 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chowdiicry of Suntosh) in tlie Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive (’ouucil, the three Hon'ble Ministers and 82 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Leprosy in Bankura. 

*45. Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR BANANA; (a) Is the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
aware — 

(i) that from various surveys it has been found out Bankura has 
got the highest leprosy taint in the province and that it is 
on the increase; 

(it) that the officials and non-officials of the district settled to tackle 
the menace of leprosy by setting up one leprosy clinic for 
every two or three of the IS*! unions of the district; 

(Hi) that about 25 clinics have been set up, some charitable people 
building the houses at their own cost and the district board 
giving financial help for the medicines and instruments and 
the reward of the doctors who are mostly voluntary workers; 

(ir) that in si)ite of such help from the local people, the financial 
helj) rendered by the district lx)ard, owing to paucity of 
funds, is not adequate and so more clinics could not be 
started ; and 

(r) that the officials and non-officials of the district approached 
the Government for financial help for the proper running 
of the ])re8ent clinics and increasing (heir number? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister l)e pleased to state what financial help for those clinics has 
been given _or do the Government contemplate giving either tbroagb 
the district board or the District Magistrate. 
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^MIIIISTER in ohargt of LOCAL 8ELF-COVERNMCNT DEPART- 
MENT (tiM Hon’ble Sir BIJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) (i) From the 
sun^eys undertaken by the Ben^il Branch of the British Empire 
Leprosy Relief Association it has b€*en establishe<l that Baukura has 
a high incidence of leprosy. There is no definite proof, however, that 
leprosy is on the increase in the district. 

(it) A scheme for combating leprosy in the district, drawn up by 
the Bengal Branch of the British Empire Leprosy Relief Association, 
was adopted by a board of officials and non-officials of the district who 
have been trying to give effec t to it. All the 18^1 union iKHirds in the 
district are not infected with leprosy. Lepn)sy clinics have been started 
generally by groups of 3 or 4 union boards, but there are cases in which 
individual union boards have also done the same. 

(lii) Thirty-one clinics have so far Wen started in the district out 
of which two are run by missionaries and six by the district board. 
Of the remaining 23, three are run by the Sonamukhi Municipality 
in co-operation with union hoards, the rest are union Ward clinics, there 
the treatment is given by voluntary workers, the union IvMirds are 
meeting the cost of appliances and medicines in proportion to the 
numWr of jiatients attending from each union l>oard. 

(iv) This is so; hut the problem is to keep the clinics already started 
in efficient running order. 

(r) Yes. 

(fi) No grant has been given by Government, but the q\iestion 
whether any grant will be given towards the running of these clinica 
is Wing examined. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA: Will the ITon hie 
Minister be plea‘'ed to state the time when the people of Bajjkura can 
expect to have the results of this examination? 

TKa Hon’bia Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, it is very 
difficult to give any definite date, but it will be in the course of this 
year. 


Loan oompanios. 

*4S. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
MeraWr in charge of the Commerce Department W pleaaed to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i*) the numWr of loan offices at present in existence in Bengal ; 

(ii) the aumWr of loan offices that have gone into liquidation 
(voluntary or otherwise) .since 1920; 

(tu) the amount of share capital of these loan offices; 
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(tv) the amount of deposits received by theee offices; and 

(v) the amount of loan invested by these offices in rural areas P 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Member aware — 

(t) that these loan offices were so long providing credit facilities 
to rural Bengal; and 

(it) that they are in a deplorable condition due to general ecx)nomic 
depression ? 

(c) W ill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state what steps, if any, 
the Government are taking — 

(t) to enquire into the causes of the ruin of these loan offices; and 

(u) to organise and improve their condition? 

MEMBER in ohargt of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir ilohn Woodhead): (a) U) On dlst March, mry, there were 1,045 
banking and loan companies on the registei of incorporat<‘d companies 
in Bengal. 

(it) 56. 

(w) Authorised Hs. 11,96,90,000; subscribed Rs. 1,09,13,315; and 
paid up Tls, 98,00,115. 

(iv) and (r) Figures are not available. 

(b) (i) and (it) Yes. 

(c) (0 The tnain cause of the financial difficulties of the loan offices 
in Bengal is the failure of the persons to whom the offices have granted 
loiins to meet their obligations in regard to such loan.s. This failure 
in its turn is due to the low prices of agrit ultural i)n>du(e, 

(ti) The financial position of the loan offices will not improve until 
there is an improvement in the financial position of their debtors. And 
a matenal improvement in the financial position of their debtors depends 
very largely upon an incren.se in the prices of agricultural j)roduc6. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether Government are piepnred to help 
these loan offices by advancing deposits at a low rate of interest? 

Thi Hon’bl« Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: I doubt very much whether 
Government would be prepared to do so. Sir. 

Rai Bahadur KEiHAB CHANDRA BANERJi: Will the Hon’ble 
Member l>e pleased to state whether or not registers are maintained by 
the loan companies to show the amount of deposits and the amount of 
money investwl? 
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Tilt Hen’lllt Sir JOHN WOOD HEAD: I pi^esume the companies 
maintain accounts shovring the amounts due to the depositors. 


Rii Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Why is it then that 
these figures are not available? 


Tha Hon’bla Sir JOHN WOOOHEAD: Because the accounts are 
kept by the individual loan officer and not by the Begistrar of Joint 
Stock Companies. 


Jassora Zilla Soiiool. 

M7. Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH; {a) U the Hon^le Minister 
in charge of the Education Department aware — 

(i) that the number of Arabic and Persian students in some of 
the uj)jH*r classes of the .lessore Zilla School is almost (Hpinl; 

(ii) that there is only one mauivi in that school; and 

(lii) that it was remarked by the inspecting authorities (hut another 
Persian teacher is necessary? 

(h) If the answers to (a) are in the afiinnative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be i»leased to state when another Persian teacher is either 
going to be transferred to, or appointed in, that school? 

MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. Azizul Haqua): (</) (/) This is the (’ase in 
class VII only, 

(«) and (m) Yes. 

(6) There is no i)ossibility of transferring a second Persian teacher 
from elsewhere, and such a teacher cannot be appointed until the 
requisite funds are available, but Government are considering the 
matter. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Jlon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the inspecting authorities were aUo of opinion 
that no teacher coubl be supplied by transfer? 

The Hon*bla Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I have already 
answered that Government are considering the matter; beyond that it 
is not possible to say anything. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will it be pfoisible for Government 
to appoint a teacher by January next when funds will l>e made available 
by Government? 
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Tht Hon’bta Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I cannot forecast 
the financial Hituation as to what will happen in future. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Will it be possible to make any 
imnieiliatc provision for this? 

Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: It is very 

(Hffi<;ult to do so, as no money has been provided for this in the budget. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that 
he can find money by appropriation, if he so desires? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I shall be glad 
to have my friend’s advice in this matter. 


Jail holidays. 

*48. Mauivi ABDU8 8AMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Tolitical Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the names of Government holidays which the jail officers are 

allowed to enjoy in a year; and 

(u) whether the jail officers are allowed to take Sundays and 

other jail holidays wdth the yjerinission of the Superinten- 
dent without any curtailment of the number of days allow- 
ed as casual leave? 

(h) Is it a fact that the days during which the jail officers remain 
in the jail (piarters on account of illness are counted towards their 
casual leave? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble 
Member considering the desirability of relaxing the rules in case of the 
jail officers? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
Mr. R. N. Reid): to) (;) In addition to Sundays, the following are 
allowed as Gazetted holidays: — the second day of the Durga Puja, the 
Saraswuti Puja, Doljatra, Idul-Fitr, Id-uz-zoha, Muharram, Christmas 
Day, Good Friday and King-Emperor’s Birthday. 

(ii) Yes. 

(h) Yes, but Hea4l Warders and Warders may be granted hospital 
leave under Subsidiary Rule 269. 

(c) No. Jail officers may be given 15 days’ casual leave during the 
year in place of 10 days admissible in other departments. 
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Allowances to Jurors. 

*49. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: {a) the 

Hon’Ue Member in charge of the Judieiul Department aware — 

(i) that the jurors attending courts of sessions in the mufassal 

towns are ordinarily paid now from Re. 1 to Re. 1-.'^ ns halt- 
ing charges daily; but 

(ii) that the rules provide payment up to Rs. 5 j>er diem; 

(Hi) that they are paid as their travelling exi)enses, inter class, and 
in .some cases even third class railway fares, where there is- 
railway connection : but 

(ir) that they are not paid for any other conveyance such a.s boat, 
motor car or palanquin? 

(h) Is the Ilon’ble Member also aware — 

(i) that the jurors drawn from r<*s|w*ctable < lasses of society can- 
not cover their journey and halting expenses with the allow- 
ances sanctioned by the iudges; and 

(ti) that many of them are n(»w unwilling to serve on the jury and 
.secure exempti(m on various pretexts to the detriment of 
the administration of criminal justice? 

(c) What is the reason for not sanctioning the usual rate of Rs. ^ 
per diem as halting ? 

(d) How long has the usual rate lH*en discontinued? 

(e) Are the (Tovemment considering the desirability of taking steps 
for the restoration of the usual rate ? 


MEMBER in charge of ilUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bic 
8ir Brojondra Lai Mitter): (a) (i) and (ii) They are paid up to Rs. 2* 
in the case of ordinary and Rs, '1 in the case of special jurors unless the 
trial lasts more than 2 weeks in which case they are paid at on increased 
rate up to Rs. 5 per diem according to the rules in force. 

(tit) The District Judges exercise their discretion in the matter 
according to the merits of each case. 

(ft?) This is not correct, (’onveyance charges are included in travel- 
ling expenses and are paid in suitable cases. 

(b) it) This is rejKjrted to have happenfnl on some rare occasions 
but the small sacrifice is expected in the interest of public duty from 
the respectable classes. 

(fi) Government ba-ve no such information. 
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(c) Rupees 5 per diem has never been the ‘^usual rate/* 

(d) The existing rules al)out allowances of jurors have been in 
force since June, 1932. 

(c) No further revision of the rules is at present under the con- 
eiderution of Government. 

Mfi NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U* With reference to (6) (t)^ is any 
sacrilice in the interest of public duty expected from respectable classes 
in the official hierarchy? 


The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Members of the 
official hierarchy cannot act as jurors. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Do the members of the official 
liieran hy make any small sacrifice in the matter of travelling allowances 
in the interest of public duty? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER ■ That (juestion does 
not arise. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASUs On a point of order, Sir. Is 
it for the llon'hle Member to say whether the question is relevant or 
not ? 


Mr. PRESIDENTS lie meant that I should rule it out of order. 
What is your contention, Sir Brojendra? 

Th0 Hon’bla Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: May I make my 
submission to you? The question refers to the travelling allowances 
-of jurors; and we are concerned only with the question whether such 
allowances are ade(iuate or not. The present question of the hon’ble 
member has nothing to do with jurors and therefore does not arise. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, my point i.s that says 
that this is reported to have happened on some rare occasions, but the 
ftinall sacrifice is expected in the interest of public duty from the 
respectable classes, and my question is, when the members of the 
-official hierarchy belonging to respet'table classes are out on tour, are 
they expected to make any sacrifice as to their travelling expenses? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Why do you bring in official hierarchy at all? 
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Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Because Government *s reply is 
that members of respectable classes belonging to the public are expected 
to make small sacrifice in the interest of public duty, and my question 
is why should this sacTifice be I'estricted to non-officials only when 
acting as jurors and why should it not be extended to official hierarchy? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Sir Biojendru Lai, are you in a position to 
aUvSwer that question; is it within your knowledge? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: Members in the 
service of Government are not ordinarily expecteil to act us jurors; 
besides, these are rare occasions, and on such rare (»ccasions, inenibers 
of the respectable classes are expected to make some small sacriti(‘e. 
The other (luestiuu I submit does not arise. 


Acoommodation for Jurors. 

^50. Babu 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY CHOWDHURY: Is the 

Hon’ble Member in charge of the Judu ial Department aware — 

(0 that inconvenieu(‘e is caused to jurors attending se.sgion courts 
in the mufassal in the absence of accommtxlation [irovidwl 
by the Government; 

(//) that jurors often put up in ordinary sarnijt or hotels easily 
accessible to the parties ami their witnesses; and 

(ill) that there is a feeling of widespread discontent among the 
public regarding the administration of ( liminal justice with 
the help of jurors? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmalive, what stefw, if any, 
do the Government contemplate taking in the matter? 

The Hofi’blo 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (a) u) Xo such 
general complaint has been received. All District .Tudges have been 
asked wherever |>ossible to make suitable arrangements for waiting 
rooms for jurors, 

(ti) Jurors have to find accommodation occasionally in hotels, etc. 
It is not possible for Government to provide living accommodation for 
them. 

(Hi) Government are not aware of any such feeling. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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Sanitary Inspaotors. 

•61. Mr. AMANDA MOHAN PODDAR; (a) Will the Hon’ble 

Minister in char^re of the Tjocal Self-Government (Public Health) 
Department be pleased to state the number of Sanitary Inspectors at 
present enj^aj^ed in the rural areas of Bengal? 

(h) Is each thana represented at present by a qiialified Sanitary 
InsjMHtor? 

{(’) If the answer to (h) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether it is in the contemplation of the Govern- 
ment to depute one qualified Sanitary Inspector to each thana in the 
near future? 


The Hofi’bie Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) 557. 

(h) Yes, except in the districts of Darjeeling and Chittagong Hill 
Tracts, the tea garden areas in Jalpaiguri, the Asansol Mining Settle- 
ment area and the undeveloped tracts in the Sunderbans. 

(c) Government do not at present coniemplate the introduction of 
the rural p\iblic health organisation scheme in the above areas. 


Price of quinine. 

•52. Mr. S. M. BOSE, (o) With reference to the answer to 
starred question No. 98 put by me on the 28th Manh, 1985, will the 
Hon’ble •Minister in charge of the Ix)cal Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether the Government have decided to reduce the 
price of Government quinine to enable the local Indies to purchase 
larger quantities for free distribution? 

(h) If the answer to (u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Minister In* pleased to state what is the present price as compared with 
the previous price for — 

(/) quinine sulphate; 

(2) cinchona febrifuge ; and 

(3) crude quinine? 

The Hcn’Mc Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) The matter 

i» still under the consideration of Government and it is expected that a 
final decision will soon be arrived at. 

(6) In view of the answer given to (o), the question does not arise. 
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Mooiy liepotitad with Murehidahtd Munfcipiiity by otiiciidates for 

aloctiofi. 

*53. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of liocal Self-Government Department be pleased to 
state — 

(i) whether it is a fart that Babu Xrishingha M«»hau Chandra, 
Mr. Sujat Hossain, Mr. Abdus Samad, Syed Yowar Ali 
Meerza, Sj. Gobinda Das Arhery and Balm Kaj Mohan Sen 
had deposited the sum of Rs. 100 each under section 25, 
clause (/), of the Bengal Municipal Art with the Murshida- 
bad Municipality for the purpose of enrolling themselves 
as candidates for the election; 

(tt) whether it is a fact that the election of the said Murshidabad 
Munic ipality was held on the 26th March, 1005; 

(in) whether it is a fact that they had applied for the refund of the 
said money deposited by them to the Chainuan of the said 
Murshidabad Municipality ; and 

(it') whether it is a fart that till now the money has not been 
refunded P 

(h) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware — 

(i) that owing to the shortage of fund the said Murshidabad 

Municipality is not in a position to refund the said sum; 
and 

(ii) that the said municipality had sfxmt the deposited money P 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the athrmative, what step has the 
Hon’ble Minister taken in the matter? 


The Hon’ble Sir BI«IOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a)(i), (ii) and 
(Hi) Yes. 

(iv) Deposit of Mr. Abdus Samad has been refunded. No refund 
has yet been made to the rest. 

(b) (i) The municipality is reported to be in a position to refund 
the amounts. 

(ii) The municipality spent a part of the deposited money which 
merged into the Municipal Fund under section 105 (a) of the Bengal 
Municipal Act. 

(c) None. 
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Mft NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: With regard to answer (r), is 
the Hon’hle Minister waiting to see that the matter is taken into the 
civil courts? 

The Hon*ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government have 
got no power to take steps in matters like this unless they decide to 
Bupersede any department of* the municipality or the municipality 
altogether. I do not think that the public or my learned friend will 
appreciate such a step being taken. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Cannot the llon'ble Minister aak 
for an exidanation from the municipality? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The municipality 
adinitte4l that they had spent the money. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: With reference to {b) (?), if 
the municipality is reported to be in a position to refund the amounts, 
have they refunded those amounts? 

The Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: They are now in 

a position to refund the money^ but it is not known to Government 
whether the money has been actually refunded or not. 

MiUlvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Why is it that money has been 
refumled only to Maulvi Abdus Samad? 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No information 
is available. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Government ask the 
municipality to refund the amount.s within a reasonable time? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes. Sir. 


Detention of persons in villages. 

•54. Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Memln'r in charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the 
table a list of the villages selected for the detention of persons under the 
Bengal Criminal T^aw Amendment Act indicating the distance from the 
village to the headquarters station of the district and the nearest hos- 
pital where the services of an Assistant Surgeon aie available in case of 
illness? 
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(h) How many persons have been transferred from jails or detention 
eampa to ‘^detention huts” in these villages during 1935 P 

TII6 Hoh*W 6 Mf« Ra Na REIDs {a) It is not in the public interest 
to supply the particulars asked for by the hon’ble member; but Sui>er- 
intendents of Police have instructions that hashtu should be located aa 
far as possible in reasonably healthy areas, and within easy reucli of a 
dispensary. As a matter of fact most of these hasha^ are close to a 
thana if not within its precincts. 

(6) 182. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY; Will the lion ble Member 
be pleased to state, with reference to answer (a), it the information is 
of a confidential nature? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Ye^ Sir. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: With lefereme to answer 
(5), will the llon'ble Member be pleased to state whether these transfers 
are made at tlie ie<|uest (»f the detenus trom detention camps to detention 
huts in the villa^>'es? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Not neces'^arily, Sir. 


Accidents in CalciitU due to electric shocks. 

*55. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHAp of Nashi. 
pur: (a) Will the llon’ble Meml)er in charge of the Commerce Depart, 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement for the last three years 
showing — 

(0 how many accidents took jdace owing to tdectric 8ho4*k8 received 
from the current supplied by the Calcutta Electric Supply 
CorfKiration, Limited; 

(ii) how many of such shocks have proved fatal ; and 

(tii) how many of these fatal cases are due to- 
ff) direct current, and 
{2) alternating current? 

(h) Will the Hon'ble MemWr Iw? pleased to state the difference in 
the costs per 100 units of producing the two different kinds of current P 



J76 


QUESTIONS, 


[l^TH ATO., 


Tht Hoil’blt Sir JOHN WOODHEADS (a) (t), (tt) and (tit) Two 
statements giving the details required by the hon’ble member are laid 
^n the table. 

(b) The information is not available. 


Mr# 8# Mi BOSE: Having regard to the fact that alternating 
.current is more dangerous to human life, as shown in Statement II, 
will the Government be pleased to see that the use of alternating current 
is not expanded? 


The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: In 1934 judged by the 
•number of accidents, alternating current appears to have been less 
dangerous than direct current. 


Mr. S. M. BOSE: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that from State* 
ment II it appears that two were killed from direct current and seven 
from alternating current? 


The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: In 19 34, no person was 
iilled by alternating current; five were injured. 


StaUtmenls referred to in the reply to clause {a) of starred question No, 55. 


STATEMENT I. 

N CM HER OF A( ( II)ENTS REPORTED. 


Year ending 31 st IVcemlnT. 

Dirt'ct current. 

Alt«*niatLng current. 

i 

Human. 

! 

Cattle. 

i 

Human. 

Cattle. 

1932 



10* 


1933 

4* 


10 


1934 

7 

3 

5 



*In one •ooklefit two men were invt^ved. 
fin one nookkmt two bulk>cke wen invol^’ed. 
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STATEMENT II, 

Numbee of human bmngs involved. 


Year ending Slst l>cumbcr. 

1 KilUnl. 

1 

InjurtHi. 

Direct 

current. 

Alt<'r* 

nating 

curn*nt. 

DiriH't 

cunvnt. 

AIUt* 

nating 

current. 

1932 

1 

4 

4 

7 

1933 


3 

5 

7 

1934 

1 


(1 

J 

0 


Inspectors of Schools. 

*56. Rai Bahadur 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: (^i) Will the llcarhle 
Minister in charge of the Education Department 1 h» ])leased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the present number of Sub-Inspectors of Sclmols in the pn>vince; 

(ii) the number of them who are — 

{]) Muslims, 

(2) Hindus, and 

(3) Scheduled castes; 

(m) the number of the Sub-Inspectors who have been promoted to 
the rank of the Subdivisional Inspectors of Schools; 

(tr) the number of them who have l)een i»roraoted to the rank of 
District Inspector of Schools; and 

(r) the number of such promoted officers who are — 

(1) Hindus, 

(2) Muslims, and 

(3) Scheduled castes? 

(b) Is there any circular laying down the principle on which promo- 
tioits are given? 

IS 




QVE8TION8. 
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% 

Th$ HmiW0 Khm Bahadur M, 

is laid on the table. 

r 

(fj) Yes. The Provincial Services Recruitment Rules lay down thct 
proportion of vacancies in the District Inspectorships to l)e filled by pro* 
motion. Subdi visional Inspectorships are all filled by promotion. 
Promotions are made not on a communal basis but on merit with due 
regard to seniority. 


Statement referred to in anxwer to starred question No. 66 (a). 

(a) (i) 2()7 (242 i)ermanent jiosts and 25 temporary posts against an 
equal number of posts of Subdivisional Inspectors held in abeyance). 

(//) (/) 152. 

(2) and (3) H5. 

(Hi) 08 (since 1st September 1921). 

(/r) 11 (since Ist September 1921). 

(r) Promoted to — 

8iib<iiviiiior»al District 
InsjKM'torship. In9{)ectorBbip. 

Moslem , , 21 0 

Non-M«)Hlem , , 47 11 

Noth. — It would invohe much time and labour to ascertain how 
many of tin* non-Moslems belong to the scheduled castes. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(antwera to which were laid on the table) 

Saoondary schools in the ac-Ptrganas. 

27. Khan Bahadur A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: Will the Hon’Ue 

Minister in charge of the Etlucation Dejm-tment be pleasetl to lay ouf^ 
the table a wstatement showing — 

(*) the pre.sent iuiml>er of secondary schools in the district of 
24-Parganas with their names and places of location; 

(tt) the amount of Government subsidy received by such schoohii 
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the number of Muhammadan students reading in those schoola; 
and 

(iv) the arrangements for teaching Persian and Arabic in those 
schools ? 

The Hon’M Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: A statement is 
laid on the Library table. 

Dacca Mitfcrd Hospital X*Ray Dspartmeiit. 

28. Mauivi ABDUL GHANI CHOWDHURY: (a) is the llon'ble 
Ministei in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware — 

(0 that there is an X-Kay l)ej)artment in the Dm’ca Mitford 
Hospital ; 

(li) that there is one Assistant Surgeon in charge of it; 

(in) that the said Assistant Surgeon is getting his grade pay and 
sjie<‘ial allowance; 

(ir) that he also gets 95 i)er cent, of the income of the X-Hay 
Department ; 

(r) that only 5 per cent, goes to the Government fund; and 
(rt) that the minimum charge there i» Ks. \i]? 

(If) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the llon’blo 
Minister W pleased to state why the major portion of the income of 
the dei>artmeiit is given to a fully paid Orn’crnment sen’antJ' 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of lowering 
the charge for the benefit of the prK)r? 

The HOfi’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) and (H) Yes^. 
(in) The Assistant Surgeon gets his grade pay and an allowance of 
Rs. 20 per mensem, 

(ir) He gets 95 jwr cent, of the fees in private coses, the fws in 
hospital cases Wing wholly credited to Go\ernment. 

(r) Five jH^r cent, of the L^es in private (‘Oses is deducted and cretlitfNl 
to Government. 

(tri) Copy of a .scale of fees prescriWd by Government is laid on 
the table. 

(b) The Assistant Surgeon has the right of private practice and, as 
such, is entitleil to the fees eameil in private cases after de<luctioii made 

use of Government materials. 

(c) Revision of the scale of fees i.s under consideration of Govern- 
ment. The poor people who cannot afford to pay the fees are treated 

in the hospital. 
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'Beak of Jets to be charged in the Department of X* Bays and Ekcko Thera* 
peutics of State Hospitals in Bengal other than the Presidency Oeneral 
Hospital referred to in the reply to danse (a) (wi) of unstarred question 
No. 28. 


Private. 


4'hest — 

1 iilm 

2 tilniK 

H or 4 lilniH 
iSterroHcopic pair 
Nereen ('xaniinatiou 

X' Hay expomrcs — 


:t2 

48 

W 

()4 

10 


Paying 
out- 
and in- 
patients. 


A.^rRay. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Limbs (ono or more films as necessary) 

16 to 32 

3* 

8kuU (ont; cr mort^ films as necessary) 

32 to 64 

3* 

Opaque, meal — 

Complete 

150 

(a)3* 

Htomach and duodtmum 

80 

(fl)3* 

Appendix 

80 to 100 

3* 

Oesophagus 

64 

3* 

Opaque enema 

64 

3* 

Cholecystography . . 

80 

12 

Urinary tract 

48 to 64 

3* 

PyeIograj)hy 

64 to 100 

3* 

ilystiTo salpingography by Lipiodol exami- 

nation generally . . 

64 to 100 

3* 

JSten‘OH(!opic pair of radiograms 

48U)64 

3* 

Denial films — 

iSmgl(‘ 

10 

3 

Multiple (each) up to 7 

10 

2 

'Whole mouth 

75 to 1(H) 

16 


3* 

»♦ 

3 


Cabin. 


Rs. 

10 * 

10 * 


50 

32 

32 

20 

32 

32 

10 * 

32 

32 

10 * 


0 

32 


16 

24 

32 

32 

8 


Su|K rficial therapy single 

16 

3 

8 

.Su|KTfieial therapy multiple (2) 

32 

3 

16 

Suix'rfieial therapy (4 or mort^ arras) 

8(ixr 
extra area 
above 2). 

3 

16 

Epilation of skull 

IXh'P tluTapy (irrespective of dose 

80 

or 

16 

40 

ftn'as) 

. . 32 to 100 

3 

16 

B . — Electro Therapeutics. 

Jllectrical ri'actions 

32 

3 

16 

Electrical tn^atments 

16to32 

3 

3 

Ultra violet rays 

.. 10 to 16 

3 

5 

Radiant heat (Infra rod rays) 

.. 10 to 16 

3 

a 


*|HjT flixn and oquala avora^ coata of matoiiala rop ro a o ntod. 
> to Ha. 15 maximum. 


4«) Up I 
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Rat Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Is the Hon'hio 
Minister aware that the public ot Dacca has been afritatin^; for the 
reduction of fees for the last three years? 

Tha Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Yes. Sir. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: When is the final 
decision likely to be arrived at? 

The HonWa Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY • As soon 
possible. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Is it a fad that 

Ka. M is ( liurged from each hospital patient, rich or poor!^ 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: It is not (harged 
from the poor patients. 

29. Maiilvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) U the Hon1>le Mininter 
in eharge of the Tioeal Self-(iovernment Department awari* — 

(/) that in the Dacca it ford Hospital there is an X-Ray dejiart- 
inent; 

(ii) that the Assistant Surgeon in charge of the department getfln 
over and above hi.s pay and special allowance, Df) per cent, 
of the income of the department; 

{iii) that only 5 per cent, is credited to the Government; and 

(iv) that a minimum fee of Rs. 16 is charged for e\ery X-Ray 
examination ? 

(b) Are the Goveniment con**idering the desirability of lowering 
the charge? 

The Hon*hla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: (a) ami (h) The 

member is refeired to the reply to the unstaired question on the subject 
put by Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury at this meeting. 

SO. Maulvi SYED OSMAN HAIDER CHAUDHURI: (a) Ik the 

Hon*ble Minister in charge of the T/Ocal Self-Government Department 
aware — 

(i) that there is an X’Ray Department in the Dacca Mitfonl 
Hospital ; 

(ft) that there is one Assistant Surgeon in charge of it; 

/til) that the aaid Assistant Surgeon i« getting his grade pay and 
Special allowance; 
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(tv) that he also grets 95 per cent, of the income of the X-Eay 
Department ; 

(v) that only 6 per cent, goes to the Government fund; and 

(ri) that the minimum charge there is Ea. 16? 

(5) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to state why the major portion of the income of 
the department is given to a fully paid Government servant? 

(r) Are the Government considering the desirability of low^ering 
the charge for the benefit of the poor? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (n), (h) and (c) 

The member is referred to the reply to the unstarred tiiiestion on the 
aubject put by Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhurv at this meeting. 


31. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: (n) Is the IWble 
Minister in charge of the liocal Self-Government Department aware — 

(t) that in the Dacca Mitford ITosj)ital there is an X’llay Depart- 
ment; 

(n) that there is one Assistant Surgeon in charge of it ; 

(m) that the said Assistant Surgeon is getting his grade pay and 
s[>ecial allowuinces ; 

(ir) that he gets also 95 per cent, of the income of the X’llay 
Department ; 

(r) that only 5 per cent, goes to the Government ; and 
(rt) that the minimum charge for every X’Kay is Ks. 16. 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the (rovernment 
considering the desirability of lowering the charge for X’ltay examina- 
tion for the lienefit of the |)oor public? 

The Hon’bit Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {n) and (h) The 

member is referred to the reply to the unstarred question on the subject 
put by Maulvi Alxlul Ghani Chowdhury at thi.s meeting. 

32. Khiii Bahadur Maulvi HASHEM ALI KHAN: (a) Is the 

Hon*ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
aware — 

(t) that there is an X'Ray Department in the Dacca Mitford 
Hospital ; 

(ii) that there is one Assistant Surgeon in charge of it; 
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(m) that the said Assistant Surgeon is getting his grade pay and 
special allowance; 

(iv) that he also gets 95 per cent, of the income of the X’Uay 

Department ; 

(v) that only 5 per cent, goes to the Government fund; and 

(vi) that the minimum charge there is Rs. 10? 

(h) If the answers to («) are in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why the major iwrtion of the inciune of the 
department is given to a fully jmid Government servant? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of lowering 
tho charge for the benefit of the jK>or? 

The Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (n). (/>) and (r) 
The member is referred to the reply to the unstarred question on this 
subject put by Maiilvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury at this meeting. 


NON-OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS' BILLS. 

The Bengal Race Course Betting Bill, 193S. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Race CourM 
Betting Bill, 19d5, W referred to a Selet t (’omiiiittce consisting of — 

0) The Hon’ble Member in i haige of the J'olice Department^ 

(2) Seth Hunuman Brosad Boddar, 

(d) Munindra Del) Rai Mahasai, 

(4) Mr. R. Maiti, 

(5) Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Ray, 

(6) Babu Amulyadhan Ray, 

(7) Babu Jiteiidrakil Bannerjee, 

(8) Maulvi Tamijfuddin Khan, 

(9) Maulvi Nural Absar Choudhury, 

(10) Kaxi Emdadul ITwpie, 

(11) Mr! A. R. E. liockhart, 

(12) Mr. W. L. Armatrong, 
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(13) Mr. Ananila Mohan Poddar, 

(14) Bahu Hem Chandra Hoy Choudhuri, 

(1.0) Mr. Saileswar Singh Hoy, 

(Hi) Babu Kiflhori Mohan Chaudhuri, 

(17) Babu Khetter Mohan Hay, and, with your permission, 

(18) Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, and 

(19) the mover. 


with iuHtruction to hubmit their report by the 30th November, 1935, 
and that the luiinber of members W'hose presence shall be necessavy 
to constitute u quorum shall be five. 

Sir, the object of this Bill is well known. We have discussed on 
the fioor of tlie JIous(‘ from lime to time the necessity of controlling 
more effectively the gambling that exists in tlie country, and the 
intention of this Bill is to do that. What I mean by the expression 
‘'gambling that exists in the country” is horse-racing, and my intention 
is also to include dog-racing and to have an effective control over all 
sorts of race-gambling. When this question was raised here some 
time ago, the ilon’ble Mr. Heid said: “At the present moment, 
although a similar Acd has been passed in England in November last, 
it is not i)ossihle for the (lovernment of Bengal to accept tliat measure 
and introduce it in Bengal,” And one of the reasons he advanced was 
this — that <Iog-racing does not exist in an organised form of sport in 
this ]»r(ivince, and that, therebuv, there is no {)oint in legalising 
something that does not exist. I will just point out, Sir, that this 
argument cannot stand a minute’s reasoning. It is no argument at all 
that because a thing does not exist, therefore, it should not be intro- 
duced. It is quite evident tlmt a thing naturally does not exist when 
for the first time it is going to be intro<luced., Did dog-iacing exist 
ill England before 1934, in the way it now exists after the introduction 
of the Bill in that country}* The reply certainly is in the negative, 
although it may bo .said that it existed in a surreptitious manner some- 
where in the country. The same is also the case in this province. 
Sir, as Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Hay said in DtH^ember last, there was 
dog-racing in Belvedere, although it was meant solely for charity. 
That establivshes my point that dog-racing does really exist, and that 
there is no denying the fact that dog-racing is actually going on in the 
country, althougli in a surreptitious manner, and is gradually becoming 
very popular. My point i.s that we should not allow such unauthorised 
bettings to go on unchecked, but that we must legalise them and give 
an opportunity to the people who are attracted by this kind of gambling 
to indulge in it. The Hon’ble Member may say that dog-racing is no| 
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gambling, but that it is simply enjoyed as a form of sport. Sir, rich 
people have the right to indulge themselves in horse-racing which is too 
expensive for the poor who generally welcome dog-racing whi(‘h is less 
expensive. As such, facilities ought to be given to the poor to indulge 
themselves in some form of inexpensive gambling. Sir, this habit of 
indulging in gambling is inherent in every human l>eing, and people of 
all classes ought to be given every facility to enjoy this fun in some form 
or another. Therefore, in course of the delmte, the llon’ble Member 
gave expression to the feelings or rather the policy of (Government as 
regards dog-racing. Government’s policy now cannot be maintained 
after the passing of the Act in England. The only argument put for- 
ward by the Hon’ble Member had been that d(»g-rucing or horse-rat ing 
in an organised form could not be thrown oi>en to the general public. 
Towards the end of his speech be remarked that Government were not 
prepared to debauch the public by dog-racing in order to raise money. 
That is the view point of the Government of Bengal. If tins can be 
legalisetl in England, I do not see why it eannot be introduced here. 
Last time Sir John Woodbead opposed me beeause there was no such 
thing in England. But after that law' lias been passed in England 
the Hon’ble Mr. Reid says that ultbougb the law has been passed 
in England India is not England and Government are not in a 
position to intrcKluce it heie. lie asked the members on this side 
of the House not to make a sugge.stion like that. My point is 
that the argument that the passing of such an Act here has been 
passed in Kngland will debauch the populace does not liold good. 
Another argument put forward by the Hon’ble Member wlien 1 cornered 
liini was that Government could not allow these racings when* gamliling 
goe.s on and the poor people have the chance of l)eing defrauded. 
Another argument is that Government <lo not like that chihs should 
be started everywhere w’ith the idea of defrauding the people, and to 
make money. Ixi this Bill we have safeguards. The whole Bill 
practically depends on the Government ^ and it is up to Government to 
give their samdion to the owner or occupier of tlie tracks. Government 
can find out gCMid people and allow them to run races just they have 
done in the case of the Turf C’lub and other clubs. Tlie llotride 
Mr. Rtdd confessed that (Government hud asked the police to wink at 
the things that are done by those clubs even when they transgress the 
law. 

Th® Mr. R. N. REID: On a point of order, Sir. The 

Lonlirle member referred to a confession by me. Might I ask him to 
repeat that? 

Mr« PRCtlOENT: The word “confefision^Nit; not appropriate and 
certainly mi.sleading, but even making allowance for it, what does it 
felate toP 
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Nff Pt BAMiMI: Oovenmeot admitted that 

Tht Honlll* Mfi R. N« REID: The hon’ble member used the word 

‘Vonfe.ssion’'. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The word “Admission” is no doubt an improvo- 
iiient, but admission in respect of what? 

Mr. P. BANERili: 1 am tryinpf to find out the expression. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You had better abandon both the words, 
“confession” and “admission” and ffet on with your speech. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: What I was just to tell the House w^as 

tliat the Hon’ble Mr. Reid said that it is true that some of the existin#^ 
flubs indulKe in lotteries and, althou|fh they are not allowed under 
the law, instructions have been jfiven to the police to wink at these 
things for the simple reason that respectable clubs are not expected to 
do these things with the obje<*t of defrauding the puldic. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. That was u statement. It was neither a 
confession nor an admission. 

Mr. P. BANERJhThat statement was made by the Hon ’bio 
Mr. Reid in course of a speech. Now, (lie fact is that when tjovernmeni 
find tliut certain clubs consisting of respectable ])eopb‘ do these things, 
they allow them to continue. My jioint is that I have given tlie whole 
power to the (lovernment and (lovcrnment can give llieir -auction to 
the owners of tracks whom tliev consider to be honest and not likely to 
defraud the public. They <“an (‘ontnd them as they do in the case of 
all sorts of surreptitious gamblings so that poor people can come 
forward and enjoy in the sport'^. At the same time thev can stop 
gambling when young people take part in such gamblings and punish 
the owners of these tracks luvivily. That is the whole object of this 
Bill. Now that an At?t has been passed in England, 1 do not see why 
Hindi an Act should not also be passed liere in order to give facility to 
the piKirer pei»ple to enjoy some sort of sport. 

Mr. A. R. E. LOCKHART: 1 l>eg to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bill be cin ulnted for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the 1st OctolnT, 19*15. 

Sir, it came as such a shm'k to find myself on the same side as 
Mr. 1*. Banerji, as it is somewhat unusual, that I began furiously to 
th.nk when 1 found myittlf .supporting the ide^ of dog-racing whether 
I vras right in so doing. The Bill has obvious manifold imperfections 
with a few of which I would like to deal later, but with the general 
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princi^e I find myself in agreement. I think that the opponents of 
this Bill are slightly exaggerating its danger. They appear to envisagt* 
that immediately after the passing of the Bill there will W a setting 
up of a number of dog tracks all over the province, but although the 
idea of the pariah stakes in every thana, with perhaps an mlorous 
piece of garbage in place of the normal electric hare is an amusing 
thought, I feel sure that this is not what Mr. Banerji has in mind. It 
is possible, I submit, to exaggerate the dangers of really well-regulated 
dOg-racing. The Bill omits a good deal of what is in the British 
Parliamentary Act to whi(‘h Mr. Banerji refers. Some clauses can be 
inserted for tightening up the control. There may Ive certain new 
provisions to the effect that certain capital must be shcjwn in order 
to ensure the financial stability of the promoting company bef<»re a 
license is granttnl and so on and so forth, l^est the opponents of tho 
Bill and Mrs. (iriindy who put tljemselves into blinkers wlienever a 
realist view of gambling aiul the gambling spirit is required should 
be permitted to kill this Bill c(»mpletely, I would suggest that at lea^t 
the public bodies of the province should be given an opportunity to 
give their opinion. Sii', before 1 sit down I would just like to ask that 
if the Bill is to be circulated, it shoubl be circulated to all an<l sundi\ 
and not only to the genteel bodies and official church organisations 
which might be expe< ted to sit \i\mu it. With these words I move my 
amendment. 

Rai Bahadur AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN: Sir, I oppose the Bill of 
Ml. 1*. Banciji. Because horse-racing is in existence and irremovable, 
therefore dog-racc" should also be introduceil with a vengeance is a 
reasoning which I cannot umlerstand. It has been argued tliat dog- 
ra(*es have been j>ermittcd in England, therefore they sho^dfl be 
introdiued in India. But England is not India. There might be 
different conditions and some f»ther rea.'wms suitable to (hat country for 
indulging in that sjHJit, but in a province like Bengal such things — 
dog-races — as contemplated by tliis Bill in my bumble opinion should 
not be introduced, and I think the House will not agree to the introduc- 
tion of such a measure, I do not know’ w'hat led my lion’ble friend to 
introduce a Bill like this. With these few words I opjKjse the motir>ri 
of Mr. Banerji, 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Hir, there is a very good 
ease for circulating the Bill for eliciting public opinion. The previous 
speaker was under the impression that Mr. Banerji was going to 
introduce dog-racing by this Bill : far from it, Sir. There is no question 
of introducing dog-ra«‘ing or horse-racing by this Bill : what he wants 
i» to regulate the affairs on the race-<-ourses. And in this connection the 
tinestion of dog-racing comes in only incidentally. At the present 
ttiotnent ^e are concerned with horse-racing oilly, and it is quite 
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posiible that in the near or flistant future dog-racing may also be 
introduced in this country, in which case this Act will also be ayailable 
for controlling dog-racing; but the main feature which strikes me is 
that it is not a question of dog-racing but a question of regulating the 
affairs on the race-courses. The most important provision of the Bill 
will be found in clause (i — “Betting with young persons and employ- 
ment of young persons in betting businesses prohibited on tracks.** 
That is a very important matter^ and I think that it is a very salutary 
provision which Mr. Banerji intends to introduce by this measure. 
We know, Sir, how the race-courses corrupt the people — especially the 
younger generation — and I think that it is in the fitness of things that 
an effort should be made to control this vice that is eating into the 
vitals of the society. 1 hope, therefore, that the House will accept the 
amendment of Mr. Lockhart and agree to circulate the Bill in order to 
ascertain how much public support is there for this Bill. 

Tha Hon’bie Mr. R. N. REID: Sir. the motion which is before the. 
House now, I think, is the amendment to circulate the Bill 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, there are two motions under discussion, one 
for referring the Bill to a Select Committee and tlie other for (ircula- 
tion to elicit public opinion tbereon. 

Th« Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I must confess that I found consider- 
able difii«’nlty in bdlowing Mr. Bunerji’s speech. A great deal of bis 
•Speech <»f to-day was devoted to <Titicising a si>eech which I made 
some time ago — I think on an identical subject, or a subjeet perhaps 
allied to this. Well, Sir, Mr. Banerji disposed of my previous 
arguments t(» his own satisfacthm, but not to mine. The two clear 
points before us thi.s afternoon seem to me to be, first, is it desirable 
that Government, by pas.sing a Bill of this sort^ should give facilities 
hi Bengal for tlie .so-called sport of dog-racing, which, jHire Mr. Banerji, 
does not exist in Bengal, nor, so fur as I am aware, anywhere else in 
India; secondly, whether Government should come into the business of 
horse-racing on the lines of the English Act of 1934 P Well, as regard* 
dog-racing, I am not, 1 think, very far wn)ng in saying that opinion 
generally in this pn>vince will be on the side of Government when 
they say that they are not prepared to give facilities for the introduction 
of a new' and undesirable sport, that is to say, dog-racing in Bengal, 
and I can say (dearly that Government do not think that they should 
give any sort of facilities for that sport. If Mr. Banerji has read the 
Report of the Royal Commission on ffiotteries and Betting of 1932-33— 
and I think he told us on a previous occasion, in February last, that 
he had read it with care — ^he would have discovered in that report a 
good deal of rather startling information and a good deal of disquieting 
facts. He must then have read that dog-racing had spread to sncIi aa 
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extent in Great Britain that at the time when the Cammisaion puhliahecl 
their report there were no less than 220 greyhound racing tracks which 
provided a matter of 4,000 racing daj^s in the year. When I say 4,(KK) 
that 4,000 is provided by only 23 racing-tracks, and a simple culculation 
will enable one to make out how many racing-<lays are altogether 
provided by the total number of tracks, lie will also have read that 
the Royal Commisbion found that this sport of dog-racing had had 
very undesirable social eifects in the neigh Iwurhoods in which dog- 
racing had l)een introduced. While horse-racing was c'onfined to a 
few centres, generally rather remote from the big industrial areas, dog- 
racing, so to speak, was brought to the very doors of the industrial 
workers. The results of this have been and are that racing ocrurs in 
many districts practically on every night in the week when the worker 
is free from his daily toil and he is thus able to indulge in “on-lhe- 
course” betting every night of bis life. I do not think anyone can 
really say that it is desirable that we should introduce these* facilities 
for people to bet to lose their money and tc» break up their homes by 
betting and gambling. In this connection, 1 might pt'rlinps be allowed 
to cjuote a short passage from the Royal ('ommissi()n‘s Hepott, 
paragraph 254: — 

“We heard a considerable* volume of evidence tending to show that 

betting at greyhound trucks was having nndesiiuble Mxdal elVects 

Many witnesses held the view that the enormously increascMl betting 
facilities afforded by the s]»read of gre\ hound-racing was one* of the 
most powerful (•ausc‘s of the increase in betting. Amongst the 
particular (*ffects brought to our iiotic^e we were informed from several 
independent sources that betting associated with dog-racing had a 
special attraction for young men and women in pcK)r districts and that 
the social r(\sults were serious. We were also impressc'd by the evidence 
given as to the general deterioration of character among young persons 
in poor neighlKiurhcwds due to the exc itement resulting from day-to-day 
betting on greyliound-rac’es which drove out c»veiy other interest. 

If Mr. Banerji had read the rc'fH^rt with the care and attention which 
he said he did, he could hardly have contemplated the intnnluction of 
this sort of thing into Bengal. It is not n c|uestion of regulating an 
existing institution, hut of introducing something new. He says, 
brightly, that dog-racing is in vogue and is going on merrily in Bengal, 
and the only c-oncrete evidence he gives m of that is the fact that last 
winter certain dog-races w'ere held in Belvedere: that is the only bit 
of evidence he gives of the prevalence of dog-racing and I venture to 
think that the Council can hardly take him very seriously when he tries 
to induce us to believe that dog-racing is prevalent all over the province 
and should* be regulated. On these grounds, therefore, so far as dog- 
racing goes, I think there is ample reason why this Council should 
fiajoct his Bill. 
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As regard* horee-iacing, that stands on a slightly different footing. 
As he says, quite righly, horse-racing has been in existence for very 
many years here, and he has set out on the model of the English Act 
of 19')4 to lay down certain provisions to govern and control racing 
and betting on race-courses. But here I think Mr. Banerji has faile<l 
to show, and indeed he has very little material on which to show it^ 
what is the necessity for introducing a Bill on the lines of the English 
Act to deal with conditions in this province. The position in Bengal, 
so far as control of racing and betting goes, that is, so far as the 
ox)ntrol of “on-the-course” betting goes is that the Ix)cal Government 
have power under section 1 of the Bengal Public Gambling Act of 
18G7 to deal with such betting. The purport of that section is that 
‘’wagering is illegal except wagering on horse-races on the day on 
which the race is run and w'ithin an enclosure set apart for the purpose 
with the sanction of the Txwal Government.” That simple clause, in 
fact, giv(?s Government very wide jmwers, executive jwwers, and up to 
now Government have no reason to l)elieve that those powers aie 
insufficient for the purpose; nor have they any reason to believe that 
conditions within the race-courses are such us to demand that they 
should exercise control themselves over racing. As everylwdy knows, 
(‘ontrol w’itliin the race-courses is in the hands of various racing clubs, 
the stew’urds of whom — in some cases they are stipendiary and in some 
cases they are lionorary — are a reputable laxly of men who exerci.se 
very close ami w’utchful control both over betting and racing generally. 

T think there is another point which is relevant to the present 
discussion and that is the scale on which racing go(‘s on in this 
province, as compared with the scale it goes on in England and else- 
where. II(‘re in Bengal there are only five race-courses on which racing 
iji carried on regularly; three of them are in the neighbourhood of 
(hilcutta, viz., in (\lcutta, Tollygunge and Barraekpoie, and there is 
I)ac<‘a and Darjeeling outside Cabutta. And the.se five race-courses 
]»rovide at most for a matter of 185 days’ racing. Now^ in England, 
on the analogy of conditions in which Mr. Banerji tdaims to have 
framed his Bill, in England there are 70 principal race-couises — I do 
not know how many minor race-courses — and there are 220 greyhound- 
racing tracks. A> legards the inimhcr of racing days there are seven 
horse-race c(mrse. within a 15 miles radius of Charing Cro.ss, wrhich 
provide 187 day.s’ racing in the year. These seven race-courses out 
of 70 and 25 greyliouud-racing tracks out of the 220 provide 4,187 days* 
racing in the year, so that there is a very hig difference l>etween the 
conditions which obtain in Bengal and the conditions which prevail 
in England which made it iiece.ssary in the eyes of the Home Govern- 
ment to introduce and pass the .\ct of 1984. 

Mr. Banerji in this c*onne(*tiou referred several times — so far as 1 
could catch what he said — to the question of lotteries and that sort of 
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tkiniTf W I venture to think that that subject is beside the point 
to^lay as in the last session the Oouncil decided that they would have 
nothing^ to do with his Suppression of Ix>tteries Bill, and I do not 
intend to discuss the qtiestion of lottery on this o<‘casion. 


Now, as regards the motion that the Bill be circulated for public 
opinion, I venture to think that there is little to be gained by that. 
Ton are going to circulate the Bill to all sorts of iKulies, the majority 
of whom, I imagine, know little alH)ut the ethics t>r otherwise (»f racing, 
to mufassal Imdies as well us to town lH)dies, not excluding missionary 
bixlies. And you are going t(» ask them to give their opinion, in tjie 
first pla<*e, on the desirahility or otherwise of intnulucing and legiilising 
dog-racing and in the seiMind place on the rather very technical question 
of whether (Government should undeitake the control of racc-(‘ourses 
and of betting on race-<‘ourscs on the same lines as the Knglish Act. 
Well, Sir, I do not think that from <in‘iilation there is very much to 
be gained in the way of opinions from these public hodic'^ to whom 
the Bill may he circulated. 1 do not know whetlier Mr. Buncrji 
favours that m(»tion for circulation himself or not; his own motion ol 
course is tor referring to Selec t (’onimittee. In any case, it seems to 
me scarcely common-sense to ask people for opinion on the ai'ademic 
question of the desirability or otherwise of introducing into Bengal a 
thing of whicli Bengal up to iiov\ knows iiothittg. 1 trust the House 
will agiee witli me in the view timt (lovernment have taken both t)f 
the Bill itself ami of the m<»tion for <in‘tila1 ion. I beg to opjxise 
both the m(^ti<m^. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I have heard the llon’ble Member’s reply 
very attentively, and I fimi that every time he adduees the same 
argument basing it on the Keport of the Koval ( oiiimissKoi. I main- 
tain that the Keport of the Koval (’ommission is a very old story to-day 
I do not think that we should now stami on the authority of the Keport 
of that Commishion, be< ause we find that ignoring many of the reefnu- 
niendatioiis of that fommi.ssion Knglnnd pas.S4Ml legislation in November 
last and the llon'lde Member knows this very well. 

Now, Sir. the Hoirble Member said that the condition f»f Knglan<l 
is verv different from that of India: that opinion was also expn^ssed 
by Rai Bahadur Akshoy Kumar Sen. But the main thing is that 
neither the Hon’ble Member nor the Rai Bahadur had in their mind 
that my object is not to encourage gamhliiig in any way and thin was 
rightly pointed out hy Mr. Shanti Shekhareswar Kay. Me have to 
face facts and examine the state of affairs in the country. It seem.s 
from the arguments we have heard to-day that (loverninent want to 
sit tight on this matter and would not oj>en their eyes to the existing 
state of things. Government want to shirk their responsibility in the 
matter as they say that they are not prepared to undertake the control 
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of race-course tracts, but would f^ive a blank cheque to a particular 
club to do this. The Hon'ble Member further said that public opinion 
is with him and, therefore, public opinion need not be taken. Perhaps 
he consulted some of his friends of the Turf Club who have told him 
that there is no necessity of legalising race-course betting. I ask 
whether it is reasonable or necessary to control the state of affairs. Sir, 
ray point is not certainly to introduce dog-racing for the sake of dog- 
racing or for the fun of it. If I raay speak out my mind, betting goes 
on not only on the race-c-ourses but elsewhere also, as we know the 
bucket shops that we have. If the Hon’ble Member will care tc 
ertquire into the state of affairs in Calcutta he will find that betting 
is done even by our domestic servants. We know that the police in 
certain ruses wink at the ardivities of these people and of the bucket 
shops. So, corruption is encouraged. We do not like that our young 
men or the people of smaller means, such as our domestic servants^ should 
indulge in this sort of surreptitious and unlegalised form of gambling. 
Therefore, as dog-racing has been recogniserl in England, I have 
provided for it for the jmrpose of control if it be introduced here. By 
this sort of control (Government will get some money; it is now 
practically a monopoly of some particular clubs. (Tovernment will 
also be entitled to lir'ense fee, though I do not say that (Government 
will realise this fee from any and everybody, but rmly from those 
parties whom (iovernment consider to be very respectable and honest 
in order to eliminate all chances of defrauding the public. I never 
meant that dog-racing should be introduced to-morrow. It is provided 
in tlie Bill that if it is introdu(*ed it sliould be controlled effectively, 
•o that the j)Oorer serdion of the people may have an opportunity of 
indulging in this sort of sport or legalised gambling. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Do you mean rai'ing b\ country 
dogs ? 


Mr. P, BAMCRJI: That is a different matter which may be left to 
(iovernment to decide. The whole argument is that in Bengal people 
are not very much interested in dog-racing. I know’ that very well. 
What 1 want is that (Jovemnient should control racing and I have 
included dog-racing within the purview of my Bill if it W introduced^ 
afterw’ards. My grievance^ Sir, is that (iovernment, knowing well the 
aituation, are reluctant to take steps in the matter. 

Sir, the next point is that the Hon’ble Member thinks that there is 
no use in eliciting public opinion on the Bill. Mr. Lockhart has 
suggested that public opinion may be taken and the Hon'ble Membef 
has asked whether I want public opinion to be consulted. The Hon’ble 
Member knows that when my State Lotteries Bill was circulated 99 
per cent, of the opinions was in my favour. The Hon'ble Member now 
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apprelieft49 that the same thing will happen in this case also. He 
appears to think that he is the custodian of the conscience of the people 
as Member in charge of the Police. Is it fair on his part to say that 
public opinion will be against my Bill? 


Tha Han’bit Mr. R. N. REID: I never said that. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: .\s to the Hon'ble Member’s (juer\ whether 
I am in favour of the circulation motion, 1 may say that we are 
always in favour of taking public opinion, but Oovernment always 
think that public opinion is not necessary. When any member on this 
side of the House introduces any Bill, then Government say that 
public opinion should be taken. Now, in thi.s particular case I would 
ask the Hon’ble Member why public opinion should not be taken. 
Perliaps he thinks that the public will be in favour of the Bill and will 
be against the (foveriiment. Therefore, 1 think that this is not a wise 
policy on the part of Government. I maintain that some day — if it 
is not to-da\ , the day is not far distant — as the Bill has been passed jii 
England, it will be passed here also. With these words 1 commend 
my motion to tlie acceptance of the Hou.se. 

The ((ue^tion being put, a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 


Alt, MbbWI Hmmb. 

AtMTiU Hr. P. 
lUBtrlM, JitMtfralBl. 

•mb, Mr. N«rt«tfra Kaatr. 

* AiMiliBn, Or. Cbt«4rt. 

•aniiliBrf, iabB KWwH HbIim. 
•luiiiilMrl, Haihri tf94 Oibim HaMfr. 
ObBwiliBrf, Haalvi AMal tkaai. 


Obaailianp, Maalvl Naral Abiar. 
FatHMIali, MaaHrl Mabaaiaiai. 
Kw* laiiabal. 

LaafelMrt Mr. A. A. I. 

Mam, Mr. A. 

PaMar, Utli Naaaaiaa Prttai. 
Aay. Mr. BBaatt BbtlibarHwar. 
Aaat, taba Maiaal. 


NOES. 


AbaMi, Abaa Aabaiar Maahrl laiaAaMla. 

•akaA, Maalvl tfti Mi|M. 

Aal. Aaba UAt Aaaiar. 

AaBir IMila, Abaa tabib Maalvl Mabaaiaai. 

SAM. Mr. t. 

Man. Mr. t. M. 

tAaaia, Mr. Aparva AaaMr. 

ibiaAbaS, Abaa Aabaiar Maalvl Alkaaitaaaa. 

AbaaibMl, AbM Aabaiar Maalvl MaAsar labaMa. 

AbiMibary, Map AaM AbaMi. 

•abaa* Mr. 0. i. 

Pa a aai, Hr. L. A. 

•SMlIM, Hr. A. A. 

SlAiiMg. Hr. B. 

HAMAr, Hr. t. A. 

HA«ab,tAv HaaSH AbMi A aba i ar H. AsMat 
Han.Hr.S.P. 


Maapvr, Mr. A. A. 

NtMla, Aavrab Hatbarrat, Abaa Aaaaiar. 
MaMate, Haalvt Latalat 
Abaa, MaaM Abl AbiaAa. 

AImmi, Abaa Aabaiar Haalvi Naabtai All. 
Abaa, Hr. AaMar Aabaiaa. 

Abaa, Maalvl Tiailiaiila. 

MafalTA Hr. L. T. 

HSHr. Hr. 1. i. 

HAHr, lit HaaSH Hr Srajaaira Lai. 
Haaila. Abaa Aabaiar HabaaiaNMi Abial. 
AaM aaiMa , Ha NaaSH AbM# fir. 
AabaiH, Hr. A. 

Aay, Aaba AaialyaAbM. 

Aay, SMa Aifi^ AaiA^A. 

•ay A b iAibBi y , Hr. A. S 
Aali.lbaHaASHMr.B.s. 
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■titarti ■? . T. i. V. 

Rtf, Mm MM*Mt Mr tlJn Pmai tiagli. 
Rtf, Mr. I tRi w rir MtfU. 

Mmm, Rtl MMMtr latft Kitkar. 

•m, Rai lakatfar Aktiiaf KaaMr. 
•ataiauw, Haaivi MakaaiMai. 


Hmat, Mr. H. 1. 1. 

TaraMv, MaaM Ra»M IMMa. 
Tawaaai, Mr. N. R. V. 

Walkar, Mr. R. L. 

Wllklaaaa, Mr. M. R. 

WaaMMai, Ifea Maa^ait Mr Mm. 


The Ayes being 1(1 and the Noes 46, the motion was lost. 

The question that the Bengal Race Course Betting Bill, 1935, be 
referred to a Select Committee was put and lost. 


Tht Bengal Village Belf-Gevammeiit (Amendment) Bill, 1938. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: I beg leave to introduce a 
Bill further to amend the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 1919. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 


HaJi BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY; I move for introduction 
only; I do not want it taken into consideration. 


Tht Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1933. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: I beg for leave to introduce 
a Bill further to amend the C^Ialcutta Municipal Act, 1923. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Sir, 1 have stated already in 

the Statement of Objects and Reasons why I have introduced this Bill. 
The right to vote at the election of the Bengal Legislative Asaembly 
has been given to persons having certain educational qualificationa, 
and under the Bengal Municipal Bill the same right has been giveii^ co 
to remove this anomaly I want to give the same privilege to personc 
having the same educational qualifications in the (!)alcutta Corporatiott 
elections. 


Rfti Bthidiir Or. HARIDHAN DUTT: I rise to oppose. I find 
vhat my friend has forgotten the principle on which 



im.] - NOX-OFFICIAL MEMBERS* BILLS. M 

Mr« I^REflDENT; Order, order. The Hon’ble Minister slioiild 
here more his amendment. 

rm Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move, 

by way of amendment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of 
eliciting opinion thereon by the 1st Xovember, 1935. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: I beg to accept the motion 

moved by the Hou’ble Minister. 

Rai Bahaillir Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY: If 1 may be permitted to 

say a few words, I do not object to the introduction of the Bill, but I 
objetti to the consideration of the Bill at the present moment. But 
speaking on the motion of tlie Hon’ble Minister 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you first allow me to obtain the views of 
the House with regard to circulation? If that is thrown out, you can 
speak on the original motion. 

The question that the Qilcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1936, 
be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion, was put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Tetiam^ (Amemlment) Billi 1985. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: 1 beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill 
further to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Mr. P. BANERJI: I beg to move that the said Bill be taken into 
consideration. 

BMlU KHETTER MOHAN RAY: I beg to move, by way of 
amendment, that the Bill be t irculated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the 31 st Dec ember, 1935. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Kay, you have moved, but please make 
your speech when we reassemble. 

(The Council was adjourned at this stage for 16 minutas.) 
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(After Adjournment.) 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: The Bill, though it ia a ver^ 
short one, is fraught with grave conaequencea. Co-tenants under thii 
Bill will be able to divide their holding into any number of parts anc 
this subdivision will be binding on the landlord. It wiD endanger th< 
safety of the rent and, consequently, it will lead to such fragmentatioi 
of the holding that it will not be to the interest of the tenants also. 
For this reason I oppose the Bill and, on second consideration, I beg 
leave of tlie House to withdraw the amendment which I have just 
moved. 

The amendment was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The Hcm'bla Sir BROilENDRA LAL MITTER; 1 oppose this 
Bill. This Bill is opposed to legal principles, is opposed to economic 
principles and is opposed to common-sense. There is the legal principle 
of joint liability. If three people are jointly liable for a particular 
debt, it does not lie with the debtors to divide that liability. You 
(uinnot divide your liability, hiach is liable for the whole. This Bill 
<‘ut9 across that fundamental principle of joint liability. That is the 
legal (d)jectiou. The economic objection has been mentioned by 
Mr. Ray that our efforts should be to con.solidate holdings and not for 
further fragmentation. This Bill makes for further fragmentation of 
the holding: that is the economic objection. The common-sense objec- 
tion is this: a man ha.s got to get his rent from one person and that 
person dies h^aviug three heirs. Why should the landlord be subjected 
to the disad\nntage of running after three persons for fractional shares 
when it was a consolidated debt due to him? He can recover it from 
any of the three persons. Why should he be compelled to do that 
because the tenant chooses to leave three heirs? It is not common- 
aeuse and on behalf of Government I oppose this Bill. 

Mr. P. BANERdl: Sir, on behalf of Government the Hon*ble 
Member raises objections and bases his arguments on three important 
principles. But his grounds cannot stand a moment’s scrutiny as I 
will prove presently. 

Firstly, as regards his legal principle, although he is a legal 
luminary, he is not in toui'li with law for a long time and has apparently 
forgotten his law. I may just refer him to section 88 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act of 1885 where it wdll be found that such fragmentation 
of holding is allowed under the law. 


The Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: It is by agree- 

ment. 
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Mr. P. BANERJi: All the same it is allowed by law» whether it 
be by agreement or otherwise I do not care. So it cannot be said that 
it is against legal principle. It is not. In this amendment it is sought 
to revive the provision. In section 88 it is laid down: — 

* ‘Nothing herein contained shall be deemed to authorize a court to* 
make an order for subdivision of the tenancy or distribution of rent — 

(i) if the division results in the creation of unreasonably small 
holdings; 

(it) if the distribution <»f rent results in bringing the rent for any 
portion below Rs. 2-8 in rase of holdings and Its. 4 in case of 
tenures.” 

Therefore, it canmit be maintained f(»r a single moment that tin's is 
against all legal principle. It can be done but only under certain 
conditions, that is if the :rmin(hir,i and tenants agree to fragmentation 
of h<dding they can do so; but if there is disagreement, the p(K)r 
tenants will have to go to (suirt which means delay and expense and 
the |>oor tenants are not always in a position to do so. 

As regar<ls the economic principle, the Hon ’hie Member bawm Ins 
argument <ui the ground tliat tliere will be Iraginentation to small 
holdings. Mr. Ray also sugg-ested that. The Hon’ble Member also 
says that it is <jj)posed to common -sense. He argues why should a 
run the risk of going t<i three persons to realise his rents. 
The same urgoiment can be advanced from the other side in this respec t. 
Suppose a zrunntldr die^ leaving many heirs and his HJ-annas zeviin^iary 
is divided into several shares of 2 annas, 4 annas, b annas and 8 annas, 
in that caH? the fK>or tenant.s have to pay rents tc» all of them piecemeal. 
So if it can he dtme by the tenants, there is no reason why the zermndars 
should not do so. It is also common-sense that the law should be 
uniform in all c^ses. Then, again, suppose there are four co-sharer 
tenants in a certain holding and out of thes<^ four co-sharers one pays 
his rent to the zemindar regularly but the others are defaulters, under 
the law the zemindar can and do realise the whole rent, due from the 
defaulters, from their co-sharer who pays his own share regularly. The 
result is that he is being penalised for being a good man who pays his 
share punctually. Now, is it not csmi mon-sense that the law should be 
uniform in both the cases?' Is it fair that the pcmr tenants should 
have to gt) to court for filing contribution suits? They are poor and 
not in a position to do so, whereas the zannndarg can very well do so us 
they are rich and have got their pennanent staff and separate depart- 
ment to deal with such cases in court. They are always doing so, 
Th^ are doing that more or less, and. therefore, it is quite possible 
that he can, instead of realizing or suing a particular individual, 
fuppoee A, sue B, C, or D, or, if it is found that it cannot be realised 
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from A and B, he can sue C and D. Then, what is the difficulty? 
There is absolutely no difficulty, and any person with a common-senae 
view of thill will realize that this causes no hardship to the zeTnindar. 
The difficulty is that the zemindar can realize the rent only from one 
particular party, and thereby by his action help dishonest persons. 
Persons who find that they can avoid payment and that the law will 
not take its own course against them because there may be other co- 
sharers, who may be bigger and richer men and who will pay on their 
behalf, will not pay. In order to obviate this difficulty. Sir, I have 
brought forward this Bill, for the sufferer knows best where the shoe 
pinches. The Hon’ble Member, sitting tight in his seat, does not 
realize the situation ; but anyone who has an iota of common-sense will 
realize this. The tenants, who are groaning under difficulties, realize 
this very fully, I must remind the zemindars that it is in their own 
interests that this deplorable situation in the country should be recti- 
fied. They seem to be forgetting this fact. May be that to-day, with 
the help of Government, they may turn down my proposal, but if more 
hardship is caused to the tenants then these zrmtndors will be the worst 
sufferers. I, therefore, appeal to my zemindar friends here to pause 
and consider my proiM)S}d carefully, so that they may not have occasion 
to rue th(‘ir conduct in future, when truer representatives of the people 
will be returned to this Legislature. 

Tile (luestioii that the Ibuigal Tenancy ('Amendment) Bill, 1935, be 
taken into i <»nsideration was then ])Ut and lost. 


Th« Caloutta Mufiicipat (Amendment) Bill, 1935. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir. I beg to move for leave 
to introduce a Bill further to amend the (’ah iiUa Municipal Act, 1923. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I beg to move that the 
wiid Bill be taken into con.sideration. 

Sir, the Bill is a very small one and it wants to remove the words 
“for such periods respectively as they think fit^* from section 51(7) 
of the Calcutta Municipal Act, that is to say, to put an end to the 
sy.stem by which the appointment of the principal officers of the 
Corporation ha.s been limited for certain terms. I want to give theaa 
officers security of tenure as well as freedom from interference tm 
carrying out their duties. 
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Til* HM’Wt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYi Sir, I beg to 
move, by ol amendment, that the Bill be circulated tor the purpoee 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the 1st November, 1935. 

My reasons are quite obvious. I do not think that the House should 
accept the amendment suggested in this Bill without having the opinion 
of the Calcutta Corporation. 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, if I may, I beg to accept 

the amendment. 

The amendment was put and agreed to. 


the Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 1938 (by Mr. Mukunda Behary 

Mulliok). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tlu. Bill docs not arise. 


The Calcutta Municipal (Amendment) Bill, 1938. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I to move for Icmivo 
to introducp a Bill further to amend the (.’alcutta Municipal Act, 1923. 

The (jueNtioii was put and agreed to. 

(The Secretary then read the .short title of the Bill.) 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I he^ to move tliut the 
said Bill he taken into ( onj'ideration. 

The Bill, Sir, is a very nhort measure, for removing an anomaly 
which has been working hard.ship u|mn poorer professional men. The 
object of the Bill has been slated as (dearly as I could in the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons. Under a Schedule to the Uulcutta 
Municipal Act, viz., Schedule VI, difterent rates of license fees are 
provided for professional men according as they pay inconu^-tax or they 
do not pay income-tax. At the time when the Calcutta Municipal Act 
was passed, the minimum income upon whicdi income-tax was leviable 
was Rs. 2,0(K). Accordingly, the effect of the Schedule was that a man 
who had an income of Rs. 2,0(M> and paid income-tax, had to pay Rs. 50 
as license fee, whereas a man who had an income of less than Rs. 2,000 
had to pay Rs. 25 as license fee. Since then, this Council has amended 
the Calcutta Municipal Act, hut this Schedule remains as it wasy 
although the Indian Legislature has amended the Income-tax Act 
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several times, so that the minimum assessable income has been reduced 
and altered from time to time. The effect of this is that, although the 
Calcutta Municipal Act so far as this Schedule is concerned remains as 
it was, the Calcutta Municipality has become entitled, by legislation 
of the Indian Legislature for purposes which have no reference to 
Calcutta, to realize Its. 50 as license fee from persons having an income 
of less tlian Its. 2,000, to which they would not have been entitled 
under the Calcutta Municipal Act as it w’as originally conceived, and 
it is that anomaly that my Bill seeks to remove. My reason in the 
first place is tliat, I take it that, it is the opinion of the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council that if a person who earns less than Rs. 2,000 per anniim 
had to pay a license fee of Rs. 50, it would be a great hardship on him ; 
that is the principle upon which the license fees were fixed in the 
Calcutta Municipal Act. In the second place, apart from that, there is 
this difference: it is highly undesirable that the finances of the Calcutta 
Corporation should be placed in that fluctuating position — a position 
in w hich it might be placed more or less by reason of enactments of the 
Indian Legislature, which had no reference whatsoever to the finances 
of Calcutta. The Calcutta Municipality ought to be governed by rules 
laid down by this Legislature. This Legislature contemplated that 
persons having an income of Rs. 2,000 or more sliould pay a license fee 
of Rs. 50 and a person having a lower iiuome should pay Rs. 20 as 
license fee, and that is what 1 want to make clear by the amendment 
to the Schedule wdiicb I now propose. The effect of this would be that 
in every case a j)erson wlio jwiys income-tax on less than Rs. 2,000 a 
year would be paying Rs. 25, as before, as lic ense tee, whereas a person 
who jmid an income-tax of Rs. 2,000 or more w’ould pay Rs. 50 as 
before: that is to say, I mean to correct the anomaly whicli has been 
created by amendments to the Income-tax Act by the Indian Legis- 
lature. This is a simple mea.sure. Sir, to whicli I ask the assent of this 
House. 

Th« Hotfblf Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move, by way of amendment, that the Bill be circulate^d for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the Kith September, 1935. 

Sir, I admit that there is considerable force in the arguments 
advamed by the hon’ble meml>er in support of his Bill, but Govern- 
ment do not propose to come to any decision in the matter without 
consulting the Calcutta Corporation, whose revenues will be affected 
if ibis Bill is passed into law. On this ground, I move my amendment. 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, with regard to the 
Hon’ble Minister's amendment I should have been very happy if Qov« 
eminent bad not insisted upon taking the opinion of the Calcutta 
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OorpcMrmtion for the reason that I do not think* that the Caleutt 4 ^ 
Corporation can take any reasonable objection to a proposal which does 
not affect their finances substantially and w hich simply seeks to do an 
act of bare justice. But even if the Calcutta Corporation did object to 
such a reasonable proposal that should be quite unworthy of considera- 
tion by us. If, however, Government rwilly insists on consultinpr the 
Calcutta Corporation, I am prepared to accept the Hon'ble Minister’s 
amendment. 

The HonTde Minister’s amendment was then put and agreed to. 


The Bengal Muntoipei (Amendment) Bill, 1935. 

Mft Pi BANERJI* Sir, 1 beg to move for leave to introduce a Bill 
further to amend the Bengal Municipal Act, 1932. 

The question was put and agreed to. 

(The Secretary then read the sluat title of the Bill.) 


Mr. P. BANERdl: Sir. T beg to iiKoe that the said Bill be taken 
into consideration. In doing so, 1 would only submit that I have 
provided for three things in this Bill. Gne of them is not new’ becauBe 
Government have already accepted it in connection with another Bill, 
viz., to extend the same power to the ( hairmen of district boards. The 
two other suggestions I have made in tlie Bill are to provide for speedy 
work by apptdnting more members in the committee and also by 
making cK'cupiers responsible for the payment of the iK’Cupier’s share of 
the taxes. These are the two things which I consider to he absolutely 
necessary. Therefore, I think that Government cannot have any 
reasonable objei tion to the suggestions 1 have made in this Bill. 


Tht Hofi’Wf Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, I beg to 
move, by way of amendment, that the Bill he circulated for the purpose 
of eliciting opinion thereon by the 1st December, 1935. 

In moving my motion, I would simply say that Government propose 
to introduce a Bill to remove .some of the anomalies in the Bengal 
Municipal Art at the next session of the Council, and in doing so they 
will take into consideration the amendments suggested in the various 
non-official Bills, Of course, they do not give any guarantee as to the 
inclusion of these amendments; but I can assure the House that all of 
them will receive very careful (onsideration. On this assurance, I 
hope, the hon’ble member will withdraw bis motion and accept mine. 

The Hon’ble Minister’s amendment was put and agreed to. 
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TIm BMigii Maclieil (Anwfiiftiieiit) BUI, 1935 (by Munmclra 00 b flai 

Mahatii). 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This Bill does not arise, as the House has 
already given its decision with regard to a Bill substantially identical. 


Adjournment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The House stands adjourned till 3 p.m. 
to-morrow, when discussion of the resolutions left over from the 29th 
July will be taken up. 



ProceadBngf of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Thb Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the ‘20th August, 1935, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the TTon’ble Kaja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray Chow- 
DHURY, of Santosh) in the C'hair. the four Hon’lde Members of the 
Executive Council, the three Ilon’ble Ministers and 93 nominated and 
elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 
(to which oral answers were given) 
Chittagong-Araoan Read. 

*57. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (o) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in cbarge of the Local Self-(iovernnieut Department be 
pleased to state — 

(i) what amount has been Hanctioned ior the improvement of the 
Araean Road in Chittagong during the last 5 years; 

(ti) what amount of the sanctioned money has l)een spent; and 
{Hi) what work has l)een done? 

(b) If no money has l>eeu spent yet — 

(i) what are the reasons for not doing so ; and 
{it) when is the money expected to be spent and for w^hat work? 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’bla Sir Bijoy Prasad Singh Roy); (a)(i) On the advice 
of the Board of Commuui< ations and with the approval of the (iovern- 
ment of India, a scheme for bridging the Chittagong-Aracan Road 
at an estimated cost of Hs. 5 lakhs ha.s been sanctioned by (iovernment. 

(u) and {Hi) No expenditure has l)een incurre<i on this proje<’t aa 
the work has not yet been taken up. 

(5) (t) The delay in taking up this project was owing to obje<‘tions 
preferr^ by 4he Railway administration which necessitated correspond- 
ence with the Government of India. 
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(u) Rough estimates for the cx)n8truction of three major bridges, 
namely, (1) Dalu, (2) Kalarpole and (3) Tankabati bridges on the road 
have been received and are being examined. The estimates for another 
major bridge, namely, Induri Bridge, are under preparation. The 
Superintending Engineer, Eastern Circle, reports that he expects to 
spend Rs. 1 lakh on the four bridges in question during 1935-36. 

Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state when money will l)e spent on the projects? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Within 1935-36, 
Sir. 

Prosecution of detenus for breach of rules. 

*5S. Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: (a) Will the 
Hon ’ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
states the numlH^r of cases in which prosecution has been launched 
during 1935 against a detenu for breach of rules under the Bengal 
Criminal JiUw Amendment Act giving the details of the offence, the 
result of the ])rosecution and the sentence passed in case of a convic- 
tion P 

(h) In how many (nises persons detained under the Bengal Criminal 
l 4 iw Amendment A(’t have been punished for breaih of rules by the 
officer in charge of detention camps and prisons during 1935? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. R. N. Reid): {a) Eorty-hve < uses have lieen instituted during 1935 
against detenus for hreach of conditioiiM ot internment, of whieh 10 
cases have ended in conviction, 1 has been withdrawn, 1 has lieeii 
acipiitted on ap|H‘aI. and 3 are still |H*nding. The puni^iunent, in the 
majority of cases, raiigeil from one day’s imprisonment to two years’ 
impriHoiuuent. In 5 cases a sentence of three years’ rigorous imprison- 
ment was imposed, in one of which it was reduced to six months on 
ap|>enl. In 2 cases a sentence of four years was im|K)sed which, in one 
instame, nas reduced to one year on ap[>eal. In 2 ca'^es a sentence of 
five years was im|M>sed, both of which are now under appeal. 

{b) The information is not available here and Government are not 
prefwred to undertake the task of compiling it. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state, with reference to breach of rules, if there has been 
a aingle case where a detenu has been convicted for having committed 
an act of violence? 
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Tht Itoll’bit in*. R. N. REID: Sir, ike only caae I can quote now iiD 
tke murder case at Goalundo. 

Mr. SHANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the Hon'ble Mem. 
her be pleased to state whether any records are kept when such punish- 
ments are inflicted? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Kecord is kept in the different 
localities in which punishments are inflicted. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: In that case, what was 
the difficulty in getting the figures for the information of the House? 


The HOfl’Me Mr. R. N. REID: Considerable labour and trouble 
is involved which (Tovernnient do not think will l)e comnien>urate with 
the results to be obtained. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the llun'ble Meml)er 
be pleased to slate liow many detention camps are there in Bengal? 


The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: I would refer the hon’ble member to 
starred (piestion No. (iO which (‘ornes on to-day ver\ shortly. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the HmCble Meml)er 
be pleased to state if it is the view of (ioverninent that it would involve 
a great labour to obtain figures from these few detention camps? 

The Hon’We Mr. R. N. REID: I have said so once, Sir. 


All-India Library Conforanoa. 

•88. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
what action, if any, has been taken in Bengal on the resolutions adopted 
at the — 

(i) first All-India Library Conference held in Cabutta in Septem- 
ber, 1933; and 

(u) second All-India Library Conference held at Lucknow in April, 
1935? 
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MINIiTER in ohargn of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tlio 
Hon’bif Khon Bahadur M. Azizul Haquo): (i) The member is referred 

to the answer given to a similar question of his on 22nd December, 
1934. 

(it) A copy of the resolutions has not been received. 

Expenditure on detenus. 

•e0« Babu KISHORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: (a) Will the 

Hon'ble Member in charge of the Political Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing for the periods from 1926 to 
1934- 

(i) the annual total expenditure for the detenus; 

(it) the annual expenditure for the maintenance of each detention 
camp from the time of their establishment up to the present 
time ; 

(m) tbe numWr of detenus detained in each year in each camp; 

(iv) the number of village internees for each year; 

(v) the annual expenditure for village internees for each year; 

(iw) the number of home internees for each year; 

(m) the annual expenditure for home internees each year; and 
(riti) the average per head expenditure for each detenu every yearP 

(h) Is it a fact that the average* amount of allowance paid to each 
detenu is decreasing year after year? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state the reason for such curtailment? 


Tho Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: (a) (i) and (it) Statements are laid 
on the table. 

(Hi), (tv) and (ri) These figures cannot l)e collected without a dis- 
proportionate and unjustifiable exi>enditure of time. 

(r) and (vii) The figures are not separately available, the eirpendi- 
ture on Kith l)eiug lumped together under “47 — Miscellaneous/* 

(triii) No proper average can l>e worked out without taking into 
account the expenditure in jails and on police which, as stated above, 
are not separately available. 

(h) and (c) Keductions have been made from time to time in the 
allowances of detenus Wause they were found to lie excessive. Every 
reduction has been preceded by a full enquiry. 
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Statem 0 nt referred to in the reply to clause (a) (i) of starred question 
No» 60y showing the annual total expenditure for the detenus for 
the periods from 1926 to 1934. 

(•) (0 


Year. 

Expenditure. 


Rs. 

1925-26 

47,059 

1926-27 

1,19,034 

1927-28 

.. 1,38,159 

1928-29 

50,976 

1929-30 

2,211 

1930-31 

.. 1,50,877 

1931-32 

9,69,945 

1932 33 

.. 13,15,622 

1933-34 

.. 19.77,340 

1934-35 

.. 21,46,627 


The above figures do not include expenditure in jails and on the 
police, figures of which are not separately available. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clause (a) (it) of starred question 
No. 60, showing the annual ej^penditure for the rnainterumce of 
each detention camp from the time of their establishment up to the 
present time. 


(«) 



1931-32. 

1932-33. 

1933-34. 

1934 35. 


Rs. 

R«. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Buxa 

. . 2,93,701 

1,98,170 

1,66,594 

1,49,254 

Hijli 

, . 2,97,642 

2,86,39.1 

2,90,267 

3,04,(KK> 

Berhampore 

.. 42,716 

3,29,576 

4,22,270 

4,23,243 

Deoli 

62,889 

1,91,692 

7,08,531 

7,08,490 

Rai Bahadur 

SATYA KINKAR 

SAHARA: Will the 

Hon*ble 


Member be pleased to state if it is a fact that the number of detenus 
is decreasing since 1983? 


Tha Han’bla Mr. R. N. REIDs Not that 1 am aware of. 
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Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA: If that .is a fact, wiU 
the Hon'ble Member be pleased to explain why the amounts of expendi- 
ture for the four detention camps were increasing even in 1933 and in 
1934? 


Mr. PRESIDENT: The Hon’ble Member did not say that the number 
is decreasing, and the question, therefore, does not arise. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anawen to which were laid on the table) 

Proposed Tuborouiosis Hoopital at Baidyabati. 

33. Rai Bahi^ur SATISH CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether any offer has been made to Govern- 
ment for opening a Tuberculosis Hospital in the central part of 
Baidyabati ? 

(b) If the answer to (u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any objection has Wn taken to the location of such 
a hospital in that place; 

(it) whether any representations have been made by the local public 
against the liK^ation of such hospital in that place; and 

(iit) whether any decision has been come to by Government in the 
matter ? 

(c) If the answer to (b) (Hi) is in the negative, are the Govern- 
ment considering the desirability of allaying the public consternation 
by declaring the unsuitability of the place for the purix>8e? 


TN Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) No such 
offer has Been made to Government for opening a TuWrculosis Hospital 
at Baidyabati ; but the Marwari community of Calcutta have proposed 
to establish a Tul)erculosis Hospital at Baidyabati. 

(h) and (r) Representations have been made to Government by the 
commissioners of the municipality and certain residents of the locality 
against this profwsal. These representations are now under the con- 
sideration of Government. 
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Canieii RmoH Munimptlity. 

34. Maulvi LATAFAT HUSSAIN: (a) Will tbe Hou'ble Minister 
in cbar^ of the Lo<‘al Self-Govoniment Department be j>lease<l to 
state what is the Muslim and non-Muslim jwpulation of the Garden 
Beach Municipality? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister W pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showinfr out of the LH) nominated commissioners of the said muni- 
cipality bow many are — 

(0 Muslim; 

(it) non-Muslim; 

(lit) European; 

(ir) Hindu; 

(r') Indian Christian; 

(r/) rejneseutative (»f caj»itulist interest and labour, respectively; 
and 

(vii) domiciled non-Ben^rali Hindu? 

(c) AVill the Ilou’ble Minister \h* pleased to state whether any one 
who does n(»t possess the (qualifications as laid dow’n under the Beiififal 
Municijial Act has lieen nominated? 

(d) If the answer to is in the affirmative, how many are they? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; (o) Muslims 
29,035 and non-Muslims 2G,237. 

(6) (i) Muslim—?. 

(u) Non-Muslim -12. 

(Hi) European — 5. 

(ir) Hindu — G. 

(v) Indian Christian — 1. 

(ri) Representative of — 

(a) Capitalist interest — 5. 

(h) Laliour — Nil. 

(rii) Domiciled non-Benfrali Hindu — 1. 

(c) and (d) The appointments were made by nomination under a 
Special Act, viz., the Garden Reach Municipality Act. No voters* 
list was prepared and it is therefore not possible to say whether the 
nominated commissioners are qualified for election under section 16 (3) 
4 >f the Bengal Municipal Act. 

14 
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Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Will it be correct 
to «ay, therefore, that Heven of the nominated commissioners are 
Muslim and 12 non-Muslim? 


The Hon’ble 8ir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 


Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: U thei e any reason 
for this disproportionate representation considering the strength of the 
two communities on population basis ? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, population 
is not the only criterion; several othei- facts luid to le taken into con- 
sideration; for instance, the rating streugtlj, tlie stake and the import- 
ance of a community in the municipal area. 


Dacca Mitford Hospital X’Ray Department. 

35. MauUi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: (o) Is the lion hie Minister 
in ehurge of the Local Self-(fovernment l)e]>artment awaie — 

{i) that then' is an X'Hav Dejuirtincnt in tin' Dacca Mitford 
Ilosjutul ; 

{it) that there is one Assistant Siirgetm in charge of it : 

{in) that the said Assistant Surgeon is getting his grade pay and 
special allowance; 

{iv) that he also gets jht rent, ot the im*ome ot the X’llay 
Department ; 

(e) that only 5 jier rent, goes to the Government iund; and 

(ri) that the minimum charge there is Ks. IG? 

(h) If the answers to (a) are in the atlirmative, will the Hon'ble 
Minister be jileased to state why the major jKirtion of the income of 
the department is given to a fully paid Government servant? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of lowering 
thf charge for the In'iiefit of the poor? 


Tho Hon’bM Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {h) and (c) 

The member is i-eferred to the reply to the unstarred question on the 
subject put by Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury at this session. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 

(On matters of general public interest.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The Ilou'^e will remember that we were discuss- 
ing resolution No. 2 when the ('ouncil rose on the 29th of July. The 
di8cus.sion on that lesolution may now be resumed. 1 shall allow two 
hours to be devoted to the <lisrussion <d’ that resolution. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Sir, I have great 
respect for the moNer of the lesolution, Mr. Narendia Kumar Hasu, 
whose .strong advocacy of the juiblic cause on every axailahle oj)port unity 
has earne<l for him the confidence and esteem ot those whom he rejue- 
.sents in this (’ouncil. I hope 1 am not s]H»akiiig in terms of hyperbole 

when I ( haracterize Mr. llasu as the doughty < lmmpion id popular 

rights. Although 1 am unable to >.ee eye t(» eye with him in many 

mutters, \et I admire him for his thorcmghness and his dear c<uice|i- 

tion of things. Hut, Sii, so far as the ies(»lution unih*r discussiun is 
concernerl, 1 must (onles^ that his indi< tment of the person or persiUis 
resjMmsible ffU- the working of the (’o-opeiali\e Depaitment is not based 
on facts. 

Sit, li <»ne goes a little <lee|K*r into the iiuestion, one will find that 
Mr. Hasu’s statement that ioi the best two years or more, no ie|Mut 
was issued b\ the ( 'o-operat i\e l)ej)artmen( , is not lorrect. The last 
report on the winking cd the co-operative societies foi 19dd-dl has 
already been published, as tai as I am aware. I he repoit wa.s suh- 
mitted hy the Hegistiai of ('o-operalive Societies in |•'eh^ual•y, l!fd4. 
Mr. Hasu said that rural haiik.s were suppo.sed to he supervised by 
auditors apjiointed by central banks and that dt) l)anks wen* to be 
supervised bv ainlitois afipoiated b\ cential banks juo! that dl) hanks 
were to be audited bv eadi supervisoi. 1 am all aid that neither <d the 
statements i^ ((uieit. In the hist place, audit«»r.s are not api>oiiited liy 
central banks, and secondiv , supervisors are md entitled to audit the 
banks. It is the auditors appointed hy (government who are authorised 
to audit the banks. 

In Mr. Hasu’s opinion, the iiumlier of HU|>ervisois should he in- 
creased. Evidently he bases his opinion on the assumption that sujier- 
visors are npiKiinted hy (iovernment. But it is not so. Su[K*rviHors 
are the employees of the central banks, and it is the lookout (d the 
central banks to see whether their number should he increased or not. 
Mr. Bnsu complains that there is no recruitment from the rank of super- 
vioora to the rank of auditors. This is also not In^rne out hy facts. 
A certain i)eirceutage of audi(or.s is re<‘ruited from the rank of sujier- 
visors according to the orders of Government. 
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Mr. Bam further .ntate.s that the directorate of the banks is composed 
of peoj>le heavily indebted to the banks. I do not think that this is 
coiTeci either. The directorate of a ceutial bank is composed of repre- 
jsentati\es of the juefereiice shareholders and of the shareholding 
>iocieties. The former are not indebted to the central bank as accord- 
ing to the by-laws of the central bank no such individual can borrow 
money from the bank. As regards the latter class of directors, there 
is a circular issued ]>y the registrar that a representative of 1) and E 
idass socieiies, that is, defaulting societie.s, should not be elected as a 
<liieclor. This (ircular is generally ob.served by the central banks. 
In the case of juimarv societies also, the defaulting panchayets are 
noi allowed to continue as oflice-bearers, but in exceptional cases when 
better men are not available, they are allowed to do so. Sir, desultory 
remarks like these do not help matters mu(‘h, rather they are lalculated 
io do more harm than good. 

It will peihaps he universally acknowledged that continued economic 
tlepression during the last (j years has adversely affected the co-opera- 
4i\c movement in all ])rovinces in India. The j)osition of t)utstanding 
vdehts IS more or less distressing in all juoviiues, and it is now definitely 
held that unless theie is a rise in the j)rice-h‘vel, ])articularly of agri- 
s iiltnial < (Mumodities, the position (d‘ the movement will not appre- 
•ciahly imi)rove in any ju-ovince. Notwithstanding the abnormal fall 
in the pri('e of jute, the only money-crop in the province, the i>ercentage 
4of outstamlings in the co-operative .societies is not worse than that in 
many (Ulier pr«>vinces. Almost all the loan offices in this ])rovin(’e have 
long ago (dosed theii doors and aie not paying an\ thing to their 
cieditois. Hut the co-o|M*rative banks are paying interest to depositors 
lully and legulariy. It is true that some of the hanks in the jute- 
growing aieas aie finding difficulty in meeting matured deposits, but 
4hey are also j)aying sm h deposits proportionately. Various steps have 
lieen (aken by the (’o-operati ve Deinirtment during the la.st two or three 
Tears to impi'ove the j>osition, and such results ns nmy be possible under 
.thf present ciicuinstances have been achieved. 

In this connection, 1 would invite a reference to the communique 
issued hy the Vuhlicity Department of Government on the resulU 
•of the action taken hy the Go-operative Department. Since the com- 
mencement of the present economic depression, the {>olicy of the deiwrt- 
inent has been one of consolidation of the movement which involved 
lecf nstitution of bad societies and winding up of hopeless ones. 
While this jvolicy was |)erseveringly followed, it was at the same time 
thought necessary to save the movement from drifting into stagnation. 
An*angcinent has, therefore, lieen made during the current yetir to 
forjii new* agricultural and other types of societies in suitable areas. 
A special set of by-laws .safeguarding the defects of the past Ua.s been 
fuepured for the new agricultural societies projjo.sed to be organised. 
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Wllifo there has been an abnormal fail in the prices of ajrricultural 
produce, the high rate of interest charged from individual debtors in the 
co-operative societies remained the same, with the result that the per- 
centage of overdues, both prinei|>al and interest, increasetl <<ver- 
whelmingly every year in a large niimher of central hanks in the jute- 
growing areas. In (onsequenee, these central hanks were working 
at a deficit. The Ilegistrar of (’o-o|>erative Societies, i)er>ionally visite<l 
mo.st of these hanks during HKbl and 1934 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: How do you know tluil 'f 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: 1 have studied the 
question closely and I am s{>eaking fioin my f>ersonal knowledge of facts. 
If my friend had been a little nnue imlustrious and ha«l lared to look 
into the records, he would have known the real position. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU; You are following the detaila 
given to you hy the Hegistiai. 


Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: I never nut the 
Ilegistiar in the (cuirse of a >ear. Tliese are some (jI the facts wliicb 
uninistakahly slio\\ that the department has not iieen Iving idle so long 
I do not think it is fair on tin* pait of anvlauly m this nous(‘ to ciiticise 
the work of a particular otficei . 4 he new Itegistiai' has l>ecn here only 

foi’ a .slioi’t peiiod, ami I do not think we will })e justified to criticise 
his work without giving him sufiicient time to imj)io\e the conditiem 
of the dejiartmenl under his chaige. 

ith regard to the condition <d these societies, 1 would like to 
add that almost every individual and e\erv institution in this emuntry 
has been more or less haul hit; the Zfnundarn find tlienisehes in it 
helpless jMtsiticjii on account of tlo‘ continued eccinomic depiession. 
They are not in a po.sition to realise their rents. Similarly, the private? 
money-lenders also find tlieiii.selves in a sorry predicament. They can- 
not realise their dues and are at the mercy of the deiitors. 4’he ( o- 
perative Department, being a department of Government, has no doubt 
better opfwrtunitjes and tae ilities for the reali.sation of its dues, hut 
even then there i.s a limit to its ca|nicity. When the cultivator ha» 
no money, how’ can the dues he reali.sed with jiunctuality These an? 
some of the ^mtent facts whi< h have not been taken into conHidenitieiu 
in criticising the department and the w'ork of the Registnir of Co- 
operative Societies. Sir, I do not think any useful imr|K>se will bo 
served by appointing a Committee of Emiuiry ns suggested hy 
Mr. Basil, i have a bitter experience of such Committees. I hof>e 
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Government will take note of what is ventilated on the floor of the v 
House and try to remove defects where they exist. < 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the resolution. 

Maiilvi ABUL KA8EM: I also rise to opjx)se the motion of my 
friend, Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. The first and the foremost 
reason why I do so is, as I said some time aj?o, that Government has a 
remedy for all evils. Whenever there is any complaint aj^ainst the 
administration, a committee is appointed to enquire into the question. 
The eommittee then meets and sometimes they submit their report 
uhich, however, is not of much l)enefit. It has become our habit also 
that whenever we want certain mutters to be investigated into, we 
also suggest that a committee consisting of a non-ofiicial majority 
slnuild be app(dnted to enquire into the (juestion. I do not believe 
in these committees, and, therefore, I oppose the icscdiition. 

Secondly, Sir, the iulniinistration ol tin* t'o-operative DejMirtmcnt 
is not a (piestion in which the Treasury Bench and oin selves are opposed 
to each other. The object and the desire of the Treasury Bemh as well 
as that (d the non-otiicial members and the ]aM)ple ot Itengal is the 
saiiK*, namely, that the co-oj»erative movement in this jnoNince should 
be a success, and an un(|ualified success, and that every method that 
can possibly be adojded should be availed ot. My friend, Mr. Narendra 
Kumar Ilasu, has levelled his charges which, in his opinion, are the 
reasons for the appointment (d a committee to investigate into the 
administration ot this dejmrtinent. He says, there are oul'^tanding 
liabilit ies^that banks’ dues have md been jnoperly realised^ Sir inv 
triend, Itai Bahadur Keshab ('bandra Banerji, with his intimate know- 
ledge (d, arnl interest in, the co-operative movement Mfas categoi ically 
replied to Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu and to his statement. While 
admiring his staunch championship of public rights and libel ties, he 
says that in this residution at any rale that chamjiionshij) ot the 
interests ot the [uililic and of the poor has Ix'en misdirected, because the 4 
statements that Mr. Narendra Kumai Basu has made, the Bai Bahadur 
auys, and categorically iH>ints out, are incorrect all through. The 
question is whether the liabilitie.s and the non-realisation ot dues from 
the debtors b\ the co-i>|>erative societies, in spite oi strong mea.sures 
taken by the Begistrar to realise them, goes much to the ( redit of the 
Registrar or md. Sir Daniel Hamilton, himself a great leader in the 
co-o[»ei*ative movement, and to whose zeal, energy, and I may add, 
to w'hose help. de{)end.s to a large measure the success of the co-opera- 
tive movement in this country, stated definitely in one of the confer- 
ences. the earlier <‘onferences of co-oj>erative societies, that the object 
of the co-operative movement is quite different from thJt of the money- 
lending banks as well as the money-lending peopleJ[ It is not for 
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lending money and realising it; it is not only for the purpose of 
lending money at a less rate of interest than that taken by private 
money-lenders, but it is for the purpose of helping the agriouUurists, 
artisans snd other j>oor [people who are pre|mi'ed to undertake work, 
I mean to say profilnhie work, in a oo-openitive spirit, and it will not 
be right, simply because there is a failure of oroi>-~and there have been 
failures of crop of late — that money should be realised in the spirit 
of a Shylock. During the last two or three years, on acemint of prices 
of jute and of lire with \vhi( li T am more (oncernetl, having gone down, 
the producers of rit e and jute feel it difficult to make both their ends 
meet. Therefore, Sir, it is not a thaige which can be levelled against 
the present Registrar. AVe have been told that this Hegistrur is not 
well educated, not etficieut, and tiuit there are other charges also 
against him whith have brought this department, width was l)eing run 
in a til si class style, intti discredit. May I rcmititl my friends that 
the present Registrar has ntit been allt>wetl to wt)rk Itmg, that 
the present Itegistiar inhetitetl much td‘ the misdeetls and corruptions 
of his j>iedeces>()i s. ('omniiltees have det idetl that tilliceis ot (lovern- 
inent with nm^t biilliant ie‘*ults at (’ollege Stjuaie liave been ttuind 
unsatistat tory anti in man\ cases hatl to be removetl. It is nt)t College 
St|uare t>nly wbi« b has the right to say wbt) is etficieut untl who is not. 
It has been re:»iis(‘(l titun e\f»eiience, Sir, that the seal oi the (’t)llege 
Si[iiare has ht*en in more than one instance ft)nnd t»> lw‘ tlelective. 
Sn, aiiotbei tbaigt' lias been bitoight whicli 1 ieel it my tluty to 
repiitliatc The gieatest fault of the present Itegistrur is that be is 
lelatetl to one ot the members of the Treasury lieiicb. Ytiu. Sir, 
stopped the digicssion on that ]K)int, but my friend has contemled 
that it IS not desirable that oflicers should be placed in positions of 
trust if tlie\ are lelateil to any of the high officials of (lovernmcnt. 
That nia\ he true. Sir, if the fact is that aii.\ oflicer is promoted or put 
in a ]H»siti<jn (d tiust simply because of his rehit ionshij). Hut if he 
is otheiwise competc'iit, it he ("in show' by bis work and exjK'rience 
and by bis efficicMic v that be is fit for the high position, T see no 
reason why he should be delKirred from getting the post, and that is 
a fsiint foi consideration. It is not a new thing in Bengal. We had 
such instances when we did not object. There are high officials in 
other spheres of life who have put their nearest relatives in fiositions 
of trust in su|>ersessioii of the claims of others, but a voice was not 
heard, not a (|iie.stioii was asked, and not a protest was uttered. The 
reason is that in those cases the lieneficiaries did not belong to the 
suppressed classes. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not lalwnir that point. 

Mmilvi ABUL KASEM: Sir, I do not know much about the present 
Registrar, but I know this much that he has earned his promotion 
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step by step by ^oiiig through every step of the ladder. He worked in 
various capacities, viz., as Assistant Registrar, as Personal Assistant 
to Registrars — with some of the most brilliant Registrars if I may 
say so— and at a crisis w’hen it was found that the department was 
put into mud by officers other than himself, he had to be picked out 
to put the whole matter smooth and right and he was chosen for that 
purf)ose. 


Secondly, Sir, it was my friend Rai Rahadur Keshab Chandra 
Banerji, who has stated that if we examine the department’s work 
carefully we will find that the Registrar has started mending matters 
and clearing the dust and that in the right way and he has succeeded. 
Above all, we have ])een t(dd that (rovernment itself realises that there 
is something lotten if not in the State of Denmark but in the Co- 
operative J)ei)artment , as (fovernmeiit has a]>pointed a high official as 
Joint Secretary aljove the Registrar and another ollicer as Deimty 
Registrar below the Itegistrar. If that is so, rToveriiment itself 
realises the position. Then what was the necessity and what is the 
necessity of pressing this re.solution on (rov(‘iiiment r* Govern- 
ment is alive to the fact that this admiiiistiation ought to be looked 
into. Rut to i)i'esume or to assert that this mud oi- this inefficiency 
is due to the personal action or to the want of capacity of the i)resent 
Registrar would be abs(dutely wrong. Whatever defect there is ill 
lh(‘ (’o-oj>era1ive Department it is due to previous officers and it is 
mdliing but an inlieritaiice of the present Registrar. Whatever the 
charges are ulsmt mismanagement and muddling of 11 h‘ whole system, 
he has inherited them, and he has in his turn tri(*d his best to clear the 
mud and dust and improve matters. (Mvri.vi Svri) Mum Raksh : 
A legacy and not an inlieritjuice. ) Sir, I do not wish to say more. 
Pnmi the tiauid of the speeches w liieh we have heard just now and 
before, viz., from Mr. J. L. Rannerjee ami others, I think it is not 
iieeessiirv for me to lalxmr the ]>oint any further. 1 only say that I 
agree with Mr. J. L. Rannerjee in what he lias said whi('h I think is 
to the i>oint, viz., that it is not right to blame the present Registrar. 
The .system has to be l(M)ked into and f<»r this purpose Mr. Porter and 
another oflicer have been indented from otluu’ depurtimuits. We must, 
therefore, wait and vsee the result <»f their lalK)urs, and I hope and trust 
that it will satisfy everylK)dy. X<> doubt, Sir, the Ck)-operative Depart- 
ment is a great movement, and it is one of the most important depart- 
ment.s of Government. There is no doubt that this department has 
Wn neglected, and I think criminally neglected so long; but true it is 
that pfM)ple have now begun to take more interest in the Co-operative 
Department than before. Therefore, the present administrators of the 
department should not be blamed for what has been done before. With 
these words I oppmse the motion lock, stock and barrel, and I hope the 
mover will withdraw it. 
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Ml^» B. C. CMATTERJEE: Sir. this resolution of Mr. Busu causes 
a littk difficult)’ in the light of the speech that ho has made in «up|»rt 
of it. In his speech he has associated the resolution with an attack 
on a particular iiermanent official, and as far os one can see from the 
facts which have come tumhling down from speaker after speaker, it 
appears to be quite clear that Mr. Basu was wrong in launching his 
attack on this iKirticular official; and l>efore one could vote for thi.s 
res(dution one would like to know^ if Mr. Basu still iitMsists in his 
attack on this particular official or whether he would like to purge 
this resolution of that attack. If he w'ill withdraw’ his attack on this 
official, then we should know how to vote for his resolutioiu As it 
stands, it is associated with the attack which seems to Im^ ^luite 
unjustifiable, as the facts placed before us go to show— facts of whi<‘h 
y \ i \ H:jsu appears to have lv‘cn unawaie. ! have kmovn Mr. Basu 
for a very long time, and 1 would ajqieal to him ]H»r.Honally to with- 
draw his attu(‘k and then ]>ut his ies<dution for the consiileralmn of 
this House. If he will do that, he may find much sympathy with the 
imjs'rsonal asj>ect of this resolution ami he may exjx'ct to carry it 
through. But unless he divorces hiM resolution from his expression 
of anti|mthy against this particular ofheial, I would ask tin' House to 
vote ugaiust the resolution. 


Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Mr. IVesident, Sir, Mr. N. K. Basu wants 
a (’oinnntlee of Kn<|Uiry to he ap|Miiiited for two purj>oses : to eiujuire 
fir^t into the adnnni''trat i<ui of the (*o-»)|H‘rative Ih'partimuit and, 
secondl.v, the api>ointmont of officers therein. Many sjMMkers have 
dealt at length with the grounds which Mr. Basu has urgt‘d in his 
siKUM li in sujijKirt of his motion. So far as the empiiry into the admin- 
istration ot the* (‘o-cqx'rative Department is concerm*d. the liith* show 
of a case which Mr. Basu has sought tci make* out has Immmi compielely 
disjKiscd ot l>v the* previous .s|M*akers, and 1 have very little* to add 
to what (hey have said. I have, howvver, two things to submit by 
w'av of geneial observafons. Mr. Basu's chief complaint was that 
the unrealised advances had ac eiimulatc‘d to sucli an extent as to 
w’arrant the necessity for an encpiiry into the udmini.strution of t]n» 
Ca-op*iativ<‘ DcqKirtim-nt. Sir, I Indieve (tovernmeiit was ies|HUiHihle 
to a g^reat extent for this .state of affairs. There is no doubt that thert» 
ore overdue loans unjKiid. But what is the lea-son The first reason 
is the terrible economic distress which has Ix^eii prevailing in Bengal 
and shows little sign of diminishing or clisH|qi<^aring. Well. Sir, wc> 
know' that every class of inniple arc' suffering from this distress— from 
the zeniiiular and maJijan down to the |>easant and all the intennediate 
classes in between these classes. Well, Sir, no class of jieople has Wn 
immune from this cmslaught of economic depression. (lovemment has 
had to relax to some extent the rigours of the “Sunset** law' in favour of 
the zemindiir*. What wonder, therefore, that the cultivator should 
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be unable to pay tbe loans? He must live and live till better time* 
come to be able to discharge his liabilities. Sir, there is another 
factor, viz., that the Government's rate of interest has been exorbitant. 
The department was compelled to charge high interest previously 
which ranged from Rs, 15-10 to Rs. 18-0. Now, it has been brought 
down after a great deal of effort to an amount ranging from Rs. 12-8 
to Rs. 10. Still the rate is very high. The only constructive sug- 
gestion in this direction that I heard was put forward by Dr. Sen 
Gupta, lie suggested that Government should float a big loan and 
lend out money to this department at a low rate in order to enable it 
to lend money to the people at smaller rates of interest. That is the 
only constnndive suggestion which delighted my heart. Well, Sir, 
the fact has to be noted that all these overdue loans had been issued 
not during the time of the present Registrar, as Mr. N. K. Basu 
seemed to suggest, but 90 per cent, of these loans had been issued long 
l)efore the present Registrar UvSsumed charge of his office. To blame 
him for these overdue loans is neither fair nor just. 

Sir, Mr. B. (\ (^hatterjee with his <}iaractcristic candour has 
rightly hit the nail on the head so far as Mr. Basil’s attack on the 
flejiartment is concerned. Mr. Basu found fault with the jiresent 
Registrar liecuuse he discovered some sort of relationship between him 
(the Registrar) and an Ilon’ble Minister who holds charge of this 
department. A i)rcvious speaker, my revered namesake, has dealt with 
this (juestion very fully. Because a ]H*rmanent otfu ial hai)pens to he 
related to a politician who by an aicident of jKilitical fortune (oines 
to have charge* of tbe department as a member of the (Tovernment, that 
is no reason why the permanent (dticial, if pn*]>cily (lualified, should le 
jienalised 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yim liPt't) not labour iluit point. 

Mauivi ABUL QUABEM: Vorv well, Sir, 1 bow to your decision. 
1 might, however, give instances without giving any names which 
probably esi'uped Mr. Busu's notice. Did Mr. Basu utter a single word 
of jirotest Avlien about a year ago we found a big case of jobbery per- 
petrated? 1 do not know. Sir, whether you will permit me to refer 
to the case, but it is a fact that as soon as a certain gentleman woa 
»pi>ointfd to a high position in the Government his son-in-law’ was 
apjiointed a Judge in a court of law' 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think it is necessaiy for you to go into 
that; you might give up that point. 

Mtuivi ASUL QUASEM: Very well, Sir. Vague charges ha?e 
been levelled and the amount of mud that lias been thrown has not 



RESOLUTIONS. 


S19 


1935.]#'^ 

tended to raise the leTel of the debate. Sir, I submit, that the resolu* 
tion is of such a character and its treatment by the mover has been 
such that it is difficult to refrain from referring* to things which >^u 
would baVe us avoid. You of course stopped the mover because he 
went off the rails. Rut we had a clear indication of his mind. He 
wants an enquiry for two purpo.ses. I have referred to the first, and 
as regards the second pur|iose, and what I suppose is the genesis of 
this motion, I would refer the Council to the Council Official Proceed- 
ings, page 56. Volume 48 {X). On the 13th March, HKM, Mr. Basu 
asked a (juestion in this ('ouncil which was answered by the Hon'hle 
Minister in charge of the Agriculture Deiwrtment. The question was — 

“(1) Will the Ilon’hle MemWr in charge of the Agricultural 
Department lx? pleased to statt* — 

(/) the present number of in.s|>ectors, and 

(n) the present numher of auditors? 

(2) How many of them are Muhammadans?" 

1 stress the word ‘‘Muhammadans." The Minister in reply to the 
first (jUestion said: — 

“Inspectors 84, auditors 241.” 

.Vnd, <i) fur as the Muhammadati element in both went, the rejdy 
was, “Inspectuiv :M, ioit of 8t, and Auditors 101 out of 241." 

Sir, It would ap[H‘ur tlmt the numher of Muhammadans did not 
even eijual the numher of non-Muhammadans. 1 know. Sir, you try 
your le\el ht‘st to maintain the dignity of the House; we w h<de-heartedlv 
acknowledge this. Rut when men of the jjo.sition, calilue and indueuee 
of .Mr. Basil think fit to speak in thi.s House in the stiain he ha^ ih>ne, 
bow can we mince words in giving a reply? Tt» raise a ijuestion of 
this deseri[>tion will only rouse communal feelings and excite communul 
bias. I am one of tlie youngest and humblest members of this House, 
and have been here for barely 3 years. More often than not 1 huva 
gone against Government, when 1 have found it my duty to do ho, 
on many public questions, and 1 have felt proud to follow the lead of 
Mr. X. K. Rasu. It goes against my grain to have to speak against 
Mr. Rasu as I am doing, and I feel the deepest sorrow that a man like 
Mr, Basu should be speaking and aiding as he is doing. 

I fail to understand why he should a(*(*UHe the department oi 
inefficiency. He has not, to ray mind, apart from the case of the 
appointment of the Registrar, put forth any clear and straightforw’ard 
reaaon why he wants to criticise the appointment of officers in this 
4le)>artmeDt. As I have shown, Muhammadans do not outnumlier the 
Hindus. He has not cited any cases of unqualified men Wing taken 
in this department. So far as auditors are concerned, some are chosen 
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from among the supervisors. Every auditor before being confirmed 
has to pass a departmental test. I cannot resist the conclusion that 
possibly the existence of a considerable number of Moslems in this 
department has upset the mental balance of Mr. Basu. I cannot help 
it, Sir 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Please come back to the resolution. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: That is the feeling it gives me. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That is merely a side issue. 

Mauivi ABUL QUASEM: I have sought to expose the origin of 
Mr. Basil’s resolution, and I have shown that a connection may be 
tiaced lietweeu tliis resolution and the question jmt by Mr. Basu in 
March, Pld4. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. \ou have said enoiigli on that j>oint. Let us 
hear something about the resolution itself. 

Mftuivi ABUL QUASEM. It has not been shown that there is any 
justification tor any en(|uirv nor any instances have been cited where 
improjier np{iointments linve Ikmui made. Mr. Basu has not made out 
a ruse why there should he an enquiiy into the appointment of officers 
in the department. Taken all in all. what has Ixum said by Mr. Basu 
and what has hfeii said by ]>revious s|>eakers either in support or against 
the mol ion, I tind that no (‘ase has Wen made out for any enquiry. 

AVith tluvs(» words T opjsise the motion. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI; Sir, over three weeks a^o 1 
heatd with rapt attention the speech of my hon’ble and esteemed friend 
!Mr. K. Basu aWut the maladministration of the Co-operative Depart- 
ment in Bengal. As there was sufficient time in the intervening period, 
I thought it better to make enquiries and satisfy myself about the 
correctnes.s of the charges levelled against the department. I was also 
not satisfied with the wav in which the Co-operative Department was 
being conducted in this country. My chief complaint was that the 
Co-ojierative Department should not (‘onfine its energies and activities 
principally to the money-lending part of its work. In fact, over 99 
per cent, of the co-o|)erative sm-ieties are no Wtter than co-operative 
loan offices. I do not decry it. It has got its utility. T have got some 
practical experience in the matter. By starting a co-oi>erative bank 
in my town I was able to comi>el the unscrupulous Kahuli money-lenders 
to leave my town for gcmd. It has also solved to a certain extent the 
unemployment problem of bhudrahk young men of my town who have 
set up small business or have improved their business by taking loan 
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from tllft bank. It lias earned the confidence of the public who prefer 
to deposit their money here to in the Post tlftice Savings Bonk. As 
I have already said, I do not decry co-operative banking; it serves a 
verj’ useful purpose in a i>oor country like ours. But what I mean 
to say is that its energj' should also be directed into other channels. 
I had been to Europe very recently and studied with more than ordinary 
interest the working of the Co-operative Department in some of the 
counties I visitetl. In Denmark practically the whole nation lived 
and thrived on co-openition. Almost in all walks of life co-operation 
is the guiding factor. In our country I want to see the same thing. 
I am a firm lieliever in co-operation, and I verily believe that our 
economic salvation lies in c(vo]>eration. My visit to Europe has con- 
firmed my belief. 

Here my countrymen do not understand the real significance of co- 
operation and no serious attempt seems to have l)een made to make it 
sufficiently clear. Government had hitherto no real heart in the work. 
They maintained this department just us they maintain others. This 
is not as it should be. This is the only department which cun save 
Bengal from financial crisis. But unfortunately this department has 
been ^tarved on the plea of their chronic finamdal stringency. The stalY 
which they maintain are ijuite inadetjuati* to <*ope with the work in which 
they are engaged and no expansion of its activities is at all possible 
under the present arrangement. 1 am glad to hear that it is proposed 
to hold training classes for the men engaged in the (\)-operntivo Depart- 
ment. IVrhaps it is due to the recommendation of several committees 
such as the McLugan Committee on Co-operation (1914-15), the Itoy 
Commission on Agriculture (1928), the Indian Central Banking Enquiry 
Committee (1951) and several other provincial committees on co-opera- 
tion. The McLagan Committee pointed out the very great need for 
the provision is co-operative education and training for the staff employ- 
ed for the promotion and c<inducl of the <*o-operative movement and 
for the members of the co-operative societies. The importance of such 
training was repeated and omidiasised by the other Commissions and 
Committees. The Royal Commission on Agriculture pointed out that 
‘*the only remedy for the un.sati,sfactorv condition of the movement is 
the patent and persistent education of the members of the co-operative 
societies in the principles and meaning of co-operation” and they urged 
that “every effort should be made by the (o-operative Departments 
in all provinces to build up a highly-educated and well-trained official 
staff.” I understand that the department deputed some members of 
their staff to the Punjab for necessary training and they want to engage 
them to give necessary training to their staff and members of co-opera- 
tive societies. It would have been better if they could select a few 
intelligent members of the department and depute them to the West— * 
the home of co-operation — for necessary training. By this means they 
could have got better practical knowledge of their working in different 



m 


BESOLUTIONS. 


f#)TH Avo., 

branches of their activities and could have grained in addition a wider 
outlook of thin^fs. They could have on their return infused new blood 
to the rotten bones of the department. This would have been a move 
in the right direction. 

As for the charges levelled against the department by my esteemed 
friend Mr. Basu I may just make some observations for his considered 
tion. I am not a lawyer, and I am therefore not entitled nor expected 
to hold brief on behalf of an\ i>arty. Mr. Basu said that for two years 
and more no report was issued by the Co-operative Department. 1 
think the ltei>ort for 1933-34 was published some time ago and such 
delays are common in all departments of Government and not the 
Co-operative Department in particular. Of course, reports lose their 
importance and usefulness if they are unduly delayed. 

Mr. Basu said that rural banks are supposed to be supervised by 
auditors ap|H»iut<‘<l by central banks and that 30 banks are to be audited 
by each supeivisor. T think this is not correct. In fact, the central 
banks cannot a]»point auditors, and supervisors are not entitled to audit 
banks. The auditors jire appointed by (iov(*rnnH*iit and they only ai*e 
entitled to audii thr* banks. 

Mr. Basil wanted increase in the numl)er of supervisors. It is of 
course the business of the* (entral banks to aj)|M)int tliem if they think 
it pr(4)er to do so. (toverniuent have got nothing to do in the api>oint- 
ment or increase in the number of Hupervi.sors. 

Mr. Basu lias state<l that the directorate of the banks is composed 
of people heavily indebted to the bunks. So far as 1 know the director- 
ate of a central bank is composed of representatives of ih(‘ preference 
shareludderH and represcuitat ives of the shareholding societies. The 
former are not indebted to the central bank as, according to the by- 
laws of the (entral bank, no individual director can borrow from the 
bank. As regards the latter class of directors, /.c., the representatives 
of 1) and E (Mass societies, that is defaulting sCKdeties are precluded 
from being elected dire< tors under a circular order. The central banks 
generally observe this. Of course, there may l)e breaches of the rule, 
and it should -be the duty of the department to take serious notice of 
any such breach. In the <‘ase of some primary societies the breach 
of the rules is more common, and I hope the department will take 
piDper care to see that such things do not recur. 

It is needle.ss to jxunt out that the continued economic depression 
during the la.st five years has adversely affected the co-operative move- 
ment in all provinces in India. The ix)8ition of outstandings is more 
or less distressing everywhere, and uiiles.s the price level, particularly 
of agricultural commodities rise up, the position of the movement 
will not ap|im‘iablv improve anywhere. In siwte of the abnormal 
fall in the price of jute^ the only money-crop in the province, the pelv 
centage of outstandings in the co-operative societies in this province 
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is perwips not worse than many other provinces. It is a well-knowi^ 
fact that almost all the loan offices in this province have long ago 
closed their doors and are not paying anything to their creditors* 
But the co-operative banks are paying interest to depositors fully 
and regularly. Of course, in jute-growing areas difficulty is being 
experienced in meeting matured deposits, but I understand they are 
paying deposits proportionately. This is better than no payment. 
For these I think we cannot bold the present incumWut resj>ousible. 
This is a circumstance over which human agencies have little control. 

Wr are thankful to Hi«» Kx<'elleiicv the (Jovernor for his attempt 
to reorganise the Co-oj^erative Department and we are anxiously waiting 
to see how it materialises and helps to further the co-ojwrative move- 
ment. In the circiunstanees, I hope Mr. Basil will l>e pleased U% 
reconsider his motion and withdraw it. 

MauWi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Sir. speaking after about three 
weeks, it will he no admission of weakness of memory on my part if 
I say I do not rememlsM' the majority of the charges or arguments 
used by Mr. Busu in his siwch. What I remember in this case is, 
I sfieak subject to correction, that he used an expression like “the 
de[)urtmeiii being managed in the muiiiier of one’s own family.^' 
That, Sir. lays the charge of nejHitism at the door of the management 
of the de|iartment. 

Mr, PRESIDENT: But you neisl not lalM)ur that point. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: That is the charge made, and if 
I am to speak may I not refer to it? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please give up that j>oint, because I 
ruled that out? Mr. Basu was not allowed to pursue that [mint. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Without referring to Mr. BasuV 
speech I may fxiint out that such ap|H)intinents are also not unfamiliar 
even in the British Cabinet. Lately, we met with the a}Y|X)intmeni 
of Mr. Malcolm Macdonald 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Why do you refer to that? That point has 
been ruled out. You may discuss about the efficiency or otherwise 
of the officers appointeil. 

Mwivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Very well, Sir. In discussing 
,ihe appointments of officers, I must say, first look to the qualifications 
of the officers who by virtue of their training and acquaintance with 
the department were appointed, whether they were fit to he placed 
in charge of the department or not. As you rule I leave that point. 
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aside, yet it remains to be proved by the speaker that the present 
officer concerned is inefficient to manage the department. Unless and 
until this is proved, there is nothing to speak about the appointment. 

Now I come to the method or manner in which the department has 
been managed. I need hardly say, as others before me have said, 
that the man is hardly fast in his saddle and it is too early to judge 
him by any omission that might not be entirely a fault of his but, 
as others have said, a legacy left to him by his predecessors. From 
aught we know, I may jKnnt out that there is in the contemplation 
of the department a thorough overhauling, and if I understand aright, 
an expert officrer of the Government of India came to look after the 
efficiency and working of the department and an I.C.S. officer has been 
appointed now for the same purpose. The officer that came from the 
Government of India, I hear, definitely expressed the opinion that 
the department is hopelessly understaffed, that with the present number 
of societies to be managed by the department and the depression that 
has come over these societies and over the entire province it is really 
a mirafde that these societies have not gone into liquidation by this 
time. Therefore, if we place at the disposal of an officer a hoi)elessly 
inadcijuate stuff, it is idle for us to come round and blame that officer 
for not doing the recjuisite amount of work. If there is any defect, 
and 1 take for argument’s .sake that there is some defect, although I 
do not admit that there is any defect, that charge redounds to us because 
we do not give him the requisite number of officers. Ilence, if the 
scheme which has been formulated is to materialise which will actually 
lead to the amelioration of the societie.s, we must wait till the new 
scheme is put into operation. But if before that we start with a com- 
mittee now and not give the proposed recommendation or the proiK)sed 
ideal of overhauling a chance, it would W putting the cart before the 
horse. 1 need hardly tell you, as other speakers have already pointed 
out, that the real spirit of co-operation may he understood in this 
province, but it is not actually worked in that spirit. Dr. Naresh 
Chandra iSen Gupta was right when he submitted to you that these 
societies have been more or less in the position of money-lenders. The 
actual princijde on which these co-operative societies ought to work 
is not only to lend money but to improve the condition and buying 
capacity of the i>ei‘son who borrows the money. If you do the first 
thing and Wome a money-lender and neglect the other thing, the 
natural consequence after a time will be that the debtors will not find 
sufficient money to pay bw’k the money with interest, to repay his 
loan, lie gave an example, that of Gosaba, where really co-operative 
principle is worked from start to finish, but he did not take into account 
the real area of Gosaba on which a large capital is let out by Sir Daniel 
Hamilton to bring it into perfection. Government could not follow 
him because Government ha%'e neither money nor staff to manage the 
thing in that way. If you compare the number of persons employed 
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in Go»ih» with the number of persona employed in the Co-operative 
Departnieiit you will readily discover the difference, and you will readily 
find the actual breach in the armour. Of course, it will not be worth 
while to go into the principle and the working of the co-operative 
movement as is conceived in other countries, as one of my friends has 
pointed out, nor should I go into the historical details of the tirst 
person who cont'eived the idea, namely, Schuls-Dalis. But I would 
eay that in future if the co-operative movement is to be a success, it 
must work hand in band not only with the money-lending business but 
also in helping the person in tuniing his l)orrowed capital into pro- 
ductive wealth. For that I think it requires thoi-ough overhauling 
and a large staff who have a thorough conception of the entire business. 
I found it from one of the speec hes which the present Begistrar delivered 
in one of the Conferences that he has actually (M)nceiveil the idea. He 
has mdually coiu'eived the idea of c(>-o|>erat ion that (Uighi to be 
carried out in thi.*^ province. If he has done so, I think he should be 
given a chance. Instead of starting an enquiry at once, he should 
be given a chance to carry into effect his ideas. After we have seen 
the working of it, it will lie time then for a critical examination of 
that work. But if instead of doing that we start with the appoint- 
ment of a committee, then as Mr. Ahul Kasem has said it wotild mean 
the shelving of the real question. Even assuming that the committee 
will do some work instead of .shelving the qm^tion, the chief difficultv 
will be the ap|M)intment of the <‘ommittee which will postpone the pro- 
gramme of work that has been actually undertaken lately by the de[>art- 
meiit a postponement we can hardly afford to make, l)ecause the co- 
operative scK'ieties are already in a deplorable condition and require 
overhauling; hut if they are allowed to stay in this state, they will 
die out very soon. It w'ill mean so much loss of labour for those jwrsons 
who worked for it and of the officers and Inspectors who empiired into 
it; it will mean an entire loss to the province and to those men. But 
if on the other hand we allow this to work a while and find out that 
it is really profitable, we can continue that. If it is really profitable, 
I do not think anyone will want to retard its progress, or hinder it by 
the appointment of a committee. The priiici|)al objection to the a|ipf)int- 
ment of a commit tw* so far as I am concerned is that it will retard the 
progress of the work. With these few words I oppose the amendment. 


Mf. W. C« WORDSWORTH: It would be im{)ertinent of me to 
pretend to the same intimate knowledge of this subject as Mr. Narendra 
Kumar Basu and many others who have spoken out of deep knowledge 
and long acxjuaintance with the work, but I do profess a little knowledge 
and more than a little interest in the princifde and practice of co- 
operation dating from the spacious days when 1 was an official and 
continuing with considerable difficulty through these more arduous 
days when I ha^e to work for a living. I think no one who has given 
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any Bttentwn to this subject can refuse to go a certain way wiik 
Mr. Narendra Kumar JBaau in his gloom of spirit And yet it semis 
to me that it would be unfair to condemn the work that is being done 
and that has been done just because all is not well. We can admit, 
all of us, many things about the cx>-operative system as it has been 
working in India. We can admit to very many disappointments. I 
often wonder whether it is not one of the grievances against the depart* 
ment that there are more disajjpointments than ap^iointments. We 
can admit that co-ojxn’ative credit has not made the new heaven and 
earth that was promised by the pioneers of the movement some 30 or 40 
years ago. We can admit that as in other provinces so here it has 
not made apjmrently any very great difference in the character of the 
raiyat, the reason being perhaps that the raiyat has U) work so hard 
that he has no time or energy left to think al)out the improvement 
of his charac ter. But against all this we can put much. There is 
in India, and in Bengal, considerable hoi>e remaining even after all 
the disappointments. There is more than a small leaven of men who 
have now the knowledge of co-operative j)rinciples and some experience 
of their application. This knowledge may lie largely routine knowledge, 
learnt from l>ooks or from w'ord of mouth or from written instructions, 
but it is knowledge that must have an effect. We knrw, too, that in 
Bengal as elsewhere co-oi)erative institutions have Wn able to reduce 
their own working rate of interest and by so doing have forced a reduc- 
tion of interest rates elsewhere. There are, therefore, solid achieve- 
ments that w^e must place to its credit, l^et us remember, t<x), that for 
some years now the system in Bengal has luuui working in an afflicted 
province, in a province where landlords have no mone> , where tenants 
have IK) money, w^here |)eople cannot sell their croi>s and where there 
is no money to buy anything, and yet there is a considerable amount 
of lending and borrowing by the peasants and others for co-operative 
purposes. They have been persuaded out of their penury to put by 
money for their advantage and for the advantage of others, and I believe 
that, even to-day, the Bengal Provincial Bonk draws in about 200 
lakhs of rupees a year, which come from somewhere, from savings and 
sacrifioos of some sort. Now, Sir, let us consider in what kind of 
province these atjiivities are being carried on. We, in Bengal, as a 
province, are worse than penurious. We are in such a condition that 
we cannot give our peasants a little clean drinking water unless the 
Government of India gives us a little bokshtsk for this purpose. II 
the co-operative societies have been able to work with any success in an 
environment of this sort, I think we should express our admiration 
of the men who have done such things in the teeth of staggering 
difficulties. 

We ore asked to agree to a Committee of Enquiry. I should be 
prepared to agree to that only if it were understood that, the committaa 
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WM inliiiied to be helpful, although we hare had «o many committees 
tliat it iwould look very much like tearing a plant up by the roots once 
more to fee how the roots are getting on. But I should not support 
the appointment of a Committee of Enquiry if it were understood that 
the work was to be done in any spirit of hostility to the j>eople who are 
doing the work. There has been something like a personal attat'k 
up<m the head of the department. I hardly know him; I think 1 have 
met him twice and chatted with him once. But I have studied his work 
in Rei>orts, Circulars, ami Instructions, and, so far as I can tell, he 
is doing his work with discretion and comj>eteuce, as he is certainly 
doing it with energy. 

Mr. P. BANERdi: Sir, this is an occasion when 1 can rightly say 
that there is a tempest in a tea|iot, for I fail to understand why member 
after meml)er should have sttHul up and attacked Mr. Basu. I do not 
know what offence he has committed. Mr. Basu simply wants Govern- 
ment (o form a Committee of Encpiiiy. Sir, whenever we from this 
side of the House want a committee, Govennnent says that there is 
no necessity for such a committee, but after a few months, Sir, we 
find that a committee has actually been appointed on that matter. 
We know. Sir, that Mi. Basu some time ago wanted a committee to 
go into matters conceniing electricity in Calcutta and certain persons 
were also named by myself to fonn that committee. Government, as 
usual, did not accejit that motion, hut only a few days ago wo found 
a notice in the newspajsMN that Government had apixiinted an Electri- 
city (’ommittee of the kind we pressed for. From the arguments put 
forward by member after member who has spoken against his resolution, 
I still fail to Ik* convinced that there is no necessity for the ajqHnnt- 
ment of a committee forthwith. Moulvi Syed Majid Baksh has argued 
that Government have alr<*ady l^egun the work of reconstituting this 
department and that they have already nppointe<l an officer — 
Mr. Porter. That gentleman is there and he is just looking into the 
matter and, therefore, under these circumstances, a committee is not 
necessary. On the contrary, it stands to reason that the a[ipointmtmt 
of one ptirticiilar officer evidently shows that there is necessity of 
appointing a Committee of Enquiry to look into the working of this 
department. There is no denying the fact that the Co-oi>erntive 
Department have not w far worked satisfactorily; if it has continued 
its eiistence, it is due to the simple reason that Government have been 
ita protagonist; but if the law were allowed to take its own courser 
I am sure this department would have collapsed long ago. But whether 
that is a proposition to be accepted or not is a matter not for present 
consideration. Sir, many of the members have shed crocodile tears 
over the losses sustained by the failure of bonks, etc., but if the 
CNivemment x^ame to their help many capitalists would not have lost 
tbeir money. Many banks and loan offices have tried to reconstmci 
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iliem«elve« and applied to Government for reconstitution, but tke 
result has been that Government gave them no help and they have 
accordingly been forced to liquidation. But on that occasion nobody 
cried himself hoarse over that. How is it that now you should 
crying yourselves hoarse over this department and say that there is 
no necessity for the appointment of a committee? I say, let there be 
a committee aiipointed, and if, after enquiry, the committee says that 
the de|>artment has been working satisfactorily, then and then only 
can we come to the conclusion that Mr. Basu was wrong and not right. 
It does not matter whether a imrticular officer is doing his work satis- 
factorily or not— that is not the jjoint. Supi^se, in i>assing, the name 
of a particular |K*rson is mentioned by anybody, no one can take any 
obje<ttion to it. So far as the first part of the resolution is concerned, 
what reasonable objection can l)e taken by members, if they are satis- 
fied that there is no hi^rm in that, for even the leader of the so-called 
Nationalist Party has said that his only difficulty was about the latter 
portion of the resolution, viz., the (piestion of the ajTpointment of 
officers therein. May 1 h*, Sir, the work of the officers is satisfactory, 
but that is not the main issue. And in this connection. Sir, some 
meml>ers went so far as to raise a communal (piestion, and I was afraid 
whether there would not lie a communal riot here. Why should there 
be a communal (piestion nt all? Sir, times without nnmlier, we have 
brought this quc'stion before this House. Here, we are not concerned 
with the a|q)()intment of a Hindu or a Muhammadan, or a Christian. 
We are only concerned with the (piestion of efficiency. But H is a 
matter of dt‘ep regret that GovernnuMit have not always appointed 
efficient lausons to the highest iiosts. And why? Because it is the 
jjolicy of Goveruiiumt, as has betm |X)inte(l out by my friend Maulvi 
Abul Quasem, to apixiint not very able persons to jK>sts of responsibiliti 
and they see to it that by degrees they are automatii^ally promoted 
from an inferior status to the next superior status and so on until they 
r«a('h the highest status : the result is that an inefficient officer some 
*day may adorn the post of even an Hon’ble Member. To-day, an 
♦officer may only be a mere SulvDeputy Magistrate or a Joint Magta- 
trate, but one would not be surprised to find him raised to the status 
of a ver>’ superior officer to-morrow. Nobody can deny the truth of 
the proverbial saying; ; this, in 

<^ffeot, means that whomsoever you |dace at the head of a department 
be will lie able to c^rry on the work — with credit and distinction, I 
eupiKise. For exam]»le, if any of the back-benchers here from us 
w'ere, by a magic touch of the Governmental wand, transported to the 
Treasury Benches over there, no falling-off in the efficiency of the 
administration would be ^leroepitible and they would be one of the 
WtWtn . I submit that this princitJe of elevating ordinary 
persons to high offices is at the root of the failure of the co-operative 
imorement in this province. 
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®r, By fri«nd Muiuiidra Deb Rai Mabashai baa suggested that tbe 
c<M>pei«liTe moTement ought to be successful in tbis province in tbe 
same measure as it bas been in some European countries : be mentioned 
in this connection the case of England. But anyone who is familiar 
with tbe vicissitudes of the co-operative movement in Europe must be 
aware of the fact that it has best succeeded in Germany : then cornea 
France; and after that Japan. But will Government follow in tho 
footsteps of these countries? Government’s policy has been only to 
make a show and not an earnest attempt: they don’t mean business, 
otherwise they would have followed the example of Japan at least. 
They are always out to ptchfork a man — say, one who does not know 
anything of finance — into a |x>sitiou where expert knowledge of finanm 
is recjuired. This is true in the case of ineml)ers of the Indian Civil 
Service, Bengal Civil Service, and other services, who automat ic«ll\r 
rise to ceiiain high positions as a matter of course by a mere stroke of 
the pen. That is a state of things that we have always resented. 

Sir, Mr. Xarendra Kumar Basu has been found fault with for using 
a single phrase, viz., “family arrangement,” in the course of this 
debate. Personally, I think, that he should not have used that expres- 
sion. lie has used it, but what was in his mind? AVe all know what 
that means; in our own finns, too, w’e adopt this practice, of taking in 
our relatives, but care must l)e taken to see that t(K> much advantage 
is never allowed to W taken of this. But that is not the point. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: You need not go into that point. That point 
bas already been closed. 


Mr, P, BANERJI: My opinion is that if any person, who is well 
familiar with the state of the country, makes any passing remark — a 
casual remark — it should not be made too much of. I have heanl to-day 
member after member, who has not studied the literature of the co- 
operative movement that has come into existence during the last ft 
years — many of them have not studied a single Ismk on the subject — 
getting up and saying things 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Banerji, you cannot say that; I shall not 
allow you to malce such sweeping remarks. 

Mr. P. SANERdI: After all, what does it amount to? It amounts 
to this: that l>ecause Mr. Basu has let fall a casual remark — which 
however is not quite an unreasonable remark — he must be taken to 
task. But members forget the fact that his main demand is only for 
a Committee of Enqui^\^ liet a committee be appointed forthwith 
to go into the working of the Co-operative Department in this province, 
and if in their own way they report that all is well with this depart- 
ment, well and good. What has the Government to fear then? 
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We have been told that Oovernment have already started invea^ifth 
iiona in this direotion, which of itself shows something wrong hm, 
but will not admit it in so many words simply because the demand has 
come from this side of the House. 

With these words, Sir, I support the resolution moved by my friand 
Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu. 

(The Council was adjourned at this stage for 15 minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

Mr. H* S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, may I be allowed to speak now? 

Mr, PREAIDINT: I must give Mr. Narendra Kumar Basu an 
opportunity to reply. I can give you 10 minutes and not more. 

Mr, H, 8« AUHRAWARDYS Sir, I shall try to finish my speech 
within that time and what I am unable to say will be left unsaid. 

Sir, Mr. Xareiidra Kumar Basu must, I think, be pleased and satis* 
tied that he ha.s after all found a murahht in Mr. P. Banerji. 
Mr. P. Banerji has asked various questions, one of which is — Why the 
other members of the (k)un(dl have permitted him alone to cry “Boo” 
when the ( o-operative Department has come up for discms.sion, and 
they have not joined in that cry^ It is obvious that the other members 
are not anxious to join in any cry that he may make. He has seen 
that member after member has assailed Mr. Basu, and several memUts 
liave remarked that Mr. Basu has made a communal speech. It is 
perfectly ol)vious that member after member cannot be wrong; and 
Mr. Basu s as well as Mr. Banerji 's sj)eeches reek of (ommunalism. 
(Mr. Shanti Shekiiareswar Ray : Question.) They cannot stand any 
Muslim being efficient. To them efficiency means non-Moalemiun. 
Because a Moslem Registrar has been appointed in charge of the Co- 
operative Department, Mr. Banerji brings up the question of efficiency 
for discussion, suggesting that a Muslim must be inefficient. Merely 
because this officer, though a senior officer, is charged with being a 
distant relative of the Hon'ble Minister— so distant that I think 
Mr. Banerji can claim relationship with Mr. Basil along those lines, 
although one is a Bmhmnx and the other a Kayastha — Mr. Banerji 
must pillory him in the name of efficiency, because he happens to be a 
Moslem. Now. Sir, in order to show the Registrar’s lack of efficiency 
Mr. Basu has produced a condition of affairs of the Co-operative Depart- 
ment as it was three or four years ago. He has devious and sinuous 
ways of arriving at truths, but this time he has failed even in that. 
There has been an economic depression for several years past and the 
Co-operative Department as well as other departments have suffarad 
owing to that depression, and the realisations have fallen gradually 
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yeaf illar year. Mr. Ba«u has now proTed this by facts and figures. 
It has indeed taken Mr. Basu a long time to arrive at a knowledge of 
things that every single meml>er of this House was aware of; but 
Mr. Basu has gone further — he looks at the files of three years ago to 
find out what work the departnieut is now doing. Those who are oon- 
Tersaut with the work of the department will, however, tell you that the 
present Registrar has brought life into a dying organisation, has 
brought hope into the hearts of the people who were unable to fulfil 
their obligations to the c<»-operative movement. 

Sir, I deprecate the speech of Mr. Wordsworth which seems to mo 
to be an apologia for the department as if the officers are unable to do 
anything owing to great difficulties, and he wants Mr. Basu to forget 
and forgive. He said so because he does not know the facts. 1 shall 
place a few facts before the ('ouncil and ask it to judge for itself 
whether the offi<er should be deiiouined <»n the score of inefficiency. 
When he < anu* into the department it was fouinl that the debtors could 
not jmx their interest He went ix)Uiid and sp<»ke to the central banks 
and was able to get them to reduce their rates of interests with the 
result, Sir, that a gleam of hope da^Mied in the hearts of the debtors, 
and the realisatiim^ have inereased. 1 cannot go into the details of all 
the work as there is very little time at my disimsal. The result of the 
Registrar’s effort is that to-day the interest due by the primary 
societies to the central banks is ulKmt half of what the debtors owe to 
the primary societies, and when the central banks are paid off the 
debtors may be relieved from further payments. This officer has 
further brought a certain amount of administrative efficiency into the 
department. He has divided up the societies into several administra- 
tive units — ea( h consisting of 1,000 .societies — and has placed a senior 
officer in charge in order to see that the w'ork does not suffer. One of 
the cardinal mi.stakes which was committed hy this department was that 
money was advanced against the price of land rather than against the 
paying capacity of the members, and the same amount of money was 
advanced to a person who had 10 higher of land and one child as to 
one who had 10 bighag and a family of twenty-five to support. Under 
the scheme the paying capacity of each meml)er will he enquired into 
and hence the ('o-operative Department will not suffer from that failure 
which it has hitherto suffered from. Now, apart from having reduced 
the rate of interest, apart from the l>ettpr administrative contnd and 
better supervision, the Registrar has put forward a rural twnstructiou 
scheme. But it is impossible to carry through this scheme unless there 
are officers trained for this work. He has put forward a scheme for 
the training of officers and has l>een able to set’ure a grant of Rs. 2,15,000. 
Bir, all these things had not been thought of before, or at any rate had 
not been put into practice and, consequently, the department went from 
had to worae. Mr. Basu wants to lay the blame at the do'>r of the present 
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Regiitrar for the evils and the lack of imaginatioii which existed m 
the department before the present Registrar came on the scene. This 
gentleman has further put forward a scheme for improving the hand^ 
loom industry and has secured for this purpose a grant of Rs. 1,10,000 
which, we hope, will in course of time fructify and will change the 
face of this industry. He has also started a scheme for co-operative 
marketing which, we hope, will be more successful than the badly 
supervised system about which Mr. Basu has complained. 

Sir, the land mortgage bank scheme, which was accepted by this 
Courndl, was also u product of this department and the present officer 
has had a great deal to do with it from the very beginning. Then, 
Sir, hc)w could be do more than what he has done? The officer from 
the Government of India who has been referred to — a gentleman of 
the name of Mr. Darling— came to this province and pointed out that 
the department was hopelessly understaffed. He recommended that the 
staff must be increased by at least five times the present number. He 
pointed out that whereas there are 21,000 societies in Madras writh 25 
Assistant Registrars; 19, (KK) societies in Ihunbay with 22 Assistant 
Registrars, there are only o Assistant Registrars in Bengal with 25,000 
societies. In view* of this, Sir, 1 think the work which is being done 
at the present moment is simply admirable. Now Mr. Basu has brought 
up matters whi< h existed two or three years ago to attack the present 
Registrar; when he has done so, he cannot complain if members on 
this side of the House feel that this resolution has been brought in 
not with a view to have an enquiry made into the w’orking of the 
department, but with some otbei ulterior object which came out in the 
course <d the speech. 

Mfc NARENDRA KUMAR BASU* In rising to reply to the debato 
on this resolution I must confess that I am seriously guilty of one 
charge that has l)een made agiiinst me by several speakers and that is 
of not being an rnunint with the present state of the department. That 
I submit is not my fault. When on the 29th of July I pointed out 
that 1 had not been favoured with a copy of the reports of the co-opera- 
tive societies for the last 2 years, the Hon’ble Minister got up and 
said that the report had been published and was a\ailable. Member 
after member has got up to-day to .say that the rejwrt has been pub- 
lished, but they did not say whether it was available to them. Speak- 
ing for myself, I made a |»ersonnl application to the Hon’ble Minister 
on the evening of the 29th July for a copy of the last report. To-day, 
the 20th of August, I have not been favoui-ed with a copy. Either, 
Sir, the copy has lieen published for the use of the department and 
its friends only, or it has not been published for other members because 
they might make use of the fig«re.H in that report in a manner not v^ry 
romplunentary to the department. Sir, I admit the charge, but if 
what was said by the Hon*lde Minister and several members of this 
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Soim ii ttat the report hae been published, I charge the Hou’blo 
Miiiislef with having failed to supply a copy of it to me even after 
a personal request to him. Nor has my friend Mr. Momin got a copy. 
I do not know, excepting a favoured few amongst the speakers who 
said that it has been published, whether any one of them has gt)t it. 
They may have got the facts from their friends in the department. 
But I am sure copies of the report have not been received. 

Mr. H. S. •UHRAWAROYj A number of printed resolutions and 
reports. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BAtU: If my friend Mr. Suhrawardy 
will please rest his scml in patience, I will deal with him in a couple 
of minutes. Of all the various speakers who have spoken on thm 
resolution, I think the sjwech which is beneath the notice of any 
member of this Hoime is the 8pee< h of Mr, Sahid Suhrawardy. He said 
that my resolution and my speech were reeking with communalism. 
Sir, I challenge any member of this House or anyone outside to say 
that in my resolution or in my sjieech in supjiort of that resolution 
there was one word of communalism. (Mb. H. S. SrnRAWABDY : 1 
challenge it.) Mr. Suhrawardy talks of my speech reeking with com- 
munalisin. Sir, it is a sight for the gods — Sabid Suhrawardy com- 
plaining of commuiialiHin. Satan, reproving sin! Sir, I repudiate the 
charge completely. My speech bad nothing of communalism in it. 
He talked of ni\ tortuous and sinuous methods. We are too much 
familiar with Sahid Suhrawardy’s methods to think even of replying 
to a charge of that description brought against any one by him. 
(Mb. Schrawardy ; May I be permitted to answer?) Of the other 
speeches that have been delivered t/>-night one speech has given me 
considerable pain and that i.s the speech of my young friend Maulvi 
Abul Quasem. Because some time in 19H4, on the KUh of March that 
year, there was a question aliout the niiral)er of Muhatimiadans employ- 
ed in the (\M>perative Department, “there,*’ says Abul Ouasem, “lies 
the genesis of thi.s resolution.” Sir, it must be perfwtly familiar to 
the members of this House that questions regarding the number of 
Moslems, questions regarding the numl>er of scheduled castes, questions 
regarding the nuinber of officers in the servirf*H have been the subject of 
hundreds of questions and resolutions during the lifetime of this present 
Council and Wause, forsooth, |ioor Narendra Kumar Basil put a 
question like that, whereby he finds that 50 jier cent, of the offices hi 
the Co-operative Department were given to Muhammadans, therefore, 
forsooth, says my young friend, there was the genesis of this resolution. 
With the greatest respetd and love for Mr. Quasem, I must say that 
1^ is fundamentally wrong. The genesis of this resolution is not that 
question, the genesis of the resolution is not the spirit of (^ommunal- 
ism, but the genesis of tbe resolution is in the widespread feeling of 
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flppr^heiiBion and danger in the countryside. I am sorry for the 
apologists of this department. I am extremely sorry that even after 
the speech of the Hon^ble Minister in charge of the department they 
should have had the temerity and hardihood to attempt to applaud 
this department in this way. What did the Hon’ble Minister himself 
say in reply on the 29th of JulyP He acknowledged that there were 
many things in this department that were defective. He acknowledged 
that the department had not been working satisfactorily. He acknow* 
ledged that there were many things in the department which require 
looking after. But, said he, the Government has taken it up. The 
Government has appointed not only one but two Indian Civil Servic# 
officers to look into the working of the department and, theref<M«, the 
Committee of Enquiry is not necessary. He did not try to gloss over 
the faults of the department. He did not say that all was well in the 
Co-operative Department. He did not say that the woricing of the 
department was such that it needed no looking after. (A voice: Which 
department isP) He said that it is well known that there is defect. 
Ilis actual language was: “What is now required is not the appoint- 
ment of a committee for the puqKwe of discussing the defects which 
are already well known and many of which still persist, but what is 
necessary is that consistent and continuous a< tion should be taken for 
the removal of the defects which already obtain.” These are his words. 
^>ir. Sir, I 8\ibmit it ought to put to shame the so-called friends of 
the department. But I am forgetting that probably this debate has 
been one to make the present Registrar of the Co-operative Department 
the happiest man in Calcutta to-day. He must have felt his ears 
tingle and burn with the praise and encomium which were showered 
upon him fiom all sides. It may he that he deseiwes all that has been 
.said of him. Mr. Suhrawardy would never listen to speeches and if 
he cared to, he would know that it is not correct to say that I wanted 
to attack the Registrar. I shall remind the House of what I said about 
the Registrar. I said that the department was in a very bad state in 
1932, and at that moment what the Government did was to appoint 
a man who was the Personal Assistant to the Registrar to officiate for 
the Registrar, This wa.s doubtless known to his friends in this Council 
and outside. He was in the cadre of Sub-Deputy Magistrate drawing 
Rs. 360 a month and an allowance of Rs. 100 as Personal Assistant to 
the Registrar. There were at least five men belonging to the cadre ol 
Dejmty Magistrate drawing Rs. 1,000 or Rs. 850 who were acting as 
Assistant Registrars. He was appointed to lie Officiating Registrar 
when the permanent man Mr. Genguli took leave, and it was said that 
he was apirointed as a stop-gap because it was an acting arrangement 
for a short time. That acting arrangement went on from month to 
month and year to year and it was at last in 1935, beginning of 1935. 
when the vacancy became permanent it was said *‘this is the man who 
has been officiatitg for 2 or 3 years; he should now be made permanent/* 
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I do fitkf and I do maintain that it waa not the right and straight way 
of appointing him. If he was the best man in creation for this post, 
he should hare been appointed in a straightforward manner. That waa 
not done deliberately. So now to fwiy because he has in the estimation 
of some of his friends proved successful, therefore, that appointment 
ia to be justified is, I submit, u mere casuistry. I do not want to repeat 
what I said regarding the working of the department. Everyone in 
this House who has his vision clear knows i>erfectly well that there 
ig something rotten in the state of that department. Otherwise, why 
has the Bengal Government with the Report of the last Retrenchment 
.Committee before it a gealous Finance Meml>er watching the finances 
of the province? So you think that the Government of Bengal would 
have sanctioned the appointment of two senior Indian Civil Servi<*e 
officers to look after the department? I submit whatever may be 
thought of the matter by my friends of this (Vmnril who are the friends 
of officers in the department, and who think they are serving the 
interest of the country by siding with a particular individual, I submit 
the department is one which is crying out for reform. Sir, as 1 have 
said, I have not liad the lieiiefit i>f getting re|M>rts for the lust 2 years. 
But I have tried a little bit in my own humble way to find out if I 
could not get some figures about the w'orking of these banks during 
the time of the present incuml)ent. The latest figures whi<‘h T could 
lay my hands on were published in the (ralnitta Ga:ette on Thursday, 
the nth January, 19d5. It contains the financial statement of the 
provincial and central c(>-ojK*rative banks for the quarter ending 30th 
Septeml)er, 1934. That is the latest figure I have been able to lay 
my hands on. I shall not trouble the Council with a nuraWr of figures. 
I shall simply ask them to bear with me for a minute when I point 
out that the actual amount of the depo.sit8 or del)entures maturing in 
the central bunks in 12 months from 1st July, 19»34, to 30th June, 1035, 
woxild be, quarter to quarter, acconliiig to this report Rs. 47 lakhs 
for the first quarter, Rs. 17 lakhs for the second, Rs. 16 lakhs for the 
third and Rs. 15 lakhs for the fourth quarter, totalling nlwvut a cn)re 
of rupees. And then the estimated expectcnl realisations from the 
societies for the same |>eriod. Sir, would be for the first quarter 39 
lakhs, second quarter 18 lakhs, third quarter 12 lakhs and fourth 
quarter 9 lakhs, making a total of Rs. 67 lakhs. That is the state 
of efficiency to which the present Registrar has brought the department. 
I did not lay and I have not at any time laid any blame upon the 
present Registrar especially for having brought the department to fliis 
pass. I have not, I can assure my learneil friend Mr. B. C. Ohatterjee, 
in my speech if he had listened to it and not given a garbled version 
of it, 


Mr. B. 0. CHATTERdEE: 1 have read it. 
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1^. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: If he hae read it, I am sure be 
will agree that there waa no personal reflection upon the man who had 
the misfortune of being appointed Registrar at a time when the societies 
were not working well. I did not say that — because I began by saying 
that I had not the figures for the period of tenure of the present 
Registrar before me — that he has brought this department to this pass. 
But I did say and I still do maintain that on his previous record and 
on the record of the other officers of the department, it was a very 
l>old thing to apfwint him over the heads of so many senior officers 
as Registrar. If he succeeds in 

(At this stage the hon’ble member reached his time-limit, but was 
allowed to proceed for five minutes more by the Hon’ble President.) 

I shall now deal with some of the remarks made by some of the 
K|K*akers this afternoon. Rai Bahadur Keshab Cliandra Banerji has 
also been good enough t(» put some words into my mouth which 1 
never used. He said that according to me sujTcrvisors were appointed 
hy (Government : I never said that. That part of his argument goes. 
Then he said the directorate of many of these hanks was not composed 
of the rejireNentatives of the debtor societies. Sir, that may be his 
information, but during the last few days T can assure the House that 
I hav(* been inundated with figures from all jwrts of the province and 
T hold them in my hand, and these figures are supplied by i)eople whom 
I did not know from Adam, and the figures they have given to me 
and the facts they have given henr this out completely; particularly 
in (Vntral Bengal the Ijoards of directors have got majority of repre- 
sentatives of debtor societies — debtors who are unable to ptiy even the 
interest. And at least in one place the matter was brought to the 
notice of the Registrar who in a public meeting said that as soon as 
he came back to Calcutta he would redress the wrong and make the 
iiumlwr even at least. But after his return he has not done that. 

Rai Bahidlir KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: Which bank? 

Mr. NARENORA KUMAR BASU: The Naiail Central Bank. If 
you want names 1 can give them. Then, Sir, he has been pleased to 
say that uiy facts and figures are inaccurate. As I have already said, 
Rai Bahadur Banerji may have special means for obtaining knowledge 
and special mean.^ for ascertaining facts and figures, but I have none, 
and I have to go on published materials, and it may be that my figuree 
and facts are not accurate. Whose fault is it that accurate facts and 
figures after (IDth «Tune, 1933, were not supplied to the members of 
the extended Bsngal Legislative Council? That is not my fault. 

Sir, Mr. Abul Rasem with his us\ial eloquence and his haired of 
eveiy thing i-elating to College Square and its environments has 
indulged in a cheap sneer at the imprimatur of College Square. It 
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no food policy to fool one's own nest. He had been at least for 
nome l^e an alumnus of the University: he was a student of the 
Ckloutta University and he has passed his examinations from thmre, 
and now he turns back in his hoary old age and says that College 
Square stands for all that is bad. His argument, Sir, is one of the 
strangest arguments I have ever heard. He says if Ooveniment realise 
that there is room for reform— and Government have already realised 
this by the appointment of s|>ei*iul officers and have taken steiie — what 
is the use of a committee? My n‘ply to him and to all others who 
have spoken like him is this : Government have been apiK)inting s|)ecial 
officers and taking the advice of spt'cial committees in this matter 
for several years now. Why not take some of the non-officials into 
their confidence and see whether they cannot give you some lietter and 
practical advice? It is no use saying that by the appointment of a 
committee you will stop all reform, slop all progress: you will do 
nothing of the sort. The reform or the iirogress which is a<lumbrated 
by these H|)ecial officers may go on. hut at the same time the committee 
may sit to see whether or not other means can devised hy the people 
who feel where the shoe pinches, whether other means connot l)e found 
by these |)eoplo to further improve the de|>artinent . 1 do fwl from the 

speeches that I have heard that my words art* not falling on ears which 
are to reason. I am afraid meml)ers of the House have already 
made up their minds that to s»ip|>ort this residution would be to go 
against the jircMMit Uegistrar and the august Ministry. 1 submit, Sii'. 
that in mv humhle way of tinnking 1 do m»t airree with their |M»int ot 
view. I tri(vi to show to the members of the House that they would 
be helping the deixirtment, helping the ix'ojile of the country, helping 
the raiyat for whose benefit the department exists and for whose benefit 
we are here. I submit, Sir, it would be helping the raiyain if you 
agree to this committee, hut hav'ing regard to the feelings expressed 
by the 8{>eakers here, I do not think I shall be justified in taking up 
the time of the House by pressing this motion to a division. 

The resolution was put and lost. 

Miulvi HA8SAN ALI; I l>eg to move that this Omucil recommends 
to the Goveniment that immediate stoi** bo taken to apjioint agri- 
cultural assistants in each thana under the District Agricultural Officers. 

Sir, Bengal is an agricultural country out and out. Very often 
we hear these words from everylx>dy*s mouth. But it seems that very 
few of us realise the significance of them. Our industry, our com- 
merce, our revenue and in fact the whole a<lministration of the countr>' 
— nay the very life and soul of Bengal — depends- on her agriculture 
and agriculturists. Yet the things have come to such a pass that 
nobody realises this fact. We .speak of the agriculture and agricul- 
turists, we pity them but nobody really thinks of them and their lot. 
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Ninety per cent, of the population of the province are thne left to 
themHelveN without education, without assistance and destitute of 
proper food and decent clothing. 

Sir, civiliHation of a nation is to be judged by the conditions of 
its common people, conditions of its peasants. It is more so in case 
of Bengal as she is out and out agricultural. 

Sir, for tlic last two decades there has been a cry in this House 
that w^e want training in agriculture on modem scientific lines. But 
the Ministry of Agriculture and for the matter of that the Government 
have paid no heed to it. In America, in Russia, in England, in France, 
almo.st in every country of the world agriculture is going on on scientific 
methods and w’itli marvellous result.s. But only in this unfortunate 
land the condition is otherwise. The plea of Government has always 
been the want of finance. There is no want of money for other things; 
but only agriculture must starve. But leaving aside the scientific 
agriculture for the juesent, I want to bring home to Government this, 
that agriculturists are in dire need of active help at this present 
juncture. There is the failure of rains, there is the flood, there is the 
failure of ci'opH, tliere is the failure of price and many other calamities 
beialling the^e unfortunate beings and they are not in a position 
to think what to do. In a word, Sir, the agriculturists of Bengal are 
in a sad plight, are ])anic-stricken — they have Ixucune cjuite demoral- 
ised. This is the moment w'hen our j)easant populace reejuire active, 
intcdligent, c^xi)ert and practical help and guidance in the matter of 
tilling, sowing, projM'r manuring and of substituting in rase of failure 
of certain crops and also selling for proper prices. There is the one 
wditurv District .\giicultural (Mficer. But in a wlmh* district he is 
no match for these ver>^ 84 'rious jjioblems of the country. In view 
of the vastness of the area of the district his activities cannot and as 
a matter of fact do not reach all |>arts of the district. In fact, the 
ver>’ existence of the District Agricultural Officer with a small demon- 
stration party is not knowrn in many quarters of the district. 

T would, therefore, suggest by my rewdution that Agricultural 
Assistants be apuKiinted in each thana with a suitable demonstratiim 
farm in eacli thana under the Distri<‘t .Vgricultural Officer to guide 
the agriculturists in matters of cultivation. 

Sir, there are Health Assistants under each Health Officer, and 
agriculture of the country is no less important than health. I for one 
therefore see no reason why the Government wdll not appoint Agricul- 
tural Assistants also. 

Kiti EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, I rise to give my whole-hearted 
support to the resolution moved by my friend Maulvi Hassan AU. 
If the Agriculture Department is being maintained by Government for 
the purpose of giving agricultural facilities to the people at large. 
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tlien I Government will do best to accept the resolution of my 

friend whieb is an honest and legitimate demand. Sir, I feel and I 
think every member of this House living in the outlying part of the 
province likewise feels that there is a huge waste of public money in* 
the Agriculture Department. We presume so. Our presumption may 
not be true according to the departmental view, but we cannot but 
presume it, because we see nothing of the activity of the Agriculture 
Department in the outlying parts of the province. No improvement 
work and cf)nsequently no benefit is given to the p<H»ple at all. We find, 
Sir, that the activity of the Agriculture Department has been chiefly 
confined to the formation of some agricultural farms in some district 
towns. But even in those districts where there are agricultural farms, 
not all the towns in them have been provided with the necessary 
arrangements for demonstration. In the farms even, there is nothing 
which can increase the knowledge of the cultivators at large. The 
demonstration fanns have been maintained for a long time past, but 
what, after all, have they done? They have done nothing to contribute 
to the welfare of the {leasantry. I.*et us take the case of Kangpur, 
for instance. An agricultural farm was established at Kangpur. The 
farm continued in existence for several years. Then after si)endiug a 
good amount of money, Government were good enough to remove that 
farm elsewhere on the plea that the climatic conditions of Bungpur were 
not suitable. Well, if the climatic conditions were not suitable, then 
why did Government establish the farm there at all? Then after once 
establishing the farm tluMe, it took (ioverninenl several years to find 
out that the climatic conditions were not suitable for the farm! Fur- 
ther, what <li(l they maintain the farm for? Is it to make a show 
or to justify the existence of the Agriculture Deisirtinent without any 
intention to do good to the fieople — I mean the peasants and culti- 
vators? Of course, it did employ .some highly-paid officers to look 
after that farm, the breeding of cattle, and the pnwlucing of grass and 
things like that, which did not benefit the |»eople in the least. 

Then, Sir, the District Agricultural Officer is expected to help the 
cultivators, but he cannot extend his supposed help to the cultivators 
in the outlying i)arts of the district. Even the officers of demonstration 
in subdivisional headquarters and the like are placed in the same 
helpless position: they, too, have nothing to do with the cultivators 
in the outlying parts of the country; hardly any villager in the out- 
lying parts ever see the face of any agricultural officer. It may he 
that there are exceptions — that one or two District Agricultural Officers 
occasionally visit places in the interior — but in such cases the majority 
of places visited are either very near to the railway station or to wjme 
easily accessible part of the country. People living in outlying parts 
of the country are kept in total ignorance of what they do : they do not 
know whether an Agricultural Department was maintained to impart 



[20th Ahh., 


m BESpLUTIONS. 

to them special and technical knowledge about agriculture. Nothing 
of the kind, Sir. So, the maintenance of a District Agricultural 
Otftcer at the district headquarters is absolutely of no good to the 
people living in tlie interior. Then I come to deal with the officers 
<talle(l demonstrators. Sir, I do not know whether all the subdivisions 
have been favoured with demonstrators; but my own subdivision has 
been lucky enough to be favoured with one. Now, what does he do 
there? Since he has not the right to go to the muiassal, he sits tight 
at his head<iuarters. And, pray, how can he improve the condition of 
the people unless he moves about and gives his demonstrations to the 
people in the interior? The result is that |)eople in the mufassal do 
not know that there is such an officer at the suMivisional headquarters. 
How can the cultivators living in the interior of a suMivision know 
about his existence and activities? How can they manage to have 
this information ulwut the demonstrator’s very existence? So, I sub- 
mit, Sir, that the people do not get any advantage w'hatsoever Irom 
such an officer at the subdivisionul headcpiarters. I do not say that 
nil the subdivisions have got demonstrators, but those which have been 
supplied with them do not get full V)euefit of the knowledge of these 
officers, if they have any. 

We find, Sir, that the District Agricultural (tffi(‘er remains at the 
headquarters for the most part of the year and, then, what does he do? 
He distributes certain varieties of grain, seeds, etf . — he calls them 
improved varieties — ^to the cultivators living nearby, but these improved 
varieties are not available to the cultivators living in the interior. 
What is the good (»f maintaining such an officer there y It is a mere 
farce to keep uj) an empty show: it is intended t(» show to the people 
that (Government are doing their level best for the good of the f)eople. 
Sir, the demonstrator at the suhdivisional headquarters, even if he 
has the mind, cannot go to the interior; for the rule is so rigid that he 
cannot go to the mufassal without violating it. There is that saying — 
penny wise, [X)iind foolish. In his case though he is maintained at 
fiome cost, he cannot go beyond 5 miles, for in that (use travelling 
allowance will have to l)e found for him. In the Budget there is no ^ 
provision for hie travelling allowance. His utmost limit of touring,, 
being o miles from lus station, he is debarred from touring further 
afiebl ami giving demonstrations. He cannot, therefore, make himself 
known to the jjeople, and unle.ss he makes himself known to the people, 
how can the villagers derive any benefit from his activities? Now, 
the question is whether any officer is allowed travelling allowance or not 
he should he allowed to make his activities known to the jwople. If 
this were allowed, he could do some good at least in the way of teaching 
the cultivators how to raise good crops; but he is not allowed to go 
beyond the 5-mile limit — travelling allowance or no travelling al]ow» 
once. It is not the question of travelling allowance which stands in 
his way, but the question of permission ; he is not allowed to go beyond 
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6 miki lo make or show any ezperixneats, and unless tkat is done there 
is no ttie keeping such an officer at the subdi visional headquarters 
So, my auggestion is that if Government cannot mature any idan for 
want of funds, then, of course, they can concede to this extent that 
they should allow the officers at the suhdi visional headquarters to move 
about from place to place. He can pick out selected areas and go there, 
make the necossarj* experiments, and thus make himself familiar with 
the needs and wants of the people: in this way, alone, he can make 
himself known to them: in this way, again, he can go from one lairi 
to another and cover the whole town. That is the way in which the 
people can derive some l)enefit from him. 1 would rejieat my sugges- 
tion, If Government were to allow the demonstrators to go about 
from ]»Iace to place and make themselves kn(»wii, halt at a place for a 
certain number of days, imj)art useful knowledge to the jieople at 
each centre, and give the necessary instructions regarding the culti>a- 
tion of particular crops, then some good might ac'crue to the f>eotde; 
otherwise not. This suggestion of mine is very practicucble and not an 
imi)ossible one. 1 do not, for a moment, want Government to im rease 
the number of officers that are maintained at present for this purjwse. 

I only want to give their demonstrators the liberty to move exten- 
sively and ncdhing more. If that is not done, tlien it is no gcmd in 
simjily keeping some seeds for distribution. Unless the cultivators 
como to know of the value and imi>ortance of these seeds, then they 
will not he purehjised. You have kept our people in dark illiteracy. 
They cannot rc»ad anything. They do not keep any information, and 
so they are not so very inqui.sitive as to how better knowledge can he 
deiived and from whom better seeds can be had. lleside.-*. Sir, ii 
subdivision c’overs a large area — a goodly iiumlier of scjuuie miles — 
and has also a large poimlation. For example, theie are villagea in 
iny suWivision which are as far awmy as 45 miles from t)ie suhdi visional 
headquarter.s, and there are three rivers intervening in between the 
two places. Who the devil would c^are to cro.ss these tliiee rivers and 
cover such a long distance to reach the suhdi visional headquarters to 
^find out wdiether there are precious kinds of seeds and whether iheie 
are precious kinds of croi»s to l>e reared. To suggest to the jieople of 
cucb villages to do such a feat is out of the question, Ijecause it is an 
impossible proposition. So, it is only fair and just that the officers in 
charge of this department should calmly and deliherutely consider ihe 
points raised by me and also consider the resolution moved by my friend 
Haulvi Hassan Ali and see what can he done, instead of restricting the 
activity of the officers from the blue lied to the brown. 

With these words, Sir, I support the resolution. 

Tilt Hafl’bit Hcwm K. C. M. FAROgUI, of Rirtafl|Niri Bir, pre- 
iitmably the hon^ble member refers to demonstrators by the description 
**agrictidtttr4 aasistante,’' as the demonstrators are the only offioem 
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directly under the District Agricultural Officers, wiiile there are no 
officers of the designation of “agricultural assistants.^ I may state 
that it is the ultimate aim of Government to increase the staff of 
demonstrators until one such officer has been appointed for each thana; 
but Government are precluded by financial considerations from com- 
mitting themselves to such a comprehensive scheme at the present 
moment. There are 6(M) thanas in Bengal excluding those in Calcutta 
and its suburbs and in the Darjeeling and Chittagong Hill Tracts, 
the appointment of one demonstrator for every such thanu will involve 
an exi)en(liture of more than three and half lakhs of rupees a year. 
This is, as the House will recognise, outside the range of practical 
politics at the present moment. There are, however, at present 100 
demonstrators, |)ermanent and temporary, employed in the Agriculture 
Department. 

J would assure my hon’ble friend that subject to funds being avail- 
able, Government will be prepared to increase the number of demon- 
strators according to the actual needs and re<iuirements of the depart- 
iiieiit. On this assurame, I hoj)e, my hoirble fiiend will be prejiared 
to withdraw his resolution. 


MauUi HA88AN ALI: Sir, in view of the Ilon’ble Minister’s assur- 
ance, I beg leave to withdraw the resolution. 

The reM<duii(»n was then, by leave of the Council, withdmwn. 


Mr. ANANOA MOHAN PODOAR: Mr. President, Sir, 1 beg to 
move that this Co\nicil recommends to the Government that the number 
of commissioners of the municijmlities of Bengal be altered in aca^orduuce 
with the increase or decrease in the population, income, number of 
voters aud commercial and general importance of the municii>al areas 
now under the Bengal Municiiml Act, lydi^. 

Sir, the object of this resolution is to remove the anomaly that 
exists in the coustitutiou of the municipal boards of Bengal. 

Section 8 ot the new Bengal Muuicipal Act enacts that the Govern-^ 
meui may by notiticution alter the number ot commissioners of a muni- 
cipality in cousideratiou utter aim of the increase or decrease in the ■ 
population, income, number of voters and commercial and general 
im}K)rtanco of the place. In the old Act the Government had no such 
power and the number of commissioners of a munici|)ality could be 
altered only on <he recommendation of the ('ommissiouers of the muni- 
cipality concerned. As there exists a great anomaly in the number 
of commissioners of the municipalities of Bengal and as there is no 
principle of standard followed for fixing the number, the House msdi 
the above amendment in the ho]>e that the Government would wlUnt^^ 
the number in accordance with the changed circumstances. 
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Ilmiras reasonably expected that along with the overhauling of the 
Ben|^ Municipal Act, and with the power conferred on it, the Govern- 
ment Would remove the anomalies of the inunici})al boards of Bengal ; 
but strangely enough, though almost all the municipalities have been 
reconstituted under the new Act, the number of commissioners has 
mot been altered in a single case. 

in tbe August Session, 1933, while moving a resolution for the 
increment of commissioners of the Narayanganj Municijmlity, I proved 
from Government report that there is no principle followed in fixing 
the number of commissioners of the municipalities of Bengal. 1 do not 
like to tax the patience of the House over again hy quoting lengthy 
lists of figures, but I shall put in a nutshell some of the grave irregulari- 
ties that exist in the municipalities of Bengal. 

Sir, in the Presidency of Bengal excluding Calcutta there are 117 
municipalities. The number of commissioners varies from 30 in one, 
9 in another. What is the principle which determines this variation 
in number? Is it population? Tbe figures do not show that it is so. 
Howrah claims the biggest ]>opulation of 224,873, and there the muni- 
cipal committee is constituted with 30 oommissiouers or one for 7,416. 
Dacca which comes next with 138,518 |)ers()ns has 21 commissioners, 
while several municipalities with much less ]K)pulation are favoured with 
bigger committees. Here are some instances. Population of Darjee- 
ling is 19,903, but it has got 27 commissioners; Berhampur jKqmlution 
27,403, number of commis.si(»ners 25; Palme 21,904, numl)er of commis- 
sioners 24; Burdwan iH)pulation 29,618, numl>er of commissioners 22. 

Six municipalities enjoy the privilege of having 21 commissioners 
each and their jmpulation varies from 138,518 to 14,819. These are — 
Dacca 138,518, Chittagong 53,156, Barisal 35,716, Kajshahi 27,046, 
Dinajpur 19,156, and Bogra 14,819, 

Here is a group with the fwpulation varying between JK) and 40 
thousand j^ersons, but the number of commissioners varying from 12 

22. Burdwan ix)pulation 39,618, commissioners 22; South Suburban 
39,499, commissioners 12, Seram|M)re 39,056, commi.<isioneix 13, Bara- 
nagar 37,050, commissioners 21. Barisal .‘15,716, (^oiiimissioners 21, 
Narayanganj 34,189, commissiftners 12, Hough ly-( ’bin sura 32,6.‘14, com- 
miaaioners 18, Serajganj 32,467, commissioners 18, Midiiaf>ore 32,021, 
commissioners 18, Bankura 31,703, commissioners 15, Comilla 31,365, 
commissioners 18, Asansol 31,286, commissioners 12, Naihati 31,480, 
commissioners 18, Bally .‘10,347, commissioners 15, Kamarbatty 30,.‘k‘14, 
commissioners 13. 

From tbe above there is no room for doubt that the numlier of 
ibommiasioners of the municipalities of Bengal have not been fixed in 
aocordance *with tbe population of the municipalities concerned. 
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Now, let tie see whether the number is fixed according to the 
incidence of taxation per head of population. The following tahl|. 
does not show that it is so. Incidence of taxation at Darjeeling is 
Rs. 12-14-10, commissioners 27; Kurseong Rs. 8-11-11, commissioners 
9; Howrah Rs. 7-2-i, commissioners 30; Narayanganj Rs. 4-15, cominis? 
sioners 12; Hooghly-Chinsura Rs. 4-5-7, commissioners 18; Chittag(»w 
Rs. 4-5-1, commissioi^ers 21; Burdwan Rs. 4-4-4, commissioners 
Berbampur Rs. 4-4, commissioners 25; Uttarpara Rs. 4, commissioners 
12 . 

As regards income I need hardly state that the number of commis- 
sioners of the different municipalities is never based on it. For we 
find the municipalities in w'hich there are 12 commissioners, the income 
varies in the following manner — Dainhat 5 thousand, Katwa 21 
thousand, Raniganj 61 thousjind, Baidyabati 43 thousand, Uttarpara 
46 thousand, Arambag 13 thousand, Taki 6 thousand, Nabadwip 59 
thousand, Kurseong 64 thousand, Narayanganj 1 lakh 86 thousand, 
and so on. 

Sir, most of the municipalities of the province have been created 
half a century back and the number of commissioners had been fixed on 
the basis of the iHjpulation and income at that time prevailing. But 
during this peri(Ml they have undergone considerable changes mostly for 
the better. I shall cite only one instance. The Narayanganj Municipal 
Board was created in tlie year 1876, just 59 years ago. with 12 commis- 
sioners and three wards. This might have been considered just on the 
basis of the census figure of 1872 which w^as 11.377. At the end of 
the last century the |iopulation was double that of 1876, viz., 24,472, 
acconling to the census figures of 1961. But even then there is no 
change in the strength of representation. The ]>opulation went on 
increasing in the meantime. In 1911 it was 27,876, in 1921 it was 
30,t)02. In the last census it is 34,189, And the income has also gone 
up big, at least four times by this time. Thus, though the income and 
population, trade and commerce as w^ell as the general importance o| 
the tow'ii have enormously increased, the strength of its representation ■ 
on the municipal board has not l>een raised ; during the last 5 or 6 
years 1 have on several occ asions brought the anomalous })osition of 
particular municiimlity to the notice of the llon’ble Minister as well; ” 
as the Local Self-Government Department, but in spite of promi.ses 
and assurances, Narayanganj remains exactly where it stood fift^^* 
years back. I don’t know if it is due to the influence of any outside 
agency or due to the lethargy of the dejmrtment that no steps are being 
taken in this resjiect. Under the circumstances I would ask the depart- ^ 
ment to take immediate steps for the increment of commissioners of 
the Narayanganj and other municipalities in which the conditions are 
similar. 

It is argued in some quarters that increment of commissioners wouM 
effect the efliciency of the administration. This is far from the tmtli 
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1 ^ stand a moment's scrutiny. For we find that there are 

^inany^unicipalities with bigger number of commissioners running 
the aOTiaistration with more efficiency than those in which the number 
is oom^ratively small. I would cite the instances of Darjeeling, 
^^Ipiittagong and Dacca which are being run very efficiently though they 
Jitye got 27, 21 and 21 commissioners, re.spectively. On the other 
iiand, we do not find a single instance where the administration is 
Inefficient owing to the number l)eing large. 

On this analogy and according to this argument, the number of 
councillors of the Calcutta Corporation should be reduced from 100 to 
a dozen only in order to make the administration more efficient. 
After all, this is only an old tactic on the part of persons who are 
eager to cling to power that they are unwilling to jiart with. 

This is in short the position of the munici|)ulities of Bengal, llie 
Bengal Municipal Act had been amended by this House in the year 
1932 and several im[>ortant changes have been made therein, (hie of 
them is the widening of franchise and the nu?nber of voters of every 
municipality has greatly increa.sed. It is needless to say that the 
people of Bengal for some reason or other are flocking to the towns 
and the area, poimlation, income, etc., of the munici|mlities are rapidly 
increasing. It is in the fitness of things that ah>ng with this the repre- 
sentation on the municipal boards should also be altered. Mucli credit 
is no doubt due to the Ilon’ble Minister for introducing many imimrtunt 
and salutary changes in the municipal administration of this province, 
and I again apj)eal to him to make the municipalities more popular 
by removing the anomalies referred to above. 

Witli these observations, Sir, I <ominend my motion to the accept- 
ance of the House. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAi MAHA8AI: Sir. I beg to su)>i>ort the 
motion of my friend Mr. Anandu Mohan Poddar. 1 quite agree with 
“^llim that there is no fixed principle on which the numl>er of commis- 
sioners is fixed — the case of my inunicifaility of Bansberia is an instance 

I>oint. In my municipality the nuinWr of tommissioners was 12 
'iiwhen its population was (),473 and the same number of commissioners 
J^'when the i)opulatioii has risen to over 14,O0t) and the income has 
;^t^increased three-fold. When the Hon’ble Minister, Local Self-Govern- 
ment Department, visited Banslwria a year ag(», his attention was 
drawn to this anomaly, and the commissioners also applied for an 
increase in the number. I do not know the decision of the Government 
on the point. I think if a general principle of fixing the numl)er is 
adopted, there would be no grounds for complaint. I ho]>e the Hou’ble 
Minister will be pleased to accept this motion which is quite reasonable. 

^ M BilMdur KEBHAB CHANDRA BANCR^If Sir, undoubtedly 

Babu AnaaSa Mohan Poddar has made out a fairly strong oaso 
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in favour of an increase in the number of oommiasioners of mimicir 
palities. 1 shall refrain from referring to any particular municipality, 
but shall talk on the general question of increase in the number of 
commissioners. The mover of the resolution has quoted facts and 
figures to show that an increase in the number of commissioners 
long overdue. Sir, as has been already pointed out by the mover, 
the mufassal municipalities are growing in importance on account of ' 
their extension necessitated by the erosion of some of the principal 
rivers of Bengal. I say this from my experience of the municipality 
of Daccn, with the administration of which I was connected for nearly 
a decade. Balm Ananda Mohan Poddar has quoted the population and 
the rating strength of the different municipalities in Bengal since 1911 
by a reference to the census figures. Sir, it has been the accepted 
policy of Government to democratise the self-governing institutions 
in the country and with the growth and development of the democratic 
institutions the franchise has been lowered and the number of voters 
considerably increased. In Dacca, for instance, the population has 
increased to nearly 140,(K)0 in the course of a quarter of a century, 
but the number of coininissioners has practically remained the same 
since the passing of the Bengal Municipal Act in 1884. The number 
of members of the Bengal T^egislative ('ouncil was increased from 51 
to 140 after the introduction of the Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms and 
it is propf»sed to be further increased to 250 under the new Constitution. 
On that ])rinciple alone the number of commissioners of the various 
municipalities should be increased having regard to the amount of taxes 
paid by the ratepayers and the |K)pulation of the town. I know of 
some suburlmn areas, where many |H»ople from the mufassal have 
settled down and formed regular colonies. Those areas which wei*e 
formerly under union boards have been brought uuder the jurisdiction 
of municipalities, the maiu reason l>eing that the inhabitants of those 
places prefer to live in the town on account of the manifold advantages 
which town-life confers on them, namely, better water-supply, better 
lighting and better conservancy arrangements. I do not, therefore, 
see why a municipality should not have an increased number of com- 
missioners. 1 do not wish to detain the House by repeating the same 
arguments, but shall conclude by drawing attention of the Hon'ble 
Minister once more to this desirable proposal. Time and again have 
we discussed the question on the floor of this House, but up till now 
nothing tangible has resulted from such discussions. It is the Con- 
sidered opinion not only of this House but also of the mtepayers who 
reside in the different towns in Bengal. 

With these observations, I support the resolution. 


Mr. J. W. R. STEVENS: The proposal to increase the number of 
oommiaaionors in mufassal municipalities is against the views of thk 
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on tlio grroimds given in the latest Administration Beport when 
it is ilated “a small compact body of commissioners have worked more 
officiontly than the generality of municipalities with a large and 
l>ulky hoard of members.” My friend Mr. Poddar seems to argue that 
because a municipality such as Narayanganj is the most efficient in 
the Dacca Division the commissioners should be increased. This I 
entirely disagree with. If such a municipality is efficient, is this not 
a reason why it should not be left alone? To state that the electors of 
Narayanganj wish an increase in their representatives is not borne out, 
as at a meeting of the commissioners held in September, six 

elected members out of eight voted against an increase, one elected 
representative being absent. Out of the six who voted against the 
increa.se, three were Hindus and three Muhammadans. This is surely 
proof that it i.s not the wish of the ratepayers to increase the numl)ei 
of commissioners of the Narayanganj Municipality. 

TflO Hofl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Sir, about a year 
and a half ago almost a similar resolution was tabled by the mover 
of the present resolution, and it was discussed at length on the floor 
of this House. Several issues were rui.sed in that connection. On 
this occasion the issues are much wider. The proiK>sal is to increase 
the numl)er of commissioners of all municipalities on the basis of income, 
niiml>er of voters and coinmen ial and general im]M>rtance of the muni- 
cipalities. These are exactly the grounds on which Oovernment cun 
under the Bengal Municipal Act increase the number of commissionem 
of a muni< ijmlity. Under the new Bengal Municipal Act, as was 
pointed out by Mr. Poddar, Oovernment can take initiative for increas- 
ing the number of (‘oramissioners, whereas under the old Act the sug- 
gestion should have come from (he municipality itself. Sir, though 
Oovernment have l)een em|K»wered under the new Act to increase the 
numlwr of the commissioners on their own initiative, in actual practice 
they prefer to de|>end on the pro|K>Hal of the commissioners themselves 
and not to take (he initiative for increasing the iiuinher of seats. In 
following this jwdiev Oovernment have assumed that if there is a real 
demand for increase in the number of cominissioners, there is no reason 
why the electwl or np|Njiuted commissioners of a municipality should 
not come up to Ooveriiinent with such a proposal. Sir, it is true that 
there are municifHilities, the number of cominissioners of whi<’h are 
not in proportion to their commercial importance, or the nuinl>er of 
voters or the area, because the seats were fixed long ago. The Bengal 
Municijml Act was passed in 1884 and some of the municipalities were 
constituted in the eighties of the last century. Since then of course 
there were some changes here and there, but generally the numlwr of 
seats are stationary and that is because the number of (Commissioners 
were found^ to be quite adequate for representing the interest of the 
ratepayers. Mr. Poddar suggested that Government, though they gave 
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pronuMs more than once, did not chang-e the numter of commiseionelM 
and probably they were influenced by outside influences. I would 
gay nothing of the kind. Out of 117 municipalities about 112 havf^ 
already been reconstituted under the New Bennal Municipal Act/** 
It is, therefore, inconvenient and certainly undesirable to change the 
numlier of commissioners after the reconstitution of a municipaUty. 
Oovernment have to wait at least till the next general election. 
Mr. Poddar said that not even in a single case the number of commis- 
sioners was increased. I would correct him by saying that in the case 
of 12 municipalities the number was increased. 

Mr. ANANOA MOHAN PODDAR: What was the case of th# 
Narayanjfanj Municipality ? 

Th« Hofl’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In the case of 
Xarayan^anj Municipality the proposal for increase in the number of 
comini-ssioners did not come to us before the refonstitution of the 
municipality. I would remind the hon’hle member that he moved the 
resolution after the reconstitution, and the as.surance that government 
p'ave was that they would be pleased to increase the number after con- 
sultiiif? the local officers and the municijiality and, so far as I remember 
— I have not the record with me — the local officers were definitely 
at?ninst such increase and prohahly also the municipality. So (lovern- 
ment had no other alternative but to leave the number of commi.ssioners 
08 they were. (A vok'R: That is why we had ourselves undertook this 
initiative.) As a general principle (iovernment would certainly stick 
to their exi.stiiij; polif'y, namely, not to increase the number of com- 
missioner.s unle.ss there is a real demand from the municipalities them- 
selves. (A voK'K : If fioin the puhlicM The jmhlic is represented 
throujfh the municipality. Hut if they find in case of any particular 
municipality the overwhelming^: necessity of such increase, there is 
nothinjf to prevent (rovernment from deviating* from this jxilicy and to 
incnMi.se the number of .seats in that particular municipality. Govern- 
tnent have to he convinced first that there i.s such a demand and there is 
overwheiniiug necessity lor increasing the niimlier of commissioners 
and if convinced. 1 am sure, the (tovernmeiit will not hesitate to increase 
the number. Ifut in doing so they will have to take into consideration 
various (|uestions. Sir, generally the increa.se in number of seats would 
entail recli.strihutiou of wards, the allocation of reserved .seats for the 
minority community, etc. Government were anxious to afford 
the ratepayers the earliest o|>|)ortuuity of taking advantage of the 
amended Bengal MiiniciiMtl Act and if they had decided to increase the 
number of seat.s on the basis suggested by the mover of thi.s resolution, 
it would have necessitated a postponement, a long postponement, of the 
general elections under the new Act so that thetratepayerN would Itthre 
been denied the lienefits conferred on them by the Legislature 
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time. In these circumstances Government preferred to 
^ecoi^titute the municipality with the number of commissioners as they 
l^ere Wid, as I said, out of 117 municipalities 112 or 113 have already 
%Mn reconstituted. So that question of increasing the seats is not of 
much practical importance till shortly before the next general election, 
though there is nothing to prevent Government from increasing the 
number of seats on a particular municipality, provided such increase 
is asked for by the municipality or its ratepi^yers and Government are 
convinced of its justification. 

I, therefore, retiuest my friend Mr. Auanda Mohan Poddar to with- 
draw his motion. 

The resolution was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, with your })eriiiission I 
would like to move this resolution. 

Mft PRESIDENT: As the intending mover of that resolution is 
absent, I allow \ou to move it as your own. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Sir, I beg to move that thb 
Council recommends to tlie (lovernment that steps be taken to improve 
the service conditions of t\pists and copyists attached to the civil 
criminal and revenue couits and the registration ottic'es by placing then 
on a salaiied basis, or (in the alternative) by iiu‘reasing their reinunera 
tiou, and ctnitribution by (jovernment to the provident fund and b) 
restricting employment. 

(At this stage the llon’ble the President vacated the Chair wliicli 
was taken by the Deputy IVesideut.) 

This question of improving the lot of the typists and copyists — u 
class of hard-working public servants — has been exercising the miad^ 
of the Government, the Council and the sufferers ever sin(;e Ptlil 
It will Ih? futile at this stage to truce hack the history of this ugitatioi 
which was carried on for a pretty long time In^fore the year PI2I 
Suffice to say, that in 192H, on a resolution tabled by ray hoii'bh 
friend Maulvi Tamisoiddiii Khan, a full dress delate took place in tbi> 
Council. The motion of my friend as amended was carried by r 
large majority of 63 to 17. This motion runs thus; — 

“This Council recommends to the Government that the servic.es o: 
copyists and typists employed in the various crffices attached to tb< 
civil, criminal and revenue courts and registration offices be placed oi 

«kfied Ims/' 
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Daring the debate the Hon’ble late Mr. W. D. B. Ffentice {fts li» 
then wae) in charge of the Judicial Department was pleased i# 
announce that the Government and the High Court had already issuedf 
orders stating that the establishment should be so regulated that the 
earnings should not fall below a certain minimum. The circular letter 
of the High Court on the subject issued on the 23rd June, 1921, states 
that the standard of earning of the copyists and typists should be 
raised by reducing their number, the reduction being achieved gradu* 
ally by making no new appointments until the proposed higher stand- 
ard is reached. As regards the standard, the letter further says that 
each copyist should at least earn Bs. 40 a month and each typist 
Bs. 65 a month and that, if practicable, the maximum of Rs. 60 for 
coypists and Its. 80 for typists should be the standard. I am told, 
since, that time on representations from the copyists and typists, from 
time to time, the High Court is.sued circular letters expressing 
sympathy with the plight of these ser\unts of the Government and 
urging upon the District Officers to improve their lot. But in spite 
of the passing of the resolution, in spite of the circular letters of the 
Government and the High Court, the lot of the copyists and typists 
remains the same as it was liefore. The establishment, instead of 
b<'ing reduced, has steadily betm augmented, regardless of the conse- 
quenees of such additions to it to the sufferers concerned. Even in 
these days of economic distress additions to the estahlishraent are 
going on ns merrily as before in spite of the protests from the typists 
and copyists. 

Whenever an officer's son or relative fails to get any job in the 
permanent establishment of an office, he is g(*nerally apiMunted in the 
copying department, because such ap|K)iritments cost nothing to the 
Government, The orders of the Government and the High Court 
alludfsl to above are honoured more in their breach than in their 
observaneo. 

These copyi.jts and typists are hard-working servants. Nowadays 
a largo nunil)er of them ai*e matriculates and there are some who have 
passed the Intermediate Examination. In these days it cannot be 
eaid that the copyists and typists do not jiossess the requisite ([ualifica- 
tions for Government j>osts. They are a most useful lx)dv of men and 
earn for the Government a few lakhs of rupees every year, for every 
two annas earned by them they earn the <M)ual amount for the Gov- 
ernment. There are m’arcely any other (‘lasses of Government servants 
who earn directly by their labour such a pretty large sum for the 
Oovernment. 

In 1921 a resolution was passed in this Council urging upon th# 
Government to place Ihe services of the copyists and typists on n 
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basis. The then Hon'ble Member in ehnrjara of the Judicial 
pordbKo had to admit that the copyists and typists had made a good 
ease wd that it was the intention of the Government to improve their 
conation when it was possible. Since then, except issuing circular 
letters alluded to above which were in the nature of pious wishes than 
any practical steps to improve their lot, no serious efforts have ever 
been made by the Government to improve the lot of these hard-working 
and useful servants. It is said that the services of these people can- 
not be placed on a salaried basis on ac(*ouut of the paucity of funds and 
also for the reason tliat the copying department exists solely to supply 
demands of the public. Both these grounds are untenable. It is 
quite apparent that if they are placed <m a salaried basis, many of them 
will retire shortly with no i)en.sion or with a small i>en.sion. In the 
present condition of the establishment many of them may In* absorbed 
in the permanent staff for which they are qualifietl. Besides, since 
1928 fees for copying documents have been increased from 3 annas to 
4 annas per folio. Thus we find that the Government are getting from 
their labour double the uniount us revenue which they used to derive in 
1928, or in subsecpient years previous to the raising of the (‘opying 
fees. In these circumstances it will he futile to say that the Gov- 
ernment have not sufficient funds to include them in the ]SM'munent 
staff of the office, nor can it he said that these men do not possess 
necessary qualifications to hold Government posts for, as pointed out, 
there are many matriculates amongst them. 

They are a most dissatisfied class of |>eople wdth tHirnings gradually 
diminishing and having no future prosjKJcts. The High (\jurt has 
circularised the other day that they must retire at tlie age of GO, 
though cajwhle of working. EvervlMMly knows that our cmintry has 
been passing through dire economic distress. The copyists ami typists 
who are jmid on piece-work system have been badly affected by the 
economic depression and their earnings have been much reduced. I 
have on enquiries asrertaine<l that the average eiimings of a tvpist 
would now amount to alwut Rs. 30 to Rs. 35 and those of the copyists 
are alxnit Its. 20 to Rs. 22, and there is likelihood of their earnings 
being dwindled as the numl»er of the suits and cases anniinllv institiited 
are gradually on the decrease; while all other classes of Government 
servants are going on as merrily as ever with their salaries uncut, 
perhaps they are better off now than before the economic depression 
overtook the country', because the prices of articles of every-dav con- 
sumption have greatly decreawul, this ImkIv of useful and hard-working 
peojde find themselves unable to make tlieir two tmds meet and are 
eking out their miserable existence with the prospect of their earnings 
further falling off! Sir, you can well imagine the miserable plight in 
which they have been placed. I think the Government should lose no 
time to place their services on a salaried basis though it may involve— 
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and I hope it will not — a little extra expenditure. Theee copyists and 
typists not only do the copying for the public but also they do copying 
work of the Government free of cost and very often they are employed 
to do other works of the offices. They are not given any share in the 
extra fees charged as expedition fees. An expedition fee is paid only 
when the applicant wants a certain work not only out of its turn but 
also to be delivered within a limited time, that is to say, within a day. 
It is said that in case of expedition copies there is no extra rush on the 
typists and copyists. I differ entirely from this view for copies must 
be supplied within a day or at the utmost on the following day. 
Otherwise, nob(Kly would pay extraordinary fee for copies which may 
be 8upplie<l after 4 or 5 days in the usual course. The copying of the 
documents on expedition fees involves much more labour and atten- 
tion than the ordinaiy copies. Why then these people who put forth 
extra energy and attention for (loing an expedition copy on extra fee 
should not share with the Government the extni fee realised? Tt is 
common justice and fair play that they should l)e given a share in the 
extra fee thus realised. 


Now, Sir, T come to the i>rovident fund benetit.s conferred on 
them. T have recently ascertained on enijuirie's that the copyists and 
typists contribute one anna w^hereas the Government contribute 6 pies 
on each rupee they earn. Tt is not a fact lhat Government have been 
contributing on(* anna as given out by the th<‘n TTim’ble Member dur- 
ing the discussion. 1 do not see any reason why the Government 
should not contrilmte an eipial amount to the provident fund Gov- 
ernment must remember that tins class of poor servants are earning, 
by tfie swcuit of their hrow, a few lakhs of rupt^es every year: the 
Government should not grudge this small benefit being granted to them. 
They work throughout the day from moming to «*vening in order to 
earn their livelihood; they do not enjoy any leave or pension. 

I app(*al to the Government to take pity on them and improve their 
lot by placing their services on a salarieil basis or if the Government 
ore at present unwilling to follow this course, they can improve their 
position by reducing the estabTishment. bv granting a share in the 
expedition fee. by contributing an equal amount to their provident 
fund and also hv piximoting those of the tvoists and copvists with 
necessor^^ qualifications to the permanent staff of the offices to which 
they are nttachiMl. 


MiUivi 8YED MAillD BAKSNs I beg to support the motion moved 
by my friend Biibii Khetter Mohan Bay. I have previous to this on 
inoie o<5casions than onf put questions to this effect and have been told 
by the Hon* hie T^aw Member that he is perfectly willing to inoioMe 
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agree to this. This matter has beea before the public, 
before this House and before the Government for a pretty long time — 
I think some 7 or 8 years. It has been decided or it was on a fair way 
to being decided by Government that their remunenition should be 
increased. With that view Government raiseil the copying fee. 
Formerly it was two annus, now it is three annas — one uniia to go to 
Government and two annas to the copyist. We are sometimes needed 
to remind old things lest they are forgotten. Govenimeni in order to 
increase the remuneration of these copyists and typists — with the 
declared purpose to increase the remuneration — increased the fee by one 
anna on folio. It was expressly said that this one anna will be grunted 
to the copyists. But far from it. When Government got possession 
of the money they forgot entirely why the amount was increased and 
instead of granting this one anna to the poor typists and copyists for 
whose benefit the was increased, they have taken it themselves. I 
think Government have no right to this one anna. If they have any 
mind to increase the rein uneiat ion of these jmorly-paid clerks, let them 
have this one anna. If they have no mind to do this, 1 will ask the 
Hoirble ^^lemher and the Judicial Department to ileerease the priee of 
folios by one anna because they have n(» right t<i have this extra one 
anna: either they must dwrease it or give it to the poor copyists and 
typists. T, therefore, submit that it is high time that Government 
and the iTon’ble Member in charge of Finance Deiwrtmeni should go 
into the genesis of this increase of one anna and see if they ought not 
to give this to the copyists and typists. 1 supixirt this motion and 
hope that Government will give this extra one anna to the copyists and 
typists or remit the ninount to the taxpayers. 

Rai Bahadur AK8H0Y KUMAR SEN; Sir, I wholeheartedly sup- 
port the resolution of my friend Balm Khetter Mohan Hay. The argu- 
ment has been advancwl by my friend Mr. Majid Baksh that there has 
been an increase of one anna in the i»rire of a folio for the purfxise of 
remunerating these ministerial officers-^! call them (rfficers because they 
are directly under the same sort of control of the head of the ministerial 
gtalf, that is the Sheristadar, as others are, and if that is a fart, of 
which I was not aware, I do not see any reason w^y Government shonld 
not keep their word, and should not give them by w'ny of contribution 
to their provident fund a certain share of the money derived from this 
increased price of a folio. If the pnce of a folio was increased with 
this end in view, then my point is: Why should Governraeiit hold back 
that amount without crediting it to the fund of these poor iieople who 
have been working hard day and night and labouring under various 
uort9 of difficulties? Although they are styled as clerks or copyists of 
the Judges’ Offices, Revenue Courts or Magistrates’ Offices, yet they do 
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nai get any contribution from Government towards tbeir provident 
fund. *Sir, the humble manner in which this resolution has been 
couched is that Government should be pleased to put these men on a 
salaried basis or in the alternative increase their remuneration and con- 
tribution by Government to the provident fund or restrict their employ- 
ment. Sir, Government can restrict the employment of copyists and 
typists by ordering that surreptitious copies be not taken out hj parties 
thereby hampering their legitimate income. I do not think that Gov- 
ernment should hold back this increase in the price of folio and not 
g[)en(l it for the benefit of these men, if that was the original intention. 
So I submit Government should consider all these things and come to 
their rescue. With these renmrks I wholeheartedly support the reso- 
lution . 


Maulvi ABUL QUA8EM: Mr. Deputy President, Sir, T rise to give 
my Hupjwrt to the resolution. I do not know if Government will find 
their way to aci^ept the resolution as it has been frametl, but I do wish 
to Hubiuii that the tyjnsts and copyists attached to the civil, criminal 
and revenue courts are suffering real distress. Sir, the salaried serv^unts 
of Government have a graded pay; as years go on, their remuneration 
go(*s on increasing, but these typists and copyists have their remunera- 
tion fixed; for the typists it is Rs. 65 and for the copyists it is Rs. 40 
per month; that is the minimum fixed as their remuneration. Hut. as 
a mutter of fact, these people — 1 mean tlie copyists — are now receiving 
on an average not more than Rs. 2i) per month. 1 advisedly use the 
woni “Rs. 20“ because in uuswer to an unstarreil question (No. 4) 
put in this C’ouucil liy Dr. Jogendra Chandra (^haiidhuri and answered 
on the b'lth February, 1935 (rule Volume No. XLV, No. 1), it was stated 
that the average earning of the copyists was Rs. 20 and of the typists 
Rs. 32, Well, this is the average given by the Government, but I may 
tell the House that even this figure is not reacheil in all places. In my 
own subdivision of Satkhira in the Khulna district, for instance, the 
average does not reacli even Rs, 16 to Rs. IS per month and some of the 
copyists make a voluntary contribution to the provident fund. When 
at the end of the month they find that their bills do not even reach the 
figure of Rs. 15 or Rs. 16, the look of mi.sery in their faces is simply 
indescribable. Sir, Goveriimont restored only the other day the 6 
per cent, cut in the salaries of their ])ermanent employees. Here are 
some people who are wirning revenue for Government and they are 
suffering real distress, but their grievances are not heeded. Some of 
them have large families to maintain and in these days of unprecedented 
economic distress they are hard put to it to make both ends meet. I dtf 
most humbly submit that they are not even getting what is called a 
living wage. Sir, the following question was asked in this Council hf 
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my Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh aad answered on llie 20th Decem- 

— starred question No. 51, reported in Volume XLIV, No. 1, oi 
the Omncil Proceedings:-— 


“51. (5) Is it not a fact that Government increased the price of a 
folio to the standard prescribed by the High (?ourt in their Genenil 
Letter No. 8 of 1921 ? 

(c) Are Government considering the desirability of incrtmsing the 
remuneration of these officers to three annas instead of two annas per 
foUo?’* 


The answer with regard to {b) and (c) was given by the Hou’!)lo 
Sir .John W'oodhead ami in botli cases it was “yes,” that is to aa>, the 
matter referreil to in (c) was under consideration. 1 put certain 
supplementary questions with regard to answer 51 (c); one was: 
“When are Government likely to come to a decision on the question 
The Hon’ble Sir John Woodhead replied: “As soon us possihle.” 
Then, again, with reference to the question put by Dr. Jogendru t'han- 
tira Chaudhuri, which I have already mentioneil, in reply to a sui»i)le- 
mentary question of mine on the very same lines as alx>ve, the Hon’ hie 
Sir 13. L. Mitter did not really try to answer the (juestion because 
probably he did not know the answer given hy Sir John Woodhead to 
the question put by Mr. Majid liaksh in IhK'einW last year. 1 do 

submit that Government admit that the average income of these 

ci>pyists does not exceed IN. 20 and in some cases their remuneration 
does not come to more than IN. 10 or IN. 18. As I have already said 
and I rejieat, these men have got large families to maintain and other 
liabilities to meet. I apjKMil to the Government to do wnnething for 

these {leople at least for pity’s sake. I do not say or suggest of course* 

that Government should actually carry out wholesale the terms of the 
resolution of the mover, but T re<{iiest them (o do something which will 
give them at least a living w'age. Sir, I myself have given notice of a 
similar resolution and would like to direct attention of the Government 
to it, namely, No. 21, in which I have suggested that the copyists of 
civil courts be remunerated at the rate of three annas i>er folio. As a 
matter of fact, the Government have declared on the floor of thix 
House that this matter was under consideration and that they would 
oome to a decision on the (juestion as soon as possible. But, Sir, 
nothing has so far l>een done. These people are silently suffering 
miser^s which are really acute. I do submit, therefore, that, in what* 
ever way possible. Government should devise some means to come to 
the rescue of these people who, I need hardly repeat, are sufferihg real 
.misery, destitution and possibly star>’atioii. They are rendering use- 
ful service to Government. Many of them have now arrived at an 
jSlMafe when they cannot seek employment elsewhere; so Government 
should noi be hnrd-bearted towards them. I do make a iiersonal 
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appeal to the Hon’ble Sir B. L. Mitter, who I know has a twit heart, 
and I hope and trust that he will do his utmost to get Government to 
agree to give some relief to these people, whether of a temporary or 
a permanent nature, whichever might be possible. With these words 
I sufjjKirt the resolution. 

Mailivi RAJIB UDDIN TARAFDER spoke in Bengali: The follow- 
ing is an English translation of his speech. 

1 heg to extend my whole-hearted supiwrt to this resolution because 
I find there is no other class of Government officers who are so miser- 
able as these typists and copyists are. These typists and copyists have 
got no leave, no jjension and nothing of the kind although they 
are Government servants and have to work hard from morning till even- 
ing with no less responsibility on their heads. 1 am really pained to 
say that the holidays are jiositive bug-liear on the part of the typists 
and the cojiyists. They are not entitled to get a farthing during the 
period when offices are closed which extended over three months or so 
in a year. Besides that, the income of these people during sickness 
is blank. During simple sickness they attend office for fearing of 
starvation wdth whole family. They work hard during sickne.ss and 
die soon and when they die, they leave their fainilv quite destitute. 

In this connection I beg to mention that there was a time when 
Sul>-llegi.strarH hud to be paid by fees, Nazir’s remuneration was 
similarly paid, but they have nseived consideration, while the hard 
lot of the j)oor typists and »’opyists remain uncKanged. Their Iwrd- 
ships the Hon’hle Judges of the (’alcutta High (\>urt are very sympathe- 
tic to the case of these poor copyists and typists as will appear from the 
llegistrar’s General Letter No. <S, dated the 23rd June, 11)31; resolu- 
tions after resolutions are pas.siug in this Council since the year 1921 
for ])lacing tlie.se typists and iopyi.sts on a salaried basis and Gov- 
ornment al.so admit that they have a good case, but unfortunately 
nothing substantial has been done for them as yet. Fnder these 
circumstances, 1 am particularly at a loss to account for the justifica- 
tion of the sudden issue of Genenil Letter No. 11, dated the 12th 
April, 1935, asking the typists and copyists to retire at the completion 
of the age of 60 years without making any provision for them after 
retirement. 

Upon these grounds I cannot hut lend my whole-hearted support 
to the resolution and appeal to the House to give unanimous support 
to it for the sake of justice. 

Tilt Htn’Mt iir BROMNDRA LAL HITTER: 1 have considerable 
aynipatKy with the object of the reeolution. The copyists and typists 
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of aad criminal courts form a devoted band of public servants 

wlioe©.;wmuneration is in many cases not adeijuate to the labour which 
they beetow on their work. The policy of Government has for a long 
time been to work up to the remuneration of Rs. 40 in the case of 
copyists and Rs. 65 in the ease of typists. In some eases, not in all, 
this limit has not been reached. The remuneration we have been aim- 
ing at is difficult to achieve partly because of the very large number of 
people employed. In order to meet that situation we recommended to 
the High Court, that no new appointment should be made to fill up 
vacanoies until the prescribed standard was reached. Further, the 
High Court has recenHy made an order to the effect that the rule of 
retirement at 60 should apply to all copyists and typists now in 
service. These two steps — that is the stoppage of further recruitment 
and compulsory retirement at GO — should go some way to reach the 
standard we have in view. As regards provident fund Government 
contribute nearly 5 per cent., or 4 11/lGth per cent, to be exact, 
of a subscriber’s emoluments, which of ('oiirse carries the usual interest. 
jSo doubt, if Government increase this contribution, that will go 
to some extent in relieving the lot of these men ; but then the provi- 
dent fund w'ill not be available to fliem now, .so that no immediate 
relief can come merely by raising Government’s share of contribution. 
Sir, here I want to correct a mistake that \mis made by sevcual speakers 
that the increase of one anna per folio was made in order to remunerate 
the copyists and typists. That is not so. 

Mauivi 8YED MAiilD BAK8H: That is the an.swer given by the 
Hon’ble Finance Member. 

Tba Hon’ble 8ir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: No, that was not 
the answer. The increase was made for the benefit of the general 
revenues and not for iwyment to the copyists and typists. It was to 
enable the Government to contribute out of the general revcmnes their 
quota to the provident fund that this increa.so was made. 

As regards jilacing these men on a salaried basis, a calculation 
was made and it was found that it would involve an exfienditure of 
Rs. 5,30,000 a year, which in the present concirtion of our finances is 
not a practical prop(»sition. Ilut in so far as the other suggestions that 
have been made during the course of the delmte to-<lay are concerned, 
1} have made a note of them, that is to say, expedition fees, the sug- 
gestion for a possible increase of Government contribution to the pro- 
irid^i fund, and limiting the number of these officers in particular 
districts. These suggestions will receive cnreftJ consideration and 
H it be possft)le to give relief we shall certainly make an attempt to do 
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•a. All that I can now say is that in the jiresent financial con^itiGn 
of the province it is impossible to give any hope of any large expendi- 
ture on this head, but if within reasonable bounds it be possible to give 
relief to these men, I shall do my best to secure it. 

In view of the assurance that I am giving, namely, that I shall 
take up the matter and see that every possible step is taken to meet 
the grievances, I hope the mover will see his way to withdraw his 
resolution. 

Balm KHETTER MOHAN RAY: In view of this assurance, I beg 
leave of the Council to withdraw my resolution. 

The resolution was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Council now 
stands adjourned till 3 p.m. on the 22nd August. 


Adjoummant. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.in. on Thursday, the 22nd 
August, 1935, at the Council Ilouse, Calcutta. 
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plo|ipdiiifi of the Beafal Legislative CoimcU assembled uadei 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Thb Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calouita, on Thursday, the 22nd August, 1935, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the Hoirile Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chowdiiury, of Santosh) in tlie Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of the 
Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and 90 nominated and 
elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Ulipur Bsncfar in Cossimbazar Raj Wards Estate in Rangpur. 

*61. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that the Ulipur hamlar close to the principal cutvhery of the 
Cossimbazar Raj Estate in police-station Ulipur, Rangpur, 
under the administration of the Court of Wards is an imjx)r- 
tant hamhir with considerable income to the estate; 

(it) that the aforesaid bandar is in a very insanitary condition 
hedged in with insanitary ditches, khah, doha* which form 
bree<ling grounds of anopheles mos(|uiloes; and 

(ill) that there is no arrangement for drinking water in the afore- 
said bandar under the management of the Court of Wards? 

(6) Are the Government considering the desirability of redressing 
the aforesaid grievances? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that two haU a week and a daily 
hazar are held in the bandar regularly? 

MEMBER In ctivgg of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tho Honlilo 
Sir Brojondn L«l Mittor): (a) (i) Yes. 
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(ii) No. There is, however, an old tank to the north and a ditch 
♦o the south of the bandar along the District Board Hoad. The ques- 
tion of improvement of the tank and of the filling up of the ditch, which 
involves heavy expenditure, is under the consideration of the estate 
authorities. 

(Hi) No. There are three wells and one tube-well and the sinking 
of another well is under consideration. 

(h) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes. 


Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: With reference to answer (a) (m), will 
the ITon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the three wells 
mentioned there are masonry wells or Jcutcba wells? 


The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I ask for notice. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the lion hie Member be pleased 
to state whether the three wells and the one tube-well are the property 
of private individuals or of the court of wards? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I ask for notice. 

Politiii^y prisoners in the Andamans. 

*62. Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the noiride Member 
in charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(o) what is the luimln'r of political prisoners in the Andamans 
from Bengal at pre.sent ; 

(b) whether any deaths have occurred among.st such prisoners; 

and 

(c) how’ often the friends and relatives of the pri.sonera are allowed 

to interview the latter? 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Honlile 
Mr. R. N. Reid): (a) There are at present 240 prisoners in the Andamans 
from Bengal, who have been convicted of offences connected with 
terrorism. 

(5) Yes, two in May, 1933. 

(c) Once in three months. 
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IM BilMMter SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: What were the rauee* 

of ^ two deaths in May, 1933? 


Tll§ Hoil*bkl Mft R« N« RE IDs I ask for notice of that question r 


Sottlemofit operation in Midnipore. 

* 63 b Ufa Ra MAITIS (a) ill the Hoirble Meinln*!* in charge of 
the Bevenue Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether it is a fact that the settlement o|>eration which is now 
going on in the district of Midna()ore was originally under- 
taken for the purposes of settling rents in the khas mahal 
areas of the district under Part II, Chai>ter X of the Ilengal 
Tenancy Act ; and 

(it) whether, during the continuance of such ojieration in the 
aforesaid areas, the Government has ordered thi^ survey of 
the villages of permanently-settled estates lying in the 
neighbourhood of khas m^hal areas? 

(b) If the an.swer to (a) (n) is in the affirmative, what was the 
occasion c/r necessity for doing so and who shall be made to pay the 
costs of the survey of the villages of the permanently-settleil estates? 

(c) Is it in the <’ontemplation of Government to levy any jmrtion of 
the cost of survey of the said villages upon the tenants and zrmittdarn of 
these villages? Ff so, under w’hat authority? 

(d) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to stati* — 

(i) whether in ordering the survey of the lands in khan imhal 
areas the Government have considered the exjiediency or 
desinibility of settling the rents of every class of tenants in 
the khan mahal areas of the Midnapire district after fully 
considering the present economic crisis of the country result- 
ing in heavy fall in the prices of the agricultural crops; and 

(n) whether it is a fact that the Revenue Officer appointed for the 
purjioses of settling rents of the tenants of tBe aforesaid 
areas has prepared and published a table of rates in the local 
areas proposing enhancement of three annas in the ruj)ee in 
the case of the occujjuncy raiyats and different kinds of 
enhancement in the case of other classes of holdings? 

(e) If the answer to (d) (it) is in the affirmative, on what basis or 
materials did the Revenue Officer proceed to prc^)ose a table of ratee 
for enhancement of rents payable in respect of different kinds of 

hndsf 
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If) 1§ the Hon’ble Member aware of a feeling of great panic 
amongst the people in the locality owing to the aforesaid table of rates 
liaving been published in the said area? 

(g) Are the Government considering the desirability of stopping 
settlement of rents of tenants of every class and suspending the pro- 
posed enhancement of rents of all classes of tenants of the aforesaid 
area till the economic crisis is over and the prices of the agricultural 
crops reach their former level? 

The Hofi’Me Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: {a) (/) Yes. The 
resettlement was due in 1931. 

(ii) Government have only addetl the areas covered by nisfiSf sadar 
mahah and hahalis which are surrounded by the khas mnhah under 
the operation. 

(b) There were innumerable discrepancies in the boundaries with 
attendant disputes. To settle these and correct the maps and records 
these areas which are inextricably mixed up with the hhas mahah were 
included in the operation. 

(c) Yes, from the proprietors, tenure-holders and other tenants in 
hahalh^ sadar mahah and 7}isfis under section 114, Bengal Tenancy 
Act. 

(d) (i) Yei. 

{it) No “table of rates” has l>een pre]>ared as the enhancement 
proposed is under section 32, Bengal Tenancy Act. The original pro- 
jmsal to enhance by 3 annas jhm* ruptu' has been reduced to 2 annas 
6 pies in some areas and 1 anna 0 pies in other areas acc ording to the 
advantages of the particular localities. 

(c) By a comparison of the price of staple food crops in the two 
dec’cnnial |)eriods (a) prior to the last settlement and (h) prior to the 
pi'esent oj)eration, as reciuired by section 32, Bengal Tenancy Act. 

(/) Government are not aware of any feeling of i^anie among thf 
people of the locality, 

(tj) No, ns prices are already rising. 


Malarift in Waet Btmgnl. 


*64. Rii Bahadur SATYA KINKAR SAHARA: (a) Is 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Tjocal Self-Government Department 
aware— 

T 

(f) that owing to the obstruction of tbe waterways, West Bengal, 
wbieb wasf formerly a healthy place, has become very 
malarious; and 
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tKat the deterioration of agriculture due to the deterioration 
* of waterways and the deterioration of the health of labour, 
has brought in deterioration in the financial condition of the 
people who mainly de])eud on the land for their livelihood ? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state — 

(f) what steps, if any, have the (lovernment taken <n* Wen con- 
templating to take for the improvement of Wt'st Bengal; 
(ii) what is the amount of (juiiiine that the Government has released 
for free distribution in the province in 10H5; and 
(m) what amount of the (piiuine sanctioned by Government for free 
distribution has Wen allotted to the districts of ITooghly, 
Burdwan, Bankura, Birhhum and Midnapore, rpsi>ertively ? 


MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon'bie Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): {a) (i) Experts are 
inclined to take the view that there is a close relation between the incid- 
ence of malaria and obstruction of waterways in Western Bengal. 

(ii) Deterioration of agriculture in this area cannot be attributed 
directly to any deterioration in the waterways, though it is a fact that 
the increase in malaria has afft'cted the health of agriculturists. Gov- 
ernment do not subscribe to the view that the finuiirial condition of 
the })eople defx'ndent on agriculture in Western Bengal has permanently 
deteriorated. The j)reHent (H'onomic distress is due to the fall in the 
price of agricultural produce. 

{h) (?) The attention of the member is invited to the Bural 
Development Commissioner’s note of March, ltK15, which was c irculated 
to members of the Council in connection with the Bengal Development 
Bill, 19t35. The note refers to certain schemes which it may be pcwsible 
to take up under the provisions of the Bill for the improvement of 
decadent areas in Western Bengal. 

A contour survey has already Wen undertaken by Government with 
a view to prepare flushing sc hemes in the area Wtween the Damodnr 
and the Hooghly. 

(«) Rupees 1,20,0(K» was allotted for free distribution of cpiinine 
fn 1934-35; a sum of Rs. 1,80,000 has lieen provided in the current 
budget for the same purpose, and allotments will W made as 
aoon as definite proposals from the Director of Public Health are 
^yeceived. 

(nV) A statement showing the allotments made to the five districts 
mentioned in 1934-35, is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause {h)(iii) of starred question 

No, 64. 



Quinine in 
pounds. 

Cinchona in 
pounds. 

Total cost. 

Rs. A. 

Hooghly 

... no 

215 

5,238 

11 

Burdwan 

... 333 

276 

8,236 

0 

Bankura 

... 69 

llOi 

2,270 

8 

Birbhum 

... 46i 

126i 

2,147 

12 

Midnapore 

... 256 

118 

5,624 

7 


Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA: Will the Hon'ble 
Minister be pleased to stute, in view of the statement that Bankura 
has got the least amount of quinine for free distribution, if the inci- 
dence of malaria in that district is the lowest in West Bengal? 

The Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It may not be so, 

Sir. Distribution of (piinine is made on the amount spent by a district 
board on (luinine. 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY: Will the Hon ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether (Government agrees with the views expressed 
.by the experts? 

The Hon’bleSir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (Government must 
be guided by their experts in matters like these. 


Flood in Kurigram. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: {n) Is the Hon'ble Member in 
charge of the Hevenue Department aware that the entire area of police- 
station Buhumari and {Hirtions of the riparian areas in other police- 
stations of Kurigram have been inundated? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the offinnative, wdll the Hon*bIe 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(f) what is the extent of the affected areas; and 

(it) what is the extent of damages done to the crops in these areas'' 
giving the figures against the name of each thana 
individually? 
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^ 0) What sort of relief, if aay, have the Government rendered to 
the sfficted people up till now P 


(d) What sort of relief do the Government propose giving to the 
affected people in the near future ? 

(e) Will the Hon* hie Member be pleased to state — 

(i) when the flood commenced; 

(it) when was the police re|K)rt obtained for the first time by the 
executive ofticers of the locality; and 

(Hi) whether any resix)nsible officer has visited the areas since then P 


The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (n) Yes. 

(b) A statement is laid on the table. 

(c) Government have sanctioned a j^rant of Its. [)0,(HH) for distri- 
bution as agricultural loans in the district and out of this amount the 
Collector has allotted Hs. 10,0tH) to the Kurigram subdivision. 

(d) At present no further relief .Meenis necessary. The aus crop 
has not totally failed and the prosjiects of amon crop are fair. The 
situation is being closely watched by the local oflicers and Government 
will give full consideration to any recommendation for further relief 
received from them. 

(c)(i) The flood commenced in June, 1935. 

(it) In the .same month. 

(iVf) Yes. 'fhe affected areas have been vi.site«l by three Sub- 
Deputy Collectors and an Ins[>ector of CV)-oi)erative Societies. The 
Subdivisional OfKcer has also visited the affected areas in police-station 
Ulipur. 


Statement referred to in the ansver to starred quextion No. tj6(h). 

(i) An area of about 140 square miles is affected. 

(if) The extent of damage done to crops is us follows: — 
Rahumari thana — 6 annas, 

Ulipur thana — 4 annas. 

Kurigram thana — 4 annas. 

Nageswari thana — 4 annas. 

Chilmari thana — 4 annas. 
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Ktti EMDADUL HOQUE: In view of tke fact that thei^ has beiia 
a failure of aus crop, as mentioned in answer (i), will the Government 
he pleased to state whether the report of the damage done in statement 
(it) is correct? 

Th« Hon’bla Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: In the statement, 
the damage done to crops is stated, and not that to the aus crop. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Is ihe Hon’hle Menil>er aware that on 
account of want of rains at the right time, transplantation of aman 
crop could not he done properly? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Transplantation 
W'as impeded to a certain extent, hut not prevented. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: With refereniT to answer (e) (Hi), will 
the Hon’hle Mernher he pleased to state when the officers mentioned 
visited the locality? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I ask for notice. 


Retirement of Mr. B. K. Sen, M.A., I.E.S. 

^66. Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERJI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ hie Minister in charge of the Education l)e])artment he pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that (lovernment orders tor the compulsory 
premature retirement of Mr. 11, K. Sen, m.a., i.k.s., Oiticiating Vrincipal, 
Dacca Intermediate (\)llege, have been issued? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the attirmative, will the llon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state under what regulations this procedure has 
been adopted? 

(c) What are the reasons for which Government have thought fit to 
comjiel him to retire seven years before normal age of su j>e ran n nation? 

{(I) Will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased to state — 

(<) w'hether the reasons for which sinh a step has been taken 
against this gentleman were communicated to him; and 

(*i) whether he was given an opportunity to defend himself before 
the decision to retire him was taken by Government? 

(e) If action against him has been taken under article 465-A, 
Note I of the Oiril Service Regulations, will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what public interest has been served by his compulsory 
premature retirement? 
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(/) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
€k>Terittbig Body of the Collegre was consulted before action was taken 
againet him? 


MIMISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
NonIRe Khan Bahadur M. Aziiut Haque): (o) and (h) Government 
have issued orders for his retirement in exercise of their discretion 
under article 465-A of the Civil Serxice Regulations. 

(r) It was considered in the public interest that he should retire. 

(d) {t) He was informed generally of the reasons. 

{it) lie was given an opportunity of representing his case against 
retirement. 

(e) Government are not prepared to give their reasons in any 
detail. 

(/) The Governing Body were not consulted. 


Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Is it a fact that this gentle* 
man, Mr. B. K. Sen, has been officiating in tlie Indian Kducational 
Service for the last 14 years? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Yes. he was 
ofiiciating for a pretty long period. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Is it not a fact that gentle* 
men witli exceptionally high (lualificntions are promoted from the 
Bengal Kdueati(»nal Service to the Indian Kducational Service? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: always. Sir. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Aic they sometimes promot- 
ed on account of their inefficieru’V ? 


The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: It was not a 

question of promot;<»n. It was tlie question of making an officiating 
arrangement. This depends on the exigency of the case, and merit is 
not the point for consideration, 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Is it a fact that he has been 
officiating for more than 12 years? 

The HonlMe Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Yes. 

BMW dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Was his efficiency or com- 
petency ever questioned? 
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Th# Hon’bl* Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I consider that 
in the interest of the gentleman himself these questions should not be 
put. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, we are very thankful to 
the Hon’ble Minister for his solicitude for the gentleman, but in the 
interest of the public service, I put these questions, and he is bound 
to answer. During this period of 12 years during which he had been 
officiating in the Indian Educational Seiwice, was liis efficiency and 
power of maintaining discipline or his competency generally questioned 
by the department? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, the question 
did not arise at all, because the whole question of the officiating arrange- 
ment was a mere accident. The question of filling the post in the new 
scale of Bengal Educational Service was not dealt with, and the gentle- 
man stepped into a vacancy caused by the death of a permanent incum- 
bent in the Indian Educational Service. The arrangement was a purely 
temporary one, and subsecpieiitly the (piestion of a permanent arrange- 
ment arose. 

Babu illTENDRALAL BANNERilEE: Is it possible that he was 
permitted to officiate unless he had been found competent for the job? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: In making offi- 
ciating and temporary arrangement^, the main consideration is to see 
that the other arrangements are not disturbed. The que‘<tion of com- 
petency did not arise. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Are we to suppose, Sir, that 
during these 12 years, Governnient had no leisure to enquire into the 
question of competency or otherwi.se of this gentleman? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: The question of 
competency was not the point for consideration. The question was to 
make the appointment subsequently in the new’ grade of the Provincial 
Higher Service. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: M ith reference to (d) (i), 
will the Hon’hle Minister tell us whether the gentleman was ever 
informed of the specific charges made against him? 

The Hon’ble Khen Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: The qneetiaD 

of specific charges did not arise i,n this case. 
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Billi illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE* Are ve to suppose that 
there no specific charges against this gentieuian? 

Tlw Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: The 4 iu stion was 
taken np as to whether this man should he pnonoted to grade 1 or not, 
and Government came to a <‘ertain decision in accordance with (he rules 
by which they are entitled to retire an officer after a certain perio<l of 
service, and Government exercised the pow^r they had under the rules. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Who is the rresident of the 
Governing Body? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: The Comm i 8- 
eioner of the Division. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Was the Commissioner of 
the Division in his capacity as the Pi’esident of the Governing Body 
and individually consulted ns regards the experience and competency 
of this gentleman? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: These questions 
are never brought before the notice of the Commissioners. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: The Honble Minister 
purposely misundei'stands my question. I ask him whether (he Com- 
missioner in his capacity as the President of (he (ioverning Body and 
individually was consulted? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I have already 
answered the (piestion, Sir, and it is not my fault if my friend deli- 
berately misundei'stood me. IVesidents of Governing Bodies are never 
consulted in such matters. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Will the lion ble Minister 
be pleased to .state how many such officiating appointments still exist? 

The Hen’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I ask for notice 
of the question. 


Banitarium for tuberouloua patients. 

*87. Mr. 8. M. B08E: Will the Hon’ble Member in charge of the 
Revenue Defwirtment be pleased to .state — 

(t) what progress has lieen made in the establiahment of a sani- 
tarium for tuberculous patients at Kalimpong; 
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Hi) whether euch a proposal involved any danger to the inhebi* 
tants of Kalimpong; 

(til) whether Kalimpong is a suitable place for the establishment 
of such a sanitarium; and 

(iv) whether expert medical opinion has been or is being obtained 
as to the suitability of Kalimpong for such a sanitarium P 

The Hon'ble Sir BROjkNDRA LAL MITTER: (i) The proposal 

for the establishment of a sanitarium for tuberculous patients at 
Kalimix)ng has been examined by an informal committee composed of 
medical men. The re|X)rt of the committee has been received and is 
under the consideration of (iovernment. 

(it) The opinion of experts is that the danger to the health of 
Kalimpong involved in the proposal can be averted without much 
difficulty. 

(in) It is the opinion of the committee that Kalimix)ng satisfies 
all the requirements for a sanitarium for tuberculous patients. 

(tv) Further exi)ert medical opinion on the various aspects of the 
proposal is being obtained. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Western Filins. 

36. 8ETH HUNUMAN PR06AD PODDAR; {a) Is the Honble 
Member in charge of the Political Department aware — 

(i) that there is a strong agitation in Calcutta against the exhibi- 

tion of some of the Western films which ha^e indecent 
actions and speeches interposed; and 

(ii) that there are films w'hich are indecent in paits only and not 

throughout P 

(b) Have the Government considered the question of the demoral- 
ising effect of the exhibition of such indecent films on the public taste 
and on the thousands of young persons of both the sexes who frequent 
the cinema houses? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions to the Board of Censors to be more strict in regard to the 
granting of permission to the Western films? 

Tht HonHila Mr. R. N. REID: (o) (t) Government are not aware 
of any strong agitation on the subject. 
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but the indecent parts are drastically cut before oertifica- 
tMm III the Board of Film Censors. 

(b)Ye8. 

(0) Government have no reason to be dissatisfied with the standard 
censorship applied by the Board. 

Rii BahMlyr RAM DEV CHOKHANY: What is the criterion of 
^ Government that an agitation is a “strong agitation” ^ 


The Hon^^We Mrs R« N. REIDs I think that is a question of which 
I should require a notice. 


Ral Bahadur RAM DEV CHOKHANY: Is the Government aware 
that a pubic meeting was held under the pi*esidency of the liord Bishop 
of Cab'utta which was duly reported in the Amrita Ih^ar Patrika and 
others? 

The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: The lloirble Member hos not inform- 
ed us what was the subject of the largely-attended meeting. 


Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Did not the Intelligence Gllicers 
of Government rejjoit the proceedings of the meeting? 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Xo, Sir; not of a meeting at which 
the Bishop was present. 


Muslima in Court of Wards Estates. 

87. Khan Bahadur Maulvi HA8HEM ALI KHAN: Will tho 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Ilevenue Department lie (deased to 
lay on the table a statement showing for the present — 

(r) the numlier of estates under the management of the Court of 
Wards in Bengal; and 

{it) the percentage of the Muslim employees therein as compared 
with those of the other communities? 

The Hon’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTERi (i) and (it) The 
member is referred to the answer given to starred question No. 40 
asked by Maulvi Syed Osman Haidar Chaudhuri during the present 
•essioD. 



m 


SPECIAL MfWH’ON." 


jfinj Axto., 


3S. Maidvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: Will the Kon’Ua 

Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to laf on 
the thble a statement showing — 

(t) the present numljer of estates in Bengal under the manage- 
ment of the Court of Wards; and 

{ii) the percentage of the Muslim employees therein as compared 
with other communities? 

The Hon’Me Sir BftOJENDRA LAL MITTER: (i) and (ii) The 
member is referred to the answer given to starred question No. 40 
asked by Maiilvi Syed Osman Haidar Chaudhuri during the present ^ 
session. 


39. Mauivi MUHAMMAD HOSSAIN: Will the Hon ble Member 
in charge of the Revenue Department lie pleased to lay on the table 
a statement showing for the present — 

(i) the number of estates under the management of the Court of 
Wards in Bengal; and 

(Ii) the percentage of the Muslim employees therein as compared 
with those of the other communities? 


The Honn»le Sir BROJEHDRA LAL MITTER: (/) and (ii) The 

member is referred to the answ'er given to starred question No. 40 
asked by Mauivi Syed Osman Haidar Chaudhuri during the present 
session. 


BPECIAL MOTION ON THE GRANT FOR RURAL UPLIFT. 

(DiscusNion on the s|>ecial motion was resumed.') 

BabU illTENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, I beg to move by way 
of amendment that — 

(t) after the words '‘recommends to the Government that” the 
following words be inserted, namely; — 

“instead of frittering away the money available for the 
fmtpose upon a dosen schemes of varying degrees of 
utility,** and 
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(ft) >11 words after the words ‘Vhemes of rural uplift*’ be omitted 
and in their place the following be substituted, namely: — 

"‘be distributed among the different districts of the province 
upon a combined basis of area, population and kM‘al 
needs, and that the sum allotted to each district l>e 
devoted exclusively to some one or at most some two of 
the crying needs of the locality for rural uplift, the 
said needs to be determined by tlie (iovernment in 
(‘onsultation with the local self-governing Innlies of 
the district.” 

Sir, it will be (juite evident that this amendment has not Iwn 
couched in a petty and factious spirit of opposition or criticism for 
the mere sake of opposition and criticism. I offer to the (lovernment 
an alternative basi.s for distribution. Tf it is fouml on mature con- 
sideration that this alternative .suggestion is unacieptable, I shall not 
be hurt if the amendment is rejected; on the tdher hand, if, after »lis- 
cussion, it is found that the proposals of the (hivernment aie not (juite 
80 acceptable as my amendment, then, 1 hope, (tovernment will md be 
hurt, if their re.scdution is rejected. 

Sir, this problem of rural uplift is so large, so many-sided, and 
also of fiuch immediate and urgent concern t(» all of us that in this 
matter, (iovcrnment and the House may well po(d their resources 
together, and devote themselves to a searching and disjiassionnte exami- 
nation of the problem, and it is for the purpose of staiting siK'h a 
searching and dispassionate examination that I beg to move this 
amendment to-day. 

Sir, the whole j)r(d>lem can be put in a nutshell. The Legislative 
Assembly has voted for the (iovernmeiit of India a sum of om* crore 
of rupees. The Government of India is distributing this amount among 
the different provin(*es, and so far a.s Bengal is (Nmcerned, a sum of 
Us. Hi lakhs has been allotted to our share; and the question now' is, 
shall we dissipate the amount among a nnniber of objects of varying 
degrees of utility or shall we concentrate it upon some crying and 
paramount need of the Province? So far as I am concerned, that 
seems to be the only point for discu.ssion before us: hut in arriving at 
a clear ilecision on the question, it will be necessary for us to bear in 
mind the three inevitable conditions of the problem. The first is that 
the amount at our disposal is by no means large. So far ns the total 
amount at the disposal of the Government of India is concerned, that 
itself is by no means large. One crore of nipees to be distributed 
among 20 crores of men — that works out at the magnificent figure of 
3 pice per head. And so far as Bengal is concerned, the }>osition is 
still worse; because here we have to distribute 16 lakhs amongst a 
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population of 500 lakhs which works out at the mte of 2 pice per 
head. Two pice worth of rural uplift per head! This is not exactly 
a tiling to enthuse over; and, therefore, it becomes all the more 
imperative for us that every ounce of the money we may get should be 
well conserved, that we should trj' to wring out of it the maximum 
advantage thot we can. 


The amount at our disposal is by no means large, and the second 
condition of the problem is that this amount is not likely to be a 
recurring one. The Government of India has insisted again and again 
that the grant should not be treated as a recurring one; and from 
our general ac(|uaintance with the political situation also, the proba- 
bilities are more in favour of the fact that it will not be repeated. 
From next ypjir onwards Government is not likely to have any super- ^ 
Huous money at its disposal. Moreover, they will have new' claimants 
upon their resources. There will be the claims of the new’ provinces 
of Sind and Orissa, of the deficit province of Assam, and if I am per- 
mitted to add here, tlie claims of the deficit proviru’e of Bengali also. 

In view (»f these multiple demands, it does not seem likely that the 
Government will be able to repeat their generous otter next year or in 
any subse(pient ywir. The third condition of the problem is this: — 
the grant being so small, and there being so little chance of its being 
repeateil, it is but common sense, it is but ordinary prudence, that it 
should be so utilixed that it may leave an abiding impression upon the 
minds of people. 


Bearing these three conditions of the problem in mind. 1 shall now^ 
pro(‘eed to an examination of the suggestions that I have made, and 
after that I shall examine the proposals which the (luvemment have 
made. My proposal, as distinct from the proposals of the Government, 
is that the money should be distributed, district by distri< t, upon a 
territorial basis; and then within etich district or within each group 
of districts, it should lie devoted to the carrying out of some one 
primary object so that a lasting impression may l)e made upon the 
public mind. There are 25 districts in Bengal among which the 
money is to he <listributed. On an average, this would work out at the 
rate of (14, (KM) nijiees per district. But these districts differ from one 
another in point of area, iu point of population, and also in point of 
urgency of local problems. In either ca.se, however, it does not seem 
likely that any district will have more than Us. 75, (KK) or less than 
Us. {)(),(HK). Now, let us enquire w’hat can lie achieved with this 
modest sum of Us. 50,000 to Rs. 75,000. I have said already that the 
different dtHtricie . differ in the urgency of their problems. In one 
district, the primaf’y need may be extended communications; in another, 
the primary neeil may be water-supply; in another the primary need 
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may ha the eradication of the pest of malaria; in still another, it may 
be th# madication of kala-aaar; and in some other, people may want to 
concetidrate upon the improvement of cattle and fodder — . 

BilNi AMULYADHAN RAY: What about "arater-hyacinthP 

BMhi dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: Yes, you will deal with that 
when your turn comes, but do not disturb me now. In still another 
district, as Babu Amulyadhan Ray says, the problem may be the 
eradication of w^uter-hyacinth — <liflferent problems to which the people 
would like to devote theiuHelves with some chance of produciiijif u <lefiuite 
and lasting impression. With lla. 5t),(K)0 or Rs. 7o,tMM), at your dis- 
posal, much mif?hl be done in any one particular direction. Take the 
case of communications. With Rs. 50,0t)0. you could have 15(1 miles 
of excellent kutrha roads or ten miles of tnlenihly jfood purrn roads, 
ao that at the end of the year people may look rouinl and say — we 
have somethinjr in return for the bounty of the Government — some- 
thin^i: to show, somethinjr to use, something: wdiich will permanently 
endure. But I am told that communications an* a hujrhear to the 
(ioverument. Let me pass on to tlie question of water-suppl\ . With 
R.s. r>0,(MW), you ( an have *11)0 tuhe-wells in a district. That a^rain is suHi- 
cient to mak(‘ a permanent impression, a definite and lastinjf impressiou 
npon the minds of men. So also i*. the (use with malaria. With 
R.s. ')(),(MK1 devoted to anti-malarial work, you cun riMiiove malaria 
completely in the course of a year . 

Rai Bahadur Dr. HARIDHAN DUTY: Impossible. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: The Rai Bahadur is out of 
date so far as his knowledffe of anti-malarial measures is concerned. 
He thinks only in terms of (|uinine; hut mere (juinine will not do. 
The anti-pistia work, in which the Health DefMirtments of some of the 
districts are now' enpaKc<L has yielded definite and very encoura)^in#f 
results, and it may he tried extensively at a very small cost. 

Let me now examine some of the different propiosals W'hich the* 
Government has made, and w'hether these are likely to secure any 
permanent or endurinjf benefit to (he peojde of the country — benefit 
which can he immediately felt and touched, as it were. Take first the^ 
case of the Education Department. The Fkiuention Department pro- 
poses to devote Rs. 1,8(1,000 for providinj^ school play-fjrrounds, village* 
play-grounds, village libraries, and village halls. At present, the 
proposal is — unless the Hon’ hie Minister is prepared to contradict me^ — 
at present the proposal is that each subdivision will have one village 
ball and one play-ground. The hall will cost Rs. 1,000, and the play- 
ground Rs. 750 — that is, Rs. 1,760 for one village haU and one play- 
ground. Now, there are one hundred subdivisions in Bengal; and the 
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retttilt will be that out of the total sum of Rs. 1,80,000,' Bs. 1,75,000 
will be spent, simply for the purpose of providing one village hall and 
one village play-ground in each subdivision. For rural libraries and 
play-grounds and for the starting of agricultural classes in high 
schools— for all these purposes, we shall have only the magnificent 
sum of Its. 5,000 left. Sir, the Hon^ble Minister must be a miracle 
worker, if he really expects to do anything in these directions with the 
help of Bs. 5,000^only. 

Ud me now pass on to Jjocal Helf-Government. They have got 
Bs. d, 50, 000; and the department proposes to spend half of this amount 
in establishing union board dispensaries, and the other half on waler- 
supply. So far as the dispensaries are concerned, it will be a mistake 
(o confine the bounty of the Government to union board dispensaries 
alone. Sir, there are very few dispensaries in Bengal, which can really 
he called union board dispensaries. Few union boards in Bengal are 
in a position to maintain a dispensary by their unaided resources. To 
have a dispensiiry, they must combine together and even then they 
have to depend ujxiii the liberal assistance from the district hoard and 
from Government. Turning from that i>oint, howeyer, you can build 
87 dispensaries out of this sum of Bs. 1,75,000, and that is the con- 
templation of Government. But these 87 or 88 dispensaries will require 
a recurring grant from the Government of Bs. 2^,000 per annum. Is 
the Government prepared to provide this amount':' Otherwise, what is 
the good of starting these dispensaries I*' An annual sum of Bs. 22,000 
must come from the Government, or the dispensaries cannot bp conti- 
nued; uiid anotiier annual sum of Bs. 22,000 must come from the 
district hoards or they <*aniiot he iiiainlained, hecaUNp on an average 
n disfieiisary costs Bs. 50(t a year, and no union board or combincttion 
of union bojirds can spare (bis sum of Bs. 500 per annum. 

So far us rural water-supply is concerned, how much can you ex- 
pect to do with Bs. ],75,(MK)*' Will it not disappear like a drop in the 
<lesert, so that, at the end of the year, there will he nothing to sliow 
for ity Bs. 1,75, 0(H) works out at the rate (»f Bs. 7,000 per di.strict, 
and with this money you can have only 20 wells at the end of the year 
— 20 wells fcu" the purpose of removing or mitigating water-famine in 
a district. Again 1 must say, a mere driblet in i1k» desert — .so much 
money wasted like a handful of dust ! 

Sir, the fundamental mistake of (he Government seems to be that 
they have proceeded on basis of departmental competition — each 
department wants to make a splasli — and that seems to be the political 
motive underlying this distribution. Bs. 2 lakhs has been given to the 
Education Department, Bs. Oi lakhs to the Local Self-Government 
Department, and Bs. d,9»*1.000 to the Department of Agriculture and 
Industries. My friend the Nawab Sahib always comes out best iu these 
bargains. So far as the Irrigation Department is concerned, they alao 
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seem to have jfot R». 3»S0,000. The only department which has not 
got a look in i« Revenue, perhaps because it is more concerned with* 
income than with expenditure. The only other department which 
seems to have got nothing is Finance; but that does not very much 
mattm, for the Hon’ble Member in charge of that department will 
have the key of the casket in Ins pocket. 

Sir, I would ask this Government, if they do not consider it beneath 
their dignity, to take n leaf out of the book of the neighbouring pro- 
vince of Bihar and Orissa. The Government of Bihar and Orissa have 
got Rs. 12,50,000 and they propose to devote the bulk of it— 11 lakhs 
out of it — to communication and water-supply. I would ask the Bengal 
Government, if it is not too late, to follow the go(»d poli(‘v adopted by 
Bihar and give us something by which they can be remembered, some- 
thing for which the people can be grateful, something whi< li c^m he 
definitely shown and pointed out in return for the money that will he 
spent. With these words T coinmcml my motion to the a<M*eptuiice of 
the House. 

Mfi 8HANTI SHIKHARC8WAR RAY* Sir, I support the 
amendment of my friend. Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee. lie has put his 
case very (‘loquently before the House. What I want to emphasise is 
that Hiis discussion is more or less unreal, because as we have been 
told by the Hon hie the hinance Member, the schemes sttggested by the 
(fo^ eminent of Bengal have been approved by the Government of 
India; and as matters stand there is very little likelihood of there being 
an> deiiartiiie made from the proposals that have been plac'ed before 
the Hoii.se. It is very difficult to understand the position of the 
Goveinment of India in the matter. They have not handed over this 
sum to the (iovernment of Bengal to be sp«»nt according to tfieir own 
discjction or according to the wishes of (he people a.s represented by 
the decisions of the Bengal Legislative (’ouncil. They have kept in 
their own hands the right of ai)pr(»ving or disapproving any schemes 
whnh are to he put before them. I do not know if (he hands of the 
Government of Bengal were in an\ way fettered by the Government of 
India when they jdai ed tin's sum at the hands of tlie Government of 
Bengal. Well, Sir, it the scheme had been drawn up under the instruc- 
tions of the Government of India, I have very little to say because any 
criticism would be irrelevant. That point ought to be made I'h’ur by 
the spokesman on behalf of the Government of Bengal. To my mind, 
Sir, this unexpected generosity on the part of the Government of India 
con be traced to two reasons. One of the reasons may be that they 
want to (Teate an impression among the people of this countr>* that 
Government have some concern for the people of the villages and that 
they want to take an interest in the welfare of the people. Sir, w© 
have heard a lot about the village organisation schemes inaugurated by 
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the Indian National Congresg. This village uplift scheme on the paH 
of the Government of India may be interpreted as a sort of counterblast 
to that proposal. Anyway the idea is there that the Government are 
willing to do some good to the people of this country, especially the 
'lillagers, t.c., the people who live in the rural areas. But there is 
another aspect of the question, and I am inclined to think that that 
also must be in the mind of the Government of India when they sane- 
tioned this grant. Under the coming Reforms when we are going to 
have provincial autonomy the Government of India will have very little 
to do with the nation-building departments in the provinces. Perhaps 
this is an indirect attempt on the part of the Government of India to 
retain some control over the Provincial Governments; by allotting a 
certain sum from their om'ii funds and by earmarking them they may 
claim to have some say in the matter. If they had allotted the whole 
amount to the Government of Bengal, as they often do to different 
Governments, to meet deficit budgets, they would have had no say in 
the matter nor any control over it. From the constitutional point of 
view, this is an attempt on the part of the Government of India to 
interfere with the discretion of a Provincial Government and as such it 
ought to be challenged. Sir, it ought to be made clear to them that if 
they want to help IWincial Governments, they should extend that 
help without making any conditions and thus fettering the discretion of 
the Local Government in such matters directly and the wishes of the 
l>eople indirectly. As matters stand, it is a mere matter of courtesy 
that the Hon hie Sir Jolin Woodhend has placed this matter before this 
House. Sir, the Government of Bengal could easily ignore the Bengal 
Legislative (’oum il and the peo])lp in this matter. But, Sir, that is not 
a satisfactory position. A\ henever there is any e.xpenditure under the 
control of the ^finisters, it is fair that tlie demand should (ome before 
this ( ouncil and the Minister should proceed with the .sam tion of this 
( oiMK'il in any matter of improvement work. However, Sir. under the 
^'xistiiig ( oust it ut ion, the tJoveinment of India are the controlling 
authority, and I «lo not want to emphasise the point any further, but I 
hope the (lovernment nf Bengal will fake this matter up with the Gov- 
<uunnent oi India in order that this may not be treated as a precedent. 


Sir, as regards the amendment of my friend, Mr. J. L. Baunerjee, 
I think the Government will be well advised to accept it. As my friend 
1ms pointeil out, the basic idea ought to be that this grant should be 
utilised in sm h a way that it would make some impre.s.sion in the {mople's 
Jiuml, and 1 believe this was also one of the ideas which promoted the 
Government of India to make this grant. If one or two particular 
objec ts are selec ted and expenditure is concentrated on them, it would 
oreale an impression among the people. If the Government want 
variety, there is room for satisfying that desire in the schemes 
suggested hy my frieiul. Government may try, after getting the 
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opiidon of the local people on different schemes in different districts. 
If ^bere is any particular district which is very keen in the Bratnchari 
moiWinent, there will be no objection to speudinfr money on that 
purpose. If there is a demand in a particular area for radio sets, well 
tliat area can liave them. Rut witliout consulting local opinion and 
without getting the support of the j>eople in such matters to spend 
money on these heads would be sheer — and if I may say — unreasonable 
waste of money. The attitude of the Government should not be like 
that of a man who has suddenly got a huge some of money and does not 
know how to spend it, and all sorts of whims tiash into his mind. This 
proposal of the Government of Bengal to spend lls. lb lakhs on these 
13 projects more or less appears to he that of a person who has not got 
a very definite idea as to what to do with tlie money that has come in 
the nature of a windfall. 


Sir, there is one item, vir., Rs. oO.tKH), for the marketing of jute 
and paddy. I would ask the llon’hle Minister in charge of the depart- 
ment or the Hoiride Sir John AVooilheail to enlighten the House as to 
what the sclieme of Government is — in what way they want to spend 
the money. The (lovernment of Bengal have not placed before this 
Council or before the country any scheme as yet. They have got Us. 1(5 
lakhs and jute is just now in the forefront and the Government have 
allotted Rs. othOOO on the maiketing of jute. It is an important matter 
and fiovernment ought t(j give serious thought ns to whether they 
should i)hoe before the Council and the country a well-considered plan 
of niarkctiiig. I do not know of what help Rs. oOJMM) will be in a 
matt(‘r like tliis. If this is the intention of the Government of Bengal, 
well let them get iui exi)ert from England and pay him Rs. 3,000 a 
month and •^i>eiid the balance on his staff here. But if it is the intention 
of the (loveinment of Bengal to tackle the prol)]ein seriously, they have 
to spend much more money; they have to take more and more steps. 1 
hopt^ in the i onrse of this discu.ssion the lion 'hie Minister in charge of 
the department will he able to throw more light how he is going to 
spend or squander this Rs. 50,(MJ0. As it is, it seems the Government 
of Bengal have got no scheme of their own ns regards this very 
important problem of marketing. 

Sir, it is rather hard to make any suggestion ns regards how this 
money should be spent, because everyone has got his own ideas almiit 
the matter, and I think at this stage very little useful purpose will he 
»en*ed by presenting any scheme for the consideration of (ioverninent. 
However, 1 would like to point out that the scheme that woul<l appeal 
most to the people of this province would be as regards the provision of 
good drinking water in the rural areas. The villagers would understand 
that and with the co-operation of the local people and the local zemindan. 
Government can confer a great benefit upon the people in the rural 
arena, if they undertake to supply this want. I think this scheme is 
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already before Government. I read some time ago that the late Sir 
P. C. Mitter interested himself in this matter, and he promised he 
would take it up, but I do not know why the matter was dropped, and 
I think if the Government of Bengal really wants to do good to the 
country, and really wants to bring happiness to the (ountryside, it 
should devote its attention not on such paper schemes as the Village 
Development Bill, or things of that nature, but concentrate their 
attention on such matters as the question of supplying pure drinking 
water in the rural areas. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERilEE: Sir, being a mere lawyer and knowing 
little of administration, T rise to speak with a certain amount of diffi- 
dence. But, Sir, us a Bengali whose nc(|iiaintance with the conditions 
prevailing in the miifassal has been fairly wide and of long standing, 
as a n»an who has had to knock about the nmfassal the greater part of 
his life, I venture to think that my friend Mr. Kay has put before the 
lIous(» the one scheme w’hich would do immense good to Bengal, and 
at the same time make this tiovernment a really popular one. I am 
speaking of rural water-supply. AVe are all familiar with the tragic 
sight, the tragic spectacle, of the poor Hindu and Aluhammadan women 
of Bengal having to do journeys over half a mile or even a mile just to 
bring a pitcher full of dirty water out of a tank. Anybody who has the 
good of Bengal at heart cannot have been terribly sorry, terribly struck, 
by tliis tragedy wbi< li goes on in <*ur own villages from year’s end to 
year’s end without an\ remedy whatsoever. 

Now, Sir, we know this also that when a tuhe-uell has been 
introduced into a village, it has impro\(*d the health of (In* village in a 
most pei'ce[)t ihle degree witliin a y<‘ar’> time. AAHien water-uorks have 
Imhuj intnaluced into towns that had no water-works, t!u‘> have always 
made a percejitihle improvement in the health of those towns. Take 
Natore as an e\am|)le. Now, Sir, I have l)een to Natore before and 
after the estahlisliine?it of water-works. When one went before the 
estahlisinnent of water-works, it was impos.sible to drink anything 
©xcei>t coconut milk, even the aerated water at Natore was suspect. 
Take a little place like Munshiganj, its health has gone up by leaps and 
bounds, ever since the introduction of filtered water there. Here is a 
want, 4ibout whi(d) we all Hindus and Muhammadans must be agreed 
and we all kj»ow that the one thing that produces a wealthy crop of 
diseases in our village life is the want of got)d drinking water. Now, 
Sir, if the Ministers and the Executive Councillors would be equal to 
a aelf-deuying ordinaiu'e, and could all agree that instead of each having 
something for hi.s department, the whole of this lb lakhs should go to 
the introduction of tube-wells in our villages, Bengal would be m 
different country. I mean to say when you speak of propaganda, 
cannot think of a better propaganda to bring the conviction home to the 
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minct df the people of Beii^il that they live under a benefieent Govern- 
oieniy than by way of introducing tube-wells which Mr, Roy and the 
mover of this amendment have suggested; and I do hope that the 
members of this House, the non-official members also, will have enough 
patriotism, enouj^h strength of mind to deny themselves the pleasure of 
advocating their particular schemes, and will concentrate on this one 
great want of our Bengal village life. If we all did it, I am quite sure, 
if all the elected members, Hindus and Muhammadans, in this House 
were to go into the lobby togetlier and register their definite opinion 
that all the 16 lakhs should be devoted to the supply of good drinking 
water to villages, that would he hound to create an impres.sion not only 
on the (iovernment of Bengal hut also on the Government of India. 
We are always for reading lec tures and reading lessons to members of 
the tTOverninent sitting opposite, hut to-day will he the testing day to 
judge the genuineness, the sincerity, of the non-official memhers of this 
House. If they <‘an rise ecjunl to this hit of self-denial that is demanded 
of them, if they can throw aside all the other amendments tabled here, 
and say with one voice that we will have the whole 16 lakhs devoted to 
expenditure on tuhe-wells throughout Bengal, that — (MAri.vi SvKi) 
MA.iin Haksh : We have tuhe-wells.) Maulvi Majid Baksh has got 
a tuhe-well in hi^ village, leave* him out —that will, 1 am sure, have* the 
desii cd effect on the (fovernment, and (icnernment will find it very, 
very hard to refuse to giv<» effect to such a unanimous voice on the ])art> 
of the non-official memhers of this House- — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is there any motion heioie the House to that 
efiec t y 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: There is no motion to that i*ffect ; 1 am 
speaking on Mr. Bannerjee’s amendment. He has used the words “one 
or two.” I am talking on “one.” 

Now, Sir, the tragedy of it is that we and the (fovornineni do not 
differ in our object. We both w’unt to do g(K>d to Bengal. They want 
to do good to the country as much as the non-official memliers; we have 
no quarrel with them as tar as that goes. But it is all a question of 
each one of the members of (lovernment wanting to save Bengal by 
getting a little money for his own pet scheme. It is obvious that the 
word *‘frittering” used by Mr. Baiinerjee in his amendment would he 
the word to use towards memhers of the Government if they really 
mean to have this money divided up into infinitesimal portions, as the 
proposal of the Hon^de Finnnc'e Member shows. I would ask every 
Minister and every* Member of the (’onncil, every Kecretary sitting 
behind the Hon'ble Minister and Hon’ble Member whether it is not 
their one ipvariable, unanimous experience that the want of Bengal ia 
ih© want of good drinking water. What is the use of your scheme to 
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introduce! <the marketing of jute and paddy? Wkat is the good of 
teaching umbrella-making, if the men to do it are in a broken down 
condition, and have no physical strength to carry on the work? It is 
well known that we in Bengal are physically lees fit than other Indians 
outside Bengal, and one of the reasons why Bengalis are in such a 
chronic state of physical inefficiency is that Bengal does not get decent 
water to drink. The moment you get out of Bengal you get very good 
drinking water; in Behar, in the United Provinces, and other places, 
the water from the wells is very good water to drink; from good water 
you get good health. In Bengal we have a different position. As 
soon as wo get out of Calcutta to a village or to one of the big towns 
which have no water-works we find no water fit to drink. If the 
Ilon’ble Members of the Government would try to drink a little water 
out of ono of these tanks to which these poor women go with pitchers 
under their arms doing a journey of a mile or half a mile to get it, I do 
not think the Government of Bengal would continue to function 


Thi Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD* I have often drunk such 
water. 


Mft B« C§ CHATTERilEE* All that I appeal to you for is that you 
shall not make the poor women and men of Bengal drink that water 
any longer. It is within your power to devote this Hi lakhs to the 
purpose 1 lia\e already mentioned. It will give the poor men and 
women of Bengal a chance for the first time to drink the same sort of 
water that tlie Hon’hle M(‘inher has hern drinking, and tlie Hoirble 
Member will find that diseases wonbi disappear like magic from the 
villages of Bengal. Ont o he introduces good water, what has Imppencd 
in Mnnshiganj, Nature and other places will happen in the villages. 
Gut of Hi lakhs you can make 10,000 tube-walls ami these 10,000 tube- 
wells if distributed wisely, will make a very good show, and for the first 
time Bengal s poor men and women who have nothing to do with 
political agitation, nothing to do with Idhcinlism, Extremism, and 
llevolut ionary Activities, will begin to realise that the Government 
of Bengal is really waking up to the fact of their existence, bemuse 
the (lovcrnment of Bengal have awakened to the necessity of giving 
them good water to drink. At one stroke the Government of 
Bengal will become more popular than it has been for the last iiO or 
40 years. I appeal to everyone. Government officials as well as non- 
officials, to take up this scheme, and to devote their whole energy to 
the advocacy of this scheme to the exclusion of every other rival project. 
If they do so, I have no doubt they will live to bless themselves and 
earn the blessings of the untold millions of their countrymen and^ 
countrywomen whom they all aspire and genuinely mean to serve. For 
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flucfc iervice to-day an instrument has been placed in their hands which 
they ihould not misuse, but in my humble submission use to the best of 
their power. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Is it your intention to make some general 
remarks on the subject, or you want to have a concrete proposal put to 
the House? 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: I ask the House to take up the question 
of supplying good drinking water. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then YOU have to move a short-notice anuMid- 
ment to that effect. 

The Hofl*ble Sir JOHN WOOD HEAD: Am I to understand that he 
wants the whole amount to he spent on tube-wells? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. diatterjee. do you wish to »'oncentn»te 
on tiihe-wells only? 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: Not necessarily on tube-wells. Sir, I 
want tlie amount to be spent on the supply of good, healthy drinking 
water. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please then draw up your amendment 
and let me have it ? 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: All right, Sir 

Mr. PRESIDENT: In the meantime diHctissiuii on the resolution 
may eontinue. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Mr. President, Sir, 1 am sorry I 
cannot support the amendiiient of my friend, Mr. J. L. Hunnerjee, for 
this division of Ks. Hi laklis among the different districts of the pro- 
vince as mentioned in his amendment, nor can I give my whole-hearted 
support to the motion of the 1 1 on’ hie Finance Memher. My reasons 
are these: I am afraid that the schemes, as detailed in the memoran- 
dum, are not happily cho.sen. The (Government had had ample time in 
aubmitting the s< heines and they should have made a deeper study of 
the needs and problems of the villages. 1 admit that K«. 10 lakhs is toi» 
small a sum to finance any co-ordinated scheme for rural construction. 
But a beginning can be made even with these slender resources. As 
the money at our disposal is limited, it is all the more necessary that 
this sum should by no means he diverted to any purpose other than 
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those which may likely be called rural uplift projects. At least this 
was the spirit and sense of the House when the Indian Legislative 
Assembly voted a crore of nipees for rural uplift in different provinces. 
This sum or a great bulk of it should be devoted to training of villagers 
in small cottage industries which will prove sources of subsidiary 
income to the agriculturists. 

It is true that some of the schemes for our province are very nice. 
No one will deny the usefulness of such projects as the establishment of 
seed, paddy and crop demonstration centres, improvement of cattle, 
fodder crops, improvement of poultry, and improved marketing of jute 
and paddy. If rural reconstruction means anything, it means agricul- 
tural improvement — improvement not only in the methods of production 
of the different crops but in their distribution as well. I welcome the 
above proje< ts us these are directed towards this end, and I wish the 
Government had adopted more of such measures. 

One thing which 1 expe<'ted to find prominently figuring in the 
memorandum, hut which is actually not there, is the scheme for co- 
operative training. If the co-operative movement in Bengal has not 
Huccetnled to the extent t4tat < oiild be desired, it is because of the want of 
training in the principles and practice of co-operation amongst the 
workers. This defe< t must needs be immediately remedied. Aiid the 
Go\ernment of B(*ngal .should have been W(dl-advised in including a 
scheme for co-operative training in their rural uplift campaign. 

Industry has not been fairly treated. All that is going to be spent 
over the cottage industries is a small sum of Hs. 4(1,700 tor the 
establishment of coir-spinning ami weaving demonstration juirties. 
There are numerous cottage industries in the province which are dying 
away for want of organisation. Of <*ourM» it is imjaissible to attack 
all the industries with the small sum at our disposal. But yet some 
choice could have becui made. A sum <‘ould have been allotted for the^ 
organisation of the button industry for instance. Sir, button-making as 
a small imlustry has made a little headway at Xangalbund and about 
40 or 50 other surrounding villages in the Narayanganj subdivision of 
the Dacca district. It is reported that buttons manufactured by these 
villages out of shell or mother-of-pearl are imported to Dacca where n 
weekly market is held for sale and purchase of this article and from 
there buttons are sent to Calcutta and other centres. I am told that in 
every week about Rs. 2, (KM) worth of buttons is sold in that market. 
ButtorivS manufactured by this village have fairly succeeded in com- 
peting in the market with cheap articles manufactured by Japan. I, 
therefore, request the Government to make an enquiry into this industry 
and establish button -making demonstration parties. I may also 
mention that the people of these villages by manufacturing buttons 
have really added to their slender income. 
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any person travelling through our villages will be struck with a 
sight of beehives hanging from the boughs of trees here and there. 
Someitmes villagers gather honey from these hives, but in many oases 
honey in these beehives is allowed to l>e consumed by bees. 
\ i Hagers gather honey in a crude way and much of the honey 
is wasted while being gathered. Besides, villagers do not know 
the art of keeping bees. This is a small industry capable of being 
carried on at a small cost. I would invite the attention of the (lovern- 
ment to this industry and request them to establish a model bee-keeping 
farm on approved modern methods. I am not for minor drainage and 
flushing schemes in rural ureas. Hs. :l,d0,0(K) wouhl be a drop in the 
ocean. The district boards ami union boards are doing uselul work in 
this direction. This sum should not be sjient on schemes which cun 
very well be taken up by the local bodies out of their funds. Besides, 
this sum will produce no appreciable results. If rural uplift means 
anything in these days of economit* distress, it means augmentation 
of slender incomes of agriculturists and artixans. 1 would advise the 
Government to distribute this sum to those district boards which are 
maintaining technical s< hools earmarking the same for cai»ital expendi- 
t\ire lor teaching boys manufa( ture of small new industries which may 
add to the income of the rural population. 

I wf)uld wehome the schemes ndatiiig to the improvement of health, 
sanitation, introduction of agricultural and manual training in selected 
.secondary s( hools. But it appears to me that the Political Department 
has absoibed an undeservingly large sum of money. Hs. 82,(M)0 ha.s 
been earmarked lor the establishment of an experimental rural broad- 
casting servicj* in the Midnapore district. 1 do not see how this comes 
under the scope of rural uplift, nor do 1 .share the optimism of the 
(lovernmerit that the wireless transmission at Midnapore would after 
two years be established on a business footing. Discretionary grants 
to ( ommissioners and District GtHcers have again been unusually large. 
A |M)rtion of the sums under these heads should have been diverted to 
other really rural uplift measures. 

Nawab MU8HARRUF HOSAiN, Khan Bahailur: 1 rise to 
support my friend Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee. After what has fallen 
from him and the eloquence that he has di.splayiMl in explaining the 
object of his motion, 1 know my s|H»e<’h will absolutely full flat before 
this House. But as several otheis have sjioken in the interval, I do not 
feel sliy in rising and giving my whole-hearted support to his motion. 
Sir, if the Ifon'ble Finance Member has brought this motion before 
this House simply for the sake of fun, of course he may do whatever 
be like.s. But if he has brought this motion to ascertain the considered 
opinion of the leaders of the people and of the fieople having knowledge 
of things and knowledge of villagers whose uplift he and the Govern- 
ment of India are contemplating, then I think my friend Mr. J. L. 
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Banner jee is right when he said that the whole amount should be spent 
for only one or two subjects of importance for the benefit of the people 
of the province. True it is that the uplift of the villages is not possible 
with a small amount of Rs. 16 lakhs, as the uplift of the villages means 
a great deal. When the money was given by the Government of India, 
probably they never thought that the uplift of the villages in Bengal 
meant spending of crores of rupees — not a few lakhs. Some good may ^ 
be done to the whole province if the money is spent on just one or two 
things which have been brought to the notice of this House by members 
who have already spoken. The first point is whether the money should 
be spent on water-supply. I fully agree with the previous speakers 
that water-supply in rural areas is what is actually desired. Although 
my friend the Hon’ble the Finance Member says that he has drunk a 
lot of water in the villages, he must also liave contracted malaria, 
dysentry and other diseases during the lime that he was in the districts, 
and which he lias now shaken off by coming to the metropolis by drink- 
ing bettcr-(|uality water here. He, perhaiis, mciins to say that although 
he drank a lot of water from those tanks, his health did not suffer much; 
hut, Sir, wo all know and can say in a chorus that anybody who goes 
to the villages which are not supplied with good water from tube-wells 
he contracts either malaria or some other disease, espe<ial]y dysenter>^ 
So, I think if we can with this Rs. 16 laklis bring better water-supply 
to the door of every village, it is possible that we shall be aiile to uplift 
the villages so far as the health of that locality is concerned. So, why 
not concentrate our resources for ujdifting the villages at least in on© 
particular aspect, and that is to give them a better water-supply. 

Then, Sir, there is another point which is also ol vital importance, 
especially to the district from which I come, 1 mean the district of 
Jalpuiguri and the Terai of the Darjeeling district. I have been told by 
medical officers who have spent their lives in these localities that there 
are phues in the Alipore-Dooars .subdivision and Siliguri where 7o per 
cent, of the inhabitants there have got enlarged .spleens and livers. If 
in those places money is spent for the eradication of malaria, you would 
really be saving hundreds and thousands of lives. In these places the 
death-rate is 75 per thousand and the birth-rate is ju.st 1.^) or 16 per 
thousand. If j>eopIe from other parts of the country did not go and 
settle in those parts, they would once again have become the dense 
jungle© that they were before. So, I suggest that if this money is 
actually given to the District Magistrate to work in consultation with 
the district board, the eradication of malaria can also he attempted out 
of this fund. I think that this money should not be spent on the 
esta.blishment of hospitals here and there, for such works should be 
done out of Ibe funds of our Government and not from this special 
grant. The Government of Bengal should themselves establish 
hospitals and dispensaries which may be managed by union boards, but 
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80 iariiMi tkift special fund is concerned, I think it should go not to any 
selectod areas in districts but should be spent all over the districts, and 
with this money we should try to eradicate malaria as much as possible. 

Sir, my friend Mr, Shanti Shekhareswar Ray said a lot of things to 
which we do not subscribe — esiiecially the political aspect of this grant 
from the Government of India. But although I cannot see eye to eye 
with him in this matter, I agree with him so far as regard his suggestion 
that this House should ronrentratc the expenditure of this grunt under 
the head “Water-supply.” I want to add to it the other pressing 
necessities such as eradiiation of malaria; ♦hese are the two concrete 
proposals before the House. It is not for the members to tlecide but to 
give their opinion whether iiKuiey should be spent on these two matters. 
As for the proposal of Government to spend this particular grant on 
different heads, I cannot agree witli them. So far as this grant is con- 
cerned, it has been given for a special purpose. It is not an ordinary 
purpose for which the grant has been made by the Government of India, 
c.ij/., for the purchase of bulls for improving cattle, for brmling better 
cows in ten selected districts which we all agree is quite useful item of 
work, which however, I think, should be financed out of the ordinary 
revenues of this Government. 

Then, Sir, I (omc to the (jue.stion of the sale and supply societies of 
jute. 1 see the s< lieine not before this House. But it was ]>oiiite(l 
out, as far as I reiucmher, h> the Hon’hle the FiuaiM'(‘ Member and 
my friend Mr. Basu, t(» my right, that the provincial hank lost dO lakhs 
of rupees for these societies. How is it that the Uon’hle Minister 
suggests establishment of such u society again ^ I agree with the 
Hon’hle Minister that such a society is really necessary. 


Short-fiotice amendniMit. 

Mr. B. C. CHATTERdEE: Sir, may I move a short -notice amemi- 
mentr' If is to the following (‘ffert that, for (he words l>eginning with 
“someone/’ in line b of part (//) of Mr. d. L. Bnnnerjee’s amendment, 
and ending with the word “district” in the lust line, the following ho 
substituted ; — 

“the most crying need the province, vix., improvement of water- 
supply according to the needs of each district.” 

Sir, I move the amendment formally without making any speech,, 
according to your instructions. 

Babu dITENDRALAL BANNER4EES Sir, it is a new amendment, 
which is an amendment to iny amendment. I suggest, Sir, that it be 
moved as an amendment to the original proposal of Government. Can 
an amendment to an amendment be allowed to be moved P 
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Mr. PRESIDENT! Certainly, it can be moved as an amendment to 
\onr amendment. 

Khan Bahidur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, may I move 

another umendnieni? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Let me see what it is like. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: 1 shall be able to 
make myself understood better if I spoke on the motion first. 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, I suggest that the Khan 
Bahadur sliould rather let the House know first what his amendment is. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Yes, if the Khan Bahadur is really serious, he 
mi^^ht, first of all, tell us what his amendment is. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN : Sir, I have not had 
the advantuf^e of havinK" listened to the speech of Mr. J. L. Bannerjee in 
niovinfjf his amendment, but I am in entire afi^reement with him as 
repfards tlie spirit of the amendment, althoujrh 1 have some difference 
with him re^^ardinpr the manner in which he proposes that the money 
should be spent. We have received this Bs. Ifi lakh.s 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Then, you are not movinjr an> amendment? 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I thought, Sir, 
that 1 would explain m> point before I moved my amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I cannot promise that I would admit your 
amendment ev<*n if \on moved it. but let me, tirst of all, know what it is. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: I, certainly, do not 
claim any promise, but 1 want a favour from you. 

Sir, m> sujrp^estion is that tbe amount be distributed amonp: the 
different districts of the province to he devoted entirely according: to 
the needs of particular localities, on rural water-supply which is 
the first and foremost need, the eradication of malaria and improvement 
of public health and, thirdly, primary education of pirls. Sir, shall I 
be in order in speakinp* now}" 

The Hon’bit Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, I presume that the Khan 
Bahadur is not alterinp: the first part of Mr. Bannerjee’s nmenchiient. 
He seems to be inconsistent. 
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MM i^itadw MUHAMMAD ASOUL MOMINt Sir, I am not 
moving the first part, vi«,, ^^instead of frittering away the money avail- 
able for the purpose over a dozen schemes of varying utility.” 1 want 
to put in “rural water-supply, eradication of malaria and improvement 
of public health” and, thirdly, “primary education of girls.” 

Ilf. PRESIDENTS Khan Bahadur, I am rather reluctant to admit 
your short-notice amendment as it is, perhaps, beyond the scope of 
Mr. Bannerjee’s amendment to which yours is an amendment ; for 
Mr. Bannerjee’s amendment is confined to one or at most two of the 
crying needs, but you want to exceed that number. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN; Very well, Sir. 1 
give it up. As I was submitting to u)u, I am in full agreement not only 
with the spirit of the motion of my friend, Mr. J. L. Bannerjee, -but also 
with the speeches that have followed his, viz., that of Mr. Chatterjee 
and of Mr. Ray. We have received this sum of Rs. 16 lakhs from the 
Government of India and now the question is how best we can spend this 
money to the advantage of rural areas. 1 admit, Sir, that most of the 
schemes on which the Hon'bk* Member is proposing to sjiend this sum 
or to allot this money are useful schemes, hut among tluMii there are 
some 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, Order, I must adjourn the House at this 
stage for fifteen minutes for prayer. The Khan Bahadur may speak 
after the House reassembles. 

(After Adjournment.) 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Sir, before the discussion 
proceeds further, may I, with your permission, make a statement which 
might clarify the position ? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I do not think you can make another speech. 
But if you are going to make a brief statement for the purpose of meet- 
ing the amendment of Mr. Chatterjee, you can do so. 

Babu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Thank you. Sir. 1 want to 
put a rider at the end of my amendment to the following effect: “that 
preference being always given to works of water-supply according to the 
needs of each district.” Mr. Chatterjee has also agreed to accept this 
alteration. 

Mr. B. G. OHATTER JEE : Sir, in view of what Mr. Bannerjee has 
said just now, 1 would ask for leave of the House to allow me to withdraw 
my amendment and to let the amended amendment stand* 

IS 
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Mft PRESIDENT: As there is no objection to this, it may be done. 
Discussion may proceed on Mr. J. L. Bannerjee’s amendment as altered 
by him. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Sir, now that the 
proposal of Mr. J. L. Bannerjee has been narrowed down to meet the 
suggestions of most of the members of the House, our work has been 
very much simplified. When moving this motion, the Hon'ble Member 
said that this money was not subject to the vote of the House, but that 
we have been allowed a day for the discussion of this motion only because 
perhaps Government want to ascertain the views of the representativea 
of the people here. That being so, Sir, I do not think that really it 
matters in what way the wording of a resolution or an amendment ia 
couched, so long as we are able to express our opinion as to how’ this 
sum of Its. IG lakhs should be spent. As I have submitted before, most 
of the schemes that huvt‘ been drawn up by (fovernmeni are useful 
sch(*mes no doubt ; liut J must say that with the exception of one or two, 
they are more or less luxuries particularly when we take into considera- 
tion the dire needs of the rural population of Bengal. The e.stablish- 
ment, for instance, of seed paddy store and so forth is desirable, but 
that is a sclierne which is properly for the department to work out wdth. 
their own funds, and J think they can very w'ell wait for the time when 
our own Government have got resources with wdiich they can tackle 
these problems. I am not, Sir, 1 must say a very great admirer, or it 
wdll be better to say, appreciative of the very man\ schemes of improve- 
ment which are alb‘ged' to have been done by the Agriculture Depart- 
ment. J do not say that they have not done anything, but certainly w’hat 
they have is perhaps not in pn)portioii either to the nee<ls of the people, 
or the amount of money which has been expended on such schemes. 
What the country is crying for at the present moment is really the need 
for good water-8Up|dy, particularly in the districts of North and Westera 
Bengal, and next to that comes the sufferings of the poor people from 
malaria and other diseases, for which immediate need, remedies are- 
necessary. In my motion, which 1 put dow’n before the House, I also 
placed the demand for the improvement of primary education for girls. 
That of course is not the opinion of the majority of this Hou.se, and 
therefore I am not pressing it, but in case our suggestions are not 
accepted, namely, if water-supply is not given the first choice and 
if Government propose to stick to their owm suggestion, I certainly 
think that item 9 is an important item in the scheme of rural improve- 
ment. I suggest that we should spend this money for the purpose of 
improvement of rural areas. 1 am surprised to see that Government 
proposes to spend this money on items for which there has been no 
demand so far as the people are concerned, particularly knowing the 
great needs of health and drinking water that exist in this province. 
Either the advisers Government are not aware of the needs of the 

r 
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people or they do not think that these needs are sufficient for retlress, 
and mnt as has been said, to 8<)uander most of the money in various 
ways which wiD have no effect or impression on the people at all. 
We have jfot this money as a windfall and after all it is not very miich; 
it is our interest that we should spend this money for the jrreatest 
advantage of the largest number, and for purposes which will make 
a real lasting impression on the needs and necessities of the people. I 
therefore, Sir, whole-heartedly support the amendment of Mr. Banner jee 
as amended just now. According to that amendment, discretion has 
been given to the local people in lt>cal areas, and it has been added that 
special attention should he jwnd to the supply of good drinking water 
to rural areas. I think that this will prohnhly meet the need of most 
of the members of this House, and I support it. 

Mauivi ABUL KASEM: I :mi reminded to-da\ of a little amusing 
incident ah(»ut which I lo^ard in fii\ s<ho(d-days. A lady went to a 
butcher’s shop in Lomiem and was stamling there. The hut4her 
said: “Madam, what do you wanty” She replied: “If you wish 
to know what I want I can tell ycui I want a house in Mayfair, a fid-horse 
power motor car and' pounds to keep it, and if you wish what I 

really expect, it is to get two jamnds of mutton on cHMlit.” Here has 
been a windfall of Hs. HI hikhs from the (iovernment of India and tlm 
P^inance Member, if 1 may say, of the (iovernment has been ph*ased to 
consult this Hiuise about the best way of spending it. I see, Sir, from 
the list of amendment.s that everyone wants either this or that some 
special things of their (»wn whether it he for real uplift or not, and even 
the P'inance Member with all the experience (hat he c(»inmandH has pul 
forward ubcjut Id, not a very luc ky number, selieiiies for which he want# 
to spend the money, among which are included Hoy Scouts, Hrutnehnri 
Movements and Demonstrations. Sir, I think we ought to concentrate 
ourselves on the well-considered resolution moved' by my friend 
Mr. J. li. Baiinerjee who comes from the same afflicted area ns 1 do. AVo 
have on many an occasion said and said it repeatedly that the dire n<*eds 
of the people at least on the other side of the Ganges is drinking water 
and a little bit of minor drainage and nieans of irrigation . Some of 
these matters will be taken by the hind development work or whatever 
it is. We think that drinking water and a sort of drainage — small 
drainage scheme — is the most urgent need. There are in the Finance 
Member’s proposal many things which legitimately belong to the other 
department of the Government and should lie made from (he general 
revenues of Bengal. I would draw attention to one particular item of 
agricultural instruction in secondary schools. I think the whole ques- 
tion of primary and secondary education is to l)e remodelled and consi- 
dered, and I am glad to find that the Government and the Hou’ble 
Minister in particular is turning his attention to this, and for the addi- 
tion of agricultural classes which is absolutely necessaiy in secondary 
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ftcbooU and even in primary institutions. If the present scheme that 
has been formulated by Government is accepted and carried out, there 
will be sufficient money left for these objects and therefore. Sir, I think 
we should confine ourselves to one or two particular things to which 
Mr. Banner jee has drawn attention. What is the good of trying to 
satisfy every demand and! every hobby, if I may call it so, instead of 
going and spending all the resources that you command on particular 
objects and objects which are crying for absolute need and which 
should be attended to immediately? Some years back I criticised the 
Education Department of the Government because they gave scholar- 
ships to Muhammadan boys as a help to advancement of Muhammadan 
ed\ication of Its. 2, Rs. 3, Rs. 5 and Rs. 6. I suggested to Mr. Bottom- 
ley, who is not here to-day, that instead of frittering away the resources 
in that way they should give decent scholarships to more meritorious 
boys and see that they carry on. This money is practically no help, but 
thrown away. With due respect I submit that this money of Rs. 16 
lakhs for a province like Bengal with such a large population is only 
a drop in the ocean, although I know and 1 say without fear of contra- 
diction that our resources, local resources, have been frittered away in 
many directions without looking into the matter of importance and for 
the use and benefit of the persons who most deserve it. We cannot 
forget and Government has after all realised — Government of India 
at any rate has done so — that the people in the rural areas, the labourers 
and the cultivators of Bengal, are the persons of whom I have spoken 
many times and their first interests should be looked into. There is no 
necessity for propaganda work. 1 claim it, Sir, that the villagers of 
Bengal, those particular cultivators of Bengal, and most of 
them who live in the villages are as well educated and they know 
perfectly well what are the needs of cultivators and other things. They 
may not be graduates of the Calcutta University, they may not be great 
mathematicians, but they are very sensible and practical men who know 
what is their business and what they are about. It is not lectures and 
instructions they want. It is only health which is wanted and that 
health we should give them. Much has been said about drinking water 
and nobody can deny that this is the first charge on this windfall as well 
as the first charge on the revenues of Bengal. Sir, 1 say that as to what 
extent it has been wrong. In the first place, on account of want of good 
drinking water and on account of want of drainage there is malaria in 
the land and this malaria cannot be eradicated either by 
quinine or mosquito brigades or of an army of doctors. 
What we want is a healthy place for the people to 

live in : I mean to say good drinking water and sufficient 

wholesome food to keep us warm. The situation in Burdwan is that our 
men, ilie men who made Burdwan in pre-British days as such, that this 
place had a reputation of being the sanitarium to Bengal. Thanks to 
the British Government and its action that we are now reduced to such 
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a pdition that we have to indent field labourers from the Sonthal Par- 
gana# wd also from some of the districts of Bihar. What is the reason P 
Because for want of drinking water, for want of our drainage and many 
other ^ings we are getting malaria which comes with the periodicity of 
seasons, our people are imjiatient and incapable of any manual labour 
that has brought about diseases. I would say, Sir, that Government is 
not bound to take our advice. But as we are at any rate members of the 
advisory Committee and when we are called I hope Government w’ould 
pay heed to our needs and wishes that there is no necessity at present 
either for Boy Scouts or for Bratachari Movements or Girl Guides. 
What we now want is health and to live a healthy life so that time will 
come when we can stand on our own legs. We do not want Boy Scouts, 
Girl Guides or Infant Scouts. But, Sir, at the present moment what 
w^e need is protection and sufficient, good, healthy, pure, drinking winter 
and other supplies. With these words I support Mr. J. L. Bannerjee's 
amendment lock, stock and barrel. 

I would only add if you are anxious to satisfy all parties with this 
Rs. IG lakhs and to have everything that you can conceive alout village 
uplift, intellectual, moral and mental, then this House should decide 
that Rs. 10,000 should he paid to every member from rural areas and 
the rest to the Hou’ble Ministers and Members so that they may spend 
that as they like. 


Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DASs Although I support 
the scheme of the supply of pure drinking water in rural areas, 1 do not 
agree with the previous speakers nor do I supimrt the schemes embodied 
in the motion of Sir John Woodhead. But I want to strike a different 
note which would’ be the panacea of all evils and cover the proposals of 
both the officials and non-officials in this House. My object is not to 
oppose Government tooth and nail, hut to bring home to the Treasury 
Bench members the futility of spending Rs. IG lakhs on IJ heads. I 
will speak on item G which belongs to Nawab Faroqui. You will admit 
that the Government of India in one of its charitable moods has made 
a gift of 16 lakhs to us. It is an unconditional gift and we can sr»end 
it in thirteen or in three hundred different ways as the Bengal Govern- 
ment please. 

Sir, Bengal has got almut 87, (KK) villages. If we are bent to spend 
16 lakhs for the uplift of 87, (KK) villages, then each village would get 
less than Rs. 20 for its so-called reconstruction or ifevelopment. If you 
appreciate the claims of all the villages and give to each one of them 
equal importance then theoretically you are to distribute Rs. 15 to Us. 20 
to the headman of each village. Is it |K)ssible to do so? And if it is 
possible, would it bring about the desired result? I submit not, if we 
spend in tbe way I refer to, then all the 16 lakhs will be thrown into 
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the river. Now, Sir, I find a echeme already developed as to the distri* 
bution of IG lakhs. How could this scheme develop without consulting 
the public opinion is a matter of surprise to me. It clearly indicates that 
public opinion does not count, when the Government is bent upon doing 
oven some apparent good to the province. 


This 16 lakhs in the proposed scheme have already been divided 
among the different departments of the Government itself and we are 
invited here to give ditto and to say yes to this division which is not 
supported by public opinion. 


I can clearly perceive the mentality behind this allotment of 16 lakhs 
and 1 regret to say that I cannot agree with this mentality of the 
authorities over our head. Roughly speaking, this 16 lakhs is eaten up 
by the five existing departmenls of the Government. I ask : Was this 
small charity of India Government meant to be swallowed up by the 
departmenls already existing? Is the Bengal Government bankrupt in 
devising broader policy to spend this amount, save and except the 
hackneyed methods it has submitted before us? 


Sir, I hav(* no hesitation to agree with all the thirteen items upon 
vhicli this It) lakhs are proposed to lx* spent, ev(*ry one of these thirteen 
items if made successful would surely do good to Bengal but. Sir, 1 am 
thoroughly convinced if this 16 lakhs is spent or I make bold to say 
niis-sj)enl in the proposed thirteen different wa>s, then the entire amount 
woubl be a mere waste and when a stock will lx* taken of the benefit we 
are likely to d<*rive, I am sure nothing will be fouml. Take for example, 
where have all the bulls gone which you alread\ distributed in the 
province for the imj)ro\ement of cattle-breeding? Those bulls are 
nowhere to he found to-day. In most cases they have vanished and in 
some cases they are famished and dragging their degraded existence. 
What has become true in case of bulls and cattle-breeding, tliat would 
exactly be the case of this 16 lakhs in thirteen different channels, and, 
Sir, when I say this, 1 am fully conscious that 1 make no exaggeration 
whats(M*ver. Sir, so far 1 spoke as to the destructive criticisms of the 
proposed schemes. 

Sir, now of my five schemes I shall suggest only one scheme upon 
which this 16 lakhs can be spent as a broader policy’ of experiment. Sir, 
I submit, why do you not spend this 16 lakhs for a better marketing 
of the two money crops jute and paddy, and by better marketing I 
certainly mean better arrangement of exchange value in our favour 
along with the improvement of transport and communications for the 
quick and free movement of agricultural prixlucts. Although it is the 
concern of India Government to manipulate exchange value in our 
favour, is it toq much to expect that the Govemmeut of India will do 
its duty by us? Or why this fuss about rural uplift and charity of 16 
lakhs? Is not 16 lakhs worth spending for the better marketing of our 
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Agricvdtural productaF I will not credit him with any economic fore- 
night who will dare answer this question in the negatiTe. Do we not 
know that unless our peasantry is recovered, we the Bengalees as a 
nation are lost, dead and gone. How can we recover the peasantry F 
Certainly by putting more money into their pockets. And how can we 
put more money into their pockets ? Unless we can so arrange that their 
agricultural products fetch higher rate of prices. And, Sir, without 
improving the method of marketing, we cannot get higher prices for 
our agricultural products. Sir, it would be treating the intellect of the 
Government with insult, if I say that the Government has not under- 
stood the problem, or what is the jute restriction propaganda for? Why 
does the Government send missionaries? I mean Hon’ble Minister and 
Hon ’hie Member to preach on jute restriction. It is simply because the 
less quantity of jute would fetch higher rate of prices. This ailjust- 
ment of demand and* sujiply smells of economic foresight, no doubt, but, 
*^ir, if the higher rate of prices can be secunnl not only for less quantity 
of jute, but for greater quantity of jute, would it not be more beneficial 
to our ])eusantrv? And the better marketing is exjiected to do it. Had 
not tliere been the agitation of jute restriction in the atmosphere, I 
would not have suggested my point at issue, hut as I find that the 
Government is serious in fetching larger amount of money in exchange 
of our agricultural products, I venture to submit that the improved 
marketing is indispensable in this mutter. 

Sir, without hotter marketing jute restriction propaganda would he 
of no good'. You restricted jute cultivation last year, only for the 
purpose that you will get higher prices, hut the buyers can so arrange 
the market ing tliat we may not derive the desired benefit from our 
restriction propaganda. Sir, when you have already launched jute 
restriction propaganda, you are bound to start a propaganda for 
improved marketing because these are the two sides of one shield, one if 
inseparably connected w'ith the other. 

Sir, all the civilised Governments have control over their marketing 
for the benefit of the people. I <K) not want to multiply instances, it 
would suffice to .say that — 

{a) Only four years ago England passed the Agricultural Marketing 
Act in UKll and set apart five lakhs pounds for England to 
carry on this i)ropaganda; if we are under the same English 
rule in Bengal, why should not the Government pass a 
similar Act here and sj>end the entire IG lakhs for the 
purpose ? 

(6) Other (ioveniments like New Zealand, Switeerland, Scaudanavia, 
Hungary, Peru and Spain have all adopted this policy for 
securing better and higher prices for their agricultural 
products. 
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But it is our misfortune that our Government has got no control over our 
marketing in the modern sense of the term. When I say this I do not 
forget that Mr. A. E. Malik is getting Rs. 750 a month and his three 
assistants are each getting Es. 175 a month. But this amount, Sir, we 
are spending for improvement of our marketing in Bengal. I also 
remember that Major Livingston and his eighteen assistants who are 
spending a few thousands of rupees per month on their salaries, are 
advisers of the Government of India in the matter of marketing. We 
have got the structure and we spend thousands over it every month, but 
we derive no benefit out of it. And why P Bwause the Government is 
not serious over the matter as the Governments of other civilised 
countries are. The British Government is not serious about our better 
marketing in Bengal as it is serious in England. It is a fact and 
nobody cun deny a fact. 

All these advisory boards for marketing appear to me to be mere 
stage shows and, Sir, stage shows and pretences cannot do what a 
serious attempt is expec ted to do. 

Sir, agricultural indebtedness is to be done away with and the 
Economic Board of Enquiry is entrusted with the solution of that 
problem. I happen to be a member of that Board and I can assure you 
that unless our agricultural products systematically and regularly fetch 
higlier rate of prices, there cannot be any solution of that problem of 
rural uplift for which the grant is primarily intended. You may liqui- 
date their debt to-day by a stroke of the pen, but if they cannot sell 
their produce profitably, tliey w'ill be sumberged in debt to-morrow. 
Our whole trouble is due to our defective marketing. Sir, I have no 
objection to produce other varieties as suggested by the thirteen items 
of the (rovernment scheme, but unless w’e can sell profitably what we 
already produce, and w^e produce jute and paddy in large quantities, 
what is the good of this short-sighted policy? There is a demand for 
our agri(*ultural products and the demand is elastic ; if the buyers are 
forced to pay higher prices, they will pay and they are bound to pay, 
but unfortunately our Government do not help the sellers to get better 
prices. The jute mills are going on stocking and stocking; there is no 
Government to restrict them and that being the case, I again say what 
would the mere restriction of cultivation dt)P If the Government 
neglects marketing, I must say that there cannot be any sense in the 
jute restriction propaganda. 

Sir, rural uplift and village reconstruction are rather complicated 
problems. We cannot take them piecemeal; w^e must subject the entire 
aoheme under a comprehensive and broader economic policy and by 
improving the marketing, we will enable the peasantry to pay rents, 
irrigation tax, education cess and other taxes which are necessary for 
development of Bengal* The peasantry of Bengal have been bled white, 
and no scheme would succeed until and unless we can put in more blood 
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into A«ir veins which are absolutely elided up. When the peasantry 
will he in affluence, other developments and improvements suggested in 
my amendments will materialise automatically with ironey at their 
disposal. 

But, Sir, before I conclude I would again say a word as to item (ui) 
of my amendments, that improvements of communications and transport 
are necessary corollary to better marketing of our crops, hence spending 
of money for such improvements is also essential. 

With these observations, Sir, I resume my seat. 

Mautvi ABUL QUA8EM: I rise to give ray whole-hearted support 
to the amendment which lias been moved by my esteemed friend, 
Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee, to hia original amendment as later amended 
by himself. Sir, I am in entire agreement with him and those speakers 
who have supported him that this small amount of 16 lakhs — for small 
it is, after all, for a province like Bengal — should not be frittered away 
on a number of projects without any appreciable result from any, but it 
is better and most desirable that the money should lie spent on an 
object of which everyone feels the need and whom^ beneficent effects 
everyone will appreciate. There is no district. Sir, in Bengal where 
scarcity of good drinking water is not felt, so that the suggestions that 
have been made in this regard and suggestions that have been so 
eloquently ami eurnestly expressed by Mr. B. C. Chatterjee are 
eminently worthy of (jovernment’s acceptance, but I am very doubtful 
of the attitudv of (ioverument. Sir, Government have a standing 
majority in this House, and I do not know whether they have sent round 
urgent whips for support of their schemes. Sir, the money has been 
directed by the Government of India to be spent on schemes of rural 
uplift; so Government should in all fairness and in all justice leave the 
decision of this question to members who come from the rural areas ; let 
the decision be left to those memlK'rs who repremuit the rural areas; and 
let (b)vernment abide by that decision, and we shall be grateful to 
Government for having been responsive to public opinion at least for 
once. 

Here, Sir, is a scheme of Government consisting of thirteen items. 
Some of these items appear to me to be quite fantastic, considering the 
present condition prevailing in Bengal. What is the spectacle that 
meets us in Bengal at the present moment? We find there is flood, 
famine, malaria, failure of rain, failure of crops and hunger everj^bere. 
Sir, we find that there is a proposal to establish what is called a broad- 
casting station in the district of Midnapore. 1 wonder whether it is the 
Qovemment’s idea to drown hunger and other waiAs d the people in 
radio music ! I do not know if it is their idea that wlfenever a broad- 
casting station is established that will solve problems of Irural areas, but 
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if »o, let them hug that idea to their bosom. But as far as I am coa- 
«em^, I feel that to spend money on projects such as these in the present 
condition of Bengal is to mis-spend and to waste money, for which there 
can be no iota of justification. 

Then, Sir, money has been distributed amongst several departments 
of Government. Take for instance the Agriculture Department. Sir, 
epeaking from my personal experience, I may say that my district and, 
in particular, iny subdivision know nothing of what this department is 
doing or is seeking to do. Nor do I know. Sir, in what way the money 
of this department is Hp)ent. They trj' to make researches in improved 
crops, in improved seeds, and this and that, but no shadow of these 
imjirovements has fallen across my luckless district. The Agriculture 
Department may feel contented and self-satisfied with their own 
activities, but I do wish to raise a serious and strong protest against the 
way in which they have been carrying on their activities without any 
section of my people receiving any benefit out of those activities. I do 
make that solemn and serious charge against that department. Sir. 

Then, coming to the way in which the money is proposed to be spent 
in connection with the Agriculture Department: I find that they have 
chosen only certain districts. I am in support of Mr. Bannerjee's 
amendment for this simple reason that his scheme is aimed at extend- 
ing the benefit of the.se 16 lakhs to all districts, whereas the official 
scljeme, so far us this department is concerned, w'ill limit it to certain 
selected districts mily. As \isiinl, Sir, my luckless district has been left 
ijuite out of the picture and that iH*rhups advisedly. It seems that this 
district is being treated us the Cinderella amongst all the districts of 
Bengal. Some time ago I mentioned in this House that my district was 
jiaid u compliment by the publication of a ])amj)hlet saying that as the 
jH'ople of my siihdivision were inactive and indolent and would not take 
part in anything that would bring them progress and improvement, 
therefore for all time they would have to linger in misery and remain 
in ilarkness. That is what was contained in that pamjdilet, and that is 
the only activity of the Agriculture Department so far as it is known to 
me and t.<» the people of my district. We are told that by the end of 
1941 the wliole stock of hulls in some ten districts will he replaced by 
half-bred studhulls, and much do I wi.sh that my district was included 
in this programme, hut that has not been done. 

Now let me turn to item No. 8 — the establishment of union hoard 
dispensaries. I am personally very grateful for this proposal, but I 
have this apprehension whether this will ever he carried out undter the 
present conditions. This is a very important item, and I would aak 
members to look at page 6 of the memorandum circulated to us. It will 
be found that the dispensaries have been prescribed to be of a particular 
type and will be designated union board dispensaries. But I humbly 



beg tQ^sabmit that tbe way in wbiob ibis suggeatioa ka« been made 
beirayi a total lack of knowledge of union boards in Bengal. So far aa 
this particular proposal is concerned, it may meet the requirements of 
some districts, but so far as my district is concerned, I am definite that 
very few, if indeed any, of the union boards will be able to avail them- 
selves of the privileges thus offered them. Rs. 1,100 will be spent on 
each building, with corrugated iron roofing, and the medical officer is 
expected to be found free accomniodation in the village, and he will also 
have to be his own compounder. And the union boards are also expected 
to give a guarantee that they will find at least Rs. 800 as recurring ex- 
penditure every year from their own resources. I ask the Hon’ble 
Minister to tell me what union board in Bengal will be able to give this 
guarantee and what sort of guarantee indeed will that be, and what sanc- 
tion will Government have in order to enforce the guarantee. What 
would happen if any union board defaulted in making good its 
guarantee? Well, Sir, circumstanced as they are, these union boards 
will not simply he in a position to take up the management of any dis- 
pensaries. For even district hoards with their superior resources find it 
hard to meet tlie demands of a dispensary, and poor union hoards which 
have to de])end on district hoards for their resources, are expecttnl to 
find money tor these dispensaries to the tune of Ks. 800 a year! It is 
expecting the impossible from them and asking them to perform a 
miracle. This is really betraying lack of knowledge of the conditions 
that prevail in union hoard areas. If Government were really anxious 
that backward areas should have di.spen.saries where they have none at 
present, they ought to have arranged to make over the amount to dis- 
trict boards on condition that in those areas alone where the union hoards 
are very j)oor and wliich are inhabited by poor Muslims or sc^heduled 
caste people, and where within a long distance there is no dispensary, 
dispensaries should W established and the recurring cost should 
be met from the district fund. Government should not have thrown 
this burden on the union hoards. The result under Government’s pro- 
posals W’ill be that those union hoards where there are educated and in- 
fluential people and where there are dis|M*nsuries already will get these 
dispensaries, w hile backward areas will remain backward as they are and 
will be deprived of this great boon. The union boanh^ should not be 
given this money because they are simply not in a position to accept 
responsibility for running tlie di.spensarie.s ; they w ill not he able to find 
the recurring cost. 

Coming to the Eilucation Department, the proposals appear to he 
excellent on paper, but they apjwar to he purely ideal proposals. Farms, 
workshops, village halls, village play-grounds, libraries, etc., are most 
desirable things no doubt, hut the money to he allotted seems to be too 
small. And then how many villages will benefit by this? Then, again, 
the Government of India are not going to repeat this grant next year 
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and will this Government, afflicted as it is with perpeti&l deficits, be able 
to continue and maintain these things? Only for one year have they got 
this windfall and only a few villages are going to be supplied with these 
things. What is the good? That is why I support Mr. Bannerjee’s 
amendment which aims at expending this grant on a single object that 
will be universally appreciated, namely, rural water-supply for admitted- 
ly money is much too small for the area to be served and should not be 
spent piecemeal. 


Now with regard to the discretionary grants to be entrusted to Com- 
missioners and Magistrates: well, Sir, they are really discretionary! 
We who have to deal with civil law know that a great deal of discretion 
is vested in the courts, but that discretion is to be exercised according 
to well-established judicial principles; here, Sir, discretion is going to 
be exercised according to what principle, I do not know. I wish the 
Political Department to take note of the fact that Magistrates do not 
visit tlie interior of the villages; they may go to some thanas, but not 
even to all in a subdivision. Nor do they study for themselves the needs 
of the rural areas in the interview. Only educated people who know 
about these grants petition Magistrates and get grants out of this fund, 
but backward classes who know^ nothing of this grant cannot petition 
the CommiHsioner or Magistrate and get nothing. The Commissioner, 
too, does not go into the interior of the villages and the sum of 2 lakhs 
odd that is going to be placed in the hands of District Officers and Com- 
missioners to be spent on objects of rural uplift w’iil generally be spent 
in places not in need of uplift. For all these reasons, Sir, I have come to 
the only conclusion that is possible and that is that the money should be 
spent on an object that will reach every district and that everyone will 
appreciate. And there is peculiar appropriateness in this suggestion as 
this is a year in which His Majesty the King Emperor has celebrated 
completion of the 25th year of his reign and people in the villages have 
hailed this occasion with rejoicings. So let this money be spent in 
sinking tube-wells or in excavation of tanks and let the people know that 
this money has been given to them according to His Majesty’s wish and 
they will be showering blessings on His Majesty. 1 hope, therefore, 
that Government w'ill not insist on carrying through their scheme, but 
will agree to the scheme adumbrated in Mr. Jitendralal Bannerjee’a 
amendment. 


lifi NARENDRA KUMAR BASUs In rising to speak on this 
motion it is difficult to appreciate whether a hard-hearted financier like 
Sir John Woodhead really meant the distribution of this grant 
seriously or as a joke. Sir, it may be necessary to remind the mem- 
bers of this House of the terms of the speech of the Finance Member 
of the Gkrvernment of India when this grant was announced. I do not 
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want ^ tire the' patience of the House by reading the whole speech 
nor eviii several sentences of it, but what he said was this: — 

“We consider that the needs of the rural areas should have the first 
claim and we have decided to set aside Us. 100 lakhs for distribution 
to the provinces to be spent on schemes for economic development and 
improvement of such areas.” 

I ask the House to mark the words “economic development and 
improvement of such areas.” The Hon’ble the Finance Member made 
it clear in his speech that he meant the money to be devoted to those 
departments over which the Provincial Ministers were presiding. In 
this speech he said that it is a problem to which all Local Govern- 
ments are fully alive and to which Provincial Ministers in particular 
have devoted much attention. He further said that the grant should 
be spent on schemes approved by the Government of India which will 
improve the economic position of the people. That, Sir, was the first 
condition; and the second and last condition was that the money 
would be devoted only to schemes which the Local Government could 
not otherwise have been able to undertake in the immediate future. 
Those are the conditions of the grant and under those 

conditions this sum of Its. 1(» lakhs has been given 

to this provi?ice. One should have thought that the money 

would be de\oted to the transferred subjects — the nation-building 
departments as they are called — and my friend, Mr. J. L. Bannerjee, 
also thought that the money had been given to the departments pre- 
sided over by the Mini>ters with a little pittance for the Irrigation 
Department. I am afraid Mr. Bannerjee did not examine the schedule 
or the list given here. If he had done so, he would have found that 
items Nos. (4) and (o) are for propaganda work in the districts and 
the establishment of an experimental rural broadcasting service in the 
Midnapore district. Grants for these two objects are given to the 
Political Department; the grant for the improvements in the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts is to be given to the Revenue Department; and the dis- 
cretionary grants to Commissioners and District Officers come under 
the General Administration, again the Political Department. There- 
fore, Sir, instead of economically uplifting the province, T mean tho 
rural population, the Bengal Government want a portion of this money 
to be devoted to the political uplift of the rural population by means 
of broadcasting and other things; and that is made absolutely clear in 
page 5 of the memorandum circulated to us, where Government say 
that the wireless transmission in the Midnapore district will be “for 
propaganda talks of the kind required by the people of Midnapore.” 
Well, Sir, we all know what kind of propaganda talks are necessary 
for the people of Midnapore according to the Government Benches. 
We all know that these propaganda talks will be talks on political 
^•nbjects. This sum will be 8|)ent by the Political Department ; and the 



SPECIAL MOTION. 




[22icd 


huge sum of Rs. 2,17,800 will be given to the Commissioners ^ Col- 
lectors to be spent on supplementary projects — supplementary to those 
adumbrated here — probably some of the money will be spent on 
temporary additions to the Intelligence Branch of the Criminal 
Investigation Department or the Terrorist Hunting Department, 
(Khan Bahadur Mi hammad Ardul Momin : This cannot be done.) 
My friend says this cannot be done. Why not? It is 
supplementory to this .sort of propaganda talks which 
are “required by the j)eople of Midnapore.“ A Special Branch of the 
Criminal Investigiition Department or a Special Branch of the Police 
for Searching for Revolvers would be a good supplement to these 
propaganda talks. As I said at the beginning, it appears to me that 
the Hon’ble Sir John Woodhead in bringing this motion before this 
House, is not taking the House very seriously. I would ask him if 
this had not been a windfall and if he had to find this money out of 
the depleted revenues of the province, would he have sanctioned as 
Finance Member a waste of Rs. 16 lakhs in this way? * 


The Hon'ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, may I point out that 
Mr. N. K. Basu knows as a member of tlie Public Accounts Committee 
that the Finance Member has no power to sanction any expenditure? 
1 am sure Mr. Basu knows it as wtdl as I do. 

Mr* NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: Sir, probably the word 
‘‘sanction” was a mistake. I .should have said: “whether he would 
have ‘atapiiesced’ in llu* distribution of Rs. 1(1 lakhs in this fashion.” 
Sir, my suhinission is this: I doubt very much if this debate has any 
reality about it, because it has alreail> been stated by the Fiuance 
Member that tlie (listrihut icm of tlie grants has been sanctioned by the 
Government of India. If that is so, I do not think there is any 
reality in this debate. I submit that of these proposals — out ot the 
thirteen giNeii here — at least the four that I have mentioned cannot 
by any manner of means or stretch of language be said to relate to the 
economic uplift of the rural population of the province. Apart from 
that, if yo\i delete these, what remains? As has been pointed out 
by speaker after speaker, Government really intend to fritter aw'ay 
this money which thej’ have got as a gift from the gods of Simla. 

Sir, rural uplift in Bengal can have only one meaning. The only 
thing now necessary for the uplift of the people — the first thing — ia 
that the people should live, and then they should be lifted up. Most 
of the rural population, Sir. have got to he lifted up when dead. But 
what the Government of India want is that they should be lifted up 
when still alive; and my submission is that apart from food which 
under this grant ydu cannot give, you want to give them the oppor- 
tunitiee for better living and the opportunities for living free from 
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disei^et are preventible. It is well known, Sir, that the ona 

thing m^uired in the villages is pure drinking water. I may say in 
passing that I do not mind the grant of Rs. 2 lakhs to the Education 
Department for the introduction into selected secondary schools of 
agricultural and manual training : the provision of school play^grounds in 
rural areas, village phiy-grounds and village libraries and halls, 
though I should have very much wished that instead of this amazing 
list here the Education Minister had restricted himself to providing 
village play-grounds and village libraries. Sir, these village libraries 
are very much necessiiry now, more especially so when the new 
Constitution is in sight. They are very much ne<',essary now — very 
much more necessary still — because the Primary Education Act has 
failed. If there were compulsory and free education in the country, 
the efficacy of these village libraries would not have been as great as 
it is now under the present circumstances. I do submit that apart 
from this Rs. 2 lakhs to the Education Department, the whole of the 
balance ought to be given to the Minister in charge of Public Health 
for devising and carrying out means for saving the people. You have 
got to save the people: to save them from death: to save them from 
emaciation: to save them Iroin the attacks of preventible diseases. It 
is no use waiting for the time when under the Bengal Development 
Act, Bengal will be reclaimed. That time i.s u long way off yet. This 
Hi lakhs we have got now and out of this, Rs. 14 lakhs you can spend 
in saving the people of Bengal, (live them health if yon caunol give 
them wealth. If you can give them health, it will assist them in 
procuring wealth, (live lliem these village libraries where they will 
get some sort of education — not necessarily political education. But 
to fritter auu> money in wireless broadcasting and propaganda talks 
of the sort “recpiired in Midiiapore’’ and for the matter of that reipiired 
all over Bengal — to iritter away money for the improvement of jHiultry 
ami cattle and the improvement of guinea-pigs and that sort of thing — 
was not contemplated by the Government of India. I say delibemtely 
that the present phin is to do as little of rural uplift work for the 
villages which the Government of India want as any that can be 
devised by the wit of man. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I shall take 
only a short time in referring to one matter which has arisen in the 
course of the debate, particularly concerning the Education Depart- 
ment. 1 am indeed very grateful to my friends, Mr. Narendra Kumar 
Basu and Khan Bahadur Abdul Morniii, for their recognition of the 
fact that the subjects which are to be taken up in the Education 
Department are very much imjKirtank in regard to the uplift of the 
people in the villages. Many 8i>eakerB of the House seem to forget the 
fact that village uplift cannot be done if only water-supply is provided 
for. Many forget that life has to be taken as an entire quantum and 
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if life ia to be improved a man has to be improved; he ia not 
to be taken iu one individual aspect only, but as far as possible in th< 
varied bundle of activities. (Khajt Bahadur Muhammad Abdid 
Momin: How far can the sum of Rs. 16 lakhs do thisP) My friem 
asks how far the sum of Rs. 16 lakhs can carry us. Sir, my answer t< 
that is ; If you can find more money, very well do it. But I would asi 
my friends one thing and that is whether they will be prepared tc 
accept the proposition that if they want only to improve the health oi 
the people, the Education Department should be abolished and thi 
education centres of the district boards should be abolished as quickl;; 
as possible, the Agriculture Department should be shut up altogether 
and the only thing that should be done is to supply more water anc 
nothing hut water. That seems to be the cry and nothing else. Oi 
the other hand, Government cannot be possibly shirk its responsibilitiei 
in looking to the various needs of the different aspects of life. I thinl 
rural uplift has to be taken as a whole, and it means the improvemem 
of the environments in which the people live. As some of my friendi 
have pointed out, it means living, and it is from that point of viev 
that the question has to be approached. If anybody says that the« 
projects are of no use and they will not lead to any improvement ii 
rural uplift, I can understand it; but I do not understand why it car 
be said that the entire amount of Rs. 16 lakhs should be spent on on< 
project alone, because the varied conditions of the different places ii 
Bengal are such that there may be a place where the need is more thai 
that of another place. And even if my friend recognises that one thing 
would not do, he mentioned at least three or four things; there are othei 
I)eojde who mentioned five or six things. Surely, Government is noi 
to l>e condemned if it thinks that there are one or two more faetorf 
which should be considered with a view' to the uplift of the people. ] 
am speaking for the time being of the economic proposals. Criticism! 
regarding marketing questions have been made. As Mr. Basu had saic 
iu the matter of marketing, it conc’erns the future e(;onomic well-being 
of the people. Meml>ers will remember that this was one of the item! 
recommended, but foi the time being, is it not time that something 
should be done with a view to prepare for marketing? If this can b< 
tackled, this problem will be of immense help to the j^eople. Similarly 
there are other asj)ect8 iu the variou.s demands. The money is noi 
available and we have no experience. Is it not desirable that 8ome< 
thing should be done with a view to get infonnation as to how to d( 
things and if we are successful in our ex{>eriments money will b< 
devoted to the uplift of Bengal? I have said before it is not a questioz 
whetlier we have any right to spend money for experiments. Thes< 
are not merely for the sake of experiments in which judgment has beei 
definitely pronounced that these are likely to benefit the people. Them 
are the objects to which the Government is prepared to devote thi 
amount of money which has been allotted by the Government of India 
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Sir, lUI regards the Education Department, there are one or two 
mutters^ which I wish to speak. Even though we have given differ- 
ent itema, my friend will see that these items have been banded together. 
In other words, it is not necessarj' that where a farm is not existing 
we must seek to give more, but if we find any real need of the people 
it is then the item to which money would be devoted. 

k& regards the question of village uplift, I have made it clear in 
the memorandum which has been presented by the Finance Department 
that in so far as a village is concerned this item is something like 
development of community life in a village. The idea is that there 
should be more enlightenment and knowledge among the people and 
the idea is, therefore, that whenever a union board building is available 
or some such suitable building is available, then no money will be 
spent in building j)urposes. There may l)e circumstances, as 
Mr. Quasem has jK)inted out, that an area which is backward economi- 
cally cannot pay its own way; it is then and then only we think that a 
hall should be ])rej)arecl so that the villagers can congregate there not 
merely to exchange ideas but also to get the Wnefit of the hooks that 
might he available there. I have been asked how many libraries I 
can get. If T get Rs. AOO, I am sure 5tK) libraries might he given, hut 
this will l>e of an experimental nature. I yield to none that in the 
matter (»f rural uplift where there are many things to 1k» done the 
whole of the Rs. 10 lakhs will not he sufficient, because speaking on 
belialf of the Kduealion Department I do say that education is ab- 
solutely necessary for ujdift in a village and with a view to achieve 
this end, we have put forward the scheme mentioned In the memoran- 
dum. I do not wi^li to take much time of the House. I only say that 
in the matter of Education Department they will follow the same 
I)rineij)les, as Mr. Bannerjee has suggested, i.c., on the basis of 
population and on the basis of local needs. It is not the establishment 
of so many things in the district of Nadia or so many things in 
MymenNingh, hut the principle of the department will l>e the definite 
factor of population in a village, and local needs. Sir, I feel that 
the motions in so far as the Hon ’hie Finance Member is concerned 
should he accepted by tlie House. 


The Hoii’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I do not propose 
to refer to the general principle of distribution suggested in the amend- 
ment moved by Mr. »T. L. Bannerjee. I would only attempt to justify 
the two schemes put forward by the Department of Local 8elf-Oovern- 
ment, namely, that for the union board dispensaries and water-supply. 
As regards water-supply I find that already there is an overwhelming 
opinion in its favour in this Hou.se, and I need not speak on that point. 
I will, therefore, confine my remarks to the other scheme, namely, 
rural union board dispensanM. 

20 
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Government propose to distribute the amount exactly on the same basis 
as suggested by Mr. J. L. Bannerjee, namely, on population, area and 
local needs. Sir, we also propose to consult the chairmen of the district 
boards in allotting dispensaries to a particular area. We would also 
make it a condition that no dispensary should be established in an 
area which is already served by another dispensary. This would meet 
the point raised by my friend Mr. Quasem. In fact, that was the 
condition of the Government grant to dispensaries and that was 
accepted unanimously, if I may remind Mr. Bannerjee, by the chairmen 
of district boards at their conference last October, and Government pro- 
pose to stick to that policy. 

Sir, at present Bengal has about 148 union board dispensaries, and 
if we spend about Its. 1,800 on each dispensary, the province will get 
another 100, so the increase will be certainly about 75 per cent. That 
is no small increase. The idea is that al>out Ks. 11,000 will be spent 
on the l»uil(ling, R.s. 500 on equipment, Its. 200 on tube-wells where 
uecesHary. That is about Rs. 1,800. Thus these 100 dispensaries 
would recpiire a recurring expenditure of Rs. 800 each. Out of this 
Rs. 800 Rs. 000 will come from the union ])oar(], the idea being that a 
group of union boards, a group of three would sub.scribe the recurring 
expenditure out of the union board funds. (A voick: Out of what?) 
Out of their resources. It would be located at a central place, so that 
the three union boards would get the advantage of it. The balance 
200 should be contributed by the District Board. 

Bftbu JITENDRALAL BANNERdEE* Under the departmental 
rules they cannot combine. 

Thf Hon'blf Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY* The <lispensary 
would be established only where the union boards woubl so combine 
and the local people would decide to have a union lioard dispensary. 
If in a particular district, the union boards refuse to undertake the 
recurring liability, the money would be transferred to water-supply. 
So it is an optional scheme, pure and simple. Dispensaries will not 
be thrust upon union boards. If a group of union boards desire to 
have any such di.spensarv, then and then only will it be given to them. 

BabU dITENDRALAL BANNERdEE: If they combine to support 
a dispensary, it will no longer be a union board dispensary; it will be 
a Class 3 dispensary. 

TIm Hon'bit BIr BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Under the 
amended Village Self-Government Act, I believe, they can jointly start 
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a unicm board dispensary. If a particukr area does not want to have 
a imioii board dispensary, the money will be transferred to water- 
supply. 

Sir, as regards the guarantee of the union boards continuing to find 
the recurring expenditure and the sanction for enforcing the terms, I 
would submit that the decision of the union boards, based on local 
opinion is the best guarantee, and if the union boards after accepting 
a dispensary refuse to find the money, it would be up to the district 
board to find the money out of the grant which the district board makes 
to those union boards. So there will be no difficulty about enforcing 
the promise. The sanction is there — (A voice: If there is nothing to 
spare from the district hoard, what will be the position P) Only those 
union boards as I have said more than once that Imve anything to spare 
will undertake the liability willingly and will have the dispensary. It 
will not be thrust on the union boards that are unable to bear the ex- 
penditure. My friend will bear this point in mind. There are union 
boards in this province 'which tax themselves to the extent of Its. 1,0()0 
to Rs. 1,500 under section 37 (/<). Certainly those union boards are 
quite competent to bear the expenditure. Where union boards are 
unable to bear the expenditure, they will not have the dispensary. They 
will have the water-supply scheme. That is the propo.sal and I would 
ask hon’ble members to bear this i)oint in mind in voting on this 
motion. 


Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: When 1 heard Mr. Bannerjee, it 
apppeared to me that he had made out a very strong case, which was 
accentuated, if anything, by the turn given to it by Mr. B. C. 
Chatter jee. If any impression is to be made on things as they are 
it is surely better to concentrate on one object on w'hich something can 
really be done. But, Sir, may I put another point of view.'^ It is not 
only a (juestion of spending 10 lakhs. This i.s a beginning. We shall 
shortly have a differently constituted Government in this province. 
We hope we shall have different financial arrangements, ond we cer- 
tainly shall have in this House a majority who will be prepared to some 
extent to stake the credit of the province and for big purposes to 
borrow — to borrow for purposes of rural uplift. Only on Iwrrowed 
money, only on borrowed capital can a grant and real impression be 
made. This grant has been given us for rural uplift. What is rural 
uplift? Well, we know what the exact opposite of niral uplift is; 
we see it on all sides, a state of complete stagnation where nothing is 
done, where nobocly knows how to help himself for want of money. 
Nobody knows how to lift his foot out of the present slough of despond. 
Instead of concentrating or trying to make an impression on one item 
by this grant, I grant a great impression can be made if you spend 
this 16 lakhs on 8,000 tube-wells ; there would be a great improvement 
made to the water-supply in the province. It has been remarked that 
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thin iu a noa-recurring grant, but don’t think you are never going to 
get more than Us. 16 lakhs; more is coming later. By rural uplift 
1 mean uplifting the whole countiy'side from its present mental and 
physical stagnation, giving the people hope and radically altering the 
limits they now set to their aspirations. The last two speakers on 
behalf of Government both missed the real point. I am just helping 
them out. I think Government were right in so allocating this money, 
frittering it away it may be, frittering the money itself, but it will 
teach the people, it will wake the people up to show them in how many 
different ways uplift can come. (A voice: What about broadcasting P ) 
As regards broadcasting, many ideas can be disseminated by broad- 
casting, but Mr. Narendra Bose’s was an effort to draw a red herring 
across the trail. Broadcasting for political purposes is barred by the 
Government of India’s instructions. Government will, by distributing 
this grant as they propose to do, give a fillip to a number of different 
schemes by which a number of different sorts of objects will be 
developed, and I hope and believe they will be developed further under 
the new (’onstiUition in the future. 

Bgbu JATINDRA NATH BASUs The debate that has taken place 
has made it clear that the wants of our rural population are many, and 
that they are as widespread as the boundaries of this province. The 
main objection that has been directed against the scheme placed before 
this House l)y the Hon ble hinance Member is this — that he has 
sought too many objects (»n which to spend the grant tliat has been 
obtained from the Government of India. Sir, Mr. Thompson has .said 
that the expenditure as contemplated b\ (iovernment will merely 
show the way so that in future big .schemes may be undertaken on the 
lines tliat may be found to be feasible by the expenditure so incurred. 
But, Sir, I desire to point this out to the House tliat, .say, for the 
enadicntion of malaria in a certain locality, apart from other measures, 
a thorough (luininisation becomes necessary, p'or protection by 
quinine of the population or the hulk of the pop\ilation for a fairly 
good length of time, say, about 200 doses are necessary. If you 
finish off after 2^ doses, you do no goo<l to the people, while if you 
concentrate upon expenditure on a particular object by tr\ing to bring 
that experiment to a finish then you lay down a line of action which 
may he followed in future. M hen Sir Surendra Nath Banerjea was 
Minister for Health, he was experiiiienting on the eradication of malaria 
in different localities in Bengal. He concentrated upon a particular 
area in the Mursbidahad district and he stated in this House that that 
scheme had succeeded to a certain extent and if that scheme succeeded 
completely then the idea of which Mr. Thompson has just spoken might 
have been adopted. Sir Surendra Nath Banrjea stated that if the 
experiment succeeded, he would come forward before this House with 
a proposal for a loan of two crores of rupees so that the scourge of 
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malarit migbt be effectively dealt with by the Government. It is no 
use, having regard to the vast area that has to be dealt with and the 
number of things requiring attention, that we should spend small 
sums of money on so many objects. 

I suggest to Government to consider seriously that instead of all the 
districts which constitute the province of Bengal being dealt with, 
only a few localities in chosen areas, say, one locality in East Bengal, 
one locality in North Bengal and one locality in West Bengal, be 
chosen and the most urgent need of that locality be ascertained and 
effective measures, that are available with our present knowledge for 
meeting tliat need, he undertaken; and if those succeed then that suc- 
cess will be the column of light whicli will lead us through the dark- 
ness through which we are groping. That would be a practical thing 
to do. I would, therefore, urge upon the Government to consider the 
general view that ha.s been urged by a great many of the members of 
this Hoii.se that instead of going over the thirteen objects mentioned 
in the Hon ’hie Finance Member's memorandum they should choose 
a few which are most urgent. You must look after people’s needs 
first before you look after their luxuries. Brna<lcusting or the Brata- 
chari Movement uiay very well wait: with malaria, cholera and floods 
in their inid.st the people have to do with the dance of death in the 
localities in which they live and the\ may very well do away with the 
Bratachari Dance f(»r the time being. The Government should feel 
the pulse of the people and see as to what is really needed and what 
they would most appreciate: that is what is required. Instead of laying 
down a hard-siiul-fast rule from the top they should proceed from the 
bottom, think as the people tiiiuk, feel as the people feel, so that 
they may know what is most needed, what is most widely needed, and 
then take a few measures trying to make those measures a success. 
They will lay down the path through which this Government ami the 
future Governments of the country may tretid to achieve the uplift of 
the people. 

Maitivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: 1 entirely agree with the resolu- 
tion that has been under di.scussion for three hours in this House. I 
think that from all that has beiMi said by the previous speakers this 
one fact has come out indubitably that the health of the rural people 
counts first before anything else. I am not ambitious enough to extend 
my vision through all the provinces; I am modest enough and I sholl 
lie pleased if I succeed in confining niy remarks only to my district and 
to the health of my district. One of the projects upon which various 
speakers have concentrated and have agreed upon is the eradication of 
malaria. I think quininisation is not the only panacea for the eradica- 
tion of malaria. Experts have agreed tliat the first and foremost thing 
to do for the eradication of malaria is flushing and that flushing will 
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drire out malam. I am directed to this particular aspect of the thing 
by the fact that I need it most. I have got five or six dead rivers in 
my district, not dead but decadent, which are still flowing in a comatose 
condition, if I may say so, which a little effort will revive. I, therefore, 
suggest that instead of distributing the amount on thirteen items, some 
of which are unimportant and might be dispensed with, we should con- 
centrate on important items such as the eradication of malaria and 
improvement of the health of rural population, especially of my dis- 
trict. I am not one of those who would speak against water-supply, 
because I think water-supply is also necessary. What I think is that 
concentrating upon water-supply and water-supply alone is a mistake. 
Some of my friends have coiuientrated upon the introduction of tube- 
wells — 10 or 13 thousand tube-wells spread all over the province. My 
friends should remember that mere sinking of tube-wells will not do 
as they get out of order after a short time. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERilEE: They will last for 20 years. 


Miulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: They are no good for 20 years. 
Mr. Ohatterjee lias no knowledge of tiibe-wells: I am a member of 
a district board and I can speak with knowledge that a tube-well will 
remain in order witljout re^mirs for 3 years. 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: That is due perliaps to bad contractors. 


Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: You may say whatever you like, 
you may rise to heaven on the wings of theory, hut it is not a fact! 
And then these tube-wells are saddled with additional expenditure for 
their upkeep. Who is going to shoulder ilP AVill the district board 
shoulder itP We do not know as yet whether they will do it. Ten 
thousand tube-wells sunk all over Bengal and distributed in the districts 
will mean a large draught upon their depleted income. I would like 
to know if any district board can shoulder it before I agree to the 
sinking of tube-wells. Then, Sir, inexperienced men who have no 
knowledge of things think that tube-well w’ater is nectar. You first 
learn the constituents of tul>e-well water. Some tube-wells contain 
hard water and also a lot of minerals. Those who cook with tube-well 
water know that certain kind of food cannot be cooked with it. And 
it does not agree with certain people’s constitution. 


Mr. B« Oi OHAlTTERJEE: The resolution does not mention tube- 
wells, but only water-supply. 
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Mailtti SYED MAJID BAKiH: Ton have spoken to a great extent 
al>out tube-wells. That is yonr point of view. But if you mean by 
'water-supply the flushing of rivers and canals and of bringing of silt 
laden water from the Ganges I am at one with you. Do not disguise 
yourself with something which you do not mean. There is one thing 
that I would like particularly to mention and for which I have risen : 
otherwise, there would be no necessity. In my district as the census 
report will show people are dying in thousands — about 8,000 — from 
malaria every year and for that the decadent rivers are responsible. 
For that reason one of the de(^adent rivers, Kopotakhi, lias been resus- 
citated, and has been joined with what is known as the Joynagar Cut. 
I went to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the liocal Self-Government 
Department requesting him to ask the authorities of the Nadia district 
as well as chairmen of district boards to open the cut, and, of course if 
the money wanted as compensation cannot be found from anywhere 
else, it can surely be found from anti-malaria grants, though I am sure 
that that amount will be necessary. The Hon'ble Minister, however, 
has refused to accede to my request. Sir, in this way another year 
will run out and some 2,000 people more will die of malaria, 
according to your mlculations. Are the lives of 2,000 
people 80 valueless that they cannot counterl>alance the paddy 
grown on ITiO hi(]hn$ of land?' You want to improve the hwiltli of the 
people, but Ijow can you do that? 

If the Ilon’ble Minister is very serious in his intentions to improve 
the health of any i>articulur district or districts — not of all the districts 
taken together — s«\y, of my own poor district — poor as I am, I am 
especially referring to the case of my district — let him go and ask the 
district bmird authorities to open the cut so long as the flood is in 
existence there; otherwise, if you go there when there is no flood you 
will find the beds dry and witliout any water whatsoever. I ask him 
in all seriousness to make some arrangements with the district boards 
and the district authorities and to find out whether out of the money 
that will be allotted to my district, or with any other funds that may 
be at their command, it would be possible to have this cut opened; 
otherwise, the health of the district will deteriorate. I submit, Sir, 
that there will be no scope for applying all these thirteen items for the 
benefit of the people if their health is not improved. 

Then, Sir, T gave notice of an amendment to delete items Nos. 2, 3, 
4 and 9 up to “manual training,’^ and 10 of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member’s motion; tliat is I think that the improvement of cattle and 
fodder-crops, the improvement of poultry, propaganda work? in the 
districts, the introduction into selected seconilary schools of agricultural 
and manual training, and granfs-in-aid of the Boy Scout, Girl Guide, 
and Bretachari Movements, might very well be ]H>stponed for the 
present. Of. the remaining items, only three or four are important; but 
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the most important of them all is the item relating to'pimor drainage 
and flushing schemes of rivers in rural areas — I mean" the resuscitatioii 
of dead and dying rivers. These three or four important schemes should 
be taken up and proceeded with without frittering away the energies 
of Government in all and sundry directions as my friend Mr. J. L. 
Banner jee has said. 

Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Please name 
them. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, 1 should like to say that item 
No. 1, viz., that relating to the establishment of seed, paddy, and 
crop-denioustratioii centres, should be retained. As regards item No. 9, 
1 want the provision of .school play-grounds in rural areas, village play- 
grounds, and village libraries and halls. Further, I consider that 
items Nos. 11 and 13, which relate to minor drainage and flushing 
scheines in ruml areas, and discretionary grants to Commissioners and 
District Officers, respectively, should also he retained. These are the 
four items which I consider to he most important. 


Mft P. BANERJI: On a point of order, Sir. Ls tlie hon’ble 
inemher moving hi.s own amendment or speaking on the one moved by 
Mr. J. li. Bannerjeel^ 


Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: It would shmu that Mr. P. 
Bunerji’s discretion and discernment are better than tho*^e of the (ffiair! 
(Laughter.) 

1 repeat that only four or five imi)ortant items, such as I have 
enumerated, should Ik* taken in hand and the rest dropped for the 
present. 

Finally, I would submit that if the water-suj)])ly scheme, which has 
been so ably s])onsored by .so many speakers this evening, were combined 
with the minor drainage and flusliing schemes in rural areas, then I 
could have given my whole-hearted support to it ; otherwise — aud if 
this is not done — I do not think that I shall be able to .support it unless 
I am given to understand that the combined scheme which I have 
envisaged will be supported. 

(The Council was adjourned at this stage for 10 minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

Tht Hon’bM Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, Mr. Jitendmlal 
Bannerjee’s amendment in its final form falls into three parte. The 
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first I KWld describe as the “frittering” part; the second as the second 
portion of his amendment as originally worded; and the third the addi- 
tion made in order to meet Mr. B. C. Chatterjee’s wishes. 

As regards the first j>art, Sir, I must protest against tl>e use of the 
word “frittering.” It is not correct to describe what we propose to 
do as “frittering away the money.” Sir, numerically it is correct to 
say there are thirteen schemes, and I admit that *'VV' is an unfortunate 
number. But if Mr. Bannerjee will examine our proposals in more 
detail he will find that 14 lakhs out of the total amount available of 
16 lakhs, that is 7/8ths of tlie total amount available, is to be spent on 
six schemes, which in some ways really amount to five. These six 
schemes are the establishment of seed paddy, and crop demonstration 
centres, the improvement of cattle and fodder < rops, \vater-supply and 
village dispensaries, the attachment of farms or workslmjis to secondary 
schools, village playgrounds, etc., drainage and flushing schemes, and 
discretiomiry grants. As ever\l>ody knows, Sir, discretionary grants 
are distributed hy (Commissioners and Collectors, and 1 believe u con- 
siderable amount of tliis money often goes to water-supply. AVhat I 
maintain, Sir, is that it is not correct to describe our pro[»osals us 
tantamount to spcmling the wh<de amount of this sjiecial giunt on 
thirteen schemes: that is not a correct desiription, for we propose to 
spend T/(Sths of (he total amount available on six schemes, and six is. 
less than half of thirteen. 

As regards Mr. Baniierjee's proposal that the amount should be 
distributed among the different districts of tlie province uj)on a com- 
bined basis of area, popnlalion and local needs, 1 do not know whether 
members of this House noticed — Sir, I w’as particularly ('arefnl to notice 
it — that Mr, .1. L. Bannerjee himself said nothing alniut distribution 
with reference to local needs. And 1 believe that omission was inten- 
tional on his jKirt, bei^use he realises that it is extraordinarily difficult 
to determine the relative needs of the different districts; in fact, Sir, 
that is the first difficulty I experience as regards this portion of his 
amendment. A .system of distribution based on population and urea 
I can understand and such a sy.stem can be applied without difficulty. 
But when W’e come to a distribution on the Imsis of needs, T find myself 
in great difficulty, for I can tiiiiik of no formulii according to which 
ueed.s can he assessed. Again, Sir, I am quite in the dark us to what 
needs are to lie taken into account ; Mr. Bannerjee’s amendment iloes 
not specify them, noi did he detail them in his speech. Perhaps, he 
too finds himself in the same difficulty as I have experienced, and 
perhaps that is why he made no endeavour to deal with this imri in more 
detail. 

Sir, Mr. Bannerjee proposed that the money should be distributed 
according to needs. But that is what we also have endeavoiired to do 
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for in formulating our proposals we have kept prominently before us 
the needs of the province. Sir, there are certain items, the expenditure 
in regard to which is distributed more or less throughout the province, 
over all the districts, while the expenditure on other items will be more 
concentrated in certain parts of the province. Take for instance the 
scheme for the improvement of cattle and fodder crops : that scheme is 
confined to ten districts : again the flushing and drainage schemes will 
not he distributed uniformly all over the province: in all probability 
— though no final decision has been reached on this point — the decadent 
areas of the province where flushing and drainage schemes are most 
urgently required, will be the areas which will benefit most by the 
expenditure on such wdiemes. On the other liand the 'money pro- 
posed to be allotted to water-supply and dispensaries will be distributed 
throughout the whole province — each district will obtain a share — 
and I would ask the House to remember this point in particular, that 
so far expenditure on these two items is concerned, it will be left 
to the loc^l jjeople to decide whether they are willing to spend money 
on dispensaries; if dispensaries do not receive the support of local 
opinion, tlien the money will be available for water-supply schemes, 
the need for which so many members of the House liave drawn pointed 
attention to-day. 

Again, Mr. BannerjeeV amendment says that tlie money should be 
devoted exclusively to some one or at the most to some two of tlie crying 
needs of the locality and he justified this proposjil by saying that as 
no district will get less than Its. 50,000 or more tlian Rs. 70,000, it 
would not be possible to carry (»ut fully more than one or at tlie most 
two schemes in each district. Sir, although this is not a matter of 
major importance Mr, Ikunerjee’s calculations are not correct : I 
myself worked out some days ago what Mr. Bannerjee’s own district, 
namely, Birbhum, would get on a population and area basis. On a 
population basis it would receive Rs. 80,000 and on an area basis 
Rs, 85,000, whereas Mymensingli would receive something in the 
regiiui of Ij lakhs on the same method of calculation. 


iibu dlTINDRALAL BANNER JEE: What about local needs? 

Th® Hofl’bto Sir «I0HN WOODHEAD; Mr. Bannerjee did not say 

anything about local needs, and I trust Mr. Bannerjee will not contra- 
dict me on that point for I listened to his speech with particular atten- 
tion. There was no mention of local needs in his speech. He supported 
his proposal by saying that if the money was devoted to one or two 
schemes it would he possible for a district board to carry out one or two 
schemes fully. But so far a.s I can understand, Sir, this is not so. For 
instance, take Birbhum. Birbhum has an area of 1,699 square miles 
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and R8. 12,000 divided by 1,699 gives an amount somewhere in the 
region ol Bs. 20 per square mile, and Sir, I cannot conceive of any 
scheme, whether it be water-supply, eradication of malaria, improve- 
ment of cattle, in fact any scheme whatsoever, which can be completed 
at a cost of Rs. 20 a square mile, (Interruption from Mr. Bannerjee.) 
I did not interrupt Mr. Bannerjee and would ask him not to interrupt 
me. Sir, what I maintain is that no one scheme can be worked out 
to completion on the basis of Rs. 20 per square mile. 

Now, Sir, I return to the items of the Government scheme, that is, 
the objects to which Government propose to devote this money. We 
have, as I have said, endeavoured to meet needs, and I am sure the 
House will agree that the objects which we have selected are objects 
which can be described as the pressing needs of the province. Take 
for instance paddy seed: if we can improve the outturn of paddy we 
shall confer a real benefit on the cultivators. One hundred and fourteen 
union boards have already undertaken this scheme. This shows that 
the scheme is appreciated lo(‘ally: 114 union boards already have such 
paddy seed farms. We liope to increase this number by several 
hundred.s and if we do so — and the scheme offers every promise of 
success because it has ju'oved a success in certain areas — we shall be 
increasing the outturn of i)addy; thereby w'e shall l)e increasing the 
wealth of the cultivators and shall be able to take some jmrt of the 
load of cure from their shoulder'^. Then as regards the improvement 
of cattle: can anybody in tliis House deny that the improvement of 
cattle is a most important need in Bengali The scheme which has 
been put forward has been tried in two districts, and it has been accom- 
panied by a (M)nsiderable amount of success. Again exj>erience offers 
hope of success ami we trust that this scheme will confer on the ten 
districts a very considenihle measure of Wnefit. Again, if we can 
succeed in improving the breed of cattle in ten districts we hope that 
other districts will later on take up the scheme. Then, to turn to 
drainage and flushing schemes: Sir, I have frequently heard argu- 
ments in the House in favour of more and more money being sjwnt by 
Government on drainage and flushing schemes. Many areas in Bengal, 
particularly Central Bengal, will l)enefit greatly from minor stbemes 
- designed to drain and fliisli the country side. The schemes which will 
he taken up have not yet been definitely settled, but as stated in the 
memorandum, they will be ^elected in consultation with local opinion. 
The schemes which will meet with the approval of the district boards 
will be the schemes that will be carried out. I now jiass on to the great 
question of water-supply and I think Mr. Thompson is right when he 
eays that it would not be wise to spend the extra grant on one particular 
project, such as water-supply. Indeed, 8ir, I do not know what is 
axacrtly the intention underlying the insertion of * ‘water-supply” in 
Mr. Bannerjee’s amendment. The amendment as now worded appears 
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to require that the grant shall be devoted almost exclusively to water- 
supply projects; in fact, it seems to me that althoi^h Mr. Bannerjee 
perhaps did not realise it, the effect of the addition to his amendment 
— an addition which he accepted—is to limit the expenditure to 
works of water-supply. And I am not certain that all those members 
who spoke in support of Mr. Bannerjee’s amendment realised this or 
intended that the expenditure should be limited to water-supply- 
Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin, although he supported the amendment, 
advocated expenditure on more than one object — rural water-supply, 
the eradication of malaria — malaria (ian to a considerable extent be 
eradicated by the beneficial effects of drainage and flushing schemes — 
and Anally the primary education of girls. Then Maulvi Abul Kasemi 
stressed water-supply but afterwards quietly inserted dminage and 
flushing schemes. Again Niiwab Musharruf Hossuin stressed the 
importuiice of water-supply and then passed on to malaria and jute- 
marketing. Sir, if there is one point clear from the debate it is that 
many members of the House have their own individual ideas as to how 
this money sliould he spent; their ideas are certainly not in agree- 
ment, nor are they wedded only to water-supply schemes. 


As regards water-supply, if our proposals are examined, I hope, it will 
be agreed that we propose to devote a considerable amount of money to 
water-supply. First ot all, Its. •1,50,000 is to he devoted to water- 
supply and disi)ensarieK. If local opinion favours water-supply and 
not dispensaries the grant will go to water-supply. Then, there ere 
drainage and flushing schemes which <-ertainly will improve water- 
supply. If rivers are flushe<l, water-s\i])ply is likely to he improved 
far more than by digging half-a-dozen tanks. Then, the discretionary 
grants as 1 Imve explained, will he given to (’ommi.ssioners and District 
Officers and these grants are often given to schemes for digging tanks, 
sinking wells and so forth. So, we have in our own propu-sals favoured 
water-.supply to a considerable extent. I certainly realise the import- 
ance of improving the sources of water-supply and I feel sure the House 
will agree that our proposals give considerable prominence to water- 
supply schemes. There is also one more point about water-supply I 
w^ould like to mention. A considerable amount of money is already 
spent every year on water-supply. The district l)oards spend about 
lls. G lakhs and (loverniuent make an annual grant of Rs. 2 lakhs and 
also provide funds for loan.s: that is Rs. 8 lakhs in all is spent annually 
on water-supply. Would it he wise, Sir, in view of the considerable 
amount of money that is now spent on this object, to spend the whole 
of the grant of Rs. 16 lakhs on improvement of water-supply to the 
exclusion of other needs which are equally urgent and to which members 
of the House hav^ repeatedly drawn attention in the course of the 
Budget debates? 
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regards tiia ueed for new crops in place of jute. The proposed crop 
demonstimtion centres will demonstrate the possibility of substitute 
cfops such as ground-nuts, sugarcane, etc. Is not this, Sir, a suflicient 
justification for spending part of the grant on these demonstration 
centres? 

Sir, I oppose the amendment. 

The amendment of Babu Jitendralal Bannerjee, as amended in 
Council, being then put, a division was taken with the following 
result : — 


AYES. 

KaMW. ASt(. 

MtM, Mr. a. 

M«m 1«, KSaa taSaivr MiS«ii»a< AMsI. 
MvkiMpatiiya, RM SAMS lirtt esaairA. 
Rif, iaSa Sak Lai. 

OaaMia, Maalvt Akal. 

Ray. taka AnalyaikAa. 

Rif. Rika Rifia«fi Nirtfia. 

Rif, Mr. SkaaU SkakkirMwar. 

Riat, Rika Natiai. 

•iaiaS, Mtalvl AkSat. 

iaa, til RikiSar Akiktf Kaiaar. 

Na, Rii RtkiSar JafMk Rkiaira. 

•iafk, Srllat TiJ Rikilar. 


NOES. 


AkiMS. Rfcaa RikaSar Maaivi iMaSaMia. 
AU, Maahrt Manaa. 

AU. Maalvl ifti Haatkar. 

Maaarll, Mr. F. 

RMtarlaa, Raka 4HaaRrMai. 

•araia. Raka Fraaikari. 

Mata. Mr. RartaSra Kaiaar. 

Rkaltarjaa, Mr. R. e. 

Rkaaikarl, Raka KUkart Makaa. 
Rkawikari. Maalvl Aktfal Rkaat. 
•ktwSkarf. Maaivi Raral Akaar. 

Patt, Ral Rakaiar Or. MarMkaa. 
raHallak. Maatrl MakawaaS. 

Naki«. Maalvl AkAaL 
Maaaa. Kail EaiAaAal. 


Altai. Rawakiaia Kkvaja MakaaaaA. Kkaa 
RakaAar. 

Artkar. Mr. S. R. 

SaL Raka UM Kaiaar. 

MM, RM Rakaiar Sarat OkaaSra. 
iaM.Mr.t. 

Mata, Mr. I. SL 

Rkaaia. Mr. Afanra Ka«ar. 

ekaaikarl, Kkaa RakaSar Maalvt Naicar RakMta. 

Rkaaikaii, Dr. Aafaaira OkaaRra. 

Rtaaikait. Maaivi 9fi RtMaa NaMir. 

RkavRkarf. Mali Ra« Ak«i4. 

Rakaa, Mr. 0. A. 

Caap ir , Mr. R. R. 

Dm, RkH RampriMR. 

KaaefiL MaaW Par Rakam Kkaa. 
rarafal.«ka Naa*kli Ravak K. R. M., al Rataapar. 
PaamN. Mr. L. R. • 


•lltkHtl. Mr. R. R. 

•laAAlag, Mr. 0. 

Ratkrta. Mr. P. 0. 

NalAar, Mr. I. K. 

Napaa, tka Nta*Mi Kkaa RakaAar M. Atival. 
Magf. Mr. R. F. 

NaaFtr. Mr. R. R. 

NaMAla. Maalvl Latatat 
KIUM, Maalvl AM AkAaRa. 

Kkaa. Mr. Raiaar Rakaaiaa. 

Kkaa, Maalvl TaailiaAAIa. 

U«k, Mr. T. 

Laavaa, Mr. R. W. 

Laakkart, Mr. A. R. K. 

MIMar. Mr. 1. R. 

MWir, tka Maa*tla Mr Rra | i a Ara LM. 

MaRMw Mr. Makaaia i aka ry . 

flaaif. MAkvala Mti PkMMra, at KaMaMaatr. 
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nmrntmu, tiM kivim« ur, 
ftttaMU, Mhtm Utmtm A. r. «. AM«f- 
Aay, Mhi XMUr 
tif MMrtffeMTfp Mr. K. •. 

Mi, M NM’lto Mr. R. R. 

RtM, Mr. i, R. 

RMRwife, Mr. T. 4, Y. 

R#f. tfci Rfi'ili Mr RfJ«f Pnui Maf k. 

Rty, Mr. Mtaiwar Miwii. 

Rtf, Mr. tarvl Rmar. 

Rtf Rlwailmrt, Rake Rtai kkaa^ra. 

The Ayes being 29 and the Noes 5G, the amendment was lost. 

Mfa PRESIDENT: Order, order. The original motion is talked ou( 
The Count]! stands adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 23rd. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Friday, the 23rc 
August, 1935, at the Council House, Calcutta. 


I t eiM MIt k , MaMfi MeRmaeC 

Mme, Mr. 4 . W. R. 

Mtftet, Mr. N. 1. 1. 

TfttMptte, Mr. W. N. 

Ttwetei. Mr. H. R. V. 
Welkw,Mr.4. R. 

WtMkif, Mr. R. L, 

WRUetee, Mr. N. R. 

WttihtiM, tk« NM*Mt Mr Jtke. 
Wtriivtrih, Mr. W. 8. 
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Pcoceeifilitt of the Bengal LegidaUve Council aaaeinbled under 
the provitiont of the Government of India Act. 


The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House, 
Calcutta, on Friday, the 23rd August, 1935, at 3 p.m. 

PraMnt: 

Mr. President (the Hon’ble Raja Sir Manhatha Nath Ray 
Chowdhury, of Santosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hoirble Ministers and 97 nominated 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers wa*e given) 

Assistance obtained from union boards in administrative mattersa 

^88. Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Is the Uonbls 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware 
that Government get the help of the union boards in tbe following, 
namely — 

(i) ])repaiation of the death and birth registers; 

(u) preparation of the electoral rolls for all elections; 

(Hi) enumerating cattle, tobacco dealers and license-holders of 
different kinds; 

(tv) preparation of list of convicts and susf>e(‘ts; 

(rj arresting absconders; 

(ri) making enquiries in the criminal ca.ses; 

(fii) inve.stigatiou of cases by judicial officers and the {)olice; 

( rm) attachment of profierties by the process-servers and Na«irs; 
(ie) raising subscriptidhs of various kinds; and 
(jr) many other matters? 

(b) If the answers to (a) are in the affirmative, will the Uon’ble 
Minister be pleased to stale what remuneration, if any, is given to the 
union boards by the Government ? 

(c) If no remuneration is paid, are the Government considering the 
desirability of granting remuneration to the union Imards in future? 
If not, why not? 
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MINISTER In ofonrgt of LOCAL SELF4IOVERNMENT OiFART* 
MENT (tho Hon^blo Sir Sijoy Prasad Singli Roy): (a) Local officers 
obtain the aHsistance of union boards in administrative matters such 
as those mentioned by the member. Government are not, however, 
nwure that the help oi union boards is taken in raising subscriptblia^ 
(//) No payment is made. 

(r) No, a.s no material addition to the expenditure of union h&krds 
is involved. 


Maulvi SYED MAdID BAKSH: Is it not a fact that such work 
eniails additional expenditure in the shape of services rendered by the 
onion boards? ^ 


The HOfl*hle Sir BIUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir, Govern- 4 

inent obtain the assistance of union boards in such matters. 

Maulvi SYED MAdID BAKSH: As such, is it not proper that . 
some remuneration should be given by Government for the labour and 
time spent P 

The Hofi’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the work of 
the union IxMirds is generally honorary; so no money value is attached 
to the time spent by them. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: !s the work of tlie chuiikidars and 
slefadurs honorary ? 

The HOfl’bM Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: They are paid 
for by Government. 

Maulvi SYED MAdID BAKSH; Why, in that case, should they not 
be given some remunerati<m for work rendered in this connection? 

Tha Hon*ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The work 

rendered by tliem is considered to Ite a part of their noruuil duty. 

(Haji lladi Ahmed Chowdhury asked a f^w supplementary questions 
in Bengali, the following being an English translation of them.) 


Ha)i BADI AHMED CHOWDHDRY; With reference to answer 
(c), is it not a fact that for this additional work extra men with increased 
rate of remuneration have to be engaged by the union boards? 

Tbt Hon’blS Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Government 
have DO information, Sir, 
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. HaftftADI AHMED CHOWOHURY: Why should not any re- 
m^eiation be given to the union boards when remuneration is given in 
such cases to municipalities? 


MOffble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: So far as my 

ftfrarmation goes, municipalities do not get any additional amount for 
th^lfreparation of voters’ lists. 


Hajj BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY : Does the Ilon’lde Minister 
take any cognisance of the fact that all the union iKiards of lien gal 
prepare a list of voters ahout 7(1 times more than enumerated hy all the 
Bpnicipalities? 


The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I cannot say 
vrhat is the proportion. 


M«thabhanga river. 

*69. MauJvi SYED MAJID BAK8H: (o) Is the Ilon'hle Memhcr 
in charge of the Irrigation Department considering the desirahility 
of constituting a committee consisting of persons interested in iniga- 
tion problems and of approaching the railway authorities to nominate 
members on it to go through tlie whcde (juestion of the canalisation of 
the Mathabhanga in order to in('rease the outflow of water from it for 
the purpose of improving the tlead and dying livers of Nadia and 
Jessore and also in the interest of the Hardinge Bridge? 

(h) Is tiie Tloirble Member aware that the railway authoiities are 
not averse to smh a course of action? 

MEMBER in charge of IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Naziimidclin): (//) (lovernment ore advised that 
the appointment of a committee at this stage would serve no useful 
purpose. 

(b) No, Steps have, however, been taken to usceitain the view^ 
of the railway administration regarding the projxisul in so far us it 
may affect the Hardinge Bridge. 

Maulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will tiie Ilon’hle Member be 
pleased to state who is trying to asoerain the views of the Ilailwuy ad- 
ministration ? 

The Hon'bla Kharaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; The Chief Engineer. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
^pleiwed to state whether the letter a.scertaining the view 5 of the Hail- 
Wily adminietralion has already been is.Hued? 

21 
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The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: No, Sir. 

Mauivi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: When does the Hon’ble Member 

think lliu fommunitation will issue? 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: As soon as the Chief 

Engineer gets a little lime. 


Kidnapping casesa 

*70. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of Naatil- . 

pur; (a) Will the Ilon’hle Member in charge of the Police Department 
be plea.sed to lay on the table a statement for the last three years 
showing : — 

(/) the number of kidnapping cases brought to tlie notice of the 
police ; 

(a) the number of cases sent for trial; 

{ill) the numlxo' of cases in which the accused person or persons 
were convicted; 

(/r) the aveiage age of the girls indicating the community to which 
they belong; and 

(r) the age and the community ot the persons so convicted? 

(b) What steps, if any, have the (iovernmeut taken to check the 
evil ? 

w 

(c) J)o the (lovernment contemplate a measure pro\iding exemplary 
punishment for such ofl’ences? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mn Rt N» Reid): (o), {h) and (r) The member is referred to the 
reply given to starred (pieslion No. 31 (o), (c) and {d) in the last 
February session ot the (’ouncil. Statistics for 1934 and details of the 
ago of the persons concerned are not available, and Government regret 
that they are not pr<‘pared to undertake the laborious enquiry which 
would be neeessiiry to obtain them. 

Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state if flogging in addition to imprisonment and 
fine has been introduced in such cases? 

Tha Hoii’bla Mf« R. N* REID: No, Sir; the Act does not pravidP’’^)* 
for it. m 
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Btggar probltm in CaieutUu 

SETH HUNUMAN PR08AD PODDAR: (a) U the Hon hi# 

Minister in charge of the Loc4il Self-Government Department aware — 
(i) that the congregation of l>eggara of varioun nationalities and 
races in (’alciittn is proving a regular n«isan(‘e to the 
public ; 

in) that u numl.er of beggars in ('alcuita suffer funa infectiou* 
diseases; and 

( ,'// ) that there is a source of great danger to the health of the city 
from the beggais suffering from infectious diseases I' 

t6) What action, if any, do the (hivernmeut pro|HKse to take to 
safeguard the health of the i)eople of t’alcutta from (‘ontacd with the 
diNcasevi and infe('ti(m-carr\ ing heggais‘r 

) Have the (ro\erniiieiit consideitul (lie idea of deporting all the 
able-bodied beggars out of (’alcattuy 

{fh Hiive the (rovei iiiuent any st heme or are they piejiared to con- 
sider and adopt as early a> iM)ssil)le any thorough-going scheme for 
meeting the beggar [iroblcm in ('alcuttai' 


The Hon’ble SIR BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: {n){i) and (m> 

Yes. 

nil) (i< \einment lia\e no reason to think that the piesence of tiiese 
begga*^ ( o!i''t ii utes a source of great danger to the lieallh of the 
city. 

(h) ])o( H not aiise. 

(c) Xo. 

{il \ ( iinci niiient are prepaied to examine the whole question and 
ascej'tain fujblic opinion. 

Mautvi TAMiZUODIN KHAN: Is the (lovernmeut aware that 
there is a large number of lepers amongst tlie.se beggaisj' 

The Hofl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: There are some^ 
but I do not know whether tliere is u large number of them. 

Matllvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to answer («)(m)» 
doe« not the (fovernmeiit think tluit the presence of these beggars is a 
aCKUrce of danger, at least to the health of the inhabitants of the city? 


Hm Hon^ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: Possibly so, Sir. 
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Mauivi TAMiZUDOIN KHAN: With reference to answer (d), 
the Government ever apply its mind to the problem at all? 

Tha HOfi>ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. Vhia 
question was examined some years ago, but, I think, the information 
then eollected is now out of date. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: So far as these matters are con- 
cerned, in what way does the Government intend to ascertain public 
opinion ? 

Tha HOfl'bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The details have 
not yet been examined, and I am not in a position to say what will 
be the procedure. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: When does the Government expect ^ 
that it will be able to take action in the matter? 

The Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: In the near 

future. 

Mr. C. C. COOPER: In view of the great anxiety created in 
(’ulcutta by the danger of the pre.sence of a large number of lepers 
amongst the beggar population, are tbe Government considering the 
desirability of taking a<‘tion in the matter at a very e‘arly date? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the primary ^ 
responsibility rests with tbe (hilcntta (’orporation. but (lovernraent 
would be pleased examine tbe fpiestion. 

SETH HUNUMAN PROSAD PODDAR: Is tbe (iovernment 
prepared to give effei't to tbe recommendation.s of the Beggar Con- 
ference held recently in Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: 1 cannot commit 
ilovernment in any way, but Government are prej>ared to examine the 
whole question. 

Hespittl for tuberculous pationts. 

•T2. Mauivi RAdlB UDDIN TARAFDER: (o) Is the Hou’ble 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department aware 
that the incidence of tuberculosis is very high in the whole of t£i« 
province? 


1 
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% (b) the Hon’ble Minister in possession of statistics to show the 
^u:il or probable number of tuberculosis cases in the province at the 
py^ai moment? 

(c) Is it a fact that there are no other special hospitals for the 
treatment of such cases except the tuberculosis hospital at Jadabpur 
lun by the Calcutta Medical Aid and Research Society? 

(d) Is it not a fact that the accommodation available in the Jadabpur 
hospital is inadequate for the needs of the province? 

(e) Are the Government contemplating the establishment of similar 
institutions in different iwirts of the province? 

Tha Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINCH ROYs (o) The death 
rate from tuVrculosis has increased during the last decade; it cannot 
be said, iiowever, that it is very high. 

(h) The number of deaths from tuberculosis in 19JU was 14,H46. 
The number of persons suffering from the disease cannot be ascertained. 

(r) and (d) Yes. 

(e) In their present financial fwsilioii, Government cannot estab- 
lish similar institutions in different parts of the province. Government 
have, liowever, under consideration a pro|X)Sttl for the establishment 
of a tuher<'ul(jsis sanitarium for wliiidi a donation of Its. haa 

been received. 

Deb Barmt Estate of Dinalpur. 

*73. Srijut TAd BAHADUR 8INCH: Will the lIouMde Member 
in (diaige of the Itevenue Department lie pleased to state — 

(/) under what circumstances and for what rea.sons the Deh Bnrma 
Estate of the Diiiajpur distrif t has lieen taken under the 
management of the (Vmrt of Wards lately; 

(i/) whether the estate is encuinhered; 

(at) whether there is no male proprietor; 

(ir) whether the proprietor is a minor; 

(r) whether the proprietor is not (|ualified to manage on account 
of mental defect or defect in the bruin; and 

(ri) for how many years the estate has Wn taken under the Court 
of W’^ards? 

MEMBER in ohargi of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tN Hon^bli 

Brofomfra Lai Mittor); (O To give protection to an important 
family of the district, the owner of which was incapacitated from 
managiug a big estate owing to ill-health. 
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^(ii) No. 

(in) There is a male proprietor. 

(iv) and (r) No. 

(vi) The charge of the estate was taken in September, 1934, but 
not for any definite period. 


Temporarily settled estates in Mymensingh. 

*74* Maifivi ABDUL HAKIM* (a) Is the Ilon’ble Member in 
charge of the Itevenue Department aware that the temjwrarily settled 
estates or (foveriimeiit estates (khas vuihah) in the district of Mymen- 
singh are undergoing revi.sional survey oi)erution this year? 

(h) Is it a fact that the Government are contemplating enhance- 
ment of rents in these e.states as a result of this survey operation? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, what is the reason 
for such enhancement of rents? 

(fl) Is the Ilon’ble Member aware — 

(i) that the temporarily settled estates and Government estates 
almost in all places comprise riparian lands (char lands); 

(/i) that the paddy crops both au^ and a]no 7 i are being almost 
totally damaged every year owing jo abnormal or untimely 
flood during some years past ; 

(tii) that jute is the only crop grown in these riparian lands; 

(iv) that this jute crop is again harvested in a stage of premature 

growth l>efore the advent of flood water in the fields; 

(v) that the tenants in these estates aie hopelessly in arrears of 

rents owing to the unusual fall in the jmice of rice, jute 
and other agricultural products; 

(ri) that the Public Demands Pe(‘over\ Act is being largely used 
in tlie estates tor the realisation of urrear rents; and 

(c//) that Government have been saving occasionally large number 
of tenants in these estates from starvation by granting 
agricultural loans at the time of failure of crops? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble MeinWr aware of the iH'culiar condition of 
riparian lands on either side of the old Hrahmaputni river whose bed 
has been greatly silted up causing abnormal flood which almost totally 
damages the paddy crop on these lands? 

(/) If the answers to (d) and (e) are in the affirmative, are the 
Government prepare<l to abandon the idea of any enhancement of rente 
nt this time? 
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TUt Handle Sir BRMENDRA LAL MITTiRs (a) and (h) Tea. 

(f) The existing rents are low coni[)ared with the productivity of 
the soil. In this and other districts similar lauds bear higher rents. 
The existing rents would have l)een higher but for the fact that at the 
last settlement enhancement was limited to about half of what was 


admissible. 

(</)(t) Yes. 

(m) No. Partial damage is only occasionally caused to crops by 
floods. 


{til) No: Government’s information is that besides jute» these 
lands grow aus and ninou paddy as well ns rohi crops. 

(ic) This is not always the case. Occasionally jute is harvested 
prematurely to avoid submersion by flood. 

(r) It is true that tenants aie in arrears; but prices are rising and 
the situation is showing signs of improvement. 

(rO Rent is realised in some cases by certifiiate. 


(rn) Agricultuial loans lune been granted when fouinl necessary. 


(e) The lands are fertilised yearly by a dejKJsit of silt and far from 
being more liable to flood they are yearly be<anning less liable. 

(/) Government see no reason to abandon their polic y of a moderate 
enhancement of rents. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: Is the llon’ble Member aware that there 
are large tracts of lowlying binds, almost in every estate, and that 
am/jn crop.s groM ii there are damaged e\ery year? 


The Hofi’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I have answered 
that question before, Sir. 

Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: May I know what is the price of jute 
this year? 

The HoiPhle Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: It varies from day 

to day. 

Bashatti Estate. 


*75. Kail EMDADUL HOQUE: (a) Is the Hon’ hie Meinlier in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(f) that during the attachment of the Bashatti Estate in the 
Kurigram subdivision under section 99 of the (Vss Act the 
Tahnildar of Khalilganj Tahsil camp in the said sulidivision 
fealiaed rent.s from a tenant for a period for which no rente 
were due; 
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(it) that the Collector, llangpur, received a report thereof ftt)m 
the questioner; and 

(in) that the Collector questioned the questioner’s right to report 
the matter to him as a member of the Legislative Council 
and demanded a vakalatnama? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to state — 

(i) if the members of the Legislative Council are barred from 

drawing the attention of the proper authorities regarding 
illegal acts or dishonest practices al the collecting staff of 
their districts; 

(ii) bow the aggrieved tenant expects to get proi>er credit for the 

amounts paid by him in excess? 

The Hon’ble ffir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (a) (i) No. 

{ii) Yes. The rejMirt was received six months after the estate was 
icleused from attachment. 

(ill) Yes. Ihe Collector expressed his doubts regarding the justi- 
fiont’on of the member’s interference. 

(li) (i) Members of the Legislative (’ouncil are not debarretl from 
making representations to proi>er authorities; Government have how- 
ever been informed that the allegations made by the (|uestioner were on 
inquiry found to be false and w’hen the Tahsildar (a)ncernecl wanted to 
biing an action for slander against him, the (piestioner api)roached him 
and amicably settled the matter. 

(it) In view of the reply to (piestion (a) (tL this does not arise. 

Bibu JITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: AV’ith reference to (a) (in), 
has the llon’ble Miunber read the letter addressed to the Collector by 
Kazi Kmdadul HoqueP 

The Hon’ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: I have. 

Bebu dITENORALAL BANNERdEE: Is ii not a fact that the 
language u.sed tliere is one of calculated aloofness? 

The Hofl’bie Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: That is a matter 

of opinion, Sir. 

Mr. 8HANTI SHEKHARE8WAR RAY; Will the Hon’ble 

Member be pl«*ased to state whether the Government is prepared to 
censure the District Magistrate for his rude behaviour? 

Th$ Hon'bl# Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTERc No. 
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Mm 4iTENDRALAL BANNEMEEt WiU the Hon’ble Member 

be piesied to state in wbat consisted the so-oalled interference of the 
£axi Sldiib when he tried to draw the attention of the Collector to 
certain matters of fact? 


The HOfl’Mn Sir BROilENDRA LAL MITTER: The interference 
consisted in instigatinfr the people to make false claims. 

RaiHI dITENDRALAL BANNERJEE: Is there any proof of such 
instigation anywhere on the part of the questioner? 

The HOfl’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Thai is the result 
of an investigation. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Does the Government 
expect co-operation from the iiiemhers of the Legislative Council if such 
riide behaviour is allowed to be meted out to them by subordinate 
oflScers of (tovernment ? 


The HOfl’ble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER:^ Government 
expect nothing from <*ertain meinhers of the (’ouncil. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: With reference to answer is it 

not a fact that the questioner sent a report to the (Collector stating tlm 
period for which the excess realisation was made? 

The Hon’ble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: It was asked 
whether tahsfhlarx realised the rents twiie over from tenants, and the 
answ’er is no. I cannot follow the present question. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, my c|ucstion is, whether the 
questioner has sent a report to the Collector slating that rents for a 
particular period were realised from the tenants although they wore not 
due from them? 

The Hofi’ble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I want notic;e of 
the question. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Tlon’hle Member be pleased 
to state as to who made the enquiry stated in of the answer? 

Tht HOfl’bla 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: The Collector. 


Kazi EIJDADUL HOQUE: W^iil the Hon’ble Hemlier take it from 
me that the Collector has not made any enquiry whatsoever? 
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Mrg PRESIDENT: That k no question at all. 

Mr* Pi BANERJI: Will the Hon^ble Member be pleased to give ua 
a list of fhe members of this Council from whom Government does not 
exp(‘(‘< any co-operation? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I am not prepared 

to do so. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Is it the personal view 
of the llon’ble Member or is it the considered view of the Government, 
that Government does not expect any help from certain members of 
this Council? 

The Hofl’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: It is my personal 

view, Sir. (A voice: Shame.) 


Panga Estate. 

•76. Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: («) Will the llon’ble Member in 
charge of the llevenue Department be plea.se<l to state — 

(0 for what amount of arrears of cess due.s the Ihinga Estate has 
been attached under section Of) of the ('ess Act ; 

(?0 what is the amount (ollected now; and 

(ifi) how long the atta<*hment is likely to continue? 

(b) Is the Hon’lde Member aware that one Maniruddin of Dari 
Kishorepur, police-station Ulipur (Kangpur), was served last year by 
the Tahsildar employed to realise rents under .section 99 of the Cess 
Act with a notice saying that should the former not turn up at the 
latter’s Vi'sidence by the next morning he would under the orders of the 
Di.strict Magistrate be tortured by the police and the military? 

(c) Was the matter rejxirted to the Collector of the district? If 
fo. what was the result? 

Tha Hofi*bi« Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: («) (i) Rs. 14,874. 

(it) Rupees 58,420 including arrears of land revenue. 

(iiV) Fntil all arrears of land revenue and cesses are realised. It 
is not possible at present to say exactly when this will be. 

(b) 1 es. The notice was i,s8ued by a young and inexperienced 
mohnrir. 

(c) Ye.s. The conduct of the moharir was extremely wrong and he 
was severely warned and fined half a month’s pay. As his fault wee 
confined lo the issue of the notice, no further action was taken. 
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‘ Kflt EMOAtoUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased 
to stato where that notice ivS uowP 

Tto Hon’Ma Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I do not know. 

Kail EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon^le Member be pleased 
to state whether it is not a fact that the notice, stated in answer (r), 
was taken possession of by the Subdi visional Officer as socin as the 
matter was communicated lo the District Officer)^ 

The Hoit’ble 8ir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: I have no informa- 
tion on that point. 

Realisation of rents by oortifloatee in Rangpur. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: (o) Is the Ilon’ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(i) that the questioner wrote a letter to the iron’hle Member of 
the Board of Revenue on the 12th June last, reciuesting him 
to direct an enquiry regarding certain allegations of illegal 
acts said to have been (ommitted by the Tahsil staff in the 
matter of realisation from tenants of rents under the provi- 
sion of section f'O of the Cess Act in the Rangpur district; 
and 

{ii) that the Collector of Rangpur has in that connection warned 
the (luestioner and sent to him for his information and 
guidance in the shape of a memorandum an extract from his 
letter to the Secretary to the Bcuird of Revenue!^ 

(h) If the answer to (rt) is in the affirmative — 

(i) in what cajiacity and under what authority has the Collector 

issued a warning to the questioner; 

(ii) what is tho ground of issuing such a warning; and 

{ill) wliat are the contents of the letter of warning referred Ut'f 

Tha Hoil’bie Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (a) (i) and (it) 
Yes. 

(h) (i) In his caimcity as District Officer and as the authority 
empowered under the law to collect rents and cesses of estates attached 
under section 99 of the Cess Act. 

(tt) The allegations made by the member were found on enquiry 
held in his presence to be false and be was cautioned against unjusti- 
fiable interference in the discharge of public business. 

(in) Government are not prepared to disclose the contents of the 
letter. 
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*7t. BUmi 8ATI8H CHANDRA RAY GHOWDHURYs (a) 

the Uon’ble Meml)er in charge of the Judicial Department be 
to 8tate whether it in a fact that innumerable confidential circulars ha%b 
been i«»ued by the High 0<)urt, authorising Subordinate Judicial 
cers to issue general orders and circulars, prohibiting pleaders to entof^ 
into office rooms of civil court buildings and hold conversations 
ministerial officers in regard to suits or cases in which they are coil^ 
cemed ? ^ 

V 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what is the object of 
issuing such confidential circulars and what is the reason of making 
these circulars confidential? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that the investing of Judicial 
Officers with such powers on the strength of confidential circulars has 
placed those officers and the lawyers practising in their courts in a 
very strained relationship? 

{d) Were the opinions of the I>istrict Judges and the Presidents of 
the Bar Associations taken before the issuing of such confidential 
circulars ? 

(e) Is the Ilon’ble Member aware — 

(i) that the way in which these confidential circulars are enforced 
has made it vvellnigh i!n|x)ssible for pleaders to discharge 
their responsibilities to their clients; and 
(h) that the same has created a feeling of public' discontent in the 
country ? 

(/) Do the Government propose to move the High Court to with- 
draw the confidential circulars? 

(ff) If the answer to (/) is in the negative, are the Government 
considerHig the desirability of taking steps to prevent the presiding 
officers of subordinate courts from issuing circulars to the members of 
the Bar Associations against the spirit of instructions received by them? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of advising 
the High Court to attach an Enquiry Office in each court to facilitate 
the securing of information by pleaders in right time for the proper 
conducting of their cavses? 

MEMBER in ohvg» ^ ilUDIOIAL DEPARTMENT (the HonnMt 
Sir BmjtiKira Lai Mittar): (a) No. 

(b) to (g) Do not arise. 

(h) No. 
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Brngal InMiCidiiM Bill. 

•m, MBllIvi TAMIZUODIN KHANi (a) Will the Hoo’ble Member 

c&arge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state when the 
Qaveminent propose to introduce in Council the contemplated Bill for 
* reconciliation of debts with a view to relieve rural indebtedness in this 
J^“|ttovince P 

(h) If the Bill is not intended to be introduce<i in the current session 
ot^the Council, ^ill the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state — 

(i) what are the reasons for the same; and 

(it) whether the Government in their estimation ex|>eet that the 
Rill will be passed duriii); the lifetime of the present 
Council ? 

The Hon’bie Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTERs (a) During? the 
current session. 

(h) (t) and Oi) Do not arise. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(anfwert to which were laid on the table) 

Chashara station. 

40. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: (a) Is the llon’ble Mem- 
ber in cbarge of the l*ublic Works (Railways) Department aware — 

(/) that iiiconveniem'e is caused to the public owing- to the absence 
of a raised platform at the Chashara station on the Eastern 
Bengal Railway; 

{ii) that trains usually stop outside the station yard; 

{Hi) that the passengers are to walk a long distance to tome to the 
gate; 

(iv) that the station is not properly lighted at night; and 

(v) that there is no proper waiting arrangement for the waiting 

passengers ? 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
Cttusidering the desirability of taking necessary steps to remove the 
Imid grievances at an early date? 

MEMBER in chargt of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
MENT (tht Hon’bla Sir John WoocBiMmOs (a) (i) As has been stated 
in reply to questions on previous occasions, a rail-level platform is not 
as convenient for passengers as a raised platform. 
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(u) Provision has been made for extension of the rail-level plat- 
form at the station in the programme of works for 1936-37. 

(it/) The exit is at one end of the platform near the main road. A 
walk either by the platform or by an approach road appears unavoid- 
able. 

{iv) Extra platform-lights were provided last year. 

(r) Three Itenches have been provided in the waiting hall at 
Chashara station for seating accommodation. 

(6) Does not arise. 

Muslims in Medical Service. 

41. Mauivi ABDUL GHANI CHOWDHURY: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the present — 

(/) the percentage of the Muhammadan Assistant and Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons employed under the Bengal Government 
as compared with those of Hindus and other sects; 

ill) the number of Muhammadans in the teaching staff of the 
Me<lical Department, specially in the Dac( a Medical 
School ; and 

(/h) the number of charitable dispensaries in Bengal and the per- 
ceiitage of Muhammadan officers in (hargo of them? 

(h) is the llon’ble Minister aware that the percentage of the 
Muhammadans in the Medical Service is at present very low? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering it desirable to give effect to the Government regulation to 
recruit more Aluhammadans in the Medical Service? 

{d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in the Dacca Medical 
School, Milford Hospital and Civil Surgeon’s office the percentage of 
Muhammadan officers is very low? 

(e) Will the llon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is 
any 8|)ecial training in the Medical Department? 

(/) If the answer t(» {r) is in the affirmative, what is the percentage 
of Muhammadan medical men sent for the purpose? 

Tha Hon»ble BIr BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs (a) (i) PercenV^ 
age of Muhammadan Assistant Surgeons, 15*28 per cent. Percentage 
of Muhammadan Sub-Assistant Surgeons, 11 per cent. 

(ti) 13; Dacca Medical School, 3. 

(ttt) The number of charitable dispensaries in Bengal is 1,144. 
Most of these dispensaries are under the control of local bodies while 
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some 0m priTate instituiioas. The information regarding the nunrber 
of MiSliammadanB employed in these dispensaries is not available. 
The collection of the required information would entail so much tirae^ 
labour and expense that Government regret that they are not prepared 
to undertake the task. 


(b) Government do not think that the percentage is unduly low 
considering that the Medical Service is a te<dmical service and that 
until very recently the numl^r of suitable Muhammadan candidates 
was very small. 

(r) The rule that per cent, of the vacancies in the Medical 
Service filled by direct recruitment should be given to Muhammadans 
is being strictly observed since its adoption. 

(d) Tliere are 3 Muhammadan Medical Officers out of 17 in the 
Dacca Medical School and 2 out of 7 in the Mitford Hospitol. There 
is no Medical Officer attached to the Civil Surgeon^s office. 


(c) Yes, Post-graduate Course of (ruining. 

(/) Every Medi<al Officer has to undergo the training at a certain 
stage of his service in order to qualify for furllier promotion. No 
question of percentage of Muhammadan (»fficers <loes therefore arise. 


Maufvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: With reference to answer {c), 
will the lliurhle Minister 1 m* ]»lea‘<cd to state whether the rtile regard- 
ing the resersation of 33Jrd per cent, of vacancies for Muslims applies 
to ministerial appointments only*' 

The Hon’hle Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. it 
applies to M^Nlical appointments as well. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Is the Hon’ hie Minister aware 
that so far as higher administrative posts are concerned, the rulo is 
that 45 per cent, of appointments should he reserved for Muhammadans}^ 

The Hoft’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir. 

42. Khan Bahadur Mauivi HASHEM ALI KHAN: (a) Will the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Dejmrtment 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the present— 

(t) the percentage of the Muhammadan Assistant and Sule 
Assistant Surgeons employed under the Bengal Government 
as compared with those of Hindus and other sects; 

(u) the number of Muhammadans as compared with the other 
communities in the teaching stall of the Medical Depart- 
ment, specially in the Dacca Medical School ; and 

(Hi) the jiumber of charitable dispensaries in Bengal and the fHjr- 
centage of Muhammadan officers in charge of them? 
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^h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that the percentage of the 
Muhammadans in the Medical Service is at present very low?* 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
ijonsidering it desirable to give effect to the Government regulation to 
recruit more Muhammadans in the Medical Service? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in the Dacca Medical 
School, Mitford Hospital and Civil Surgeon’s office the percentage of 
Muhammadan offi(;ers is very low? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether thei^e iffl 

nny special training in the Medical Department? " 

(/) If tlie answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what is the percentage 
of Muliainmadan medical men sent for the purpose? 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The member is 
referred to the reply to the unstarred question oii the subject put by 
Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury at this meeting. 

43. Maulvi SYED OSMAN HAIDER CHAUDHURI: (a) Will 

the Hon’ble Minister in (harge of the Local Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the 
present — 

(/) the percentage of the Muhammadan Assistant and Sub- 
Assistant Surgeons employed under the Bengal Government 
as compared with those of Hindus and other sects; 

(ii) the number of Muhammadans as compared with the other 
communities in tlie teaching staff of tim Medical Depart- 
ment, specially in the Dacca Medical School; and 

{in) the iiumher of charitahie dispensaries in Bengal and the per- 
<'entage of Mnliaminudan oflieers in (harge of them? 

(6) Is the llimTde Minister aware that the percentage of the 
Muhaininadaim in the Medical Service is at present very low? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering it desirable to give effect to the Government regulation to 
recruit more Muhainmadaus in the Medical Service? 

{d) Is the llon’ble Minister aware that in the Dacca Medical 
School, Mitford Hospital and Civil Surgeon’s office the x>erceniage o|L 
Muhammadan officers is very low? 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased to state whether there is 
any special training in the Medical Department? 

(/) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, what is the percentage 
of Muhammadan medical men sent for the purpose? 
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Till Sir BUOY PRASAD SIHQH ROY: The member ii 

referrei to the reply to the unstarred question on the subject put by 
Maulvi Abdul Ghaui Chowdhury at this meeting. 


44. Maulvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUFJI: {a\ Will the 
Hon^ble Minister in charge of the Ltx'al Self-Government Department 
be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the present — 

(i) the percentage of Muhammadan Assistant and Sub-Assistant 

Surgeons employed under the Bengal Government os com- 
pared with Hindus and other sects; 

(w) the number of Muhammadans as so compared in the teaching 
staff of the Medical Department, specially in the Dac'ci 
Medical School ; 

(Hi) the numl>er of charitable dispensaries in Bengal; and 

(iv) the percentage of Muhammadan officers in charge of them ai 
comjiared with other communities ? 

(h) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that the percentage of the Muham- 
madans in the Medical Service is very low? 

(c) If the answer to {h) is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of giving effect to the Government regula- 
tion to recruit more Muhammadans in the Medical Ser^dce? 

{(1) Is the Ilou’ble Minister aware that in the Dacca Medical Schmd 
Hospital and Civil Surgeon’s office the percentage of the Muslim officers 
is very low? 

{e) Is there any special arrangement for training in the Medical 
Department? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affirmative, what is the percentage 
of Muhammadan medical men sent for the purpose? 

Th« Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAD SINCH ROY: The member is 
referred to the reply to the unstarred question on the subject put by 
Maulvi Abdul Ghani Chowdhury at this meeting. 

45. MaiHvi MUHAMMAD HOSSAINs (a) Will the HonbU 
Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
lb lay on the table a statement showing for the present — 

(t) the percentage of (he Muhamiuadan Assistant and Sub-Assist- 
ant Surgeons employed under the Bengal Government as 

^ compared with those of Hindus and other sects; 

(ii) the number of Muhammadans in the teaching staff of tho 

Medical Dejiartinent, si)ecially in the Dacca Medical School ; 
and 

(m) the humber of charitaUe dispensaries in Bengal and the per- 
^ntage of Muhammadan officers in charge of them? 
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(b) U tb© Hon'ble Minister aware that tbe percentage ol tbe 
Mubammadans in tbe Medical Service is at present very low? 

(c) If tbe answer to (b) is in tbe affirmative, are tbe Government 
considering it desirable to give effect to tbe Government regulation to 
recruit more Mubammadans in tbe Medical Service? 

(d) Is tbe Hon’ble Minister aware that in tbe Dacca Medical School^ 
Mitford Hospital and Civil Surgeon’s office tbe percentage of Mubam* 
madan officers is very low ? 

(e) Will tbe Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether there is 
any special training in tbe Medical Department?. 

(/) If tbe answer to (e) is in tbe affirmative, what is tbe percent- 
age of Muhammadan medical men sent for tbe purpose? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Tbe member is 
referred to the reply to tbe unstarred question on tbe subject put by 
Maulvi AIkIuI Ghani Chowdbury at this meeting. 

Settiament Khntiant. 

46. H«|i BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: (a) Will tbe Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department l>e pleased to state 
whether tbe date of final publication is given in the certified copy of 
tbe finally published settlement khatiann supplied to the public? 

(h) If the reply to («) is in the negative, what are tbe reasons? 

(c) Are the Goveniment considering the desirability of issuing 
instnictions for such supply in future? 

Tht Hon’bM Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (a), {h) and (c) The 

particulars to l>e endorsed on tbe landlords’ and tenants’ copies of the 
khatKiiiK are regulated by rule 885 of the Survey and Settlement Manual. 
The date of final publication is not among these particulars and Govern- 
ment in the past have examined the desirability of including it among 
them; the proposal was however dropped as the date of final publication 
baa no legal significance and it was believed that it was of no material 
importance to tbe public. Anyone particularly interested in the 
matter can always ascertain this date by reference to tbe autboriie4 
final copy of tbe record which is kept at tbe headquarters of 
district. " 


Mutliim in Court of Wartls EtUiot. 

47. Maulvi AlOUL CHANI CHOWDHURY: Will the Hon^ 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay ou the 
table a statement showing for tbe present — 

(t) the number of estates under tbe management of tbe Court of 
Wards in Bengal; and 
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the percentage of the Huelim employees therein as compared 
with those of the other commnnitiesP 


Tilt Ntii*blt Sir BROdCNDRA LAL MITTiRs (i) and (n) The 

member is referred to the answer to starred question No. 40 asked bj 
Haulvi Syed Osman Haider Chaudhuri during the present session. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

Supplementary Estimates of the Government of Bengal 

1935-36 

DEMANDS FOR GRANTS 
34— Agriculture. 

The Hon’bit Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, of RaUnpuri Sir, on 
the recommendation of Ilis Kxcellency the Governor, I beg to move 
that a sum of Its. 41,(Mld hv granted for expenditure under the head 
**34 — Agriculture” to meet the cost of measures to be taken to 
encourage the cultivation of s\ibstifute crops instead of jute and of 
propaganda for the restncti(ni of jute cultivation. 

In thi.s connection. I should like to invite the attention of the 
hon'ble members to m\ speech in this Council in March last when 
making the demand for the ( urrent year’s budget grant in which full 
details of the programme of intensive campaign adopted by Govern- 
maut for inducing cultivators to restrict the areas under the jute crop 
by a direct appeal were explained. It was recognised that in a measure 
like this co-operation and 4 ictive support of the non-officials was essen- 
tially net’esfiary, and fullest advantage was taken of the services of 
non-official workers who rendered ungrudging assistance to the local 
officials at so much personal .sacrifice. This unique example of over 
40,000 non-officials working in perfect harmony with the officials to 
At^LU the common objet t of ameliorating the economic condition of a 
lil^ large section of the cultivating classes will be writ large in the 
MItory of this provin('e. Spontaneous response was also made by the 
glpwers themselves, but for which no propagan<k, however vigorous it 
might be, would have been of any avail. These bard facts have proved 
tka great possibilities of the voluntary method in which Government 
Ikave pinned their faith and have belied the prognostications of those 
who thought otherwise and believed in compulsorx' restriction. It may 
also be mentioned here that this House declared itself against the 
principle of compulsion by legislation in unequivocal terms and voted 
ill favour of voluntarv restriction. As explained in the memorandum 
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of the 12th August, 1935, Government have decided that the propaganda 
for voluntary restriction should continue this year on the lines which 
have been successful in connection with the present jute crop, and we 
hope that with the help of nou>official workers it will be possible to 
launch a vigorous campaign. 

Government also recognise the great importance of adopting inten- 
sive measures for encouraging the cultivation of substitute crops in the 
areas which will he set free as a result of restriction in the cultivation 
of jute, and we iiope these measures will bring to the cultivators a 
better return. Kestriction of the area under jute is a means to the 
end — an increase in the price of raw jute; hut an incentive to the 
cultivation of other iiumev crops as a suhstitule for jute is essentially 
necessary for pLu ing the economic condition of the cultivators on a 
satisfactory footing. Immediate arrangements will be made for the 
distribution among others of Large quantities of sugarcane cuttings and 
groundnuts ior seed purposes, especially in areas where these have not 
yet been introduced at a total estimated cost of Its. 20.000. Our efforts 
in this direction will, it is hoped, be supplemented by contributions 
from district boards and from co-operative central banks, and the 
restriction is expected to he more effective next year, as during the 
jute sowing season certain areas hithertofore cultivated with jute will 
have .standing crops of sugarcane and groundnut on them. Special 
attention of the Agriculture Department will be devoted to this w’ork, 
and an additional staff’ of 50 demonstrators will be employed for this 
purpose. It is recognised that agric'ultural offi<‘eis who possess the 
re(iuiHite knowledge and experience will be in a better position than a 
lay man to bring home to the cuitisutors the benefits of growing such 
crops us well as to give them practical demoii'^tration of the best 
methods of (ultivation. These ofti<ers will be reipiired to stay in the 
local areas and j)rovision has been made for meeting the extra expeudi- 
ture on account of their travelling allowances. 

Sir, in certain quarters a pessimistic view is entertained about the 
result of restriction propaganda in view of the fact that drought 
intervened during the cultivating season. Admittedly, it is impossible 
to estimate what would have been the precise effect of the propaganda 
had there been no drought No useful purpose will be gained by 
delating this point, but there is no gain.saying the fact — a facF 
established by local officers’ reports — that the cultivators actually 
tailed their areas uuder jute whilst drought was merely a contributory 
cause. 

Exception has also been taken by some to the communique issued 
on the 27th July, 1935, as having been of doubtful natxire, and an 
attempt has been made to ascribe it as the cause of the downward 
tendency in the prices of jute. I should like to make it clear that 
there is no ambiguity about the intentions of Government, as explained 
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in tw communique, to continue the scheme for voluntary restriction, 
and lliat Government intend to purstie the policy of restriction of last 
yeaf more vigorously and earnestly. Surely the time is not ripe yet 
for an announcement os to the degree of restriction to be effected. This 
will be made on a later date as was done last year after Government 
are in possession of complete data. 

As regards the question of fall in prices, it is well known that there 
are speculative elements in the jute market which affect the prices. 
It is not possible to }K)int to a particular cause or causes which might 
have led to this weakness in the market, nor can one foretell whether 
this is only temporary or not. Statistics show that prices have a 
tendency to tluctuate in the months of July and August. In any case, 
it can be definitely said tliat the Calcutta prices at the present moment 
are higher than they were in the two preceding years. This goes to 
show unmistakably that the restriction scheme propounded by Govern- 
ment has been successful and holds out tlie promise of further success 
if the campaign is pursued more vigorously and persistently. 

In view of what I have explained, Sir, I hope the hon’ble members 
will be satisfied alx>ut the importance of our scheme, and I, therefore, 
commend iny motion to the acccptaio’e of the House. 

Rii Bahadur AK8H0Y KUMAR BEN: Sir. I beg to move that 
the demand of Ils. 4l,(KK) under the head — Agriculture” be reduced 
by Ils. lot) (projmganda for voluntary restriction of jute cultivation). 

Sir, it cannot be denied that some good was done by the projmganda 
for voluntary restriction of jute cultivation in Bengal. So far as my 
district of larjdpur is comerned, there was, as a nmtter of fact, a 
definite amount of restriction effected, which was due to the unfailing 
and untiring activities of the then District Magistrate, Mr. Porter. 
This projuiganda in niy district wa.s made with the assistance of Circle 
Officers, union Itoards and (ither agencies, the District Magistrate being 
at the head of the movement, and I know that apprec iablo results were 
obtainetl by mean.s of the propaganda at a minimum cost or practically 
no cost to Government. As I have already mU\, Sir, the credit of this 
success was all Mr, Porter s. So far as we know, this propaganda was 
^made mainly through the Circle Officers and union l>oard» and other 
agencies, the District Magistrate l»eing at the head of these affairs, 
and it was because he took interest in these matters. So far as I know 
this was done at a minimum cost or practically no cost and that was 
done by Mr. A. E. Porter, the then District Magistrate of Faridpur. 
But I do not know what was done in other districts, but I may expect 
this was the case there also. .Sir, my submission is that although this 
schema of voluntary restriction has done partial good, I suggest that 
there are other ways and means, and if the Government is pleased to 
adopt those means then we may expect better results. I am not in 
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favour of legislation for restricting cultivation of jute, but I subxoit 
that there should be legislation to fix the standard price of jute because 
we know that in different parts of Bengal there are different rates which 
are being used when jute is purchased from cultivators. We know 
that there is faltu which means that a certain amount, say two to three 
seers, is deducted as faltu. This faltu is always to the benefit of the 
purchaser, and this is a custom, and such customs are in vogue in 
different parts of Bengal which always act to the benefit of the pur- 
chaser and not seller. Again, Sir, in certain districts jute is sold at 
90 to 100 tollas instead of 80 tollas^ the standard weight for each seer. 
These things should be stopped by legislation. Another fact which I 
beg to suggest to the Hon’ble Minister for his consideration is that 
standard price of jute may be fixed by legislation as was done in the 
case of sugarcane in Bihar and tea in several districts of Bengal. It 
had some good effect. There should be some control over the exploita- 
tion of the buyers who are mostly the millowners because they control 
the market. Before the jute is cultivated, they raise the price a little, 
and then at the time of harvesting they say : “We wonH purchase it 
tor more than two, three or five rupees per maund ; either you may 
sell it or not.“ But these cultivators mainly rely upon their produces. 
They cannot but sell it at the prices ottered to them. There should be 
some sort of contn)! of legislation against such exploitation, and I 
think the (lovernment should consider this matter because we know that 
although at tliis time of the year the prii e of jute is going down, we 
never saw the price of hessian going down. That shows that there is a 
demand for manufactured jute which is the monoj>oly of mill-owners. 
The outside trading worbi must have gunny-bags, although it is said 
that substitutes were introduced by some countries, but they are not so 
very useful and durable as these gunny-bags are. My subiiii-ssion is 
that the world must j)ur( base thi.s manufai tured jute and jute is only 
gix)wn in Bengal and that i.s the most imi)ortant thing by which money 
is got fnmi the iuitside world. If .sojue strict measures are not taken 
by the Government, I think the condition of the cultivators and several 
other persons in Bengal, who live mainly ufM)n the earnings of these 
poor cultivators, will go .steadily from bad to worse. My submission 
to-day to the Hon’ble Minister is that he sh(»uld seriou.sly consider how 
to control these buyers who practically control the jute market. There 
should be some contn)l o^'er the.se (ontrollers of jute markets. That is 
my submission. Another imjmrtant matter which I have already stated 
is that there should be standard price fixed by legislation. By way of 
suggestion the Hon’ble Minister should take into ('onsideration whether 
any legislation should not be made for the purpose of fixing the 
minimum standard price of jute whereby the buyer, if he purchases 
jute at a lower price, will be prosecuted and if anybody sells it at a 
lower price he w'ill be similarly prosecuted, although it is sometimes 
said by the purcha.ser: “There is enough jute in stock and we do not 
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want any more.” But the itock though excmiire must have been 
exhamled one way or the other. This voluntary cultivation is no 
doubt for the purpose of restricting the overpituluction of jute, but 
along with it some other measures which I have suggested or any other 
measures which- the HonMtle Minister may think fit should be taken to 
control these exploitations. 

With these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of the 
House. 


Maillvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The Hon’ble Minister has referred 
with complaisance to the success of the last propaganda for the restric- 
tion of ( ultivation of jute. He says, however, tluit some doubt is ex- 
pressed in some quarters on the succe.ss of tlie propaganda, I submit 
that doubts have been expres.sed not only outside the (iovernment circle 
but inside the Cabinet, so to say, because it is seen from u note issued 
by the department it.self that such doubt is entertained there also. 
There it is stated and it may he said with confidence that this hope, i.c., 
the hope of .su(‘cc.ss of the propaganda ha.s been fulfilled, though it is 
impossible to assume what would have been the result of the propaganda 
for restriction if there had heeu no drought during the cultivation season. 
Therefore, Sir, it will he not <‘orrect to a.scrihe all the results obtained 
to propaganda alone, and a fair portion of it must he ascribed to acts of 
nature. 1 am not one of tho.se dispo.sed to minimi.se the value of such 
propaganda, because I was, Sir, intimately connected with it and did 
my little hit to help that propaganda. If I express any doubt about 
voluntary rest ri(‘t ion, it is on account of the fact that I have some 
knowledge of the mentality of our cultivators. Pro[)aganda like this 
was not .successful in the past, hut it .seems to have been somewhat 
succe.ssful .so far as the last one is concerned. As 1 have already sub- 
mitted, Government should not be satisfied with what has been attained. 
Government should consider whether it w'ill be necessary in future to 
legislate for the purpose of restricting the cultivation of jute. It is 
true this House once turned dowm the proposal for compulsory restriction 
of the cultivation of jute, but I think public opinion is now’ gradually 
veering round the idea of compulsory restriction and I think it is on 
account of this public feeling that Government took up the propaganda. 
It has succeetled to a certain extent, no doubt. But I submit Govern- 
ment should take a warning and should think of being prepared for com- 
pulsorj’ restriction in future. If the Hon ’hie Minister comes up with 
the question before the Council now, it is doubtful whether the House 
will come to the same conclusion us it did on the last occasion. The 
Hon’ble Minister has stated that attempts are being made to facilitate 
the cultivation of substitute crops. Of these substitute crops sugar- 
cane is the most important and the next in importance to my mind is 
groundnut. As regards sugarcane, the action Government wants to 
take in this matter seems to be altogether onesided. I submit that the 
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Government i» proceeding? in a wrong direction. Government is trying 
to increase the output of sugarcane in this province, but is not doing 
anything for the consumption of the increased produce. Sir, what are 
the Fnited Provinces and Bihar Governments doing in this matter? As 
soon as there was legislation fixing the minimum price of sugarcane, the 
Bihar Government, and particularly the United Provinces Government, 
were up and doing. They tried to induce capitalists to start as many 
mills as possible. At the instance of the Government, propagandists 
came from the United Provinces to Calcutta to induce Calcutta capitalists 
to start mills in the United l^rovinces, but nothing has been done in our 
province by our Government, although a great deal could have been 
done. Sir, only three mills have been started in this province, without 
any Government encouragement whatever, two in North Bengal and one 
in West Bengal. These three mills are certainly not sufficient for our 
province. ]*roduetion can he very easily increased, hut the consumption 
side should not be lost sight of. That is one of my submissions. Sir, 
to my mind a large number of mills can be started in Bengal also. I do 
not know the exact number, I forget it just now, but I think there are 
a large number of mills in the United Provinces — some 100 — but in 
Bengal there are only three mills. This is altogether insufficient. 
Government should encourage the establishment of mills in Bengal. 
Government is (juite welcome in continuing the propaganda for the next 
year. (b»veniment is (juite w'elcome in trying to improve substitute 
cro])s. But Government should not lose sight of the fact that it may be 
necessary to legislate for the compulsory restriction of the cultivation of 
jute in the near future. The Hou’ble Minister has not said anything 
alKiut groundnut in the course of his speech. That is a tiling of very 
great importance. 

Th« Hon’ble Hawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: I did men- 
tion that and sugarcane as well. 

Maulvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sugarcane cannot he grown. But 
groundnut is a crop that can he gr(»wn in almost all parts of Bengal. It 
may be grown in ulniOvst all the districts. The .soil of Bengal is parti- 
cularly adapted to (lie growth of groundnut. If proper encouragement 
is given and facilities are provided, it is not difficult to make groundnut 
one of the greatest money crops in this province, I was assured by tb# 
Hon’ble Sir John AVoodhead during the debate on the special motion 
the other day that groundnut has l»een included as one of the crops with 
regard to which propaganda is going to be done by Government and also 
demonstrations are proposed to be held in selected union boards. That 
is a very welcome gesture, and I hope Government will do all that can be 
*done in this direction. 

Mr. Pi SANERdlt Sir, it was interesting to hear the Hon’ble 
Minister when he said that about fourty thousand non-offioiala helped 
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liim ill liit propaganda for the restriction of jute. He also maintained 
that he was successful in the roluntary restriction. That may be his 
considered opinion, but opinion differs. Sir, if you scrutinise the whole 
thing you will find that according to the statement there has been a 
reduction of 28 per cent, and the Government wanted it to be reduced by 
33} per cent. — it is near the mark. But if you go into the details, in 
the Dacca Division in the districts of M^mensingh, Dacca and Faridpur 
practically there has been no restriction and the restriction was effected 
in ail other parts of Bengal. Sir, that may also be due to the want of rain 
for which seeds could not he sown in proper time. It is very difiicult to 
say whether this partial restriction is due to Government activities or 
the natural influence. We find that in spite of the fact that there is 
restriction, the price of jute baa not increased very much. We have 
reports that in the countryside it is varying in some districts from Rs. 3 
Rs. 5. So in spite of the restriction mentioned by the Hon’hle Minister 
the price is not still as high as was expected. It is higher than the last 
two years. Now, from this we can easily understand that if the Govern- 
ment do not legislate and bring about a legislation on the lines of the 
Tea Restriction Act that has been passed with the result that tea which 
was at one time going down is looking up and practically no company 
to-day is losing. What do we find from this experience? The only 
course left to improve the conditions of the tenantry with this suitable 
money crop, as has been described by the hon’ble members who spoke 
before me, is to raise the price. We need restriction, and to impose 
restriction (loveniment must fix a certain limit as was done last year. 
Last year it was restricted to 33J per cent. The Hon’hle Minister said 
that as he understood the verdict of the House it was not in favour of 
compulsory restriction. He also said that the time at their disposal 
last year was very short and Government had no data before them. 
Under those circumstances it was not, therefore, jmssihle for Government 
to bring forward the proposal of compulsory restriction. But this year 
there is yet ample time at the disposal of Government, and it is possible 
for them to bring about compulsory restriction. If a committee is 
formed just on the lines of the Tea Licensing Committee, it is ([uito 
possible to restrict the cultivation of jute, and the present fall in the 
price of jute is no doubt due to the indecision of Government. The 
Hon’ble Minister is getting the help of many non-officials, of some 
Icrty thousand people, and this year he might get the help of many 
lEore. 

(At this stage the time-limit fixed for this motion having lieen 
reached, the member resumed his seat.) 

The question that the demand of Rs. 41,000 under the head “34— 
Agriculture” be reduced by Rs. 100 (propaganda for voluntary restric- 
tion of jute cultivation ) was put and lost. 

The oitginal demand of the Hon’ble Nawab E. G. M. Faroqui was put 
lad agreed to. 
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IndiistriM: Dev«lopiiMnt of sorioulturo industiY. 

Tbi Hon’blo Niwab K. C. M. FAROQUIi of Rotanpur: Sir, oa the 
recoin uienrlation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a 
•um of R». 41,347 be granted for expenditure under the head *^35— 
Industries*’ on account of development of sericulture industry in 
Bengal. • 

At the outset, Sir, I should like to explain that the present grant h&s 
been made available to the Local Government by the Government of 
India in pursuance of their decision to assist the sericulture industry in 
British India by making an annual grant aggregating Rs. 1 lakh to the 
provinces concerned for a period of five years. ^ 

There are various problems facing the sericultural industry in India^ 
which require attention. But considering the small amount that has" 
been made available for the purpose, it was derided by the Government 
of India that it should be devoted to the problem W'hich provided the 
most immediate benefit to the industry and would also tend to its ulti- 
mate advantage throughout India. The matter was carefully considered 
at the Sixth Industries Conference and again at the meeting of tha. 
Imperial Sericultural Committee W’hich has been set up by the Govern- 
n.ent of India for the development of the sericulture industry through- 
out India on sound and practical lines, and on their unanimous recom- 
mendations, tlie (lovernment of India came to the conclusion that seri- 
cidture is a subject of all-India importance and can best be improved by 
tveatment on all-India lines, and that the amount provided should not be 
dissipated on a number of unconnected experiments but devoted princi- 
pully to the increased production of disease-free “cellular" seed and also 
to some extent to research upon silk-worm diseases. 

The Bengal schemes have been prepared on the lines of the above 
decision and have also been approved by the Government of India. 

3 here are : — 

(1) scheme for the prodiu'tion of disease-free seed cocoons for which 

an expenditure of Rs. 38,847 out of the Government of 
India’s grant is estimated for the current financial year; and 

(2) scheme for determining the comparative efficiency of disinfect-* 

ants for the prevention of disease of silk-worms involving an 
expenditure of Rs. 2,5(K) out of the same grant during the 
current financial year. 

As regards the first scheme, the main question is the extension of the 
supply of disease-ftee and inspected seed cocoons through authorised 
selected rearers. The total requirement of industrial seed cocoons for 
the province of Bengal is estimated at 200,000 lbs. Of this, 

100,000 lbs. is now raised from cellular layings supplied by GovemmeliF 
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BQlfflliis- The present cost incurred for this purpose bj GoTemment is 
Bs. ll^fOOO, exclusive of Bs. 20,000 for administration and sericultural 
educalum. As it is proposed to meet the entire requirement by exten- 
sion M selected rearers, the Government nurseries will be maintained 
entiitdy for stock-rearing and selection to supply cellular layings to the 
selected rearers and supervising their work. Provision has accordingly 
been made in the scheme for the entertainment of a supervising staff of 
Inspectors and Demonstrators who will guide the rearers in the produc- 
tfdn of seed cocoons and also check by inspection the quality of seed 
cocoons sold by the selected rearers for commercial production. It is 
proposed to concentrate this work in the three main silk-growing 
districts of the province, namely, Malda, Birbhum and Murshidabad, for 


the present. 


As regards the second scheme, the idea is to disinfect groups of rear- 
ing houses selected for comparative puri^oses with appliances in several 
villages using Formalin and Bleaching Powder under similar or identical 
conditions. After the crops are reared, the incidence of the disease 
will be recorded in onler to determine the comparative etticiency of tli© 
disinfectants. It will thus be possible under the scheme to undertake 
jttie disinfection of several groups of villages in rotation and to extend 
the use of nursery-reared strains, as, at present, the rearers lose a large 
proportion of their crop through the death of worms for infection. The 
work will be carried tmt by the existing staff of Inspectors and Demons- 
trators engaged in propagamla and demonstration, the labour being 
supplied by the cultivators. 


With the.se words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acoeplunce of 
the House. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAKIM: 1 heg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 41, *347 under the head “30 — ludustric.s” be reduced by Its. IIK) 
(unsuccess of sericultural industry). 


Sir, at this time of great economic depression when tlie tenants are 
living from hand to mouth, I think no money should be spent for this 
sort of industry. This industry* is of less importance. The tenants are 
hard hit now and they are unable to purchase any c<»stly cloth w'hich is 
made of silk. 1 think if this money is spent on the improvement of the 
cultivation of sugarcane the raiyatg would lie mu<‘b more benefited. 
Though the department is trving its best for the improvement of the 
cultivation of sugarcane, nothing appreciable has been done in this 
direction. I can assure the Hon Tile Minister that even in big districts 
like Mymensingh — and 1 am much concerned with Mymenstngh — there 
are no automatic crushers. Sir, unless some kind of automatic crushers 
are supplied in such big districts as Mymensingh and Eangpur, and the 
1 tlus(k no improvement will be made in the cultivation of sugar- 
If these crushers are introduced in these big districts, 1 think 
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they will be of help to the cultivators because they will be able to 
take advantage of these crushers and thus will be encouraged to culti- 
vate sugarcane on a large scale. For these reasons, Sir, I tbink that 
this money should not be now spent on sericultural industry— rather it 
should be s])ent for spreading the cultivation of sugarcane and this seri- 
culture may be encouraged when the economic crisis would be over. 

Mfi P- BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that Ihe demand of Rs. 41,347 
under the head “35— Industries” be reduced by Rs. 100 (policy involviSd 
in this grant). 

Sir, tlie time is very short, and it is very difficult to do full justice to 
this industry within such a short time. I do not agree with Maulvi 
Abdul Hakim when he says that this industry is unnecessary under the 
present circ umstances. I rather consider that the improvement of the 
sericultural industry to-day is absolutely necessary, regard being 
had to the fact that the consumption of silk to-day is increasing all 
round. At one time the silk manufactured in the districts of Malda, 
Birbhum and Murshidabad, to which reference has been made by the 
Hon’ble Minister in his speech, used to supply not only India but the 
whole world, and Indian silk was the fashion not only in France and 
England but also in America. Hut, unfortunately, it could not stand 
competiti(m in the world-market. The result has been that in places 
like Miry.apore in the district of Murshidabad, where silk was produced 
abundantly, this industry is no longer in existence; the industry has 
cb)scd down on a<*count of competition. So 1 consider that this move 
on the part of the Hon’ble Minister is certainly in the right direction. 
But what 1 want to direct his attention to this that in such an important 
matter (iovernment are not spending adequately and that more money 
should have been provided for this purpose. As I have already said, 
Sir, it is now* the fashion to use silk, and, therefore, if more silk is 
manufactured in this country the result w'ill be that we shall be able to 
have more money by tlte sale of this commodity. Therefore, the argu- 
ment of Maulvi Abdul Hakim does not stand at all. I, therefore, thinh 
that the Hou’ble Minister should exert himself in his endeavour and not 
restrict his activities to three districts only, but also arrange to spread 
the setnls to the different districts wherever an enquiry is made for the 
improvement of sericulture. 

Tht Hon’bit Nawab K. C. M- FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: It is not re- 

quired in the district of Mymensingh. 

Mr. P. BANCR41 8 At the same time you must see that more mone;i; 
is snatched away from the stingy hands of the Hon’ble the Finance 
Member. (Laughter.) With these words. Sir, I move my motion. 

Hail BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: I beg to move that the demaf^ 

of Bs. 41,347 under the head “37 — Industries” be reduced by Ba. ME 
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(impix^ment of sericultural cultivation in Kalanjan» Satkania, police* 
atatioft Chittagong, and silk industry in Cox's Batar, Chittagong, 
alrea^ in existence) . 

The member spoke in Bengali, the following l>eing an English 
translation of his speech : — 

Mr. President, Sir, I shall state in a few word.s why 1 am moving 
this motion. In the Kalaujau village under the Satkauiu polii^e-station 
of Chittagong sericulture has been in vogue from time immemorial. 
Silk-worm8‘ are regularly reared there and from their cocoons silk yarns 
are produced which the local ptMiple call ^*Patua\ The Industries 
Department in Bengal has paid no attention to this local industry and 
rendered no help to it. 

Fine qualities of silk cloth are manufactured in the Cox’s Bazar 
subdivision of Chittagong and exported to various places, speidally to 
Burma. Upon niy request the Industries Department sent several weav- 
ing parties to the place to look into the matter. But up till now no 
steps have been taken by Government to imj)rove this branch of the 
industry in Chittagong. 

I have brought this motion for the purpose of drawing the attention 
of Government to the improvement of this industry in Chittagong 
as also for adequate help being rendered to it. 

MiulviSYEO MAJID BAK8H: Sir. 1 find that at long last the 
Hon’ble Minister for Agri<’ulture and Industries has diverted his atten- 
tion to the development of the sericultural industry. You may 
remem l)er, Sir, that on a previous occasion — during the budget debate — 
I myself moved a token cut for the improvement of the sericultural 
industry. Now, I am glad to find that the Hon’ble Minister has been 
able to see eye to eye w*ith me, but I have not been able to find out from 
his speech in what way this grunt i.s going to be s[>ent. There are kinds 
of silk cocoons which develop and find a (‘ongenial climate in the 
different districts of Bengal. In liangpur, for example, the etuh can be 
cultivated, while in Murshidabad the mulberry finds the climate favour- 
able to its growth and existence. Sir, 1 pointed out on that occasion 
that the climate of Murshidabad, Nadia, and Jessore are almost identical 
in this respect. In some parts of Nadia which border on the distrir;t of 
Murshidabad, mulberry caterpillar is cultivated even in these days. I 
say that this will give a good fillip to the wornout resources of the prwjr 
tenants of this province. My suggestion on that occasion was to start 
model farms or to subsidise particular tenants to cultivate the mulberry 
plant and to rear mulberry insects and with the help of the expert advice 
of the officers of the department to see that they conduct their business 
on right lines in order to arrive at a profitable production. I agree on 
this point* with the experts of this department that only seeds can be 
grown at present and not the actual silk. The taking out of the actual 
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•ilk from tke cocoons is a matter for the experts, and it is a time- 
honoured practice of the cultiTators of Malda and Murshidabad to make 
it a profitable concern. I think, Sir, that if at present the sericultnral 
industry is started with a certain amount of land under the advice of 
Government and District Agricultural Officers and if expert advice is 
given and seeds supplied to them, then I think that the districts of Nadia 
and Jessore will also be able to develop the sericultural industry which 
will prove profitable not only to the cultivators but also to the Govern- 
ment in the end. 

Sir, I agree with Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury that if sericulture is 
practised in the district of Chittagong, which he has mentioned in his 
amendment, it ought to be helped, because without money and expert 
advice the industry will die down there just as it has been the case with 
this industry in Murshidabad and Malda, except in cases where a large 
capital is invested merely for the sake of profit. In this case, the profits 
will not go to the cultivators, but the effect will be that they would get 
work, and the profit that accrues to the capitalist is of no use to the 
cultivators themselves. Therefore, I think that Government should 
start model farms, lor example on 10 bighas of land, and give some 
subsidy to the tenants 

(At this stage the member, having reached the time-limit, had to 
resume his seat.) 

Tlie moti(»n of Maulvi Abdul Hakim was put and lost. 

The moti<»n <jf Mr. V. Banerji ^va^ put and lost. 

The motion of Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury was also put and lost. 

Then the original demand of the Hon’ble Nuwah K. is. M. Faroqui 
was put and agreed to. 


46 — Stationery and printing. 

Tha Hon’bla Sir dOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 2,00,00Q 
be granted under the head '*4r — Stationery and printing” in 1935-36. 

The demand was put and agreed to. 

36— Industrias: Waaving Inatituta, Sarampora. 

Tha Hon’bit Nanrab K. C. M. FAROQUI* of Ratanpur: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 4,320 be granted for expenditure under the minor head., 
*‘35A — Industries” on account of textile research at the Govemmeaf 
Weaving Institute, Serampore, in connection with the development of 
the handloom industry. 
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Sir, this demand forms a |>art of the giant made by the Government 
of lil& for the development of handloom indnstry and relates to 
expenditure for textile research for the improvement of the industry to be 
carried out at the Government Weaving Institute, Serampore, I should 
like to mention in this connection that the major portion of the grant 
from the Government of India for the development of handloom industry 
has been made to the co-operative industries’ unions and weavers' 
societies, and will be spent by the Co-operative Department for which 
I will come up with a motion later on for the acceptance of the House. 

Sir, the main cause for the deterioration of the handloom industry 
generally and the business of the co-operative weavers’ scwieties in 
particular can be attributed to the fnct that goods produced by hand- 
loom compare unfavourably with mill-made goods in design, texture 
and finish, among other things. In order to remove this obstacle, 
provision has been made in the scheme for the entertainment of a 
technical research staff whose duty will be to study the changing 
fashions of the market, to watch the opportunities for new ranges of 
textures and designs likely to attract the public ami to demonstrate 
to the weavers the changes in their processes necessary to accommo- 
date themselves to the market. This staff will be employed with the 
special object of assisting those groups of weavers who are now con- 
centrated it! areas where there are at present no co-operative organisa- 
tions though the results of their research will be eipuilly at the dis- 
posal of the co-operative bodies. This part of the scheme which 
naturally comes within the sphere of the activities of the Industries 
Department will he worked through that department. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 


^ Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY; Sir, I beg to move (hat the 
e -demand of Rs. 4,320 under the bead ‘’35A — Industries (Transferred)” 
ibe reduced by Rs. 100 (necessity for the development of the hand- 
loom industry also at Jororgunge, Hulain, Satkania Weaving Schools 
in Chittagong). 

(He 8iK>ke in Bengali in support of his motion, the following being 
an English translation of his speech): — 

Mr. President, Sir, there are weaving schools at many places in 
Chittagong, such as Jororgunge, Hulain, Satkania, Battali, Etimkhana, 
etc. 1 propose that hand-machines be supplied to them for training 
in weaving as prescribed by Government, and that the Industries 
ikpartment should pay immediate attention to the improvement oi 
uieae schools, 

1 hope Government will accept my motion. 
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Tiw Hm'bla Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Ratm|Nir aas^rad the 

mover in Bentfali that he would enquire into the matter from the 
department concerned and see what could be done. 


Haji BADI AHMED CHOWDHURY: In view of the assurance 

xiveu by the Hon’ble Minister in charge that the matter will receive 
his consideration, I wish to withdraw this motion of mine. 

The motion was then, b}* leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

The original demand was then put and agreed to. 


34— Agrieulturt: HaiHlIoom Industry. 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: Sir, on the 
recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 85,340 be granted for expenditure under the minor head 
“Co-operative Credit” on account of improvement of the handloom 
industry through the agency of co-operative industrial societies. 

At the outset, I should like to mention the fact that the present 
grant has been made available to the Local Government by the 
Government of India in pursuance of their decision to assist in the 
development of tlie textile handloom industry by making an annual 
grunt aggregating Rs. 5 lakhs a year for the whole of India so long 
as the protective duties imposed by the Indian Tariff continue in 
force, that is for a period of five years. This Government’s share of 
the grant for the la.st and current financial year is Rs. 35,000 and 
Rs. 80,000 respectively. This grant has been made by the Government 
of India for a specific object, namely, for the development of co-opera- 
tive buying and selling on behalf of the handloom weavers and gene- 
rally for the better organisation and improvement of the industry. 
In announcing the grant, it was stipulated by the Government of India 
that it must be spent on schemes initiated in furtherance of this object, 
.and that the schemes should be approved by them. 

It follows, therefore, that the grant was made by the Government 
of India for the development of the textile handloom industry mainly 
through co-operative organisations, and that it .should be .spent on 
schemes approved by them. Keeping in view this objective, a scheme, 
has been prepared by the Local Government and approved by the 
Government of India after scrutiny at the Sixth Industries Conference. 

It is clear that in accordance with the decision of the Government 
of India, the scheme will be worked mainly through co-operative ii^ii- 
tut ions. In fact, the co-operative movement is an essential factor in# 
rendering any assistance to the industry, as it is absolutely impossiUtlS, 
as a practical proposition for any sales organisations to set up business 
relations with individual cottage handloom weavers. lire primary 
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queatiuft of importance, therefore, is the orgenisaiion of weavers and 
admitMiy the best way to organise them is on a co-operative basis. 
Fortunately, the Co-operative Department has already got an industrial 
structure right from the bottom to the top, there being one provincial 
organisation, 7 central industrial unions, and 537 societies of which 
350 are weavers’ societies with 5,850 members, and this is considered 
an advantage which should be utilised to start with. It is proposed 
to supply the industrial unions and weavers’ societies with improved 
looms and appliances as well as with expert stuff. The duties of the 
staff would be to train the weavers in new designs, texture and finish, 
with a view improving the quality (d their pn»ducts as also to arrange 
for the marketing of such product.s. The staff will also make an 
attempt to organise the weavers not yet co-operutively organised. 

The difficulties which have retarded the progress of handloom 
industry generally, and the satisfactor\ working «»f the co-operative 
weavers’ societies in particular are: — 


\1) wuiit of training of weavers in new designs of patterns, tex- 
ture and finish; 

* diffic ulty of supply of yarn at a cheap rate; 

(3> uant of expert advice to reduce (he c'ost of production to a 
niinniiuiu; and 

('ll di^fiosal of the finished products at the best possible price. 


In the sehenie formulated by this (lovernment and approved by 
the (fovernnient cd India, ever> possible effort has been made to 
eliminate these difficult ies as far as practicable, ami it is hoped that 
the stej) proposed to be taken will go a great way towards the rehabili- 
tation of the handloom industry whicdi has been a matter of constant 
concern to (lovernment for a long time past. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

The demand was then put and agreed to. 


60B— PayintnU of oommutod value of pension. 

The Hon’bio Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: Sir, on the recommendation 
i'of His Excellency the Governor, I ^beg to move that a sum of 
Rg. 10,00,(XK), be granted under the head ”0011 — Payments of com- 
rauted value of pension” to meet the cost of payment on account of 
oomtbutation of pension during the current ffnancial year. 

" MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHAtAll Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 10,00,000 under the head ”60B~~Paymentg of commuted . 
23 
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value of pension’* be reduced by Rs. 100 (to raise a discussion regarding 
the procedure for dealing with applications for commutation). 

Sir, on the principle of half a loaf is better than no bread, I 
offer niy congratulations to the Hon’ble Finance Member for provid- 
ing an additional amount of Rs. 10 lakhs for optional commutations. 
But, Sir, the total amount of Rs. 12 lakhs to be spent this year for 
the purpose will be a mere drop in the ocean! We had it from the 
llon’ble Member that over 1,400 applications are actually pending up 
to date and they extend over a period of five years now. It is quite 
conceivable that this 12 lakhs of rupees will not be enough to covei 
more than one-fourth of the total number of applications. With the 
efflux of time the number of outstanding applications will go on 
swelling unless a serious attempt is made to wipe out the arrears at 
once and to start with a clean slate. The Hon’hle Finance Membei 
was pleased to assure the Uouse in March last that the position would 
be reviewed later in the year w'ith a view to determine whether a furthei 
amount should be borrowed next year. Now that borrowing for the 
purposes of commutations has been recognised to he a sound principle, 
Government should forge ahead with no faltering steps to make a 
leeway within as short a span of time as possible. Provision for at 
le<i8t 50 lakhs of rupees should, therefore, he made in next year’t 
budget for optional commutations. 

In his speech in March last the llon’ble Finance Member was alsr 
pleased to state that the rule followed in dealing with the applicationf 
is to grant commutations strictly in the order of the receipt of th( 
applications. J fancy such a wooden rule is not immuUihle like tlu 
Law of the Medes and Persians, and can he altered to meet the specia 
circumstances of the case. In my speech in March last I made certaii 
suggestions for the relief of retrenched personnel and small pensioners 
I am not sure whether they appealed themselves to Government. 

In refuting the argument that delay in granting coiumutationi 
involved hardship, the Hon’ble Member referred to cases in wliicl 
the grantees lost their commutation money in un.sound investments 
This may he the case with that class of pensioners who are in uffluen 
circumstances and who needed the money for purposes of investmen 
only. But there is the other side of the shield which is apt to he over 
looked. I refer to the less vocal ond less fortunate section of pen 
sioners who having been compelled to lead a life of hard struggle an< 
chill penury throughout their .service find on retirement a compellinj 
necessity to meet their commitments. The ease of one is more or lea 
a luxury^ whilst that of the other a sheer necessity. The case of th 
officers who have been retired prematurely as a result of retrenchmen 
measures is harder still. These officers had made commitments unde 
normal expectations which they find it impossible now to meet owitt] 
to the unexpected turn of events that seriously affected them. Hope 
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cl fMmployment were held out to them by including their namei in 
the Set of surplus officers fit for re-empIo>'nient, but in most oases 
they have been left in the lurch. I think Government are under a 
moral obligation to treat the applications of this class of pensioners 
most generously. 


I, therefore, strongly urge Goveranment to loy aside this rule of 
thumb in the exigencies of the circumstances, and to adopt a more 
reasonable and businesslike attitude. My specific suggestions are — 


(1) pending provision of adequate funds which should be at least 

four times the uinount now made available, priority be 
given to retrenched officer.s and small pensioners; 

(2) and full anumnt of commutation be not granted to those whose 

cases are such as would not cause any hardship if part 
payment is made. 


I liave in niy mind those cases in which money is required for 
pui poses of investment. Surely, in cases of optional ('ommutution, 
Government have a right to be .satisfied that the money is recjuirejl for 
purposes which will be in the host interest of the grantee and not 
frittered away. 

Sir, I commend the above for the special consideration of Govern- 
meiit in arranging for payment of commutations. Special care should 
also be taken f<ir the speedy disposal of applications so that the money 
may be fully spent during ensuing seven months. "With these w’ords, 
I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 


Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAH spoke in Jienguli, (he follouing 
being an English translation <»f bis .Hpeecb : — 

Hon’ble President, Sir, grunt of pension, the prop and stay of old 
age, after life-long service, i.s to be supported by all means, and there 
is no room for doul)t that Government deserve thunks from all (juarters 
for adoption of that scheme. It is also to be admitted that Government 
have to be thanked all the more for grunting the privilege of commut- 
ing a certain portion i>f the pension earned. But I am constrained to 
say that partiality to certain privileged grades of Government service 
in the matter of commutation cannot be justified by any means and 
this is why I am going to discu-ss the matter by moving a motion for 
reduction. 

Sir, the amount budgeted for commutation is first given to All-India 
Service pension-holders and the balance, if there be any, falls to the 
lot of minisieriul officers. It was disclosed on the 5th August, 1935, 
in reply to unstarred question No. 7 that only AU*India Service 
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pension-holders are entitled to commutation. Not to speak of the 
menial staff for whom no provision for pension has yet been made in 
all the departments, it is a matter of deep regret that even the ministerial 
officers have no claim for commutation as a matter of right. 

Sir, evenlianded distribution of justice and mercy is the basic 
principle of Government, and it is this very principle that preserves 
order and peace in the world; but in the matter of commutation of 
pension, I think partiality cannot be justified in the eyes of the 
civilised world. In my opinion, it is the bounden duty of the Govern- 
ment of llengal to give up the present policy of favouritism and allow 
the projwrtionate claims of all grades for the amount allotted in the 
budget for commutation of pension. 

1 shall then conclude my speech by citing a glaring instance of in- 
equity in ihe mutter of granting pension to Government servants. As 
funds liave been inadequate for the last five years to meet the commu- 
tation charges of All-India Service pension-holders, a provisions is now 
going ti> he made for a loan of ten lakhs from the Government of India, 
while in the case of poor proc.ess-servers who from time immemorial 
have been fetching annually an average income of Its. lo lakhs, who 
by their hanl labour have brought during the period of eight years from 
tt» 19IM an additional income of more than a crore and twenty lakhs, 
the pension scheme sanctioned so far l>ack in 1!129 has not yet been 
given effect to on ihe jdea of fimuiciul stringency. For those, W’ho by 
lint of tlieir strenuous labour, contributed to ihe Government funds 
one crore and 20 lakhs during a period of eiglit years, what can be 
more deplorable than the fact that they sliould he deprived of the hope 
of getting a pensioji at the rate of Rs. 10 only j)er month at their old 
agey 

Sir, there may he some, who iimy leave their claim to the dark shade 
of neglect only because they happen to be on the lowest grade, but 
if the matter he considered calmly and <lispassionately, it will be found 
that these process-servers risk their lives to discharge their duties 
which are, in no way, less responsible than those of the high officials. 
Moreover, their pension scheme, if given effect to, will not entail any 
heavy expenditure as it w'as revealed in reply to unstarred que,stion 
No. 12 on the hth August last, that tmly 70 process-servers retired 
during the year 1034. So, it appears that if the new scheme is brought 
into operation, Government will not incur an expenditure of more than 
Rs. 5 thousand a year. 

Before providing for a loan of lakhs of rupees for commutation of 
pension, I think it is the paramount duty of the Government of Bengal 
to set an example of equity and justice by giving effect to the above- 
mentioned pension scheme of the poor process-servers. I hope special 
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attention of the Hon’ble Finance Member will be drawn to this 
griewKnce of mine. With these few words, I move the motion for 
reduction. 

(The member having reached his time-limit, had to resume his 
seat.) 

The motion was put and lost. 

The original demand of Sir John Woodhead was put and agreed to. 

(The Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 


(After Adjournment.) 

27— Ports and pilotage. 

The Hon ble Sir JOHN WOODHEADs Sir, on tin* rer*onimendation 
of His Excellency the (iovernor I beg to move that ii sum of Hs. IIMIOO 
be granted under the head ‘ 2 * — Ports and pilotage ’ to meet the cost 
of reconditioning the steam launch JAn/ during the current financial 
year. 

The demand was put and agreed to. 


27— Ports and pilotage. 

The Hon'ble Sir JOHN WOOOHEAD: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tioii of Ilis Excellency the (lovernor I beg to move that a Hum of 
Us. J0,(K)0 1 h* granted under the h(»ad “27 — Ports and pilotage” in 
1935-36. 

The demand was put and agreed to. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 
GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

The Bengal Village Setf-Covernment (Temporary Pmitions) BilL 

1835. 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 
that the Bengal Village Self-flovernraent (TemiK^rary Provisions) Bill, 
1935, be taken into consideration. 

I may remind the House that towards the earlier part of the current 
year the Legislature amended the Village Self-Government Act and 
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tinder section 6 of the emended Act the life of the union boards was 
extended from three years to four years. But before the assent of the 
Governor General could be obtained to this Bill as passed by this House 
in some of the union boards there were re-elections, but they were not 
actually reconstituted. That gave rise to certain anomalies and to 
remove those anomalies this Bill has been introduced. This Bill pro- 
vides mainly that this provision about the extension of the life of 
union boards will not apply to the union boards in which elections were 
held before the assent of the Governor-General was received to this 
Bill. It is purely a temporary measure to get over the difficulty that 
has been brought about because of the delay in receiving the Governor 
Genenil’s assent and elections in some union boards being held in the 
meantime. Government had no power to atop election under the 
amended Act and, therefore, elections had to be proceeded with. These 
are the main provisions of the Bill and I do not think I need stress any 
other point in this Bill. 

Tlie motion was put and agreed to. 

Clauses 1 and 2. 

The question that clauses 1 and 2 stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


Preamble. 

The question tliat the preamble stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 

Th# Hon'bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I beg to move 
that the Bengal Village Self-Government (Temporary Provi.sions) Bill, 
IJKlu, as settled in Council, be passed. 

MAULV1 SYED MAJID BAKSH: 1 would like to ask one question 
to the Hon’ble Minister, as I have not been able to follow his speech. 
He said in those union boards in which elections have already been 
held those elections will stand. May I know from him if in those cases 
nominations will Im* made and the board will be formed immediately 
or nominations will be made next year? 

Tha Hofl’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Nominations 
will he made forthwith and the boards will be reconstituted as soon as 
possible. 

The question that the Village Self-Goveniment (Temporary Provi- 
sions) Bill, 1935, as settled in Council, l>e passed, was put and 
agreed to. 
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Tlie twsalf Agra and Assam Civil Courts (Btiiiai AmaudWiai i t) Billf 

im. 

The Hon’ble Sir BRMENDRA LAL MITTER: I Ix^g to pre^^ent 
the Report of the Select Committee on the Bengal, Agra and An»am 
Civil CourtH (Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1934. 

The Report of the Select Committee is the result of a compromise. 
You will remember that the provision in the Bill was that the selected 
v(vusif,t' jurisdiction should he raised from Rs. 2,000 to Rs. 5,000. 
Now (he compromise is that it should he increased to Rs. 3,500. There 
is a further clause introduced hv the Select Committee that it is only 
such selected inunsifsy as would sit in places where there were sxihordi- 
nnte judges, who would he able to exercise this jurisdiction. The 
reason for that is that one of the criticisms was that if selected munsifs 
were given larger jurisdiction and such tnunsifs held their courts away 
from district headquarters then (he litigants might not get adequate 
legixl assistance; therefore, it was desirable that suits of higher value 
should he tried, at such headijuarters, in selected places and that is 
clause (h) of section 5, 

With regard to the small (auso court power the proposal in the Bill 
was that the Suhoi diiiale Judge's power .should he raised from Rs. 5(10 
to Rs. 1,000. But the Select Committee has adopted Rs. 750. As 
regards the inunxif the proposal was to raise it from Rs. 250 to Rs. 500. 
But the Select ('oinmittee lias reduced it to Rs. 300. These are the 
changes which have been made hv the Select Committee. It bus only 
scaled down the proposals in the Bill and Government accepted the pro- 
posals, 

I beg to move that the said Bill, as reported by the Select Com- 
mittee, he taken into consideration. 

The motion was j)ut and agreed to. 


('laiixeg /, 2, J and 4. 

The que.stion that clau.ses I, 2, 3 and 4 stand part of (lie Bill was 
put and agreed to. 

Khan Bahaihir Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMEO: I lieg to move that 
in clause 5(/»», in line 4, for tlie words “three thousand five hundred 
rupees’' the words “three thousand rupees” he substituted. 

Sir, my contention is that to raise the jurisdiction from Rs. 2,000 to 
Rs. 3,500 is a big jump. As regards selected mumift there is one 
difficulty, Aat they will not have time for hearing suits of higher 
value. They will be always busy with small cause court suita and 
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ex-^arte suitu, and after doin^r all these things they will not have 
sufficient time to exercise this jurisdiction. So 1 think that for the 
present the jurisdiction should he Rs. 3,000 instead of Rs. 3,500. 

The Hoii’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL HITTER; I want to remove 
an impression which I found was largely held by members and that 
was that every muntif was going to try suits up to the value of Rs. 3,500. 
That is not the effect of this change. This is the maximum. It is only 
selected munsifg who can have jurisdiction up to Rs. 3,500, not that 
every selected miinsif wdll have jurisdiction up to that limit. It is 
the maximum limit. In the first instance his jurisdiction may be raised 
by Rs. 500; after a few years it may be raised by another Rs. 500 and 
so on till he is about to be made a subordinate judge, when he may be 
invested witli power to try suits up to Rs. 3,500. It is not that in one 
jump we are going to raise the jurisdic tion to Rs. 3,500. I hope 
hon’hle members will (onsider tliat a murusif wlio is to-day trying a 
suit of the value of Rs. 3,500, may to-morrow be a subordinate judge 
when his jurisdiction will be unlimited. In the case of such selected 
mxin$ifs^ who have gone up high in the ladder and are about to become 
subordinate judges, that maximum will be reached. If this is kept in 
mind, I think the <d)jection is fully met. I oj>pose the amendment. 

Khan Bahadur Mauivi EMADUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg leave 
to withdraw my amendment. 

The amendment was then, hy Iwive of the Ccmncil, withdrawn. 

BabH KI8HORI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: 1 heg to move that after 
clause 5 (5) the following be added, namely: — 

“Provided that a munsif so empowered shall be relieved of trying 
c,v-parte and uncoiitested matters.” 

intention is to provide that when a nmnsif has to be empowered 
w’ith this jurisdiction — it is not that every vimisif should be so 
empowered— to see that he is competent to try exceptional ca.ses. 1 beg 
to suggest that it may be provided that whenever this power is given 
the selec ted muustf should Im‘ relieved of doing r,r-parte and unconte.sfed 
suits so that lie may have sufficient time to give proper attention to the 
(‘ases of higher value, (Vrtainly, there would be additional 
almost everywhere. Rut in a place where there is only one viunsif and 
one subordinate judge the subordinate judge should try cases of higher 
value and the mutmf need not be empowereti under the new provision. 
But wherever this power is given, oare should be taken that his hand* 
are not tied up with unimportant cases. He must not devote his time 
to try unimportant rases, but give full attention to trying only 
important ones. In cases of higher value, the money-suits may not be 
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of so much importance, but there may be other kinds of suits of some 
importance — especially so in cases where local investiglhtion and survey 
in a disputed locality with the help of maps and reports are necessary 
— ^mnch time is required to see that justice is done, and in order that 
this may be ensured, I sujrgest that it is only proper that the muntif 
should have ample time to adjudicate on the matter. There is a ten- 
dency nowadays, Sir, on the part of the sulK>rdinate courts to show 
quick disposals of cases and, as a matter of fact, they sometimes dismiss 
cases on very flimsy grounds. Anyhow, the mutisif tries to luinimiso 
his labour, and it is an open secret that the amount of care which is 
necessary for the disposal of an important case is not usually bestowed 
upon it. It is, therefore, tlmt I suggest that this may be cletirly 
provided in tlie law. Of course, special care should be taken to invest 
selected viunsifs with this power, hut it must be ensured that they do 
not experience any difficnlty in devoting os much time as might be 
necessary for tlie disposal of sxich cases. I, therefore, suggest that the 
munxifs may l>e specially empowered tmly w'ilh the suggested restric- 
tion 80 tliai they may be able to take up contested cases otily and pay 
proper and adefpiate attention t<» tliem. 

AVith these remarks. Sir, 1 would appeal to the llotrble MemWr 
in charge <if the Bill to c(msider my suggestion and to accept my amend- 
ment. 

Tha Hon’ble Sir BROJENORA LAL MITTER: Sir, 1 appreciate 
the object underlying this amendment. As I uttderstood the hon’blo 
member, his point is that the time (d selected vmiuifs should not be 
wasted in trying petty cases and that the whole of his time should be 
devoted to the dispostil of serious cases. I fully appreciate his argument, 
but will this amendment of his serve that purpose)^ I am afraid, on 
the contrary, that this amendment will rather lead to confusion. Sir, 

the mover says in his amendment: “ relieved of trying ex’-parte 

and uncontested matters.” Might I ask at what point of time is a suit 
an ex~parte and uncontested suit^ AVhen a defendant files his written- 
statement end raises issues, the suit becomes contested. He files bis- 
written statement merely for the purpose of gaining time, and then, 
when the case comes up for trial, he does not appear, and the case is 
decided ex-parte. If you make a statutory provision that a selected- 
munttf shall not try ex-parie suits even if they came on in the usual 
course then, in the case I have mentioned, would you say that the mumif 
tried that suit without jurisdiction? This is the sort of confusion that 
would arise. Then, take the conver?%e case. A man files a false plaint, 
aud the defendant files a written statement and the case is ready for 
trial. On the day of the trial the defendant comes up with his witnesses. 
The plaintifl^ finding himself in a hopeless position does not turn up, 
with ^«sult that the suit is dismissed ex-parte for default of the 

pUintiff. Can you say that the muntif in this case granted the decree 
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without jurisdif tion ? Sir, I submit that this is a matter which is really 
for administrative arrangement. The High Court, no doubt, will issue 
instructions that selected mttnsifx, who are to try the higher-valued 
cases, should have their lists relieved of petty cases. This is certainly 
a matter for executive order by, end instructions from, the High Court: 
it is hardly o matter for statutory provision. Once you make a statu- 
tory provision it means that you curb the jurisdiction of the muntif 
and that would lead to endless confusion. In this view of things, Sir, 
I hope the hon’ble member will see his way to withdraw his amendment. 

The amendment was, by leave of the Council, withdrawn. 


Clauses <5 and 6, 

The question that clauses 5 and 6 stand part of the Bill was put and 
agreed to. 


(lause 7. 

Maulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Sir, I beg to move that in clause 
7, in lines 1 to 3, the words “for the words ‘five hundred rupees’ the 
words ‘seven liundred and fifty rupees’ and” he omitted. 

Sir, the reoson for my amendment is not very far to seek. The 
section is likely to be absolutely useless unless and until the Bengal 
t Proviiu’ial) Small Cause Court .\ct is amended along with it, inasmuch 
as the Small Cause Court Act says that all suits of a (ivil nature of 
which the value does not exceed Hs. 500 — there it is written Bs. 500 — 
will be within the cognizance of the court of small causes. Sir, if you 
here increase the jurisdiction from Bs. 500 to Bs. 750 and the Small 
Cause Court Act keeps the limit fixed at Bs. 500, I think the 
amendment will be absolutely useless and to no purpose. I hope, Sir, 
that the Hon’ble Member will kindly consult that section of the Small 
CaUvSe Court Act and find out w’hether any useful purimse will be served 
by making this amendment. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA 8EN GUPTA; Sir, I beg to support 
this amendment. This is the only provision of the Bill which is of 
any reol substance, because the other provisions with regard to raising 
the power of the munsifs do not affect anybody, except perhaps the 
Government. It only enables them to keep a number of munsifs, who 
would otherwise hove been subordinate judges, in the cadre of the 
munsifs. That is the long and short of the matter: instead of 
appointing them subordinate judges you keep them as munsifs end give 
them additional powers. That is the reward you give them: but that 
does not affect the public very much. But this is a matter which affects 
the public. The raising of the limit of the jurisdiction of the small 
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< 3 aaft 6 court would mean that in suitn of higher value the summary pro* 
oedure characteristic of these courts is going to be followed. In oases 
of smtU value it does not matter very much if summary procedure is 
followed, but the limit which is already there would seem to be adequate. 
Perhaps, the call is rather more for the reduction of that limit than for 
iU increase. 

Tha Hoffl’ble Sir BROdENDRA LALL MITTER: Sir, 1 am afraid 
that Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh is labouring under o misapprehension. 
His point is that you may raise the jurisdiction from Its. 500 to Us. 750 
in this particular Act, but that such raising would be cuntrury to the 
provisions of the Small Cause Court Act and, therefore, would not be 

operative. That I uiiderstotKl to be his j>oint. But he forgets that 

in the Small Cause Court Act it is provided that Government by execu- 
tive order may raise the jurisdi<*tioii of a court of small causes up to 

Rs. 1,000. That l>eing so, this point was taken by the Maulvi Sahib, 

prol)ably, under a misapprehension. 

As regards raising the power of the small cause courts from Us. 500 
to Rs. 750, Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta says that this pimer should 
not be raised but, on tlie contixirv, sboiild be reduced. Sir, 1 submit 
that this provision to which Dr. Sen Gupta has obje<‘ted is one of the 
main planks of the Bill. We wanted to raise small rause court powers 
both of the subordinate jmlges and the wnn*ifK. The original proposal 
was to raise the jurisdiction to Rs. 1,000; Rs. 750 is the compromise 
figure. 

Sir, if you consider this matter a little more closely, yo\i will find 
that really there is not much danger. Suppose there is a suit, arising 
out of a promissory luite, in a small cause court. What does it matter 
whether the note is for IG. 500 or Rs. l,0(M)y Is a promissory note of 
greater complexity because of the amounts I <*an well uinlerstand that 
when there is complexity in a suit, there ought to be an appeal but 
suits of a small cause court nature are generolly suits in whicli complex, 
intricate questions of law are not involved. That being so, the amount 
— whether it is Rs. >(K) or Rs. 750 — makes very little difference. It 
takes the judicial officer ju-st the «»me time to decide a case of the value 
of Rs. 500 as it takes him to decide one of Rs. 750. Only one witness 
perhaps is recpiired to be examined to prove the genuineness of the 
promissory note whether it is for Rs. 5(M) or for Rs. 750; and the 
procedure will l>e the stime whether the amount is Rs. 500 or Ils. 750. 
(Dh. N ARESH Chandra Sex Gm's : What will happen if the amount 
is Rs. 50,000?) Fifty thousand ru|>ees? Small cause courts exercise 
summary jurisdiction. The policy of the law is that summarj’' juris- 
diction shquld not extend to big amounts. And if ofter 
25 years we have raised the amount to Rs. 750, surely it is not too 
big a rise. Sir, on the last oc casion that I spoke on this subject I (M>inted 
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TiM Bengal Public Security (Extending) Bill, 1938. 

The Hon'ble Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, I \wg; to introduce a Bill to 
extend tbe operation of the Bengal Public Sei*uritY Act, 19*12. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Hon’bla Mre R. N. REID: Sir, I beg to move that the Public 
Security (Extending) Bill, 19do, be taken into consideration. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Sir, I beg to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion 
thereon before the 1st January, 19‘bi. 

Sir, three years ago we passed this Act. Many of us were of opinion 
then that tlie Public Security Act would be of no avail, because the 
actual disease was not properly diagnosed, with the re.sult that tlie 
lemedies that were applied could do no good. Tlnce years after, Sir, 
we find that our jirophesy has come to be fulfilled. We do not see that 
the passing of this Act could root out the terrorist activities from this 
land. Murders and a'j^iHsinations are going on as merrily as before. 
Only a few days ago a sub-inspector, named Krshad Ali, was assassi- 
nated within the prec incts of the police compound. So, Sir, we find 
that the passing of this Act has not been able to root out the so-called 
te^ro^i^t movement. Now tlie Act has been given a very good trial. 
Three years’ time not a matter of joke and a full three years’ time 
was given to the (iovernment to make their experiments and they have 
made their experiments, but they have proved altogether barren. Why 
so, Sir? It i.s because they have not gone to the root of the case, 
or else why is it that such a movement should still go onl^ Is it that 
there is a political motive behind ith I do not think for a moment 
that the agitators were actuated by any political motive to commit the 
murders and assassinations in order to drive out the British from the 
land; they were moved by some other coriMiderations. As they are ell 
educated people, they are expec ted to have at least tliis much of intelli- 
gence that with all tliese attempts it would not be possible for the 
people of this country to drive out the Europeans. They are very 
secure nowadays, so secure that even if the whole world combine against 
them, it would not be possible to turn out the Britishers from this 
country. So our educated section of the people must have this much 
wisdom to know for them.selves that no amount of such assassinations 
or murders will bring about the freedom of this country. Nay, they 
are not freedom-hunters. It is not the case that these people are after 
freedom; they are not pursuing this line for the liberation of this 
country. Those who are reolly after the liberation of this mother- 
country of India ore the followers of Mahatma Gandhi whose cult is 
non-violent non-co-operation. They think that it is only by pursuing 
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this principle that they can achieve their aim and not by any other 
effort. But the miscreants who follow the terrorist activities are not 
for the libemtion of their country. It is not people like them that are 
fightin^f for the liheration of this country. I feel, Sir, that they are 
quite a different sort of people. Who are they then? They are the 
educated people who finding no avenue for employment have joined 
this movement. So, if the Government want to root out a movement 
like this — a movement which has gone underground — they must go to 
the root wiuse, t.e., to successfully tackle the unemployment problem. 
For want of employment the educated section of the people have grown 
desperate. Even after obtaining University degrees they are not 
getting any employment and are rotting in the Htreets, Their neces- 
sities must l)(‘ satisfied. But as they do not get any job, what are they 
to do with their cultured bmin? Thus, when their lives become unbear- 
able to them, tliey grow desperate and pursue a line by which they 
know well freedom will not be achieved, but by which they want to 
put an end to their misemble lives. Tliose who commit assassinations 
and murders in brotid daylight know full well the consequences of their 
act and, knowing the consequences, they do these things! So, if you 
n-ally want to drive away these terrorist activitie.s from this country, 
you have got to find employment for the educated people of this 
country, and unless and until you can solve that question a temporary 
check will not do. Sir, the Government- Beiiclies may say that they 
have sufficiently controlled the movement, but controlling the move- 
ment will not do. I do not think they have sufficiently controlled it. 
If for a year or so owing to oppression the movement has to some 
e.xtent subsided, still a temporary subsidence or suppres.sion is not an 
anniiiilation. Supjiression may be possible, but annihilation not, and 
it is not possible to pursue a repressive policy for a long time. So 
if the llon’ble Member says tliat the method (lovernment have adopted 
lias proved successful, I must soy that it is simply an empty swank. 
You have tried your experiment for some time, the Act has been given 
a fair trial, and it lias not jiroved successful, Tlien leaving aside the 
question of prestige for the time being, why not take our advice and 
give it a pwicticul shape? You have been trying, at any rate you are 
making a show that you are trying, to solve the (luestion of unemploy- 
ment in various ways. If only you can do that in t»arnest, then I think 
this Act will soon be a thing of the pu.st. Let us, therefore, direct all 
our attention to this iKirticular subject. You are also conscious that 
it is beitiuse of this unemployment problem that the situation has become 
so acute that the movement has found a place. You tacitly admit it. 
So why not try to solve this problem radic'ally? You say in silence that 
you are going tp tlie root of the matter. But the method of tackling 
the question on your part will not really solve the question. The money 
that you want to appropriate for the purpose of this matter will not 
even touch the fringe of that question. It is only if you want to carry 
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on ihilt iking on a more extensive scale that the probtem o! unemploy- 
ment wOl be solved more expeditiously, and then surely there will come 
a day when you will not hear of such assassination or murder 
anywhejw. Anyway, it is your duty to restore peace in the tH>untry 
and this can be assured in the manner sugirested. Pray try this^ 
You have had ample experiments, but they have failed; now- 
try this experiment. If you fail iu this, then you will be justified in 
coming up again to ask us to give you this extension. You cannot say 
that our suggestion will not be fruitful and is not reasonable, because you 
are yourself admitting in a way that the unemployment question has 
become very acute in tliis country, and it has driven the people to des- 
peration, So I ask (rovernmeiit to try to follow the right course, that 
is the solution of the unemj>loyment question, that w’ill bring about the 
desired result, instead of pur.'tuing the course by w-hich often innocent 
persons are harassed for nothing. The Act has armed many officers 
with undue power and the re.sult has been that many innocent persons 
have become victims to it. We have seen during these years how young 
boys have been treated under the provision of this Act. The powers 
are exercised mainly by the District Magistrates. Now- with due sub- 
mission to my lion’ble friends in the Treasury Bench, 1 must frankly 
say that the District Officers liave not the judicial tempemment in them. 
They are of tlte military temperament; they do not know- how to accom- 
modate people. I will give ycm an instance of the temperament of a 
District ftfficer of my place. Mr. S. K. (ihose. To-duy’s answer haa 
revealed some of tlie matter in this direction, and 1 w’as going to pul 
some supplementary (piestions to elicit more when, Sir, you called 
another question and I could not put them. The District Officer (unnot 
even toleiute a gentleman’s request. 


Mr. PRESIDENT; But why do you want to circulate the Bill!' 
Don’t forget your motion, jdease. 

Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: The Act wants to arm the District 
Officers with certain j)ow-ers. My submission is tliut tlie District Officers 
ought not to be armed with these powers unless for the matter of that 
public opinion will liave been speiired in their favour. Whether my 
bias against them is the result of my own experience or the experience 
of other people also has to be tested. I have sufficient experience of my 
own district. Other people may have similar experience of their ow-n 
districts too. I may not, perhaps, urge very emphatically now that Dis- 
trict Officers should not he armed with such extraordinary powers from 
experience of my own district, but popular opinion should Im* sought 
as to whether these officer.s elsewhere behave just as the District Officer 
of my place does. If that is the case, then of course public opinion 
supports my case. By way of illustration I give you the description 
of my own District Officer. What does he do? Certain people came 
and lodged certain complaints against 
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TIm HM'bte Mr. R. N. REID: On a point of order, Sir. May I 
^fuquir^ wheiber the District Magistrate to whom Kazi Emdadul Hoque 
refers was acting under the Bengal Public Securitj^ Act when he took 
this terrible step? 

Mfa PRESIDENT” lie is still thinking of the supplementary 
question whiidi he put during question time. (Laughter.) 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: That was a very vital question. The 
answer revealed 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Will you please forget that and confine your 
remarks to your motion? 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will not the District Officers be armed 
wdth extraordinary powers by virtue of this Act? If so, then I am 
entitled to make some reflections upon the conduct of 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, not with reference to the incidents that 
you mentioned in your question, a.s those do not come under the Bengal 
Public Security Act. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: That is by way of illu'^tration without 
naming the officer. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: You can critici.HC any m tion that might have 
be(*n taken under tlie Bengal Public Security Act, hut you cannot refer 
to incidents uhich have nothing to do \\ith it. The District Officer 
was not acting under that pniticular Act wlnui he look the steps you 
<*oniplained of. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: They aic now (ertainly acting iimfier 
this particular Act. So far as that particular matter is concerned, that 
may not be true. But I am going to show the temperament of the 
District Officers with ivgard to this particular motion 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, you cannot do that. 

Msulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH. On a point of order, Sir. Is not 
one entitled to discuss the temperament of those District Officers whoj^ 
the Act is going to arm with these extraordinary powers? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: No, we have at present nothing to do with the 
temperament of a District Officer in the general sense. Kazi Sahib can 
criticise such actions of the District Officer as were taken under the 
Bengal Public Security Act and by w’hich, according to the light in 
him, injustice was done to a person or persons. He may cite instancee, 
if any, which may go to show that any power, given to the District 
Officer under this Act, was abused. 
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MlMNi tYlD MAJIO lAKtHs No, probably there is no poesi* 
bility el the abuse. 


lilr. PRESIDENT: What do you mean? 

lisillvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: ^ou are ^roluf? to arm a certain 
class of persons with extraordinary powers and then from exi>erienre a 
certain gentleman says such is the general temperament of these 
officers 


Mr. PRESIDENT: That sort of argument is absolutely futile. For 
his present purposes, the member should point out, if he can, blemishes 
of such incidents only as were taken under the Act under review. It 
is for him to show that District Officers actually almse the extraordinary 
powers you referred to. He cannot raise the question of temperament 
in a general sense by sweeping remarks which I shall not allow. He 
may, if he is able, also expose tlie dangerous character of the powers 
with \>hich the Di^^trict Officers are being armed hy the Act in debate. 

Nazi EMDADUL HOQUE: I must bow to yotir ruling. We find 
during a trial under this Art little boys were hauled up and were 
penalised with sentences ranging from two years to six years. The 
other day we found two hoys under trial 


The HOfl’iHa Mr. R. N. REID: May 1 ask w'hich district!^ 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: My own district, llungpur. 

The Hoil^bte Mr. R. N. REID: The Bengal Ptihlic Security Act 
31 never been applied to Kangpur. It is not in force there. 

A^izi EMDADUL HOQUE: May be, but if you enquire you wdll 
find tliat two boys of 14 years of age were home-interned. They were 
reported to have been conversing with one another and they were 
prosecuted, although these boys were 14 years of age 


Ttli HolPIMt Mr. R. N. REID: Not under the Public Security Act. 

EMDADUL HOQUE: May be, but yet they gave an under- 
taking that they would not in future converse with one another; still 
Umy w'ere heavily fined. So what I was going to say is that if a 
Strict Officer is armed with these extraordinary powers he would not 
justify those powers given to him, and he would not make the best use 
of those powers. He will abuse them. And as we find that in these 
extraordinary cases the District Officers cannot maintain equanimity 
of temper and as such they will not be able to meet out justice to the 
persons who would be brought under this Act, I think the queetion of 
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prolonging its life must have a popular backing and for' the matter of 
that circulation of the Bill is urgently called for. With these words 
I commend my motion to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hofi’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I think 

Mr. P. BANERJI: On a point of order. Am I not entitled to 
move my motion No. 80DP 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I have called out Mr. Reid’s name. Will you 
please resume your seat. I can take up your amendment later. You 
need not be in a hurry. When I call out a member’s name, I don’t 
want any other member to rise with him simultaneously. 

Tha H0fl*bl6 Mr. R. N. REID: I think T owe an apology to the 
last .speaker but one, Kazi Emdudul H(H|ue, for liaving missed my 
opportunity of making an opening .speech when I moved that the Bill 
be taken into consideration, because I might have been able to (‘onvince 
him that most of the references in his speech to terrorism, to the haul- 
ing up of ycmiig boys, and all the re.st of it, weie quite irrelevant 
because we are not discussing the Act which was pas8e<l in order to 
deal with terrorism. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble President vacated the Chair, which was 
taken by the Deputy President.) 

1 tlunk tljo Kazi Siihib \\as a member of this House in November, 
19*12. when the late Sir AVilliam Prentice introduced the Bengal Public 
Security Bill, ami he explained then that the existing Ordinance, which 
was called the Special Powers Ordinance, was about to expire, and that 
in the opinion of Oovernment it was nci essiiry to take statutory power% 
to replace that Ordinance. The country at that time has had bitte/ 
experience of the ( ivil disobedience movement and its deplorable conse- 
quences, and I think public opinion and certainly the opinion of thit ^ 
House, as evidenced by the way in which it passed this Bill, was in 
favour of taking some permanent powers in order to have a weapon i^ 
hand to deal with the possible revival of similar subversive movements. 
That was the reason for the introduction of the Bengal Security Bill 
and, on that understanding and knowledge, this House passed that 
The reason for the particular date which was assigned for the life ot ^ 
the Bill was that at that time in 1982 there was a general belief that a 
new Constitution was going to come in 1933 or 1934. When ^i|| 
William Prentice was introducing the Bill, he reminded the House that 
the Third Round Table Conference was then sitting, the Home Gk>v6ni- 
ment and the Government out here were doing their best to expedite 
the inauguration of the new Constitution, and that the new Consti- 
tution was not very far off. The reason for the Bill was this, and the 
point of view which actuated the Government to introduce the Bill waa 
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li waa tlieir bounden duty — it was the bounden duty of the exiat- 
mg Government — to fiand over the machinery in good running order 
and with all the necessary apparatus to keep it in goo<l running order. 
They considered that the powers granted by the Bengal Public Security 
Act were a part of the apparatus netessary to keep the machine going 
properly. Experience falsified the prophets of Um and there was no 
new Constitution in 1933 or Itm : but we are better off now. The 
Government of India Bill is now' an Act and as far as indk'ations go, 
there will be new elections towards the end of the next year, and it 
looks as if we should be blessed with a new' Constitution early in 1937. 
The same reasons tliat prompted the (tovernment to introiiuce the 
Public Security Bill of 1932 actuate them now in asking this House 
to agr«» to extend the life of tluit Act. The point then was to give 
the Act a period of existenie which would overlap the time within 
which the new Constitution was expecteil to come into being, and 
similarly now the period to which it is desired to extend the Bill is 
one which will overlap the date on wliich the new' Constitution is 
expected to come into being. The main reason, therefore, for this 
Bill is quite a simple one, as it was in 1932, and that is that Govern- 
ment consider that it is a ntn essitry precaution to liave these powers in 
existeiKe in case they are wanted, and that it is both w'ise and fair to 
furnish tliose who will administer the new' Constitution with W'eapons 
with which they (an deal if necessary with the kind of subversive 
movement tliat the country suffered from during the time of the civil 
disobedience movement and whicli unfortunately there is no real reason 
to suppose they may not possibly suffer from again. 

As regards the period again, the period is one of five years, (hat is 
to say the life of the Act is intended to ]»e extended up to 31st l)e< ember, 
.**1940. If the time-table which I have mentioned just now comes off, it 
will give the new Constitution the time to get itself settled and know 
* its own mind as to whether it would like (o keep the Act in force or to 
get nd of it, or perhaps to arm themselves with more drastic powers. 

I remember when in 1932 this Bill was discussed Mr. N. R. Basu 
moved an amendment the effect of whic h wa.s that the Act would expire 
barely six months after the new Constitution came in. It was to the 
i®act that the Act would come to an end hy the 30th June, 1934. I 
think it is dangerous to have too short a period. The new Constitution 
will come in, the new macliinerv will he installed, the new mechanics 

the new foremen, and especially the foremen, w'ill be new to their 
J)b: they want time to get used to their job. It is, therefore, not fair 
and reasonable to ask them t(K> early in their career to turn their minds 
f^m the immediate duty of running an unaccustomed machine to con- 
sidering th^ very difficult question as to whether they should scrap or 
maintain what we regard now as an essential part of the machinery. 

It is easy enough to drop a thing, it is easy enough to repeal a piece of 
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legislation, but it is not so easy to replace it and in the meanwhile yon 
are left with nothing, and you run possibly considerable danger. Also 
you can have your piece of machinery, but you need not use it. Take 
for instance this Act, which according to the mover of the last motion, 
lias been used with such harassing results against certain terrorists. 
This particular Bengal Public Security Act has only been put into 
force in three places. It was extended in part of the Midnapore district 
in 1932 and extended to part of , the Hooghly district in the same year, 
and it was again extended for a short period, and very soon after 
removed in certain areas in 1933 at the time when it was proposed to 
hold the Session of the Congress in Calcutta. It has never been 
extended to llungpur as I have said, and it has never been extended to a 
dozen other districts in Bengal. 


The fact that the Act lias been little us^d is, I maintain, no proof 
that it is useless. In fact, I think (government can claim credit for 
not having used the Act more widely than they have. It shows that 
they did not take the opportunity of recklessly using the power w^hich 
the Act contains. Therefore, Sir, it is on ground.s of common prudence 
that (Government have brought this Bill before this House to extend 
the life of the Bengal Public Security Act. 


As regards this particular motion, 1 find it very difficult to extract 
or to find in tlie mover’s speech any very pertinent reference to the 
need for circulation in spite of the exhortations of the Hon Mile Presi- 
dent. 1 think the circulation of a Bill of tliis nature which is not a 
Bill containing new provisions but a Bill to extend an existing Art is 
out of place. (Circulation is generally regarded as an appropriate 
procedure in case of Bills or enactments which contain possibly some- 
thing new in principle or something to whii h the province up to 
has been unaccustomed. Circulation might have been 
when the Bill was first introduced in 1932. 


appro^iat^ 


Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But it was not 

circulated. 

The Hon’Me Mr. R. N. REID: I said it might have been 
priate. I submit, Sir, quite seriously that it is inappropriate mMiw 

There is one more point in which I venture to think Kazi Emdadul 
HcKiue went completely wrong when he dilated upon the question of 
arming the executive with all sorts of drastic powers which in 'His 
view were certain to be misused. I have shown just now, Sir, thrilt 
the Act has only been extended to a very limited area in the proviftoe 
and, therefore, the opportunities which these callous District Magia- 
trates have hail for misusing their wude powers have been very few, 
and in the second place they have in fact used these powers very, eery 
little and never to my knowledge wrongly. I think, therefore, Diat 
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tht ItMmr of the motioti has nothing to go upon in past history. He 
surmises all sorts of awful things in the future, but if we can judge 
from past experience it is not in the least likely tlmt these powers 
would be misused if the Act were extended Iwyond what has been 
extended up to now. I beg, Sir, to oppi>8e the motion for circulation, 
and I trust my reasons wdll be acceptable to the House. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: I beg to move, by way of amendment, tliat 
the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by 
the dlst October, 1935. 

First of all 1 will refer to the speech of the flon’hle Member while 
opposing circulation. He said that tiovernment deserved credit. The 
Hon’hle Member deserves ( redil for the very fact tluit this Act has not 
been extemled to several jwirts of the province. But it shows definitely 
that the A< t was uniiecessarv. AVe Miid .so in J93!>. (Jovernment were 
armed with siifficieiit pouers to control the situation. But they thought 
that additional powers were necessary. From the fact that the A(‘t was 
so sparingly used and was not extended to many districts of this pro- 
\inc‘e, it is evident tluit these additional povv(*rs are not nei’essary. 
Therefore, I think (joveniment deserve no (‘redit wliatstKSvcr. Now I 
am only asking the (lovernincnt to circulate this Bill for eliciting 
public opinion by the 31st ChKiher, 1935, that is during the lifetime pf 
the present Act. The Act expires on the 31st December, 1935. Tlie 
Hon’lde Member mentioned that Mr. Nurendra Kumar Basu, the leader 
of the <.p[s»Hition, at the time of the coiisideration of the original Bill, 
put in an amendment to the effect that the life of the Act should 
V ** period of six months after the inauguration of the 

( oiistitution. That was the time when everything was uncertain, 
f fi<»veniinent of India Act has lieen passed and w'e are 
J5n Hie threshold of the new Constitution w hich is coming into 
existence either on the 1st of Jaiiuarv, 1937, <»r Ist of April, 1937, 
the Hon‘l)le Meml>f*r says that this machinerv must he kept intact for 
the future Government; the anxiety of Government is that the future 
should 1m* given time to see whether this iiipasure is 
^n^es.sary or it may he scrapped. As I have just now jKiinted out, 

1 want this circulation s<i that the views of the public liodies may be 
before us when we meet again probably in November. So that when 
those opinions are l>efore the House and the Government we on this 
llde of the House will lie in a position to judge what the public 
think of this extending Bill. Sir, from 1930 onwards we have 
provided this Government with emergency powers by passing a good 
many Acts, and the la,st of them was the Public Security Act. At that 
time we pointed out that those Acts wrere all unnecessary and that the 
ordinary law could cope with the situation and this Bill is also unneces- 
aary now. But even admitting for argument’s sake that it is necessary. 
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let 118 remember what this Act does: The Act was passed to confer 
special powers on the Local Government to enable it in case of emer* 
gency to combat activities subversive of law and order or prejudicial 
to the public security, for the suppression of which the ordinary powers 
of Government are inadequate. But it has been proved by the mere 
fact of its very infrequent use that the ordinary powers of Government 
are quite sufficient and this Act was, therefore, absolutely unnecessary. 
What do we find if wo go into the details in the districts where these 
Acts have been promulgated? We find that in those districts Govern- 
ment is run by the military. It is well known that in some districts 
there is the Curfew' Order by which no one is allowed to go out of doors 
after 0 p.m. There is also the military inarch in those districts, w’hich 
cause untold liardship and misery on the people in those districts. 
There have been u lot of such instances and it is very difficult to gauge 
tlie situation for the simple reason that while Government are trying 
to put dow’ii subversive activities — in fact, they have themselves 
terrorised the people into submission — they will also not let any account 
of these incidents appear or be published in the newsjMipers. That 
being the (Mise, it is almost impossible for the people at large to know 
what is hupp(‘ning in the countryside except tliose that are brought to 
the notice of particular members; the llon’ble Mr. lleid knows that 
very well, and that it is the poli(‘y of Government to-day to put down 
these activities by any means and show’ to the world that they have 
crushed all such spirit of the people, and that itiere is no discontent 
in the country. Admitting for the sake of argument and at the same 
time agreeing with .some of the suggestions of the Kazi Sahib, if it is 
maintained that Government has been succesHful in putting down such 
subversive activities, then is it not time and is it not quite reasonable 
tliat thc.se law's should at once be repealed instead of the Hon'ble 
Member coming forward to have the Act extended? We consider the 
situation to be (piite different in the countryside, c.y., all is not wfiHl 
there and, therefore, we think that instead of doing this Government 
should bring everything to the notice of the public and allow public 
opinion to grow in the country and not put it down by prohibiting 
the public4ition of s\ich news in the newspapers. What is the objection 
to doing so, Sir? A good Government alwa\s expects criticisms from 
the oppcKsition and from the public in general ami a giM)d Government 
thrives on stich criticism if tliey rtviilly want the g(H>d of the people, 
but this is a ditferent matter altogether with our Government, and that 
is our grievam'O. We say that what you want to do you must do 
publicly and not secretly and not allow your hencbuien to do in the 
eountrysiile what they are at present doing. Instances of such oppree- 
sion tliere are Qlany, and they are well known to the Hon’ble Member. 
The Hon’hle Member says that we are on the threshold of the Beforma 
and we should provide sufficient machinery for the new Government to 
cope with the subversive activities in the country. But then, Sir, the 
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nioiwmn, 1 mean those who will take charge of the administration of 
the otmnt^y under the new Constitution, these things may well be left 
in their hands. So why should the Hon ’hie Member l>e so anxious for 
them, since the present Government will have to abdicate and be lost 
in ohlmon? If the future Government find it necessary for their 
purpose, it will be their business to bring such measures into force. It 
may be contended by the Hon’ble Member that it will be difficult for 
the new members to take stock of the whole situation in a short lime, 
say, within six months, and that is why things are being kept ready 
for them in advance. Ilut I say that things may Ik* left in their hands 
without the present Government troubling themselves alamt it ; they can 
be depended uj)on finding out what is iieceHsary for the safety of the 
realm. So 1 submit that there is no necessity for the CHmtinuation 
of this measure. But we have no objection to this measure being 
circulated with a view to being informed of the opinion in the c'ountry. 
If then it is found that public opinion is in favcmr of this Act being 
extended for a further term, then and then only will the Hon’ble 
Member be justified in coming to the Gouncil with a measure like this. 
Otherwise, tliis Bill cannot arise, but if it again l)e contended that it is 
the intention of the Ifon’ble Member to safeguard the interests of the 
future Government, even then 1 am (luite within the time because 1 
have put the time as the dlst October up to which time Government 
can well remain without this amending Bill. We are likely to meet 
in November again and then can undertake this legislation if public 
opinion demands it. With tlie.se words 1 move my motion for the 
acceptance of the Hemse. 


Kizi EMDADUL HOQUE* I beg to move, by way of amendment, 
that the Bill be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon 
by the 30th September, 1935. 

I move the above motion formally, Sir, and make no speech. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Sir, I shall be very 
brief. The Hon’ble Member has opposed the lust portion of the 
circulation motion on the ground that it is not a new Bill. It is an 
old friend of ours and everyone knows wdiat it is, and, therefore, it 
does not require ciniilation. And in this connection he has been 
pleased to lay dowm certain principles with regard to circulation, quite 
oblivious of the fact tluit these principie.s did not appeal to him when 
be first introtluced the Public Security Bill, Bec^ause at the time it 
was introduced it w^as a new Bill, no circulation was required and now 
that it has become quite old and familiar to us, it does not require 
circulation either. Might I remind hon'ble members that it is a Bill 
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which has been in operation for about three years in at least some of 
the areas in Bengal and that, therefore, on this Bill the people might 
have something to say — as to how it has operated upon the people, how 
the people of Midnapore have suffered . That is a matter upon which 
public opinion might well express itself. Even supposing that thep^ is 
no objection to this Act being extended, a friendly critic might well 
point out what difficulties have been experienced in the practical appli- 
cation of this law, or how its practical application might be improved 
in the light of experience, and this is a matter the necessity for which 
cannot be ignored. I maintain tliat the Hon’ble Member was not 
speaking his own mind when he was opposing the circulation motion 
on such ffimsy grounds; what was at the back of his mind was that 
public opinion did not matter to him, and tliai lie did not care a 
tuppence for it, to he frank. That is a view which we can well under- 
stand. Sir, I am as little in favour of circulaHon as the Ilon’ble 
Memhcr liiinsell, hcMause I am opposed to this Extending Bill, lock, 
stock and Iwrrel : I do not want it to he circiilaied at all. 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Which Bill.^ 

Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: The present Bill, aim- 
ing to extend the Puhlic Security Act, of course. 


The Hofi’ble Mr. R. N. REID: Oh. I thought wo were talking 
of the Puhlic Security Act. 


Dr. NARESH CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Yes, hut this little Bill 
docs not consist of the few words in which it is couihed. By implica- 
tion it emhodies every word of the Act which is in force. We as 
lawyers are fuiniliur with certain rules of interpretation and how things 
are incorporated bv implication in statutes. To us the words in the 
Bill are not so very material as what they really convey. To this I 
am opposed altogether. It has been said that the Act has been a great 
success and in tiie same breath it has been also said that it has not 
been put into operation at all except in Midnapore, Ilooghly and once 
in Calcutta. Well, Sir, if that is so, it is very pertinent to ask 
ivhether what has been done under this Act in Midnapore, Hooghly 
and (^alcutta, could not have been avoided and the end equally well 
achieved by other means. That is a matter which requires a certain 
amount of investigation and research. Well, Sir, if the Government 
were really serious almut considering the operation of ibis Act before 
it was decided to extend it, they should have accepted with open anna 
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ibe j||li>po8al of Mr, P. Banerji to circulate the Bill for public opinion. 
They would thus know the mind of the people and thoae opinions would 
tell the Government exactly how they felt with regard to the Act. 
Then, Sir, my friend the Kazi Sahib hag been pulled by the leg by the 
Hon'ble Member in charge of the Bill for making a mistake. The 
Kazi Sahib has been told that the Public StMmrity Act was never in 
force in the Itangpur district. I suppose the non-official members may 
very w'ell be forgiven for not being able to distinguish between the 
numerous repressive Acts and mea.sures which have been passed. There 
are the Criminal Law Amendment Act, the Press Emergency Pow’ers 
Act, the Suppression of Terrorist Outrages and such Acts, and it is 
very difficult for the uninitiated to distingui.sh one from the other as 
they are interrelated to one another. But the one thing which is 
common to them is that the fre(‘dom of the people is being taken away 
without anybody knowing the reason for it. The liberty of the people, 
if such a thing existed, lias undoubtedly !)een interfere<l with. Young 
men have been taken away from their parents and interned in all sorts 
of places. The.M‘ are tilings which we are seeing all round us; and 
living in that atmosphere, we might lo.se sight of the distinction 
between the Acts and talk of (Uie Act ^\hile the other is being applied. 
Sir, the matter which, 1 submit, is well worth considering is whether 
the Public Sei urity Act ln at any rate a necessity after all the amend- 
ments of tlie Criminal Law Amendment Act have been carrietl out. 
Government has not found it necessary to extend the Public Security 
Act anywhere except in one or two plai’es. The (Viminal Law Amend- 
ment Act has been a< hieving the .same result in other places, would it 
not ha\e sufficed for your purpose in MidnajHue.^ The Hon*})lo 
Mr. Ketd has not told us the reason why it couhl not. IVrhaps, ()io 
reas<3ns are not e\(‘n known to him! He only knows wlmt has been 
enacted must continue. Aii\ thing in the way of extra power which 
lias been given to him, he will try his level best not to jiart with. 
Otherwi.se, it is very difficult to see the reason: Wlien you have been 
able to deal with terrorism by iiieuns of the other powers, you would 
not be able to do the same in Midnujiore. On the other liand, tho 
administration of this Act in Midnapore lias been a suffic ient experience 
for the people. Midnajiore has been terrorised; its political existence 
lias been pul a stop to alto^^ether : and all because there were some 
terrorists there, (jovernmeut says that the end has been achieved to a 
large extent: It lias been achieved just in the same way as the Great 
Hauuman secured the immortal elixir by bringing the Gandliamadan, 
achieved it at the cost of an amount of suffering as was not at all 
necessary. The question is w hether this is so. The Hon'ble Mr. Ileid 
has not told us w’hy this is so. He has not also told us why it is at 
all nec^essary to continue these powers in pla^tes like Midnapore. Sir, I 
mdmiit that there never was a necessity for this Public Security Act; 
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thdrs was never a necessity for the Criminal Law Amendment Act| or 
for the extra powers which have been given by these laws and which 
have been ruthlessly exercised to. achieve certain results, which might 
have been achieved otherwise 

Mr, DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Dr. Sen Gupta, will you continue 
any length of tiraeP 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: No, Sir. 1 have almost 
finished. As I was saying, the results might have been achieved by 
other means, but that i.s a matter on which we may agree to differ. 
With the Criminal I^aw Amendment Act and the other powers which 
are already there, I do not think that an extension of the Public 
Security Act is at all necessary, and it can very well be dispensed with. 
The Government have also frankly confessed that it has not been of 
much use 1o them except in a particular place, and it was enforced 
there only because Government wanted to make a show that the Act 
was utili.sed. 

Mr. DEPUTY PRESIDENT: Order, order. The Council stands 
adjourned till 3 p.m. on Monday, the 26th August. 


Adjournment. 

The (-ouncil was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Monday, the 26th 
August, 1935, at the Council House, Calcutta. 



ProettdBiift of the Benfal Legislative Q>iuicil assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act. 

Thb Cottkcil met in the Council Chamber in the Council HousSi 
Calcutta, on Monday, the 26th August, 1935, at 3 p.m. 


Present: 

Mr. President (the lion ’hie Raja Sir Manmatha Nath Ray 
Chowdhcry, of Santosh) in the Chair, the four llon’ble Members of 
the Executive Coiinril, the three Hon’ble MinisteiH and 91 lunuinuted 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

Proposal to give Government contracts to oduoated Bhadralok class for 
supply of certain kinds of produoo. 

«8n. Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Will the Hon’blo 
Minister in (harjre of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether the (lovernment are considering the desirability 
of encouraging edmatcil hhndraloks to start vegetable and kitchen 
gardening and fruit farming by giving their contracts to the educated 
hhadraloks owning such farms? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the HofPblo Nawah K. G. M. Faroqui, of Ratan- 
pur): No Government contracts are mmlo under a system of open 
competitive tenders. This department does not make any contrufjts for 
the supply of produce such as is referred to in the question but would 
be glad to re<eive and examine any ‘Specific iiiforiimtion regarding 
possible sources of supply with a view’ to bringing it to the notice of the 
departments concerned. 

Hackney carriages at Comilla station yard. 

*81. Maidvi 8YED OSMAN HAIDER CHAUDHURI: {a) Is the 

?Ion’ble Member in charge of the Police Depiirtmpiit aware — 

(i) that the Assara-Beugal Railway Sii|M*rintendeiit of Police ha.^ 
introduced the licenst^s without which the hackney carriages 
are not allowed to stay at the Comilla station yard for pick- 
ing up passengers; 
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(n) that the licenses issued are a few, numbering thirty; 

(tti) that the total number of carriages in the town is about a 
hundred ; 

(ar) that daily average number of passengers from and to the town 
is five to six hundred ; and 

(v) that the number is enormously increased on the occasion of 
Id, Kathjatra, Maharam, Puja and various other festivals? 

(h) Is the Ilon’ble Member also aware — 

(i) that the licensed carriages have been found insufficient in 
numl>er for the paasengers ; 

(«) that the passengers are put to inconvenience and they have to 
agree to any price of hire that the few privileged carriage 
drivers demand especially when the jxissengors have ladies 
with them ; 

(ill) that th(‘ ( hairman, ( omilla Municipality, htul sent a report to 
the District Magistrate on this subject; 

(tv) that the District Magistrate, Tippera, referred the matter to 
the Pailway Sui)erintendent of Police? 

(r) If the answer to (h) (iv) is in the affirmative, what action, if 
any, has been taken hy the llailway Superintendent of ]N)]i(*e? 

(f!) If no action has be(*n taken yet, what are the reasons? 

(c) Are the (loverninent considering the desirability of taking steps 
in the matter? 


MEMBER in charge cf POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hoffble 
Mfi Ra Na Reift)s (o) (V) Yes. 

(lO The numl)er has been increased to 40 and it is proposed to 
raise it to alxiut 100. Only 40 carriages can park at the station in 
the space available. 

(i/i) Yes. 

(ir) Uovernment have no statistics on the subject, but it is doubtful 
if the daily average number of passengers is as high as 500 or 600. 

(r) Yes. 

(6) (i) and (li) According to the information in possession of Gov- 
ernment, a shortage of vehicles is not u matter of daily occurrence. 

(hi) and {iv) Yes, 

(c) Action as noted in the answer to (a) (ii) has been taken. 

(d) and (e) Do not arise. 
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UNl KHETTER MOHAN RAY: la the Oovermnent aware that 
the ttumber of licensed hackney carriages at Comilla Station is quite 
inaufficient to carry the number of passengers who frequent the station? 


Tilt Hon’bit Mr# R. N. REID: No, Sir, the Government are not 
aware of that. 

Bibll KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Is the Government aware that 
out of the 40 licensed carriages only 20 to 30 carriages are found at the 
train time and, consequently, owing to the paucity of the hackney 
carriages, the passengers there are put to much inconveniouco and 
hardship ? 

Tht HOfl’bIt Mr. R* N» REID: That is quite possible, Sir, but it is 
not the business of the Government to provide vehicles to convey 
passengers to their destination. 

Babu KHETTER MOHAN RAY: Will the Hon ble Member be 

pleased to ask the railway administration to increase the number of the 
hackney carriages at ( omilla, 40 being too insutlicient for the number 
of passengers there? 

Tha HtHi’bla Mr. R. N. REID: Nor, Sir, is it the business of the 
railway administration to provide hackney carriages; they provide 
railway carriages. 


Damodar Canal. 

•E2. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHA: {a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Irrigation Dejiartraent be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of villages situated within the area calculated to 
bo benefited by the Dumodar canal; 

(fi) the number of villages which actually entered into an agree- 
ment with the Government for supply of water in 1934-35 
and 1935-36, respectively; 

(Hi) the area covered by such contract; 

(iv) the revenue realised or expected to be recovered under the 
contracts in the years 1934-35 and 1935-36, respectively; 

(e) the water rate fixed per acre for the years 1934-35 and 1935-36, 
respectively ; 



QUESTIONS. 


[ 26 th Aw,, 

(vi) the number of villages and 1;he number of plots within the 

area calculated to be benefited by the Damodar canal in 
which the crop-cutting experiment was made in the year 
1984-35; and 

(vii) the number of villages and the number of plots within tho 

area calculated to be benefited by the Damodar canal in 
which the crop-cutting experiment will be held in the year 
1935-36? 

(6) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether the Gov- 
ernment expect that the experiment to be made this year will be a 
proper and suflficient experiment to arrive at a safe average? 

(c) Did the Development Commissioner ever visit the area under 
crop-cutting experiment? 

(d) If llie answer to (r) is in the affirmative, what were the dates 
of such visits? 

MEMSER in charge cf IRRIGATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khwt|a Sir Naiiimiififin : (a) (i) About 400. 

(it) In 1934-35 214 mauzas and in 1935-36 269 mauzas. 

(in) In 1934-35 approximately 89,000 acres and in 1935-36 approxi- 
mately 100,000 acres. 

(ir) In 1934-35 about Rs. 2,70,000 and in 1935-36 about Rs. 3,00,000. 

(v) For long lease — in 1934-35 Rs. 3-8 and for season lease — in 
1934-35 Rh. 4-8 and in 1935-36 Rs. 4-8. 

(ri) Five villages and 800 plots. 

(vii) So far 3 villages and 550 plots. 

(b) Owing to the failure of cultivators to ent(‘r into lea.ses in time 
for preparation to be made for the collection of data regarding plots 
to be selected at random, any crop-cutting experiments cannot pro- 
vide sufficiently reliable data for calculating an average. But no 
one year's results would suffice in any case. 

(c) No. The experiment.s were carried out quite independently 
by the staff of the Director of Agiiculture. 

(d) Does not ari.se, 

Mtuivi EYED MAJID BAK8H: Will the Ilon’ble Member be 
pleased to tell us whether the area irrigated by the Damodar Canal has 
been inundated by the recent floods this year? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: This question does not arise. 

Maulvi EYED MAJID BAKEH. 1 want to enquire. Sir, whether it 
ia your decision or whether it is the decision of the Hon'ble Memberf 
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ili^ PRESIDENTS It is my decision. 

MtUlvi SYED MAJID BAK8H; Will the Hon^ble Member please 
tell us whether the amount that he has shown has been realised under 
contract for a number of years or under a perpetual contract P 

Th# HOfi’bIt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: There is no peri»etual 
contract. 


Eden Canal. 

•83. Babu PROFULLA KUMAR CUHAs (a) Will the Hon ble 

Member in churj^e of the Irri^fution Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether for the excavation of the Kden canal the Government 

had to ac(iuire land ; and 

(li) whether during the acituisition free gifts of lands were made 
by some of the landlords? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (u) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

{i) the names of the landlords who made such free gifts of lands; 

(ii) the total acreage of such lands; and 

(iti) the condition.s, if any, on which such free gifts wore madeP 
(c) Will the llon'ble Member be pleased to state-— 

{%) whether it is a fact that the Kden canal was excavated pri- 
marily for the purpose of supplying free drinking water; 
Gi ) whether it is a fact that drinking water is supplied to tho 
jHHjple from the K<len canal every’ year; 
iin) whether it is a fact that drinking water was supplied to the 
I)eopIe last year, the year of severe drought ; and 
(u) whether the (iovernment are considering the desirability of 
issuing necessary orders for the regular supply of drinking 
water to the people in future? 

Tht HOfPbia Khwtja Sir NAZIMUDDIN l (a) (t) Yes. 

(it) No. 

(^) W» (tf) and (Hi) Do not arise. 

(c) (%), (it) and (iit) Yes. 

(iv) No such orders are required. 

Tht Joynagar Cut. 

•84. Haulvi SYED MAJID BAKSH: (a) Will the Hon* ble Member 
in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state whether the 
Joyuagar Cut has been completed? 
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(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative^ will tlie Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state — 

(i) when it will l)e opened to let in flood water ; 

(u) what is the expenditure incurred ; and 

(til) what is the contribution of the Government? 

(c) Th the Hon'ble Member aware that in the conference held 
the room of the Minister for I^cal Self-Government an assurance was 
(fiven by the authorities concerned that the Joynagar Cut would be 
completed this year? 

Th0 Hofl'ble Khwajft Sir NAZIMUDDIN; (a) The Joynagar Cut 
has been completed with the exception of a bridge. 

(b) (i) and (n) Government have no information. 

(m) Government have made no contribution towards the capital cost 
of the scheme, but Government offif^ers have supervised the w'ork. 

(c) Yes. 

MtUivi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that 
the Joynagar Cut has not been opened up till now? 

Tha Hon'bla Khwala Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, Sir, it has not been 
opened yet. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the llon'ble Member kindly 
inform us whether or not after the subsidence of the flood water the cut 
will he ahsolutely useless for all practical purj>oses to he opened this 
year? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, if it is opened after 
the flood water subsides. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Will the Ilou’ble Member tell us 
whether it wdll be opened before the flood subsides? 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes, We hope 90. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Is the Hon’ble Member aware 

that on account of a claim for compensation the cut has not yet been 
opened by the atithorities? 

Tlia HOll’bla Kltwa)a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Government do not want 

a large acreage covered by paddy to be destroyed altogether. 
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iMHMtYEO MMID BAKtH: Is the Hon’ble Member aware that 
it ia » public health scheme and that it is intended to save the country 
through which the river passes from malaria which is responsible for 
the loss of about 2,000 lives a year? 

Tha HOfi’bia Khwa]a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I think the Public 
Health Department will be in a better position to answer that question. 


Ahsanullih Sehoal of Enginooring. 

*86. Rai BahMliv KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdIt (a) WiH 

the Hon’ble Minister in charjpre of the Kdueation Department he pleased 
to state — 

(i) whether he is aware the grievances nf certain memlH^rs ul' 
the staff of the Ahsanullah School of Engineering* in con- 
nection w’ith the introduction of the time-scales of pay for 
them ; 

(ii) whether (Government in their letter No. 2262-Kdn., dated the 
17th July, acconled administrative approval to the 

introduction of time-scales of pay with retrospective effect, 
namely, from the Ist July, 1925, but no effect has yet l)een 
given to it; 

(in) whether in reply to a numlw'r of ciuestions asked on the subject, 
on the 8th April, UKH6, an a.ssurance was given that time- 
scales of pay would be introducetl in their cases; and 

{ir) whether it is a fa«*t that the officers concerned have since been 
informed in (jovernment letter No. ir)12-Edn., dated the 28th 
Mart'h, 1936, tliat no time-scales of jiay have been sanctioned 
for them? 

(5) If the answer to is in (he affirmative, will the llon’lda 
Minister l)e pleased to state on what jiriiu'ijde only one increment of 
^y has lioen sanctioned as stated in the Education Secretary’s letter 
%o. 1612-Edn., dated the 28th March, 1935? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that Ijy one increment, many of 
these officers who are serving under the Government for 10 to 15 years 
have not at all Wn Iwnefited and the interests of some of them have 
been adversely affecte<l? 

(d) If the intention of giving one increment is to give relief to 
the officers, will the Hon’ble Minister l)e pleased to state why some 
have been given increment of pay and others deprived of it? 

(e) Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(f) a list of the officers who have got the increment ; 

(u) the dates of their appointment and confirmation : 
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{Hi) the pay they had been drawing so long ; and 
{iv) their j)resent pay after the increment given according to the 
revised scale? 

if) Are the Government contemplating — 

(i) reconsidering the case of these officers; and 
(u) sanctioning for them time-scales of pay retrospectively from 
the dates of their appointment? 

MINISTER in oliarga of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tlio 
Hon^blo Khan Bahadur M. Azizuf Haqua): (a) (i) Yes. 

(ii) The member is referred to the answer given to question No. 73 (c) 
asked by him on 8th April, 1935. 

(m) No. 

(iv) The Director of Public Instruction has l)een so informed. 

(5) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 

i<l) The question does n()t arise. 

(c) A ^^atelnent is jilaced (ui the Library table. 

(/) (i) and (h) a ref)re*^entation which they liave submitted is ut»der 
consideration. 

Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Will the ilou'ble 

Minister in < harge be pleased to state with reference to answer (/) 
whether he will bo in a position to give a decision in the matter and, if 
BO, when? 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: It is very 

difficult to give an estimate, but the matter is being considered. 


Temporary dorks in distnot offloos. 

*86. MaulW TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Meml>er in charge of the Kevenue Department be pleaswl to lay on 
the table a statement showing — 

(/) the present numWr (»f temporary clerks, district by di.stidct, 
in the province, in the Landlords’ Fee Department, Certi- 
ficate Department. Khasnuihal Department, Copying Depart* 
inent and other Collectorate Departments; 

{ii) the nuiul)er, if any, who were Hpi»oiuted, as such temporary 
clerks after they exceeded the age of 25; and 
(tit) how many of them in each district are at present age-barred 
for permanent appointments? 
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(3) Is the Hon’ble Member aware — 

that accordinif to rule 63 of the Iknird's Miscellaneous Rules 
recently promul^teil the Divisional Commissioner can 
sanction the ap[K)intment of a^barred men up to the age 
of 30, not excfHuling 4 in a year in the Division ; and 

(it) that on account of the o]>eration of the aforesaid rule most 
of these temporary clerks will have no chance of getting 
permanent appointments? 

(r) Will the HoiCble Member !)e pleased to state whether tlie afore- 
said rule also applies in the case of those clerks who w^ere ai>pointed as 
probationers, but were not confirmed as fiermanent clerks before the 
promulgation of the said rule? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of amending 
the aforesaid rule to give temporary clerks a reasonable chance of being 
taken into pennunent aiipointments? 


MEMBER in oharga of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (th# HofPMa 
Sir Brajandra Lai Mittar): (o) (r), (H) and (ir'i) Temporary clerks are 
employed in all the district offices of the province; hence the collection 
of this information would entail so much labour, time and expense that 
Government regret that they are not prepared to undertake the work. 

(h) (i) Yes. 

(ii) Government are aware that by the operation of this rule some 
age-barred temporary clerks will have no chance of getting permanent 
employment. 

(c) The rule applies to all temi>orury clerks whenever they were 
appointed but has no application to prolNitioners. 

(d) No. Government are not connidering the desirability of amend* 
ing the rule. 

MiUlvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: K the Hon’lde Member in a posi- 
tion to give the total nuiiil^^r of the temporal^' clerks? 


Thf HoiPbloBir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: I must ask for 
notice. 


Rogiitarad Librariaa. 

*87. MUNINDRA deb RAI MAHASAI: (a) Will the Hon bla 

Member in charge of the Finance Department lie jdeased to lay on the 
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table a list of the existin^T libraries in Bengal registered under Indian 
Societies llegistration Act (XXI of 18G0), with their addresses? 

(b) Are the Government considering the proposal of reducing the 
present rate of registration fee of Rs. 50? 


MEMBER in Charge Of FIN ANOE DEPARTMENT (the Hon^Me 
Sir John WOOdheed): (a) A list is laid on the Library table. 

(h) No. 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: With reference to answer to 
87 (5), will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment do not consider the rate to be excessive for libraries? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: No, Sir. 


Export of tea waste. 

•SS. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member in charge 
of the Commerce Department be pleased to state whether it is a foci 
that Messrs. Barlow A (\). have been granted the monopoly to buy tea 
wastes P 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Meml)er be pleased to state — 

(i) the quantity of tea wastes pun-hased by Messrs. Barlow & Co. 

at Calcutta during 1934-36; 

(ii) whether the quantity so punhased by Messrs. Barlow & Co. 

at Calcutta was much greater than the quantities purchased 
by Messrs, Findlay A Co. and Messrs. Balmer Lawrie A Co, 
during 1932-33 and 1933-34; and 

(m) if 80 , what is the reason for such increase ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to state whether the Govern 
ment are considering the desirability of enquiring if there is any chance 
of a portion of these wastes being utilised for human consumption? 

{<1) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that respe<'table Indian firms, 
with orders from foreign countries, were refused to be registered as 
exporters of tea wastes? 

MEMBER in ohargo of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (tlio HOiPMo 
fir John Woodhoid): (a) No. 
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(d) There is no restriction on the export of tea waste. 
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Mr. Pm BANERJI: Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state 
whether there is any restriction to the ex|)ort of tea waste? 

The HOfflHe Sir dOHN WOODHEAD: I luive replied. Sir. m 
answer (d) that there is no restriction to the export of tea waste. 

Mr. P. BANERdI: Is the Hon'blc Member aware that a ciroular 
notice has been issued by the Licensinp Committee only day before 
yesterday that sale is restricted to three firms? 


The HOfi*bli Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: I am not aware of such a 

restriction. 


Mr. P. BANERdI: Will the Kon'ble Member be pleased to make 
enquiries into the matter? 


The HOfi’hle Sir dOHN WOODHEAD: No, Sir, I do not think 1 
need make any enquiries into the matter. 

Mr. P. BANERdI: If it is a fact, then what mij^ht be the possible 
objection of the Government to make an enquiry into the matter and 
find out that the reply given by the Hon^ble Member is contradictory 
to what is being done by the Licensing Committee? 

Tha HOfPhIa Sir dOHN WOODHEAD: 1 am certain that the reply 
I gave is absolutely correct. There is no restriction on the export of 
tea waste. 


Hownh^hathhala Light Raihiiniy. 

«8S. MUNiNDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: (a) Has the attention 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Public Works Department 
been drawn to the unsatisfactory condition of the Howrah-Sheakbaln 
Light Railway? 
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(h) Has he got any representation from the Howrah-Sheakhala 
Light Railway Passengers' Association regarding their grieTancesP 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the aflSrmatiTe, what steps, if any, 
have been taken to remove those grievances? 

(d) Has his attention been drawn to the — 

(t) inconvenience caused to the daily passengers for the slowness 
of trains covering a distance of about 20 miles in 2 hours 
and a half, and 

(n) the inconvenience caused to the passengers during the rainy 
season from the leaky roofs in trains? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, will the Hon ’bid 
Minister be ])leased to lake necessary action for the redress of these 
grievances ? 

(/) Is it a foci that ever>’ Saturday only 15 coaches are attached 
to 71-1) j> train and 62-l)own train consisting of one first class, two inter 
class and two third class for females, leaving a balance of 10 coaches 
with 140 seats for male third class passengers? 

(g) Is it a fiut that the average number of j)U88enger8 by each of 
these trains is 250? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to provide additional coaches and adequate seats in the trains? 


MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT (the 
HOffPble Nawab K. C. M. Faroqui, of Ratanpur): {a) and (5) Yes. 

(c) Government are investigjiting the grievances. 

(d) (i) and (ii) Yes. 

(e) Government are investigating the grievances. 

(/) A statement showing the numl)er of coaches which ran on 62- 
Down and 71-T^p trains on each Saturday from 1st June to 20th July 
is placed on the table. It will be noticed that the niiniWr of coachea 
has recently Wn increased. 

(/;) The information is not available. The average number of 
passengers travelling by all trains during the balf-yt^vr ending 31st 
Manh, 1935, was 182 per tnun. In the seven weeks ending 20tb July, 
1936, ii was 110 i>er train. 

(h) Since March, 1930, 17 unit coai'bes on this Railway have beau 
•crapped and 10 Wgie coaches have been supplied. Additional bogio 
coaches are being supplied in each half-year. 



QUESTiears. a»i 

StttUiMnt referred to in the reply to douse if) of storred question No, 89. 


Date. 

Number 

of 

ooeohes. 

Beete. 

First. 

Inter. 

Third. 

Totid. 

82- Down. 






1035. 






1st June 

14 

8 

28 

191 

227 

8th June 

12 

8 

28 

152 

188 

15th June 

13 

8 

42 

156 

206 

22nd June 

14 

8 

28 

138 

174 

tOth Jtine 

14 

8 

28 

191 

227 

0th July 

14 

8 

28 

170 

206 

13th July . . . . 

17 

8 

41 

200 

249 

20th July 

i 

17 

8 

28 

220 

258 

1 

77- Up. 






1935. 






1st June 

13 

8 

28 

181 

217 

8ih June 

15 

8 

28 

202 

238 

15th June 

13 

8 

41 

144 

103 

22nd Jiuie 

14 

8 

28 

213 

240 

29th Juno 

14 

8 

14 

209 

231 

6th July 

14 

8 

28 

180 

222 

13th July 

14 

8 

28 

150 

102 

20th July 

16 

8 

28 

205 

241 


MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: With referonce to annwer 
(c), will the Hon’ble Minister he pleased to state when this investiga- 
tion will bo finished ? 


The HOfi’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur; 1 am afraid, 

Sir, it is very difHcult for me to say anything ubont it now. 


Newspapers and printing prosaes. 

•98^ Mr. P. BANERdlS (a) Will the llon’ble Member in eharga 
of the Political Department be jdeased to lay on the table a Hlatement 

ftbowing— 

(i) the names of the newHpaj>erH and printing presses from which 
security has Wii demanded under the Press Pimergency 
Powers Act since its enaidment; 

(it) the amount deposited by each paper and press dunng this 
period; 
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(fu) the names of papers and the amounts of their security forfeited 
so far; and 

(iv) the number of newspapers to whom warnings have been given? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whetner warning 

is given to papers and presses before demanding security from them 
and before their forfeiture of security? ^ 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table another 
statement showing during the operation of the Press Emergency Powers 
/let— 

(i) the names of pai)erH which have been punished under th#' 

ordinary law; and 

(ii) the nature of their offence and the punishment? / 

MEMBER in charge of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (the Hon'Ma 
Mr. R. N« RchI): (a) (t), (ii), (ni) and (iv) Statements are laid on the 
able. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) (i) and (n) A statement is laid on the table. 

Stateinents referred to in the reply to clause (a) of starred question 

No. 90. 

(a) (i) Nurnes of newspapers ami printing presses from which 
security has been demanded under the Indian Press (Emergency 
Powers) Act, lh*ll, sin<*e its emutment: — 

1932. 

1. Hindu Punch (newspaper). 

2. Ilari Press, 

3. Tin* Liberty (newspaper). 

4. The Indian Daily News Press. 

5. The Swatantra Press. 

6. The Hind (new8pai)er). 

7. The Yugasankha (new'spaper). 

8. The Sakti Press. 

9. The Benu (newspaper). 

10. The Hasanti Press. 

11, The Nayak (newspaper). 

12. The Sahafat (newspaper). 

13, The Bengal Art Syndicate Press. 



14v The Narigaurab (newapaper). 

16. The Vedic Press. 

16. The Swadesh (newspaper). 

17. The Sree Krishna Printing Works. 

18. The Ix>kmanya (newspaper;. 

19. The Ix)kmanya Press. 

20. The Viharee (newspaper). 

21- The Viharee Press. 

22. The Chasimazur (newspaper). 

23. The Calcutta Printing Works. 

24. The Sarathi (newspaper). 

25. The Jainhoor (newspaper). 

26. The Arya Printing Works Press. 

27. The Jewan (newspaper). 

28. The Jewan Press. 

29. The Bijaya l^ress. 

30. The Karkhana (newspaper). 

31. The Anandu Bazar I’atriku (newspaper). 
f32. Tlie Ananda Press. 

33. The Vedic Press. 

34. Tlie Ainrita Bazar Patriku (newspaper). 

35. The Ainrita Bazar Patrika Press, lAd. 

36. The Dainik Basuinati (newspaper). 

37. The Basuinati Electric Machine Presi. 

38. Tlie liar liar Mahaileo (newsj)uper). 

39. The vShivajee Press. 

40. The Paradise Press. 

41. The Al-Musliiu (newsjmper). 

42. The Islaniia Printing House Press. 

43. The Viswamitra (newspaper). 

44. The Viswamitra Press. 

45. The Jayasree (newspaper). 

46. The Bijoli. 

1033, 

1. The Ananda Bazar Patrika (newspaper). 

2. The Ananda Press. 

3. The Saraswati Press. 

4 . The Harijan (newspaper). 
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6. The Kshatriyasansar (newspaper). 

6. The Binapani Art Press. 

7. The Viuwamitra (newspaper). 

8. The Viswamitra Press. 

9. The Commercial India (newspaper). 

10. The Industry Press. 

11. The Nayak. 

12. The Sree Press. 

13. The I’ravurtak (newspaper). 

14. The Hind-i-Jadid (newspaper). 

16. The Hind Press. 

16. ^rhe Keshari Press. 

17. The Sankulpa (newspaper). 

18. The Sreeram Press. 

19. The Punjab (newspaper). 

20. The Punjab Press. 

21. The Janf^i Mazdoor (newspaper). 

1934 , 

1. The Arya l*rintinp Press. 

2. Tlie Sree (louranga Press. 

3. The Free India (newspaper). 

4. The (Jana Nayak (newspaper;. 

6. The (3assic Press. 

6. The Marx Jbuithi (newspaper). 

7. The Viswamitra (newspaper), 

8. The Vivswainitra Press. 

1935 , 

1. The Khadim (newspaper). 

2. The Bandemataram (newspaper). 

3. The Sanii Press. 

4. The Majdur Dunia (newspaper). 

6. The Sridhar Sitala Press. 

6. The Khadim Quadim (newspaper). 

7. The Kamali Press. 



IM&I ' 

QUBSWblls. 
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Kamefi of newspapers and prinimg prasMa which 

dopoaitodi 

tecnrity* 

l^ames of newspapers and printing 
presses. 

Amount deposited. 

1, 

1932. 

The Liberty (newspaper) 


Ra. 

3,000 

2. 

The Indian Daily News Press 


3,000 

3. 

The Sakti Press 


500 

4. 

The Nayak (newspaper) 


600 

5. 

The Hengal Art Syndicate Press 


500 

6. 

The Vedi(' Press 


600 

7. 

The Sree Krishna Printing Works 


LCKK) 

8. 

The TA>kmanya (newspaper^ 


1,000 

9. 

The Likmaiiya Press 


1,000 

10. 

The Viliuree Press 


500 

11. 

The ('alcntta Printing Woiks 


500 

12. 

The Jainhoor (newspaper) 


500 

13. 

The Ananda Hazar Patrika (newspaper) 


1,000 

14. 

The Ananda Press 


1,(K)0 

16. 

The Ainrita Pazar Patrika (newspaper) 


3,000 

16. 

The Ainrita Hazar Patrika Press, Ltd. 


3,000 

17. 

The Dainik Pasuinati (newspaper) 


5(K) 

18. 

Tlie Pasuninti Electric Machine Press 


500 

19. 

The Paradise Press 


500 

20. 

The Viswainitra (newspaper; 


l.tKK) 

21. 

The Vis\^ainitra Press 


1,000 

22. 

The Jayasiee (newspaper) 


300 

1. 

1933 . 

The Ananda Hazar Patrika (newspaper) 


2.(KK) 

2. 

The Ananda Press 


2, IKK) 

3. 

Tlie Saraswati Press 


3,000 

4. 

The Hurijan (newspaper) 


500 

6. 

The Kshatriya.sansar (newspa[>er) 


600 

6. 

The Yiswamitra (newspaper) 


1,600 

7. 

The Yiswamitra Press 


1,500 

8. 

The Commercial India (newspaper) 


500 

9. 

The Industry Press 


600 





Names of newspapers and printing 


presses. 

Amount deposited. 

Ei. - 

10. The Nayak 

... 1,000 

11. The Pravartak (newspaper) 

... 500 

12. The Hind-i-Jadid (newspaper) 

... 500 

1*3. The Hind Press 

... 500 

14. The Sreeram Press 

... 500 

1934. 

1. The Arya Printing Press 

... 1,000 

2. Tlie Sree Gouranga Press 

500 

3. The Free India (newspaper) 

... 500 

4. The Classic Press 

500 

6. The Viswamitra (newspaper) 

... 1,500 

6. The Viswamitra l^ress 

... 1,500 

1935. 

1. The Handemataram (newspaper) 

... 500 

2. The Santi Press 

500 

(ui) The names of papers and the amounts of their security forfeited 

•0 far: — 

Names of papers. 

Amounts forfeited, 
Rs. 

1932. 

1. The InlM'rty (newspaper') 

... 500 

2. The Dninik Naynk (newspaper) 

100 

1933. 

1. The Ananda Bassar Patrika (newspaper) 

... 500 

2. The Viswamitra (newspaper) 

100 

3. The Kshatriyasansar (newspaper) 

500 

1934. 

1. The Viswamitra (newspaper) 

... 100 

(»r) The number of newspapers to whom 

warnings have beta 

given : — 

1932. — 57 Newspapers on 134 occasions. 

1933. — 41 Newspapers on 75 occasions. 

1934. — 42 Newspapers on 90 occasions. 

1935. — 23 Newspapers on 42 occasions. 
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referred to in the reply to clause (c) of starred question 
No, 90, 

(d| (i) and (ti) The names of papers which have been punished 
fttder the ordinal^’ law during* the operation of the Indian Pres* 
Emergency Powers) Act, 19*U, and the nature of offence and punish- 
ment: — 


Names of newiipapors. Natum of ofTonc©. 


mi. 

{From 18th October to Slst 
Decenhber . ) 

1. The Editor and the printer 124- A, I. l\ t’. 

and publisher of the 
“ Nayak.” 

2. The Editor, printer and pub- 124-A, 1. 1*. (’. . . 

lisbor of the “ Itashtra- 
vaiu.” 

3. Tlie Editor, printer and pub- 124-A, I. P. C. .. 

lisher of the “ Sarbahara. 

4 . The Editor, printer and pub- 124-A, 1. P. (’. . . 

Usher of the “ Bonn.” 

fi. The EfUtor, printer ami pub- 124-A, I. P. C. . . 
Usher of the “ Denher- 
vani.” 


6. The Editcr, printer and pub- 153- A, I. P. C. . . 

Usher of the " Sarba- 
hara." 


7. The E<htor and the printer 153- A, I. P. C. . . 
and publisher of the 
“ Jamhoor. ” 


i. Tho Editor and publisher of 124-A, I. P. C. . . 
the ‘‘ Swatantra Bharat." 


im. 

1. The Editor, printer and pub- 124-A, I. P. C. . . 
lishin* of the Cliasi 
Mazur." 


Nature of puuishmeut. 


('.onviotod and sentenre.l to six 
months' simple imprisonment. 

(’onvicpvl and He)it4Mn*»»tl to one 
yiur s rigorous impruMinmeut. 

Ditto, 


CouvkMo I and seiitenrivl to two 
yctant' rigonnis imprisonment. 

(’onvw'tod and wMitonoed to nine 
rnoutlis' rigorous imprisonment 
and a fine of H-i. 250 in default 
rigorous imprisonment for 
three months mor»^. 

Convicted and sentenceil to six 
months’ rigorous im|>riminmont. 
This was to run consecutively 
with the sontonce in the case 
under set'tion 124-A, I. 1*. C. 

Convu'tod but as the nf'cusod 
expressed regret and gave 
writtcni underbiking they were 
dealt with under s«M*tion 562, 
('rimmal Procedure Cotlo, anil 
were ordered to exismto Ismds 
of Rs. 500 each to be of good 
behaviour for one year. 

Convicted and senteticed to 
rigorous iinpriiMMiment for six 
months an<l to ftay a fine of 
Ka, MX) in default to undergo 
rigorous imprisonmant for 
three months in aildition. 

Convk7te(i anrl sentoiieoti to 
rigorous imprij<»opmoiit for nine 
mfHiths on each of the two 
counts, the sentences to run 
concumwitly. 
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Named of nevapapers. 


Nature of offence. 


Ill II I— ■■■ 

Nature of puniahment. 


Tf»e t^litor and the printer 
and publiaher of the 
“ Liberty.” 


124.A, I. P. C. 


Convicted : the Editor sentenced 
to nine months' rigorous im> 
prisonment and to pay a fine 
Re. 500 in deWlt three 
months* rigorous imprison* 
mont ; and the printer and 
publisher fined ra. 500 in 
default to undergo six months* 
rigorous imprisonment. 


3. The liJditor, printer and pub- 
lisher of the ‘‘ Vihari.” 


124.A. I. P. C. 


Convicted and dealt with under 
section 562, Criminal Procedure 
Code, to be of good behaviour 
for two yc»ar8 for the sum of 
R«. 500. 


4 . The i'^litor, printer and pub- 
lisher of the ” Yuga- 
sankha.*' 


124-A, I. P. C., and Convicted and sentenced to six 
153-A, I. P. C. months’ rigorous imprisonment 
on each count and sentences to 
run concurrently. 


5. The Editor, printer and pub- 
lisher of the ” Si^ba- 
hara.” 


124-A, I. P. C., and Convicted and Bentence<l to one 
153-A, I. P. C. year’s rigorous imprisonment 
under section 124-A, and to 
six months’ rigorous imprison- 
ment under section 153-A, 
I. P. C., sentences to run 
concurrently. 


6. I’he lOdilor and the printer Contempt of Court 
and publisher of the Act. 

” Amrita Bazar PatrUca.” 


The a(;cused fined Rs, 5)0 evch. 


J93S. 

Nil. 


Nil. 


193S. 


1. The Rlitor and the printer 
and publisher of the 
’* Oanaahakti.” 


124.A, I. P. C. 


Convicted : the Editor sentmoed 
to eighteen months’ rigorous 
imprisonment and the printer 
and publisher to one year’s 
rigorous imprisonment. 


2. The Editor and the printer 
and publisher of the 
“ Amrita Bazar Pairika." 


Omtempt of Court 


8entcn''‘f».l to throe mouths’ 
simple imprisonment by the 
High Court. 


3. 


The Editors and the printer 
and piihlislier of the 
“ Deali Darpan.” 


124-A, I. P. C. 


Not yet known. 
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Mf, NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: WiU theiloo’ble Member be 
pleased to state what be means by this list “under the ordinary law 
during the operation of the Indian Press Emergency Powers Act, 1901“ P 
Does he mean all the laws except the Indian Press Emergency Powera 
Act, 1931 P 

Thi Hon’bla Mr. R. N. REID: By “ordinary law‘* I meant the 
Indian Penal Code, 


Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is the Hon'ble Member nxutro 
that conviction of the Editor, Printer and Publisher of the “Aninta 
Bazar Patrika” for contempt of court was not under the Indian Penal 
Code? 


Tht HOfPbIt Mr. R. N. REID: Yes, that is quite clear from my 
atatement. 


Syadpur Mohsin Estate. 

«91. Mauivi MUHAMMAD H08SAIN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Kcvenue Department l)e pleased to state 
whether the Hajec Md. M(disin trust estate clerks have been deputed 
to manage tlie woiks ot the Ward Estate? 

(h) Is it a fact that a monthly rental of Kb. 15 is taken out of the 
income of the said estate for holding its office in a small room of the 
Khulna CollectorateP 

(c) Is it a fact that a sum of Ks. o.tMKf is tak(*n out of the limited 
income of the said trust estate by the (iovernineiit tor its munagementP 

(d) Is it a fact that (ioveinment takes one lakh and twenty-three 
thousand rupees as (Government revenue out of an income of 2 lakhs 
and 30 thousand rupees out of the Syedpur Ilajee Md. Mohsin EstateP 

The Hon’ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: (a) No. 

(6) No. A rent ot Ks. 10 per month is lading charged to the estate 
for ocjcupying a room in the Collectorate and a portion of the Collec- 
tor's Kecord-room, as it has not got an office of its own. 

(c) The general rate for supervision of the estate together with the 
audit rate \arv from year to vear and gene?all\ ainounl to not h‘ss than 

Rs. 5,000. 

(d) Govetnmeut revenue amounts to Rs. 95,691 on the gross rental 
of tbe estate at Rs. 2,36,808. 
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Propotod stOTM for oottago imtustrlof. 

«92. Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Is the Hon’blo 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department con- 
sidering the desirability of taking steps — 

(/) to organise stores for cottage industries on a co-operative basis 
in all mufassal towns in Bengal; 

(n) to link the same with the Bengal Home Industries Association 
or similar institutions in Calcutta; and 

(Hi) to extend the activities of such stores to London? 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: (t) No. 

Steps are l)eing taken however to improve the working of the existing 
Co-operative Industrial Unions at Dacca, Chittagong, Bankura, 
Ilaipura (Noakhali), Choumohoni (Noakhali), Naogaon (Rajshahi) and 
Satkania ((Chittagong) and the weaving union at Bagerhat (Khulna) 
and the Yarn Depot at Alamdanga (Nadia) wliitli function as stores 
for the handloom cottage industry. 

(tV) Co-operative Industrial Unions are already linked up with the 
Bengal Co-operative Industrial Society, Limited, at Calcutta. These 
are autonomous InKlies and there is nothing to prevent their taking 
advantage of the Bengal Home Industries Association or any other 
selling agency to effe< t the sale of their products. 

(lit) The Bengal Home Imlustries Association has already extendi 
its activities to the 1/ondon market. 


Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what stands in the way to organiise stores 
for cottage industries on a (o-operative basis? 


Tha HaiPbia Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, af Ratanpur: I have 

already stated that we have already done so. 


Tangi-Tangail-Mymantingh Railway prpjaet. 

*SS. Mauivi NUR RAHMAN KHAN EUSUF4I: (a) Will iha 
Hon’ble Member in charge of Public Works Department be pleased to 
state — 

(t) tlie result of the conference recently held at Dacca in connec- 
tion with the Tangi-Tangail-Mymensingh or Tangi-Tangail- 
Singhjani Railway project; and 
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($i) whether there was any enquiry or measurement made by the 
railway authority in the last winter aeascm regarding tbe 
aforesaid railway line as stated by the Government in reply 
to starred question No. 12 put by me during the December 
session of the Council in 19^? 


(b) If the answer to (a) (it) is in the aflirmative, will the HoiCble 
Member be pleased to state what has Wn the result of the said enquiry 
or measurement ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Meml)er be pleased to state whether any 
alignment of the said milway has been finally approved by the Govern- 
ment? 

(d) Will the Hon 'hie Member he pleased to stato— 

^t) whether there is any project of the said railway line being 
extended to Pingna with a view to connecting it with the 
railway line at Serajgauj or rather Mahadebpur on the other 
side of the Jumna by the ojwning of a steamer service 
between Pingna and Mahadebpur; and 

(it) whether there is any likelihood of the said railway line being 
oi)ened in the near future? 

(e) Is the Hon ’hie Member aware — 

(i) that Tangail, though a subdivision, is far ahead of many dis- 
tricts in Rengal in points of area, population, enlightenment 
and political importance; 

(it) that there is as yet not an inch of railway line opened in this 
subdivision ; and 

(lit) that the absence of railway line of any kind in this subdivision 
has l>een rt'sponsible for the miseries of the inhabitants in 
matter of communication with the rest of the world? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desirability of extending the 
railway line to Tangail as early as practicable? 


The Hofl’ble Sir 40HN WOODHEADs (a) (i) The Committee 
appointed by Government met for the first time on the 18th May, 1936, 
and appointed a Sub-Committee, whi<'h was requested to take observa- 
tions during the rams and report to the Main Committee what water- 
ways should be provided so that interference with the natural drainage 
may be avoided. The Report of the Sub-Committee is awaited. 

(it) The proposed survey was not carried out last year. It was 
deferred pending the report of the Committee referred to above who 
will advise regarding safeguards for public health, agricnlture and 
natural drainage on the proposed route. 

(b) Does not arise. 
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(c) No. 

(J) (i) At prei»ent there is no project for extending the Tangi* 
Tangail-Mymensingh or Tangi-Tangail-Singhjani Railways to Pingna. 
TheVe is, however, a proposal for connecting Sarisabari to Pingna 
rail with a steamer connection from Pingna to Serajganj. 

(it) Nothing can be stated definitely until the report is received from 
the Committee. 

(e) (i) Government are aware that Tangail is an important sub- 
division. 

(it) Yes. 

(m) No. But to afford better communication the improvement of 
the Tangail-Mymensingh Hoad has Wn taken in hand. 

(/) l^aiding the receipt of the Committee’s report Government are 
not in a position to come to any conclusion on the question whether 
the construction of the proposed railway will be free from objection 
from the point of view of public health and agriculture. 

Mauivi MUR RAHMAN KHAN EU8UFJI: Will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state vrhen the reports of the committee as well aa 
the Mub-coiiimittee referred to in answer (a) (I) are expected to be out? 

The Han’Me Sir dOHN WOODHEAD: As soon as they finish their 
work. 


Govenifiient Silk Weaving and Dyeing Institute, Berhamiwre. 

•S4« Mauivi ABDU8 SAM AD: (o) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the total number of students who respectively passed the final 
examinations in both the Diploma and Artisan courses from 
the Government Silk Weaving and Dyeing Institute, 
Berhampore, since its establishment; and 

(ii) the number of such passed out students who are earning their 
livelihood by means of their expert knowledge acquired in 
the Institute? 

(h) Is it a fact that the form of the Diploma awarded to the passed 
out students of this Institute does not purport to confer any title upon 
the holder of the same, and as such they are considered as unfit for 
service or employment by the owners of textile mills in India? 

(c) Does the Hon’ble Minister realise that the form of the Diploma 
and the name of the Institute create an impression in the minds of the 
mill-owners that a low standard of training and that only in silk wear* 
ing and dyeing is imparted at this Institute? 
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(d) Ijj the Hoa^ble Minister aware that as a matter of fact the 
atudenis here receive a good training in the manufacture of cotton and 
other fabrics P 

(«) Is it a fact that the cases of the passed out students of this 
Institute are, as a rule, overlooked at the time of filling up vacancies 
and that as a matter of fact no student of the said Institute has yet 
been favoured with any suitable post under Government. 

(/) If the answers to (a) to (e) are in the affirmalive, what steps 
do the Government intend taking to improve the status and future 
prospects of the students of this Institute? 

The Hon*ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpiirt (a) (i) and 

(tf) A statement furnishing the information is laid on the table. 

(h) The reply to the first part of the question is in the affirmative and 
to the sei'ond part in the negative. 

(c) No. The Institute was established to impart training mainly in 
silk weaving and dyeing in order to improve the technique of the liM-al 
silk cottage industry. It was not established for the puriiose of train- 
ing employees for the owners of textile mills. 

(d) The students are trained in the processes of weaving in (he 
preliminary stag<‘M using cotton yam which is cheaper than silk yarn, 
much yarn being spoilt in the process of learning. 

(e) No. 

(/) The question does not arise; but in order to increase the use- 
fulness of the Institute, Government are expanding its scope and 
equipment as funds permit. 


Statement referred to in reply to part (a) (i) and (w*) of the starred 
question No. 94, 

(%) Total number of students who passed the final examinations 
in— 

Diploma course — 49. 

Artisan course— 122. 

(u) Number* of students who are earning their livelihood by 
means of their expert knowledge aciiuired in the Institute nfter passing 
the examinatkmn in — 

Diploma course — 26. 

Artisan course — 89. 

«(Tiweeigttres inshide only ihoet sctoslly hamt tm he m esmini IMag, 
Ollieai way W •• with wbcw tU 
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Hand-made fiafier industry. 

«9&, Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODDAR: {a) Is the Hon’ble 
Minister in chari^e of the AKi'it'ulture and Indastries Department aware 
that a large numl)er of people are engaged in different districts of 
Bengal in the manufacture of hand>made paper? 

(h) Will the Hon^ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Government of Bengal, Industries Depaiirneni, have ever ascertained 
the exact nature and the total output of this industry? 

(c) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to lay on the table a statement showing — 

(i) the number of people at present engaged in such manufacture; 

(u) the total quantity of paper thus manufactured ; 

(lit) the commercial value of this industry; 

(iv) the steps the Government are taking for the development of 
this industry; and 

(r) the ([uantity, if any, of this hand-made paper consumed by the 
Government of Bengal? 

(d) Do the Government intend taking up an investigation into the 
position of this indu8ti*y? 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, af Ratanpur: (a), (h) 
and (c) The member is referred to the information given in pages 28, 
71, 164 and 136 of the Survey of Cottage Industries Report, 2nd 
Edition, a copy of M’hich is placed on the Libran' table. 

(d) There is no intention at present to embark on any further 
investigation into the position of this industry. 


Elaotoral rolla for Bengal Legislative Aaeembly. 

*89. Haji BADI AHMED OHOWDHURY: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Appointment (Reforms) Department be pleased 
to state — 

(0 whether the election for the Legislative Council, Bengal, to be 
called liegislative Assembly in the reformed constitution, 
will be on the basis of the electoral roll which is now being 
prepared; and 

(it) when is the next election expected to be held? 

(6) Have the dovemment taken into consideration that if the Section 
is not likely to be held within a year, the electoral roll now prepared 
will have to be changed in consequence of new voters who will be 
qualified later on and enlisted voters dying in the oourse of a year? 
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( 0 ) Are the Oovenunent the ilewrabilily of postponing 

printing of electoral roll now to avoid nnneressarv printing charges f 

(<l) What remuneration or cost do the Gtiverninent propose paying 
to tlie municipalities and union boards in Bengal for the preparation 
of the said electoral roll P 

(e) If no remuneration or cost is to be paid to the union l>oards in 
Bengal for the said work, what are the reasons P 

(/) What provision is made for due compliance by the union boards 
in the matter of the preparation of such electoral rolls P 

MEMBER in oluirge of APPOINTMENT (REFORMS) DEPART- 
MENT (tho Hon’blo Mr. R. N. Rtiil): (a) <t) and (b) The electoral 
rolls under preparation now are provisional only. The position is fully 
explained in the (‘oiuinuniquc issued by (fovernment on the 0th July, 
1935, a copy of which is laid on the Library table. 

(a) (tt) It is not yet known when the next elections will be held. 

(c) The matter is under consideration. 

(d) , (e) and (/) In many cases no material addition to the expendi- 
ture of municipalities and union Ixnirds should be involved and Glovem* 
ment feel that these bodies can be relied upon to give full cx)-operation 
in this matter and will be content to leave the question of expense, where 
such is unavoidably incurred, to be dealt with after the event. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state, with regard to answer (c), whether the matter will be 
considered before the printing of the electoral roll is all finished P 

The HOfi’hle Mr. R. N. REID: I have stated in my answer that 
the matter is under consideration. I think that covers the whole 
thing. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the Hon'hle Member be 
pleased to state whether that consideration w’ill l»e made before the 
printing matter is all completed P 

The Hofi’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I am unable to answer the question. 

Bailohari dunior Muiriiiah. 

Mauivi SYED OSMAN HAIDER CHAUDHURI: (n) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be 
pleased to lay on the table a statement showing for the last two years 
for the Chittagong district — 

(t) the number of tofs and madrassahs ; 

(u) the* amount granted to each of them ; 
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(ttV) the number and the percenta^re of the snccessful cendidatea 
from the junior madrassahe; and 

(iv) the amount of Government grant to each one of them? 

(b) Ib there any provision for increasing or decreasing the aids to 
the madrassah.s in pro|x>rtion to the successes in examination? 

(c) If the answer to (6) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
Minister be pleased to state why the Bailchari Junior Madrassah which 
takes the highest place in the district in order of merit in respect of 
good result receives the lowest aid in whole of the district? 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of distributing 
aid in future in consideration of the result made by the junior 
madrassahs ? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: (a) A statement 
is placed on the Library table. 

(h) No, but as a condition of a grant an aided madrassah is required 
to pass at least 33 j>er cent, of the total number of candidates sent up 
during the previous three years and tlie grunt is liable to reduction or 
withdrawal if this condition is not satisfied. 

(c) Does not arise. 

{d) No, examination results are only one factor. 

Mtuivi 8YED MAJID BAKSH: lias any instruction been issued 
to the Librarian to show us the copies whicli are “phu'ed on the library 
table”? Otherwise, how are we to get the copies which are said to be 
placed on the library table? 


Mr* PRESIDENT: Has not the attention of the Librarian been 
drawn to this and has h© not been supplied with copies? 


Thu Hon’lilu Khtn Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Yes, Sir, copies 
were duly supplied in time to the library. 


Mr* PRESIDENT: When did you get the question papers, Maulvi 
Bahib? Were they not handed over to you half an hour before the 
Council met? \pii get full halLhour to go through them as a matter 
of course. The rules provide that. 

tNo reply from Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh was given.) 
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FrofiUlf for lyttiiii of honorary phyoioitns ami suiigooni for Khulna. 

••fc F. BANERJI: (a) Is the Hon^ble Minister in charge of 
the Local Self-Government Department aware that with the introduc- 
tion of the X’Ray Department and Maternity Department at Khulna» 
the preeent staff has been found to be inadequate to cater for the 
public needs? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble Minister contemplating the introduction of the 
system of honorary physicians and surgeons in the hospitals in Khulna 
like that in Calcutta? 

MlMfSTER in ohargo of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (tho Hon*blo Sir Prasoil Singh Roy): («) No such com- 
plaint has reached Government. The Khulna hospital is a class FII-A 
hospital under the management of the local municipality. 

(b) No. 

Mr. P. BANERdI: Will the Ilon’ble Membi'r be pleased to make 
enquiries into the matter as to question (a) regarding the Khulna 
Hospital ? 

Tha HofVhIo Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. P. BANERdl: As to question {h), will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleaseil to let us know what ohjeetion there can he introducing a 
system of honorary physicians and surgeons in the hospital at Khulna? 

The Hon’ble Sir BldOY PRASAO SINGH ROY: These appoint- 
meiits are made on the recommendations of the local bodies and unless 
there is any recommendation to this effect Government cannot take 
any action. 


Loom Boanis. 

•SS. Moulfi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: («) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Ixx'al Self-Government Department be pleased 
to state w^hether the Government have finished their deliberations over 
the question of the abolition of *‘I/ocal Boards’^? . 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, when do the Govern- 
ment expect to come to a decision ? 

(c) If it has been decided tn abolish the local when do the 

Government intend to introduce legi<«l»fion to trive effect to the 
decision ? 
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Th* Hon'M* Sir BIJOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) No. 


(b) The member is referred to the reply given to clause (c) of 
unstarred question No. 8 put by Maulvi Syed Nausher Ali on the 6th 
instant. 

(c) Does not arise. 

PrapottI to pay promium of life asturanot of emplc^oes of Sooai boiliii 
oirt of their provideiit 

MOO. Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAyOHURI: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Ix>cal Self-Government Department 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desir- 
ability of allowing employees of the institutions under the Local Self- 
Government Act to pay their premiums for their life assurance out of 
their Provident Fund? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason for the same? 

Tho Hoti’hia Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) No. 

(h) The insertion of such a provision in the rules would add con- 
siderably to administrative complications. 

Union boardt. 

MSI. Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

{i) the names of the districts where the last general election of 
union boards had l>een held before the Village Self-Govern- 
ment (Amendment) Act, 11185, came into force, but the 
first meeting of the newly elected and appointed members 
whereof had not Wen held Wfore the said Act came into 
force ; 

(it) the first and last dates of such election in each such district; 

(Ml) the total nuinWr of such union boards in each such district; 

(ft?) the total numWr of union Ixwrds in each such district of 
which the names of the elected and appointed members have 
been published in the CnJntffa Gazette; 

(v) the names of the month or months with the year in which such 
mnion boards in each such district had been last constituted 
or reooniriituted f 
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V0 HonHilt Sir BMOY (PR AMD tlNOH ROYs (t) A itaUmsiit 

is laid on the table. 


to (v) The information cannot be obtained unleas special 
enquities are made from District Officers invohnng in the opinion of 
Govemment a disproportionate expenditure of time and energy for 
which they are not prepared to ask. 


StatetMnt referred to in the reply to douse (i) of starred question 
No. 101. 


1. 

Mymensingh. 

8 . 

Kajshahi. 

2. 

Dinajpur. 

9. 

Jesaore. 

3. 

Noakhali. 

10. 

Bankura. 

4. 

Dacca. 

11. 

Pabna. 

6 . 

Murshidabad. 

12. 

Bogra. 

6 . 

CSiittagong. 

13. 

Khulna. 

7. 

Nadia. 

14. 

Faridpur. 


lb. 

Bakarganj. 



ChMKlina liver. 

M02. Rtl Btfiitflir AKBHOY KUMAR SEN: Will the Hon’ble 
Meml>er in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state what 
steps, if any, have been taken by the Govemment for dredging the 
Ohandana river within the district of FnridpurP 


The Hon’bie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: The improvement of the 
Ohandana river has engaged the attention of Government for some time 
past but financial stringency has prevented the execution of any 
scheme. 

Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: W^ill the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether Government propose to take any action under 
the provisions of the Bengal Development Act? 

Thf Hoii*bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: It is yet too early to say, 
Sir. 

Rai Sahib AKSHOY KUMAR SEN: Will the Hon'ble Member ba 
pleased to state whether such a proposal was made in the pamphleta 
pablished by the Government in support of the Bengal Dev^opment 

BniP 

Thi Haofblt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We relerred to it as a 

pofliibility.* 
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Old Brahimipiitni Hyot. 

*103. Mtuivi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Is the Hon'ble Member in 
<iharpre of the Irrigation Department aware — 

(t) that the old Brahmaputra river has been dying out since about 
a century ago; 

(ii) that the rate of its silting up has been more rapid during recent 
years ; 

(in*) that the trade and agriculture of Mymensingh through which 
the river passes are being highly impaired ; 

(it?) that the paddy fields of the riparian lands (char lands) on 
both sides of this river are abnormally inundated every year 
during recent years ; and 

(t?) that the pculdy crop (both am and amon) in these char lands 
are destroyed every year? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, has the Hon’ble Member 
taken any steps against the rapid silting up of this important river in 
Bengal? 

(c) If such steps have been taken, how far have these remedial steps 
proceeded? 

(fi) Have the Government ascertained through their experts that the 
dying out of this river is due to the accumulation of enormous silt or 
sand at its junction with the new Brahmaputra (Jamuiia) up the 
Bahudurahad railway station? 

(c) If the answer to ((f) is in the affinnative, does the Hon’ble 
Member contemplate dredging this junction? 

(/) Has it Ijeen ascertained through Government experts that the 
removal of this silt or sand from this junction would keep the river 
alive, and make its bed deeper day by day and the abnormal inundation 
of the char lands would cense in future? 

(ff) If the answer to (/) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Member 
be pleased to state whether there is any alternative for keeping this 
river in a live condition? 

TN Hon’IHY Khw^a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) and (it) Yes. 

(m), (ir) and (v) Government are aware that the silting up of the 
old rivers has led to a deterioration of the surrounding lands. 

(h) Extensiva enquiries have been made. Government are advised 
by their experts that the desertion by the river of its old bed must 
be accepted as a natural development. It is very doubtful if any 
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meMigpil tiken to divort water from the new Brahmaputra (Jamuna) 
river iftto the old river would be suceesaful and such measures would 
necessarily be very costly. 

(r) Does not arise. 

(d) The principal cause of the death of the old river is the desertion 
hy the main river of its old course. Accumulation of silt is only a 
consequence of that event. 

(e) No. Dredgingr would not be successful. 

(/) This has not been enquired into, as the cost would l)e prohibitive. 

(ff) No practicable scheme at a rea.sonable cost has so far been 
devised. 

Maitivi ABDUL HAKIM: With reference to answer (e), will the 
Hon’ble Member be pleased to inform uh if any measures have been 
taken to divert the water from the Brahmaputra into the old river P 
And) may I know what roughly would he the probable expenditure? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That question is impossible. 

MiUlvi ABDUL HAKIM: With reference to the answer to 
question (>), Sir, the Hoirble Member in charge has stated that dredg- 
ing would not be successful. May I know the reason why? 

The Hon'ble Khwt|a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Tes, because silt will 
be replaced by silt verj' soon again. 

MmiIvI ABDUL HAKIM: Was any experiment ever made either 
on this river or on any other river of a similar nature by the dredger? 

Tha Hofi’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: You can come to a con- 
clusion on the result of past experiments. 


dail ao oa m ma da tlan. 

M04. Mauivi ABDUS SAM AD: (a) Will the Hoti^hle Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to lay on the table a 
atatement showing — 

(t) the total average numbers of all classes of prisoners, excapiing 

female and civil prisoners, locked up in each central jail, 
district jail and sub- jail during the years 1938, 1934 and 
1936 up to the end of July, 1935 ; and 

(u) the ,total capacity of population of these jails in Bengal, except- 

ing female and civil wards? 
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(b) Is it a fact that almost all the jails in Bengal are overcrowded f 
(e) If the answer to (b) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any^ 
do the Government intend taking to relieve the overcrowding of the 
jails P 

The Hoil’hie Mr. R. N. REID: (a) (i) and (n) A statement is laid 
on the table showing the average population in central jails, district 
jails, special jails and sub-jails for the periods mentioned, and the 
registered accommodation in them in 1964. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) Government have under consideration the construction of another 
central jail. 


Statement referred to in the answer to starred 

and ^ (it). 


(i) 


question No. 104(a) (i) 



1933. 

1934. 

1935 

(up to June). 

Central jails 

.. 8,535*95 

9,013 *00 

9,022 *81 

District jails 

.. 7,678*68 

7,969 *76 

7,909 -55 

Special jails 

.. 2,336*41 

1,818*00 

2,275 *55 

Sub-jails 

.. 2,380*32 

2.558 *01 

2,419*93 


20.931 *36 

21,356*77 

21,627*84 

(it) 19,418 including 

accommodation 

in hospitals and observation 


cells. 


Tetohing stiff of Borhmiporo Silk Wetwing Institute. 

•106. Miulvi ABDUS SAM AD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleiised to lay 
on the table a statement showing for the present — 

(i) the number of teachers employed in the Government Silk 
Weaving Institute, Berhamix)re, Bengal, and their respective 
general and technical knowledge in the subjects they teach ; 

(u) the names of the Technical Institutes in which they acquired 
their knowledge in silk technolog}- ; and 

(m) their mill experience, if anyP 

(b) Is it a fact that the Dyeing Master and the Printer who aro 

matriculates respectively teach physics and both inorganic and organio 
chemistry P f 

(c) If the aiiewer to (6) is in the affirmative, where did they learn 
the eoienoe of phyaioa and higher chemistry both applied and ^eoreticil 
which are required for teaching dyeing and printing? 
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Is it a fact that there is a period in the class routine for teaching 
drawing to the students but no class is taken ? 

(e) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, how are percentages 
in the subject counted and how are the students taught the subject? 

{/) Is it a fact that the majority of the teaching staff are cotton 
experts and do not know anything of silk technology? 

(g) Is the Hon'ble Minister considering the desirability of inquiring 
into the matter? 


The Hon’bia Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpiiri (a) (t), 

(«) and (m) A statement is laid on the table. 

(b) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

(d) No. 

<e) Does not arise. 

(/) and (g) No. 


Statement referred to in the re pig to elausc (a) of starred question 

No. I(h5. 

(a) (i) Seven. It is not fett.sible to give a complete statement ot 
their knoweldge. It is adeijiiute for the duties they are called on to 
perform. 

(ii) None had training in any Silk Technological Institute. Gov- 
ernment are not aware that there is any other institute in India giving 
instruction in silk technology. 

{Hi) Head Master — Has been in charge of the Salvation Anny Silk 
Weaving and Reeling FacUiries in the Punjab and Bombay. 

AssHtant Master — Has been Assistant to Weaving Master in the 
Currimbhoy Ebrahim Mills, Bombay, 

Dyeing Teacher — Has Ijeen dyeing expert in the Cooverjee Weaving 
Mills, Tollygunge, Calcutta. 

^ Printer^ Warper, AssUtant Warper and Cocoon Keeling Teacher — 
*No mill experience. 


MiUlvi ASOUt SAM AD: Regarding the anawer to question (c), 
may I ask the Hon’ble Minister whether the Dyeing Master and the 
Printer referred to are matriculates or notP 
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TiM Hom’M Naiinib K. C. M. FAROQUI, cf RstMFUr: Yes, they 

are matriculates. 

(A voice: But the answer as printed is “no.'*) 

Thf HOfi’IMa Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, af Ratanpur: The^ are 
matriculates, but they do not teach Physics or Organic Chemistry aa 
suggested. 

MaiHvi ABDUt SAM AD: Then, which of the teachers teach these 
subjects, and what are their qualifications? 

The HOfi'bla Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: I must ask 
for notice, Sir, before replying to this question. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Bridgaa for exit by road from Calcutta to the north. 

4S. Mr. W. H. THOMPSON: (a) Is the Hon'hle Minister in 
charge of the Public Works Department aware — 

(t) that the Improvement Trust has constructed the Chitpore and 
Beliaghatta bridges over the ('ircular canal and that the 
bridge on the Barraekpore Koad will shortly be constructed; 
but 

(it) the exits by road from (Silent ta to the north are still con- 
structed by inade<|uate bridges over the Eastern Bengal 
Railway ? 

(h) When was Lock Gate Road closed? 

(o) Was it closed for the advantage of the Railway authorities or at 
their request? 

(d) At the tfiiM when it was closed were any conditions laid down 
as to the rights or the liabilities of the Railway and other authorities 
in the contingency which would arise if it appeared expedient at any 
time to reopen the road ? 

te) Did the Barraekpore Road at Talla and the Jessore Road at 
Beliaghatta exist before the railway which passes under the bridges ^t 
these points? 

(/) Have the J-^ocal Government pointed out to the Railway autho- 
rities the inadequacy of the bridges provided to carry theae roads across 
their lines, or diseusst^ with them the advisability of widening tlieso 
hridgosr 
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1||ll«i|«to Nmn* K. C. W. FAROQUI, cf WrtMRiMri (a) (i) Tea. 

(if) Proposals for improving the road exits by connecting the new 
Chitpore bridge to the Barrackpore Trunk Road via Gate Road 
are under consideration. 

(h) In 1901. 

(c) The road was closed by the Eastern Bengal Railway authorities 
with the approval of Government and on condition that the Railway 
authorities ju-ovided certain temporary road diversions and a permanent 
road diversion between the Barrackpore and TiOck Gate Roads. 

id) No. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The advisability of imjwoving the Bclgacdiiu bridge to relieve 
traffic congestion was discussed aith the Railway authorities, who 
pointed out that they would not be liable for any part of the cost of 
such improvement. 

The (luestion of improving the Tnlla bridge has long been under 
consideration of Government. The Railway authoritie.s are not liable 
for any part of the cost. 

No progress has been found possible with these schemes on account 
of financial stringency. 


Old Bunaras Road. 

49. MUNINORA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: (a) Has the attention of 
the Hun’ble Minister in charge of the l^ublic Works I)(»i>j!rtment been 
drawn to the representation of the Howrah-Sheakhala Light Railway 
Passengers’ Association for the impmvement of the old Benares Road 
and making it possible for Imses to ply on itP 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will be be pleased to 
atate what action he proposes to take in the matter P 

Tha Hon’blt Namb K. C. M. FAROQUI, of RitanfNar: (a) Yea. 

(b) The road referred to is not maintained by this department. 

Or. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister bw 
pleased to state whether the road named “Old Benares Road“ is not • 
^provincial road and is not maintained by the Government P 

^ ^Tlia Hon’Mo Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI* af RatanBBr: No, Sir. 

MUNINORA OEB RAI MAHABAIS With reference to tha 
answer to question (6), will the Hon*ble Minister be pleased to name 
tha dapartment of the Government which is responsible lor it« 
asaiatanaacaf 



iie questions: [SSkh Am :, 

The Hon'M* NaiMdi K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Rataapuri^^^ far u 

I know it is a district board road. 

Dr. AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state which district board or which municipality is responsible 
for the maintenance of this ‘‘Old Benares Road**? 

The HoiHble Namrib K. C. M. FAROQUIf of RaUnpur: It oonoenis 

the municipalities or the district boards as the case may be through 
which the road passes. It is difficult for me to name them. 


Rapraaentition of Muhammadan oommunity in Bengal Judicial 
Sarvioo. 

50. MaiHvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will the Hon*ble 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleaseti to state whether 
there is any fixed policy or proportion in making appointments in the 
Bengal Judicial Service (Munsifs) from the Hindu and Muhammadan 
candidates P 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, what is that policy 
or proportion? 

(c) If there is no fixed policy or proportion, are the Government 
considering the desirability of having a fixwl principle for making 
appointments in this service? 

(d) llow many Hindus and Muslims were appointed during the 
last five years in this service? 

(c) Do the Government contemplate making any appointments in 
this branch of public service this year or next year? ^ 

(/) If the answer to (c'i is in the affirmative, in what JWoportion 
do they pro|X)se to give appointments to the Hindus and the Muslims? 


MEMBER in ohtrgo of JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tho HmPbM 

fir Brojondrt Lil Mittar): (a), (h) and (c) Under the rules recently 
published the desirability of providing ade<iuate representation of the 
Muhammadan community will be taken into consideration in the selec- 
tion of candidates for nomination. Under the new Government of 
India Act there is provision for regulations to be made in regard to this 
matter by the Governor. In the past five years a proportion of one-* 
fourth of the persons appointed were Muhammadans. 

(d) Forty-two Hindus and 14 Muslims. 

(e) Twenty-nine appointments have already been made duriii 

year and four under consideration. Some appoiptmMiA iq| ge 

also likelv to be made next year. 

* , ^ ^ ' > 

(/) Of the appointments already made this year, 21 are Hindue 4»d 

8 Muslims. It is not possible to make any statement for next year* 
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SaoreUiiat CMptraUvt Dtath Simlit Society. 

51« Maulvf MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) h the Houble 
Minister in charge of the Agrieiilture aiul ImlustrieH Department 
aware — 

that there is a WK'iety railed the “Bengal Secretariat Co-oj)era- 
tive Death Benefit Society, Limited’’; 

(h*) that its present scheme has been condemned as financially 
unsound by such Actuaries as Messrs. Humphrey, Shaw and 
Mukherjee, the Actuaries to the Government of India; and 

(///) that they advised that the .sidieme being unworkable shoidd l)e 
registered us an iusuruiice scheme? 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the attinnative, what action, if anj*, 
do the Government propose taking to give effei t to the recommendations 
of the Actuaries? 

(c) Is it a fact — 

(i) that the rs»-oj)erative Department have worked out a M’heme 
for this So<'iety; 

(it) that the same has been condemned by Actuary Mr. Humphrey; 

(iii) that the Deputy Hegistrar has asked the Swdety to consider 
the advisability to adopt his scheme; and 

{iv) that his scheme lias been adopted by the Scx’iely at its last 
Annual (leiieral Meeting? 

(d) Will the Jlon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the 
Governineut propose sanctioning the adoption of the scheme drawn up 
by Deputy Kegistrnr and approved by the Society at its last (lenernl 
Meeting? 


The Hon’bifi Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: (a) (o, 

(«*) and {iii) Yes. 


(h) Tlip SfM'iety is unwilling to change its cfM)perative ('haracter 
and has since evolved a revised scheme which has l>een appnned by all 
eections of its inemWra. The Society has suggested necessary amend- 
the bye-laws in give effect to the scheme. It is projK)sed to 
Society to work the revised scheme. 

Xo. 

(Hi) and (iv) Do not ari.se. 


meats of 



(d) The member is referred (o the reply (o part (h) of the question. 
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IJ^ QUESTION. -A®®-, 

82, Mauivi NURAL ABSAR CHOUOHURYs (a) With reference 
to the reply driven on the 7th September, 1933, to my unstarred qaastion 
No. 71, will the Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Agriculture and 
Industries Department be pleased to state what action has been taken 
by Government to remove the defects in the constitution of the Bengal 
Secretariat Co-operative Death Benefit Society referred to therein ? 

(h) Is it a fact that every time a revised scheme prepared by an 
Actuary on a scientific basis is brought forward, it is turned down by 
a majority of the members in the General Meeting? 

(r) Is it a fact that the Co-operative Department of Government 
have j)repared a scheme of their own for the remodelling of this Society 
and issued directions for its adoption? 

(f/) Is it n fact that in the Co-operative Department’s scheme thei 
scientific principles and calculations adopted in the schemes framed by 
the Actuaries, Messrs. Humphrey and Shaw, have not been followed? 

(c) Has the Co-operative Department’s scheme been tested by an 
Actuary before ordering its adoption? 

(/) If the reply to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be jdensed to state whether there is any guarantee that the Government 
scheme will prove finamdally sound? 

(/;) Do the Government propose to have the scheme prepared by 
their (V>-operative Department tested by an Actuary before ordering 
its adoption by the S(M‘iety in the interest of safety? 

(A) Is the Ilou’ble Minister aware that the Bengal Secretariat Co- 
operative Death Benefit So<-i<‘iy has been declared by the Government 
of India Actuary to be a dividing insurance business and that the policy- 
holders or members are charged for ecpial benefit, the same rate of 
I>remium or subscrii>lion irrespective of their age on admission? 

(/) Are the Government aware that the scheme now prepared by the 
Co-operative Department for the a(*cei)tancp of the Bengal Secretariat 
Co-operativa Death Benefit Society still retain the characteristic of 
dividing insurance business referred to above? 

(D Are the Government aware of the defects of the dividing 
insuraiu'e business as mentioned in paragraph 5 of the Government of 
India Actuary’s report contained on i>age 2 of the Indian Insurance 
Year Book, 1933? 

(It) If the answer to (j) is in the affirmative, will the Hou'hla 
Minister l>e pleaded to state whether it is the decision of the Govern- 
ment that the scheme now drawn up by the Co-operative Department 
for the acceptance of the Bengal Secretariat Death Benefit Society »» 
sound ? 



WEsnoirs, 

^ Ifl it a fact that the Actuary to the Ooremiueat of India recom« 
meu^ that a revised scheme prepared by Actuary Mr. H. L. Humphrey 
shoidd be adopted by the Society? 

(m) If the reply to (/) ia in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state why the Society was not asked to accept that 
scheme? 


Th. Hon'blt Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: («) and 

(0) A meeting of the different groups of inemWrs holding diverse viewa 
on the working of the Soi iety was held at the instance of the Inspector 
of Cooperative Societies, Calcutta. This meeting jirepared a scheme 
which has been ultimately accepted by the general l>odv of members. 
It IS proposed to allow the Society to work the s<‘heme.‘ The Society 
was unwilling to accept any insurame seheine as proposed by the 
Actuaries w^ich would involve a change in the co-oiierntive character 
of the institution. 

(c) No. The member is referred to reply to part (a) of the (piestion. 
if) and io) Do not arise. 

{h) Yes. 

(0 There is no such scheme. 

O') Yes. 

{h) J he niemher is referred to reply to part (/) of the question 
(/) Yes. 

{m) The scheme was before the iiiembeis at the meeting referred 
to in the rej)ly to part {a) of the question. 


Working in schools and collages. 

» Rai Bahadur 8ATISH CHANDRA MUKHERdI: (a) Is the 

HonMde Minister in charge of the Education Deixirtment considering 
the desirability of examining the inimber ot holidays now given in 
schools and colleges and also the hours of working in schwls and 
colleges ? 

(h) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware of the fact that as a result of 
numerous holidays and imperfef t working the hcKiks and courses 
prescribed by the I'niversity and the teachers in colleges and schools 
are not finished? 

(c) Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleaHC‘d to state whether the facd 
referred to in (h) is not bringing into discredit education in the 
country? 

(d) Is it not a fac t that parents aie paying more in fees nowadays 
than they were required to do formerly? 
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(e) Is it not also a fact that professors and teachers are now being 
paid at a rate higher than that used to be paid before? 

The Hen’Me Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: (a) No. The 

matter has been examined recently. 

(fj) No. 

(c) Does not arise. 

<^/) Yes. 

(/ ) Yes, as compared with lo years ago, but the rates have been 
reduced again for future incumbents. 

Communication of grant*in-aid orders to schools in Chittagong Division. 

54. Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: (a) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
when was the sanction of education grants for aided Middle English and 
High English schools c(mimunicated to the Inspector of Schools, Chitta- 
gong Divisicju, by the Director of Ibiblic Instruction this year*' 

(//) Is it a fact that ujj to the 10th July, 1905, no communication 
alK}Ut recurring grant s-in-aid has been made by the Inspector of Schools, 
(Uiittagong Division, to any of the schools':^ 

(c) Is it a fui't that in the Dresitlency Division, the schof)ls wei\? 
informed of their sanctioned giants-in-aid on the rpo]>pning of the 
scho(ds after the last summer vacation y 

(5/) If the answers t(» (o), (/>) aiul fr) aie in the afhrnmtive, will 
(he I Ion’ ble Minister be jdoased to state the reasons for this delay in 
communi( ating grant-in-aid orders to schools in the C’hittagong 
Divisicui y 

(r) Is the llon'ble Minister aware that a similar delay occurred 
in ttie last tw(» years also in the C’hittagong Division during the incum- 
bency of tho present Inspector of Schools of the Division ? 

(/' M ill the Hou’ble Minister l>e pleased to state why the grants to 
’<l(‘fuii( l riri le schools are not released earlier y 

t/y) Is it not a fai t that the grants to the said circle schools are not 
“subject to annual renewal on account of the letter of the Director of 
Ibiblic Instiuictioii, No. 2817P., dated the 14th August, 1925? 

The Hon’bit Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: (a) June 20tb. 

(ft) Yes. The grants were sanctioned on July 12th and subsequent 
dates. 

((') Most of (he schools were informed by the end of June. 
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^ Thei'e was very little delay in the Inspector's office betweem 
the receipt of orders ns to the amount allotted to his Division and” 
the coainmnieation of sanction to the individual schmds. 

(e> Yes, subject to the remarks in (d). 

if) Presumably Ijecause the school authorities do not submit (heir 
bills earlier. 

(>j) Yes. 


Muslims in Medical Service. 

55. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: {a) Will the Hon hle 

Minister in charge of the Local w^elf-tiovernnient Department he pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing — 

{/) the present niimWr and j)ercentage of Assi^tant Surgeons 
employed under the (lovernment of Pengal belonging to — 

(.1 ) the Muslim. 

{li) the Hindu, and 

( ) other ('omniunities ; 

in) the present number and percentage of Su1>-Assistunt Surgeons 
employed under the {io\ eminent of Bengal belonging to— » 

(.1) the Muslim, 

(//) tiie Ifimlii, and 

{( ) other communities; and 

{ui) the present number and percentage of employees in the teach- 
ing- staff of the Medical Department, j>arti<*ulai ly in the 
Dacca Medic al School belonging to the — 

(.1) ilusliin, and 

[B) other communities?' 

(b) Will the TIon'hle Minister he pleaned to state whether in 
making recruitment for tlie Medieval Service any Jiercentage of ap|>oint- 
ments is reserved for cjualified Muslim candidates ? 

(c) If the answer to ih) is in the affirmative, will the TIon'hle 
Minister be pleased to state what is that jiercentage P 

(d) If there is no such reservation what are the reasons P 
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Thf HonWe Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) The intor^ 


mation ia given below : — 

(/) (A) Muslim 

Number. 

26 

Percentage. 

15-3 

(B) Hindu 

141 

83 

(C) Other communities 

3 

1*7 

(ii) (A) Muslim 

33 

11 

(B) Hindu 

259 

86 

(C) Other communities 

9 

3 

(in) Employees in the teaching staff 
of the Medical Department^ — 

(A) Muslim 

13 

12 

(B) Other communitie.s 

93 

88 

Employees in the teaching staff in 
the Dac(’n Medical School — 

(A) Muslim 

3 

17 

(B) Other communities 

15 

83 


(f?), (c) and (</) 33J per cent, of the vaiaucies in the medical 
Hervices filled by direct recruitment are leserved for Muhammadan 
CRudidateM. 


Mynransingh Land Mortgage Bank. 

66. Mauivi ABDUL HAMID SHAHs Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in rharjf© of the Ajrriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing up to the 30th June last — 

(i) the number of petitions received by the Mymensingh Jjand 

Mortgage Bank praying for loan; 

(ii) the amount realised as petition-fee; 

(iu) the number of j>etitions in which the prayers have been 
granted ; and 

(ir) the total amount of the loans sanctioned? 

TN Hon’blt Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: A statement 
is laid on the table. 
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Statement referred to in reply to unstarred question No. <5^. 


KlmbM-of 
pelKioi» 
leeehred by 
the Mymen> 
itagh Land 
Mortgage 
Bank praying 
for loan up to 
30th June, 
1935. 

Amount realised as {)etftiou*fee. 

Number of 
petitions in 
which the 
prayers have 
been granted. 

Total amount 
of the loans 
sanctioned. 

(i) 

(iO 

(hi) 

(iv) 




Ks. 

984 

No petition -fee im realiifed hut 

Rs, 997-4 lias Issjti r(«Hltso(i as 
enquiry cost. 

142 

09,700 


Bangal for Bengalis. 

57. Mr. 8. M. BOSE; Will the Ilfui’hle Member in rhjirjje of the 
Appointment Department he pleased to state — 

(;) what are the rules prevalent in the Provimes of Hihar and 
Orissa, Madias and the Tnited Provimes providing for 
afifM)intiuent hy the Locuil Oovernments in those Ihovinres, 
(d jHO's(»ns who are natives of, or domiciled in, tliose 
I’rovim es ; 

(//) whether there are rules in force in Ben^ml ^'■ivin^ jueferem^e 
in eiiijdovments under the Local Ooveiriment to person« 
who are natives of, or domiciled in, Ben^^al ; 

(iii) what are the rules for domicile for np|Kdntments recognised hy 
the Government of Bengal; and 

(ir) what are the rules regarding domicile for puriKises of apjKdnt- 
ments enforced hy the Government of Bihar and Ori.ssa? 


The Mr. R. N. REID: (/) The Local Government have no 

information on the subject. 

(it) Yes. 

(iii) A statement containing the rules on the subject so far a« 
recruitment to the Provincial Services and special jxrsts in Bengal is 
concerned, is laid on the table. 

(ir) The Local Government have no information on the subject. 
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[26th Airc., 


Sfafement referred to in the reply to clause (Hi) of unstarred question 

No. 57. 

ExTHACI FHOM the ItECRUITMEXT RuLES EOH pROViNFlAL SERVICES IN 

Bengal. 

II. (5) “Native of Bengal^ means a person domiciled in Bengal 
and Ijoni of parents hahitually resident in Bengal and not established 
there for temporary purpose.s only. 

VII. (2) Save in the case of such services as are shown or here* 
utter })y notification in the Calcutta Gazette shall be included in column 
1 and to the extent shown or by notification in the Calcutta Gazette 
hereafter to be included in <‘olumn 2 of S(‘hedule V, no person shall be 
eligible for appointment to a Provincial Service who is not either a 
native of Bengal or [)ermanently domiciled in Bengal. Evidence as 
regards domicile shall be carefully scrutinised. 

In the case of candidates who are the sons of employees in the 
Cenlral Services or Railways it shall be o])en to the Local (lovernnient 
to dispense with the condition that they shall be natives of Bengal or 
I)ermanently domiciled in Bengal. 


1 

•) 

;b 

‘L 

h. 

(». 

7 

S. 

9. 

Kb 

IL 

12 . 

l;i 

14. 

15. 
Kb 

17 , 

18. 
K), 
2(1 
21 . 


ScHI-ni LK I. 

List of CmnifciaJ Services | "cfennl to in nilc 17/ (2)]. 

llengal Civil Service (Executive). 

Bengal Junior Civil Service. 

Bengal I'Acise .Ser\ice. 

Bengal .lunior Exci'ie Seivice. 

Bengal Higher Veterinar\ Service. 

Bengal Higher .Vgricultural Ser\ice. 

Bengal Lower Veterinary Service. 

Bengal Lower Agric ultural Seivice. 

Bengal Seniccr Seivice of Engineers (Hoads and Buildings). 
Bengal Kngineeiing S(m\ ic e (Roads and Buildings). 

Bengal Engineering Sen ice ( 1 n igation) . 

Bc'ugal b'actories Service. 

Bengal Boilers Service. 

Bengal Smoke Nuisances Service. 

Bengal Medical Service (Cpj>erL 
Bengal Educational Ser\ice. 

Bengal tiardeners’ Service. 

Bengal Forest Service. 

Bengal Polme Service. 

As.sistant (Commissioners of Police, Calcutta, 

Bengal Public Health Service. 
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E}dPiUCTS FROM THK DUAFT RCLKS FOR RkCRTITMEXT TO SPEOlAt PoSTS. 

« « • « • . « 

VII. No caiulitkte shall he recruited by direct appointment to any 
special post shown in column I of Schedule V except in conformity with 
the conditions repanlinj' domhile laid down in column 2 of that 
schedule. Evidence repardinjr domicile shall he carefully st rut in sed. 

SrilKDl FE V. 


See Rule VII.> 


P'ovisiori Jcirai 

Nftrnc fif 

Politirul I)t'|wirtmfnt 

2.'l PtMiptli TniiiHlafor to ( o\f'n rnont 


IjOoaI an ('rniJKMit {f'uhjic Ifoalih) 

DofwrtirK'tit 

.'2. I*ul)ljrilv Ollienr, Pulihc 

Df'pni t iiiciit 


ri3. M«' lu'al In fj of ScIuxjIs, 
J'linin J)<'part incut. 


o-i, JN’rso'iiil A^^iNfrtiit to llic I)iri*< tor 
of Pul>lic IlfViltli, Ponpil. 


Agrirulturo and InduMtiH*?* I)oi»urtniont - 

56. Purator of llio Horl>Hriuiii, lioyaP 

UotauK* PonJon, Cah-utta 

57. Diroctor of Indiwtriow, iAintgai. 

58. Deputy JJim’tor of IiuiuatrKw, 

liongai . 

59. Tndutiitnal C’hemwt. 

60. Induwtriai Engineer. 

61. Iiuifjeetor of T(*<‘hnieal and Indiw- 

triai luHtitutionii, HrMigai. 

62. Principol, (jovonunent Weaving 

Inatitute, Heranifiore. 

63. Su|iwrintendwit, ZcKilogicnl 

(iardena. Calcutta. 

64. Firet Aaaiataiit 8u{)oriniondent, 

Zoological Gardena, Calcutta. 

65. l^eraonaJ Amjetant to the Diroctor 

cf Agriculture, Bengal. 


iling (hunicile. 

CornlitiouM of t ligihilitv. 


('niididati'M nnit«l lo dianii'ikH) in PritiNh 
India and lorn of {ianntlH hahitually 
n*<idont in India atul not OKtal>liMl)(>d 
thorn for toin)>orarv piir|H>H<^ only and 
miiNf I** iiiiliM's of, or iMTinanontly 
MOtthsl in, PiMigiil. 


Th«' onndidrtto inuht ho domioilod in BritiKli 
India and biirn of puri'iilM hahitually 
ri*Hidont in India and not OMtahlmhiHl 
► thorn for tninporary |»urpoH4'<M only. 
Pinfnrniu n will hn gi\ on to l andidati^i who 
are nativna of, or |x*rnmnnntl>’ doniiniiod 
in, Bnngal. 

< 'andidnt«*M iinit'i hn I orn <if puinnla hahit* 
uaily rnaid<M)t in India and not m(ah> 
IikImi*! thorn for (omporary pur|KWM'H« only 
aiul irniKt hn nativiN^ of, or fHamanmitly 
doininil(«l ill, B(«ngal. 


Prnfnroiino will In gi\nn to landidaUia who 
are nativna of, or jMtrinaiinntly dofninilcxJ 
in, Bengal. 
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Nftme of post. Conditions of eligibility’. 

Ednostion Deportm^t — 

97. Personal Assistant to the Director' 

of Public Instruction, Bengal. 

98. Assistant Principal, AhsanuUa 

School of Engmeering, Dacca. 

99. Vice-Principal, Government School 

of Art, Calcutta. 

100. Principal, Government Commer- 
cial institute, Calcutta. 

105. Principal, Eden High School for Preference slmll bo given to candidates who 
Girls, Dacca. are natives of, or j^rmanently domiciled 

in, British India. 


I Preference shall be given to candidates 
y who are natives of, or permanently 
domiciled in, Bengal. 


Extract from Police Regulations, Bengal, 1927 . 

Chapter XXL 

Appointments and Enrolments. 

Constables. 

(a). 

“Bengalis should be enlisted whenever possible provided they possess 
the necessary physical and other qualifications.’’ 


Selection. Of books for schools. 

58. Rai Bahadur 8ATI8H CHANDRA MUKHERJI: (a) Is the 

Hon 'hie Minister in charge of the Education Department aware that 
there is a feeling of dissatisfaction amongst the public and guardians 
of students on account of the fact that even small boys in schools are 
required to read a large number of liooks in subjects far in advance of 
their age and capacity? 

{h) Are the (Government considering the desirability of examining 
the question of selection of Inioks made every year for each class in 
high schools after the termination of annual examinations? 

(c) Does the Hon ’hie Minister realise that this system of change of 
every book in every subject in each year is not calculated to increase 
the efficiency of teaching in those subjects by the teachers; but has 
the effect of making education very co.stly to the poor parents of the 
province? 

The Hofi’Me Khtn Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: {a) and (b) No. 

(c) Government are not aware that any such system exists. 



Ir 

Qtriswoirs, m 

AinieiiitiiMfits in tM 24-Parianat dMrM ollloit. 

M KlMUi BalMKhir A. F. M. ABDUR-RAHMAN: (a) Will th« 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing for the last five years the 
number of Hindu and Muhammadan clerks appointed Itoth in the col- 
lectorate and the District Judge's court in the 24-Pargana8 district 
with their names, educational qualifications and places of residence? 

(h) Will the Hoirble Meml>er be pleased to state whether it is the 
policy of the Government to give preference for such appointments to 
the candidates who are homi fide residents of the district and jKissess the 
minimum qualification over the candidates who are not such residents? 

The HOfl’ble Mr. R. N. REID: (a) Two statements are laid on the 
table. 

(h) No such instructions have been issued. 

Rule 53 (ii) of the Board’s Miscellaneous Rules states that the 
Collector’s choice is not limited to his own district. In practice some 
preference is naturally given to qualified candidates who are hoim fide 
residents of the distnct. 

St/ifement .Vo. 7 referred to in the repl^ to clause (a) of )unsUirred 
question No, 


liisT OK II Ivor ^^o MrH\MMAi)AN Clkiiks aitointki) in niR Col- 
lk('tohati., 24-l*\H(i\NAs, orRi.NCt tiik la.st five vkams (1030 to 
1934). 


Serial 

No. 

Name, 

Kduoatioiml 

qualihcatioii. 

IMwc of n»HidonfO, 

(i) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

1 

Budhudeb Baiiorji 

Matriculate 

Kalighat, (Calcutta. 

2 

Abul Howain Md. Khia 

Do. 

24-Pargariaii. 

3 

Dobendra Kr. Mukherjee 

Do. 

Bariaal. 

4 

Kazi Oolam Sarwar 

Do. 

Khulna. 

5 

Jotindra Mohan Thakurta 

Do. 

Farid fnir. 

6 

Hem Ch. Banerji 

Do. 

JoMore. 

7 

Abdul Amin 

Do. 

Khulna. 

8 

Kalipada Roy 

Do. 

JuMore. 

9 

Kizi Abdul Quddua 

Do. 

Faridpuf. 
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Serial 

No. 

Name. 

Educational 

qualification. 

Place of residence. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

10 

AIkIuI Wahtxl 

I.A. 

Jeesore. 

11 

Tara Bijoy Choudhury 

Matriculate . . 

Nadia. 

12 

Sailoridra Ch. Ukil 

Do. 

Dacca. 

13 

Fazlul Haquo 

Do. 

Birbhum. 

14 

Mir Fazio Hob 

Do. 

Dacca. 

15 

Iruiu BhiiHao Biitjorji 

Do. 

Kiiulna. 

Ifi 

ShurnHur H^iliarnan 

Do. 

24-rarganas. 

17 

ShiMir Kr. Son (lupta 

Do. 

Corn ilia. 

IK 

AImiI Hortwaiii 

Do. 

Khulna. 

10 

Kiran Kurnnr Dutta 

Do. 

Bhowaniporo, Calcutta. 

20 

(lolarn Muhainmod 

Do, 

24-rRrgana«. 

21 

Harnondra Nath Dutta 

Do. 

Do. 

22 

Shaliidar Jiahatnun 

Do. 

Jo88orc. 

23 

Prufulla Kr, Hoy (’houdhury . . 

Do. 

24I’argana«. 

24 

Abu HilShUitl 

J>o. 

Do. 

25 

Slit y Olid ra Kr. Mukhorji 

Do. 

JtMHoro. 

2« 

Alxlul Ixitif . . . . 

Do. 

Do. 


Md. JtiHtinuddiii . . 

Do. 

Mur.shidaliad. 

28 

Kali Kr. BiNWaa . . 

B.So. 

(’hotla, .'Vlipore. 

20 

Ayonali Mol la 

Matrii'ulato . . 

24-l*argana8. 

30 

Birondra Nath Hoao 

Do. 

Chotla, Alii>ore. 

31 

A. H. M. MuMlafizar Hiihainuii 

Do. 

24 rarganas. 

32 

Ainal Kr, Bone 

Do. 

Ji^tioro. 

33 

liaiaul Hu<la 

Do. 

24-Parganaa, 

34 

Surwh C'handra Chakraborty . . 

Do. 

Farid pur. 


Aiiitya Ciiarun Giri 

Do. 

Mubmixire. 

3« 

AIkIuI Gafur . . . . 

Do. 

Miu*H}iidabad. 

37 

Kiiniud llAnjau Koyal 

Do. 

24-Parganas. 

38 

Mil. Hajinlar Haliniiui 

Do. 

Do. 

39 

1.4kkhindra Kr. Datta 

Do. 

Do. 
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•SofW 

m 


Name. 


Educational 
qualification . 


Place of reaidonco. 


(1) (-") 


(3) 


(<) 


40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 


Saiyed Abu Sattar 
Tarak Nath Chattorji 
Golam Panjatan 
Kriahna Mohan Ta|>a»i 
Nityatkanda Paul . . 
Kazi Akrainal Huq 


. Matriculate 
Do. 

Do. 

l>o 

H.A. 

l.A. 


24-Pargana«. 

Dariaal. 

Kurd wan. 
24'ParganaK. 
MurMhidalMid. 
24*ParganaH. 


^t(ifr7Ne/t( Xo. II referral to ni the repltf to clause {a) of uustarrvd 
question Xo. 4V. 


List OF Jlixui .\M) Mrn\MM.\n.vN ('j.krks u'I'ointkd in iiik Distuict 
JriKiK’s (’OTHT, 1)1 HINHi TllK l.tST FIVK YKAUS (IJKIO 

TO pm). 


K.„ 

Name. 

1-hiurat tonal 
qualittcaUniui. 

riaec of r<’"lden<v. 

JU'mnrks. 

<1, 

(J) 

( 3 ) 

(4) 

( 5 ) 

1 

liljoy Kumar (‘luiticrjw 

B.A. 

7, Chetlaliat Ki»Ad. 
AIIpi>n<. 


2 

Sub<»dh riiandra Ghewh 

I A. 

BaairliAt, 24-(*ar({Aiias . . 

DlHiiiissed. 

3 

'satyendr* Nath CiuAraratty 

Matrio 

itajrajogliii, I>«er« 


4 

Banaendu Bhuaaa Ghosc 

Matrle. 

DliuJsura, Daeea. 


5 

Kanendra Ktiahna Itanr rjec 

lA. 

23, Moldid MoItaJi Itoiul, 
Bhow atil|nir. 


« 

Biuim Kumar IK* 

Matrie. 

1 iatu har, Tlpin'ra, 


7 

Kainendra Nath MookhiTjec 

B.A. 

Natikdalp, Nadia. 


r 

Lokeodra KaoU Pyno 

l.A. 

Lakatunt liardi, Da(ea. 



lllmal Chand.n Choudhury 

I.hr. 

Baroset, 24-rargatias. 


10 

AJit Kumar Hmidal . , j 

Matrie 

tf9, ToUygungo lload, : 
24'rargaaaa. 


11 

PrafuUa Kumar I>aa 

Matrie. 

Jdamond Hartiour, VI- i 
I’argaoas. 


12 

Jyotteh Chandra Das Harraa 

Matrie. 

KaJia, Jaaaorr. 


13 

Kali Kumar Bhadra 

B.A. 

Kacltubaria. 


14 

Dbaima Das Majumdar 

I Ke„ and knows 
Shorthand. 

13, WfllJjjgton Street, 
Calcutta, 


15 

Abaai Motiaa Cbcordhury 

Matrie. 

Burdwan. 


1« 

Frasaata Kumar Mcmdal 

Mattie,, and 
knows Type- 
writing. ; 

Diamond Harbour, 24- 
Fargaoas. 
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Ko. 

KbIIM!. 

BdneaMo&al 

qnalilloatJoQB. 

Place of raaideiioe. 

RbmAis 

(1) 

(2) 

(8) 

(4) 


17 

Komal CbAndn Sinha 

Matric. 

106, Upper Circular 
Bond, Calcutta. 


18 

Anil Kunuur Bom 

MAtrle. 

48<1, Suburban Scbofd 
Road, Bliowanlpur. 


19 

Hallendn Kath Ganguly 

Matric. 

Bhanroandi, Faridpur. 


20 

Hd. Rustomali 

B.A. 

73, Baltakkhana Road, 
Calcutta. 

Reiil^ 

21 

Maulvl Zahurul Uuq 

Matric. 

Bankarupur, Blrbhum 


22 

Abu Byed Md. Abdul Mayed 

Matric. 

Saipala, Baalrhat. 


2S 

Md. Lai Mia 

Matric. 

Baliakandi, Faridpur. 


24 

Md, Maqbul All 

Matric. 

Netra, 24-Pargana5. 


2fi 

Nur Md. Fakir 

Matric. 

(TiachaWhamir, Jctaorc, 


2fl 

Abu Tabor Md. Eahaque 

B.A. 

Kamchorkol, Jctaore . . 

Resigned. 

27 

M. Anwar-us-saman 

B.A. 

Hctamtoll, Jmore 

Do. 

2H 

M. Kbondkar Maaudar Eahainan 

Matric. 

Munbldabad. 


29 

M. Md. Bladat HomaIr 

Matric. 

DiUo. 


80 

M. Naalr All Btkdar 

B. Com. 

15, Collin Btrcct, Calcutta 

Realgned. 

81 

M. Mobluuddln Ahnutd 

I.A. 

Dacca. 


82 

M. Md. AbdtU Bari 

Matrlr. 

Bhatpara, Jmore. 


83 

M. Naalr Ahnifd 

Matric. 

190. Hariflh Mukhcrjcf 
Road, Bhowanlpur. 


84 

M. Md. Ibrahim 

B.A. 

Goalundo Bazar, Farid- 
pur, 


35 

M. Md. Nurul Baaar 

B.Bc. 

Chittagong. 


30 

M. Md. Abdul Haaluut Khan 

B.A. 

Kamnagar, Dacca 

Roalgned. 

87 

M. Hokondar Khan 

B.A. 

Kumaniugi, Tlpi)ora. 


88 

M. Md. Abdul Awal 

B.A. 

Bagrrhat, Khulna. 


80 

Byfd Manaur Ahmod 

Matrlr. 

27, Mar«<it>n 8tn‘ct, Cal- 
cutta. 

Itesigned. 

40 

M. Abdul Wadud Khan 

Matric. 

Nuakhali. 


41 

Byod Qualaor All 

Matrlr. 

Baiitala, Baatrhat, 24- 
Pargauaa. 



GOVERNMENT BUSINESS. 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 
GOVERNMENT BILL. 

The Bengal Publie Security (Extending) Bill, 1835. 

[Tlie discussion of the Bengal Public Security (Extending) Bill, 
1935, was resumed.] 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAO MOOKER3EE: I do not think there would 
be many in this House or outside it who would feel inclined to con- 
gratulate Government on its decision to introduce legislation for the 
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of Extending the life of the l^ngal Public Security Act. 
|[ii^pg|, Sir, there are sufficient materials before us which would 
juei^^'Our characterising this particular measure and the decision of 
Ah>fe^ihent to introduce it at this time as unwise, unfair and unjust. 
I do 14ot think there is anyone in this House who will deny that thia 
if an extraordinarj' measure, as there are many other extraordinary 
^eostfres which have been placeil on the statute book. I do not think, 
Sir, there can be any difference of opinion on that. It is a measure 
iprhich is calculated to encrnarh upon the rights and liberties of the 
fltbi^'ts in certain fundamental respects, which can be justified by 
% GoVetnment only in a state of emergency. It is necessary for us to 
^rtSl^ll at this stage the circumstances under which this Bill was in- 
troduced in 19d2, to briefly summarise tlie history of this legishitiou 
and to eiHjuire what the present situation is. 

Sir, memhers will recall that during the period when the civil 
disobedience movement reached its iiiuximum height, the governor 
General passed several ordinances, some of whicli related to the civil 
disf)hedience movement. In 19d2, one of such ordinances lapsed and 
under the provisions of the law it was not open for llie Governor 
General or any other authority to extend the life of the ordinance. 
For this rea.son in J93ii the late Sir AVilliain Prentice came before thia 
House w’ith a view to introducing the Public Security Bill which 
embodied several of the provisions of the ordinance which W'um about 
to lapse. There are tertain matters in this connection which must be 
kept before us while we are di.scussing the motion before the House. 
In the first place it was made clear by the then Hon’ble Member in the 
Statement of Ghjects and Ueasoiis issued in 1932 that these special 
powers which were demanded for three years more were necessary 
because there was a ismsihility that activities in furtherance of the 
movement known as the civil disobedience movement W'ould continue 
and that other such .subversive movements might in the future arise. 
This p<iint was made clearer still when the late Sir William Prentice 
introduced this Bill in November, 1932. There was one striking 
passage in his speech — indeed there were several — to which I simll 
allude just uow^ and which must be kept in view' by the memhers of 
the Hou.se. Sir William Prentice said: “This Bill does not and is not 
'intended to deal with terrorism. The type of the movement with which 
it is intended to deal is the civil disobedience movement.” When I 
say this I w'ould ask the members of this House immediately to (lisahuse 
their minds of one idea, viz., we are not considering a measure which 
Government is introducing for combating terrorism. We can, there- 
fore, keep aside terrorism for (he time being. The object was to 
fight the Indian National Congre.ss and the civil disobedience movement 
principally. The point was made clearer still ns the Ilon’hle Member 
proceeded to develop his arguments. Sir William Prentice said : 
'*The Congress issued its challenge to Government by calling on the 
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civil diMohf^flience movemeut nnd up to the present that is still 
tlecluKMl of the Congims; the iK>»ition has been forced upon 

continiiefl the Ilon’ble Member, “by the conduct of the Congress, l|H#‘ 
there is no sign at present of the Congress calling off the civil di^^ 
obeflieiiee movement. So long as the Congress chooses to defy ordexpil 
(Government, so long we must be in possession of the speciol 
We have only accepted the challenge. If the Congress” — I wouWfe* 
ask the House to mark these words — “if the ('ongress withdrawi ’^e * 
civil disol)edience movement, then this (fovernment will reconsid^ 
position. So long as the Congress does not do so, (io\ eminent 
consider the adoption of any other policy. The fiist step toward*? 
ciliation must cimie from the C(mgress which must withdraw th#.fsiijaj# 
dis(d»ediencp movement.” Several members of this House on Hffis ■ 
side recjnesteil (i(»vernment to take up a cj)n(iliatorv policy. 

Mr. lleid, the then Chiei Secretary, and now the Home Member, 
who has the honour and privilege of introducing the present measure, 
said: “[ do not think it can be tairly said that from the other side 
the (’ongress) there has been any great gesture indicating that 
the ('ongress is prepared to come and shake bands with us. ^ 
Mr. (laiidhi, as far as 1 know, has not openly declared that he is in 
favour of giving up bis creed of civil disobedience nor has lie privately 
indicated that he has given it up.” Then, Sir, Mr. lleid concluded 
w'ith these striking words: “I need hardly say that if there be the 
slightest indication, the slightest gesture, fif their giving it up, then 
(rovernment will not be slow to come forwaid and accf'pt it.” These 
were the circumstances und<*r which this Hill (ame to be introduced in 
this House in ]iV>V2. 1 <lo not forget, Sir, that the llon'ble Member 

then in <'harge of the Hill also indicated in one ot his sjieeches that 
the (d).ject of the Hill w.is not onlv to fight the civil disobedience move- 
ment but other subversive movements as well. As an illustration of 
that he could not get anything more than a leaHet ot a revolutionary 
charaeter >\hi(h he said was distriliuted at a public meeting at Albert 
Hall a few days before the (\»uncil met to consider his Hill. Three 
years have elajised ami uj> till now we have lieard nothing of the growth 
of that subversive movement which was said to have been foreshadow'ed 
in the circulation ot that leaflet. Until we have further materials 
before us, we (‘annot proceed on the opinion then expressed by the 
Home Member. We can reasonably start with the proposition that 
unless (lovernment can show’ that there exists to-day some movement" 
like the civil disohedienoe movemeut, or there is n reasonable proba- 
bility of its recurrence, there con be no justification for the introduction 
of thi.s Hill. Where is the civil disobedience movement to-day? The 
Hou’hle Mr. lleid said in 1932 that if there was “the slightest gesture” 
or even if Mr. Gandhi had given his private opinion that the civil dis- 
obedience movement was going to be called off, be would cert^iinly 
reconsider the situation. Things have gone more rapidly than any 
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declaration on the part of any individual member of the 
kJlaiteM. TKe declared policy of the Congrees to-day is that civil 
Pa^l^ence has failed. What is the practical demonstration of this 
Piat'lire are witnessing to-dav? Where are the protagonists of the 
disobedience movement to-day? They occupy the Opposition 
]S«llilt4n the Indian Legislative Assembly; they are the leaders of the 
dbiistitntioDal opposition. Barring the solitary fact that they regard 
the""lheinbers of Government as socially untouchable — a defect which 
d^eh^ the Public Security Act cannot remedy — I do not think there is 
a^tjjiShg in their action which could be described as unconstitutional. 
WUrefore, Sir, I am constrained to say that any attempt to intrwluce 
a Bfil^f this description at this stage is nothing but a breach of faith. 
Sirjf^ the spirit of the undertaking given by Government was that if 
thh civil disobedience movement wa.s withdrawn, Government would 
reconsider the position and therefore the House has a right to know 
from the Hon’ble Member how Government has fulfilled that under- 
taking. 

There are two other points to which I would like to refer. I find 
that the Hon’ble Member in moving the adoption of the Bill two days 
ago referred to two special reasons. In the first place he said that 
Government aas not going to apply this Act unless it was satisfied that 
there were circuinstance.s which made it incumbent upon them to 
apply the provi.sions of the Act. This, it is urged, is stated in the 
body of the Act itself. The Hou’hle Member proceeds to say that, as 
a proof of the hmio fido of Government, in only three districts at 
present is the Act in operation, namely, the districts of Hooghly, 
Calcutta and Midnupore. I think, Sir, that this by itself is the 
strongest argument again.st the Bill. 

If Government is sati.sfied tliat the present {Kilitical situation in 
Bengal is such as to make it unnecessary to apply the drastic provisions 
of an Act of this character to not more than three districts, then why 
pursue this Bill at oil? Then, again, I am not satisfied, nor do I think 
any responsible member of this House vrill be satisfied by the mere 
assertion of the Hon’ble Member that Government found it necessary 
to apply the drastic provisions of this Act even to three districts. Sir, 
if there is an emergency — and you must not forget that it is only the 
existence of an emergency that justifies Government in giving effect 
r#o the provisions of this law — then the Legislature is bound to know 
what is the nature of that emergency. What is the nature of the 
emergency, Sir, to-day in Calcutta, in Hooghly and Midnapore, that 
this Act must needs be made applicable <o these three particular 
districts? We have no detailed information before us at oil, except 
the bare statement of the Hon’ble Member that Government has no 
intention to, apply the provisions of this Act to other areas. We 
demand detidled information so as to test the principles on which 
Oovemment acts. 
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Lastly, the Hon’ble Mr. Reid quoted a sentence from one of the 
speeches of the late Sir William Prentice regarding the handing over 
of the present administration to the future Government. I believe 
the Hou'ble Member said that Government was anxious to hand over 
to the coming Government the machinery in a smooth working order. 
1 do not think there is any responsible member here who will quarrel 
with this statement. Hand over the administration in as smooth ft 
working order as you possibly can, but is this the sort of working 
order that you would like to associate with the coming Government? 
As it is, Sir, we do not know what is in store for us in future; we 
shudder to think that when the Reforms are actually brought into 
operation the new Government will begin its w’ork under the auspices 
of legislative ena(‘tments such as this. The future Government will 
know its own business and can legislate on its own responsibility. I 
do not think that you are being fair to the coming Government. Will 
the Bengal Legislative Assembly under the new Constitution be unable 
to impose and uphold law and order in the country? What about the 
special powers of the Governor? Under tlie new Constitution he wiU 
no longer have to go to the Viceroy for the passing of an ordinance if 
an emergency arises? Why do you think that the Governor will be 
unable to rise equal to the occasion and introduce and give effect to 
such legislation as may be found necessary? A future Home Member 
in charge of Law and Order will be quite able to ask the House to pass 
legislation on drastic lines. If this Bill is now withdrawn, he will 
then be in a stronger position and say to (he Council: “In the past 
Governme?it had introduced legislation of this character. In 1935 
when it found (hat the civil disobedience movement had been with- 
drawn, Government was true to its word and did not press its proposed 
legislation to continue the Act. But now a sit\iation has arisen which 
requires this drastic measure to be placed on the statute book and, 
tlierefore, I have come before you again.” A responsible Minister 
who asks for sanction on such lines is almost sure to get it: besides, 
will that not be very much better, more straightforward and much more 
desirable in the interest of Government as well as in the interest of the 
people themselves? 

What evidence has Government placed before the House to-day 
to justify ou'* giving our votes in favour of the Bill? Take the State- 
ment of Objects and Reasons. The Hon’ble Member could not think 
of anything else but this: The Act was passed to confer special powers 
on the Loc*al Government to enable it in case of emergency to combat 
activities subversive of law and order or prejudicial to the public 
security. Admittedly so. But what about the present situation? 
The answer is: “That such activities may recur is by no means 
impossible.” 

I would ask Go%*ernment and 1 would also ask every responsible 
member of this House if that is the way in which Government wtQ 
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tr©4^ Ihe Legialature? What i* the rea*K)ii that GoTernmeui now puia 
fonN^l for the coutinuauce of the Bill. It is this, that it may not be 
i]iip6Miible that in future there may he a recurrence of a subversive 
movement. 


Sir, this House has been very kin<l, has been very generous to the 
executive (»f the Liu<l; this House has never failed to do what Govern- 
ment has considered to be its duty. It has always stood by the side 
of Government and armed it wit)k special powers whenever Government 
has asked for them. I ask the members of this House aiul 1 ask 
Government also, if there is no limit on the patience even of the 
present Bengal Legislative (\>uiicil. 

I would end with one appeal to the Hou'ble Member. We are all 
anxious that we should forget the past, that we should all bury tbe 
dead past. So much remains to be done for the reconstruction of this 
unfortunate province in every sphere of activity that we cannot uiford 
to wrangle any longer. Is it at all impossible for Government to rise 
e<}ual to the oc(’asi<jn and make a gesturt* — a gesture of which Mr. Iteid 
spoke in 19d‘2 — and tell the Legislative ('ouncil and through them 
the public of Bengal, that although it felt it to be its (h»ty to 
introduce measures which it did not itself like, yet it has not been 
slow in recognising that at present there is no case fo|;^ any such 
measure and therefore it has been the first to withdraw’ it from the 
statute lKM>k^ 


(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit had to 
resume his seat.) 


Babu KI8H0RI MOHAN CHAUDHURI: I also beg to opp(»se (his 
mea.sure, and I fully agree with the previous speakers that it is not the 
time to introduce this piece of legislation. The whole country is now 
expecting that on the inauguration of (he new scheme of Government 
all repressive measures will be withdrawn, but instead of tliat you now 
come before this Council and introduce a measure for which no details 
ore given showing the nece.ssity for this Bill. Therefore, Sir, I think 
it should not be supported by this House. When this measure was 
introduced in 19.32 there was some apprehension about the civil dis- 
obedience movement, but now that state of things does not exist and 
rather it can safely be said that civil disobedience has altogether dis- 
appeared from Bengal. If that is so, Sir, why should you enact thi« 
piece of legi.slation again? As has been remarked by previous speakers 
it is only in three districts that this measure was introduced and no 
necessity was felt for introducing this law in any other district of 
Bengal. This fact is the strongest support for the view that we hold, 
vix., that the measure is not necessary and it would be quite unjust on 
the part of Oovemment to press for a legislation of this sort. I know, 
Sir, many people believe that many of the persons detained under the 
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provisions of this Act are not the persons who ought to be detained 
without any trial. If there are any guilty persons amongst the 
detenus, let them he punished by all means, but no such thing ought 
to be done on mere suspicion. It is also undesirable that a large 
amount of money, nearly lakhs and lakhs, should be spent for meeting 
the expenditure for detaining so many persons in the detention camps 
or jails. It is time to consider, on the other hand, what conciliatory 
action should be taken by Government. It has been amply proved, 
and this is the view of several Judges also who have tried such cases, 
that the root cause of these persons taking to this course lies in unem- 
ployment rather than in any other. So there is no necessity for further 
repressive measures and we think that Government should not even 
think of such a thing. Accordingly, I appeal to the Government to 
think about the other pressing question, namely, the question of un- 
employment, That is the question which should be taken up by 
Government and Government should not incur large expenditure for 
the maintenance of persons for what offence nobody knows. Again and 
again, Sir, have we expressed our view that if there are really any 
guilty ])ersoiis among these men against whom real evidence exists by 
all means take lawful measures and by all means put them in jail. 
Sir, we are not siipporters of the terrorist movement. We are as 
much interested as the Government are in supressing the terrorist 
movement. But we think and believe and it is the view^ of many that 
the persons now detained in jails are not all guilty; rather they have 
been detained on suspicion. By this act of yours misery has been 
(•aused in many houses, and this is, I l)elicve, well known to Government, 
because these limiters have been again and again placed before Govern- 
ment for ( onsideration ; rather than expending heavy amounts for the 
maintenance of these persons detained under this Act, you should do 
well in devising means for combating the evil of unemployment, and 
we hope that His Excellency Sir John Anderson, the sympathetic ruler 
as he is, will seriously consider tlie situation and not press for this 
legislation which is based on no other sound grounds than the reports 
of police ofticers. Why <lo that and why not rather try to drive out 
discontent from the mind of the peopled I, therefore, believe that 
this is not the time when this measure should be introduced, but rather 
if should be withdrawn. If there be any desire to elicit public opinion 
on the point we may circulate the Bill. But I think there is no hurry 
for it. With these observations I support the motion for circulation. 

Mliilvi ABUL KASEMs Sir, we have heard a very remarkable 
speech by Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee on the question of the Public 
Security Act who represents the intelligence and culture of Bengal in 
this House. That speech was to my mind not only argumentative and 
logical but very convincing, not to speak of his rhetoric, and worthy of 
the Vice-Chancellor of the Calcutta Fui versify. XJnfortunatdiy, Sir, 
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aco^yrding to the rules of this House, which are like the laws of the 
UdU and Persians of ancient history, absolutely unchangeable, we were 
depfiwd of the pleasure of hearing him to the end. But, Sir, my 
experience in the Legislature at Delhi and Simla has been that speakers 
are allowed time to finish their speeches on subjets like this, hut here 
it 18 done mechanically and Mr. Mookerjee was not allowed to finish 
his speech. He has proved positively that the extension of this measure 
or rather the intrmluction of this measure was absolutely uncalled for 
and there was neither justification nor necessity for it on the part of 
Government. Mr. Mookerjee, with all hi.s ability, has not however taken 
note of one important fad and that is that |H>wer once exercised is very 
difficult to part with. Tlie Treusurv Bench having sucli an easy means 
of suppressing opposition— I will not say terrorism — has found it 
rather unpalatatde to deprive itself of this power and wdfh a full 
knowledge that in the present ("oiincil with all its followers routnl ahout 
the Treiisiirv Bench will carry this measure through and for the matter 
of that any measure wliicli the Hon‘hle Member may like to bring 
forward. If genuine opinions were expressed by members of this 
House, this Bill would never he parsed. There is another matter which 
I make ludd to say is that if (iovernment officials were not tied down 
hut given a free choice of voting as they liked according to their 
personal opinion, then this Bill would die still-born. We may say that 
we are absolutely convinced th;it the Bill is md only unrie(’essnry but 
it is uncalled for. 


Sir, theie is one word more t<i which reference has been made by 
Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee and that is that the present Treasury 
Bench wants to leave to its •iiiccessoiH this Act. I think, however, that 
by the will of the majority the first business <>f the next (bivernnient 
will be to repeal this Ad; and if they do not, then they will not be 
true to their salt. 


The Hofi*bl« Mr. R. N. REID: Sir, I think the last senteru'e of the 
laat speaker’s speech give.s a mo.st excellent answ'er to all the criticisms 
which have been made on this Bill. If the first act of the first 
Government that comes into office under the new Constitution is to 
repeal thi.s horrible A( t, well there is nr» earthly harm in passing It 
*to-day. I think it i.s a great pily that we did not have the l>enefit of 
Mr, Syamapro.sad Mookerjee’s luci<l exposition of the purposes of this 
Bill last Friday, because, if we had. we should have been saved a great 
deal of the irrelevant discourse on (lie subject of terrorism and the 
evil* of anti-terrorist measures. As he verj* clearly explained, this Bill 
haa nothing whatever to do with terrorism and we can leave that aside. 

Sir, as regards the motion for circulation which T oppose, I gave 
my reasons on the previous occasion for thinking that a motion for 
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circulation was neither necessary nor would be fruitful, and we had h 
rery interesting comnaentary on that point of view last Friday when 
Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta told us that the public generally were 
very much muddled about all these different Acts which we have 
passed on various occasions for taking special powers to meet special 
conditions and they could not distinguish one Act from another. If 
that is tlie fact, it seems to me that we shall not get any very valuable 
>r informative opinions if this Bill were circulated for public opinion 
uid, secondly, we had a concrete proof within the walls of this House 
when the mover of the motion for circulation, oblivious of the fact that 
the Public Security Bill had nothing to do with terrorism, moved his 
motion in terms of terrorism and was surprised to find that the 
Public Security Act had never been applied to his own district. Under 
these circumstanceH, I venture to think that we shall not, on that 
ground alon'*, gain very much advantage from circulation of this Bill. 

Sir, as regards the Bill itself and its merits or demerits, in spite 
af Mr. Syamaprosad Mookerjee’s eloquence, I stick to the few' humble 
words of the Statement of Objects and Reasons. This measure was, as 
tlie late Sir William Prentice explained in l!td2, an extraordinary 
measure to deal w’ith an extraordinary situati<m, not only a situation 
whicli hud arisen in the past or a situation which existed in 19d2, but a 
situation whicli might possibly arise in the future, and that is the 
point. It was believed then, and it is believed now, that, as the State- 
ment of Ol>j(‘c(s and Reasons says, it is not impossible that such a sub- 
\ersive movement cun arise in futiire; liiid in common prudence we are 
asking this House to pass a measure to prolong tlie life of the existing 
Bill so tliJit for a few years the (fovernment of the day may be in 
pos.session of fiowers which are suitable to meet an extraordinary 
situation which might possihly arise. If it does not arise, it will not 
he used. Mr. Mookerjee would wait until the situation arose before 
he took powers to meet that. That, I submit, is not an act of common 
prudence. A prudent man takes steps in advance to meet a situation 
which be thinks may arise. The fact that ywir after year one may send 
in a “no claim” return on an insurance policy is no reason for failing 
to continue to insure one’s property and this Bill, put in the shortest 
way, is a form of insurance. 

Sir, another fallacy which I think 1 .should refer to in Mr. Mookerjee’s 
speech is this: He asks us (o get rid of all the special legislations 
and to start with a clean slate, and w’e Avould be perfectly all right. 
If a serious situation does arise, we can always fall back upon the 
Governor. That is, however, (piite a wrong way of looking at it. 
The future Government will W a democratic Government, and yon will 
have no right under such a constitution to rely as a last resort on the 
executive pow’ers of the Governor; that is the whole point of yonr 
democratic constitution. When the real trouble arises, you will have 
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the (Governor to jfive you this special power. On the other hand, 
if the existing' Govemnient leaves an Act such as this on the statute 
Booh and if a difficult or serious situation does arise, the Government 
Cm the day will have this power and it can use it without waiting for the 
situation to develop into a dangerous one. I do not think, Sir, I need 
detain the House any longer, I oppose the motion for eliciting opinion 
and the other motions before the House. 

The amendment of Kazi Emdadul Hmiue was then put and lost. 

“The question that the Bengal Public Swnirity (Extending) Bill, 
1935, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 
3l8t October, 1935, being put, a division was taken with the following 
result:— 


AH, MmIwI NtMM. 
irttm aftiavi maIm. 
•MtrK Hr. e. 

•auh Hr. Ntr««lrt Ksaiar. 
SfeMSterl, taSM aaiMrt 
SlMVSfeMyi nAANi ASM thMi. 
SAMiAaff. Mftttvi M«fal AAtv. 
tAti*, Pr. Aaalfa Sails. 

HaAAA* SAti tMiiAat. 


AYES. 


Umm, MairttI AAat. 

MaHI, Mr. S. 

MaaAarfaa, Mr. Ifta^rtaai. 
MiAAaMAAafa, Sai laAIA larat SAaaira. 
Sal MaAaaal. MaalaSra PaA. 

Stai, PaAa MamU. 

Uaai, Maatvl AAiaa. 

Mat A, trljat Taj PaAMIar. 


NOES. 


Altai, Savaliaia KAwaja MaAaaiaiaA. KAaa 
PaAaiar. 

AAmaA. KAaa laAaiar Maalwt KaiaitMia. 

Pal. PaAa UIH Kaaiar. 

■at, Rai SaAaAar taral CAaaAra. 

Paraia, PaAa PrfaiAaH. 

•aair UMa. KAaa AaAIA Maalti HaAaaiaiaA. 

Pata, Mr. t. 

PAaaia. Mr. Aparva Kaaiar. 

SAaaAAart, KAaa PaAaiar MaaivI Allaianaaiaa. 
PAaaiAart, KAaa SaAaAar Maahrl HaSiar Rale 
■MM. 

PAaaAAari. Maaivi IjraA OiaMi MaWtr. 

•AaariAary. NaJI SaM AAsmA. 

PaAta. Mr. P. A. 

Pas. PaAa Parapratai. 

SaMfS. Maatvf Har SaAaiaa KAaa. 

rarasal. lAa Maa'Ma Kaval K. P. M.. al Sstaiipar 

rtamn, Mr. K. L. 

SPtAfM, Mr. R. H. 

SMMtef. nr. P. 

MaMsr. Mr. t. K. 

SAHA. Hm llaa*Alf KAaa PaAaiar M. Aiiaai. 
ttatl, Mr. P. e. 

S tasar, Mr. S. S. 

MaaaIa, Maarai MMAarral. KAaa PaAaiar. 

NaaMta, MaMai McAaaiaMi. 

M i wa la, MMStl UMiat 

SIMM, SAa« PaAaiM MaMai Maatnua AN. 

SAia. Maalal AM AAMtar 
SPSi, Mf. SaMar SalHaaa. 


KAaa, Maalal Taailtaiila. 

LatAAart, Mr. A. S. I. 

IlHMra. Mr. l, T. 

MNtar, Mr. I. 0. 

Mlttar, tAa Nta'Alt Mr Prajaaira Lai. 

MIttra, PaAa taral PAaaira. 

Mania. KAaa PaAaiar MaAaanaai AAial. 

Nil. Rtai. P. A. 

Saaiy, MaAaraJa lOt OAaaira. at KatlaiAaiar. 
NatlaaiMa, lAa Nta'Alf KAwaJa Mr. 

KaAMM, Mr. A. 

RaAm. KAaa PaAaiar A. f . M. AMar-. 

Ktf. PaAa AaalyaiAaa. 

Kaj OAaviAarp, Mr. K. P. 

Sali. lAa Haa*Alt Mr. S. N. 

RaiAarf A. Mr. T. 4, T. 

Sat. tAa Naa*Al« Mr Pljay PrtMi MhA. 

Saf, Mr. laHaavar MagA. 

Saf. Mr. larat Kaaiar. 

Saf PAaaiAart. PaAa Ntai lAaaira. 

IMMaa. Sal SaAaiar latfa KlaAar. 

MaAa. Sail PaAaiar PAapMUra Sarapaa, at 
StiAlpaf. 

•aialMia. Maaivi MaAawaiai. 

•Ma i a i, Mr. N. S. f. 

T AaMp ita, Mr. w. N. 

Ta w ii ai , Mr. N. P. V. 

WMAar, Mr. S. L. 

WMIataa. Mr. It. S. 

WraiAaai. tit Naa*Ma Mr iaAa. 


The Ayes being 17 and the Noes 58, the motion was lost. 
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The question that the Bengal Public Security (Extending) Bill, 
193f5, be circulated for the purpose of eliciting poinion thereon by the 
30th September, 1935, was then put and lost. 

The question that the Bengal Public Security (Extending) Bi8, 
1935, be taken into consideration was then put and agreed to. 

Clause 1. 

The question that clause 1 stand part of the Bill was put and agreed 
to. 


Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: I beg to move that in clause 2, line 3, 
for the figures ‘‘1940” the figures “193G” be substituted. 

Sir, in moving this amendment I want to say what my view is 
regarding this Bill. I liave already said that the subversive movement 
is not due to any politital agitation, but it is due to the most acute 
unemployment problem prevailing in this country. As the House did 
not accept my previous amendment for circulation, I move this amend- 
ment with the self-same view that if the Government w'aiit to keep this 
Act alive let it be kept alive for one year. Government have already 
said that they have been able to suppress the terrori.stic movement to 
an appreciable extent ; if that is so, it may be that in the course of one 
year there would be no necessity for such a measure, and 1 think that 
the activities of the Government in the direction of the solution of 
unemployment (piestion, if properly grasped and given effect to, will 
in itself be u ground for eradicating this evil from this country. If 
the problem of unemployment is solved in the course of one year with 
the help of non-ofhcial people here and outside, then of course it can 
be expected that there will be no necessity for prolonging the life of 
this Act beyond the period of 1930, for if Government ond the people 
combine together, there is good hope that they will be able to solve 
this unemployment (juestion and thereby put down the terroristic 
activities. Government should take the non-officials into their con- 
fidence — 

Mr. PRESIDENT: That \ou have already said. 

Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: My point is that if the Government do 
not alienate the feelings of the non-official members of this House and 
if they want co-operation, they must behave themselves in a way in 
which co-operation becomes possible 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But why do you press for ”1936”? What ia at 
the back of your miad when you say that? That is what we want to 
know. 
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fCitti enDADUL HOQUEl Ky idea is that it during the year of 
exlnuiion of this Act both officials and non-officials try to solve the 
,*uni^ployment question, there would be no necessity for the applica- 
^on of this Act after a year. But I say that Government should take 
the help of non-officials to eflfectively work out this scheme. 


Mfi PRESIDENT: That you have already said: Are you able to 
advance any other argument in favour of that particular year?* 


Kail EMOADUL HOQUE: In 19-% the new (Constitution will come 
into force, so if there be any neces.sity the new Constitution will take 
its own steps. In the meantime (irovernment could co-operate with the 
non-officials in order to strike at the root of this problem. The non- 
officials are ready to help Government, and it is only for them to avail 
of it. But if they estrange the feelings of the non-officials by giving 
answers to questions put by the members of this House in a most 
indifferent way, it show.s that they do not want co-operation. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. What makes you say so, Kazi 
Sahib 


Kill EMDADUL HOQUE: With these words I commend my motion 
to the acceptance of the House. 


Mr. P. BANERdi: I beg to move that in clause U, in line 3, for the 
figures ^‘1940/’ the figures “1937” be substituted. 


Mr. PRESIDENT: Mr. Banerji, you have moved your amendment, 
but you may make your speech after the adjournment. 

(The Council was adjourned at this stage for 15 minutes.) 


(After Adjournment.) 

Mr. P. BANERil: In moving my motion I wdsh only to put it to 
the Hon’ble Member what reasonable objection Government may have 
if they atkept my motion. The reason of the Government is that 
•nfficient time should be given to Ibe men that will come next to work 
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the new Constitution and according to the Hon’ble Member the new 
Constitution will come into operation early in 1937 : it may be from 
January, 1937, or April, 1937. Sir, even if it comes so late as April^" 
1937, then there will bo at least nine months' time for the new members 
to be able to judge the situation of the country. It has been suggested 
by the Ilon’ble Member that the apparatus, I mean the machinery, 
must be left in proper M arking order and it will be up to those members 
who have to run the new Constitution to come and see whether it will 
be up to them to do away "with the machinery or to retain it. The 
Hon'ble Member further said that sufficient time should be given to 
those members, lie maintained that Mr. N. K. Basu’s suggestion for 
six months’ time was not enough. If six months’ time is not enough 
or reasonable, Sir, then nine months’ time is quite sufficient for those 
mem!)ers to come to a decision. Now, Sir, for myself I consider that 
even so much time is not necessary as it has been established beyond 
doubt by the arguments from the opposition; also in view' of the facts 
placed before the House by the Hon’ble Member we consider that this 
Act w'as unnecessary. The working of tlie Act for tliree years has 
shown beyond doubt that its further continuance also is unnecessary. 
This Act came into operation for the first time at a time when the civil 
disobedience movement was at its height and even then its life w'as 
fixed for three years. At that time the Hon’ble Member fixed this 
period on account of the impending Constitutional lief onus, but, Sir, 
the lleforms were delayed. Now tliat there is certainty of its coming 
into operation in April, 1937, what reasonable objection the Government 
can have in accepting my reasonable proposal unless Government think 
otherw’iseP It has been suggested by the Kazi Sahib in an earlier 
pjirt of the dehate that Government’s policy is a conservative policy, 
viz., to sti<'k to their gun.s always. It was done for three years and 
for what cart lily reason they w ant to extend it I fail to understand. 
3’he Hon’ble Member now' comes forward for extending the Bill not for 
three years but for five years. Don’t you think, Sir, that it is ab- 
solutely unnecessary Follow'ing the argument of the Hon’ble Member 
I think Government should be content to extend the Bill only up to 
1937. This is quite reasonable and I hope Government will accept it. 


MaiiIvi ABDU8 SAMADs Sir, I beg to move that in clause 2, ia 
line 3, for the figures “1940” the figures “1938” be substituted. 

I think, Sir, that the amendment of Mr. P. Banerji from the public 
point of view 


Tht Hon’bto Mr. R. N. REID: Perhaps it would save the time 
of the House if I said at this stage that I am prepared to accept tliis 
amendment suhstituting the figures “1938” for “1940.” 
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j^RCSiDCHT: la view of the acceptance of this amendment by 
the fion’ble Member perhaps Kazi Sahib will not insist upon his motion 
Wing put. 

The amendments of Kazi Ktududul Hoque and Mr. P. Banerji were 
withdrawn by leave of the Council. 

The amendment of Mauhi Abdiis Samad that in clause 2. in line 3, 
for the figures “1940” the figures "1938“ he sub.stituted was put and 
agreed to. 


('/(Hi, It 

The question tliat clause " 2 , as aineiuled in the Council, stand part 
of the Bill was put and agreed to. 


Pnam/di . 

The (jiiestioii that the Preaiulde stand fuirt of the Hill was put and 
agreed to. 


The Hon’ble Mr. R. N. REID: I beg to move that llie Bengal 
Jbibhi- StM uril N ( Kxteiidiiiir > Hill. IIKC). as settled ir< Council, be 
piisseil. 


Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: I <q)pose this motion. I 

have made it clear in one of my previous speef lies that I am opposed to 
the whole Hill. I have not taken any interest in the motions for 
reducing the time-limit because all these are absolutely futile and 
useles.s, I contend most stronjrly that tin* (iovernmeiit lias made out 
no case whatever for the continuance of the Act. (iovernmeiit started 
with the proposition that there were only three districts in which the 
Act was found necessary, but although the Act was applied to three 
districts, yet in point of fact it has been in operation mainly in Midna- 
pore. Government has not placed before tbe House any facts to 
indicate tliat there is any further necessity for the oontinuance of this 
Act even in Midnapore. In tlie*<e cinumstances the only course o|)en 
to us is to oppose the Hill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: I would like to inform the House that His 
Excellency the Governor would be pleased to oddres.s the House at the 
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end of this Session. I am making this announcement to-day, so tha 
members may not leave Calcutta before that, if possible. Defiiiit< 
date and time will be given to members later on. We have no othei 
busine.ss to transact to-day and I, therefore, adjourn the Council until 
3 p.m. to-morrow. 


Adjournment. 

The Council was adjourned till 3 p.m. on Tuesday, the 27th August, 
1935, at tlie Council Hou.se, Calcutta. 



445 


Pr«Mtediiifs of Uie Bengol Legitlalive Comieil ammUoil vmimt 
the provitiont of the Govemment of lodim Act. 

Tut Council met iu the Council Chamber in the Council Ilouse» 
Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 27th August, I93i}, at It p.m. 


Prasent: 

Mr. President (the Hon*l)le llaja Sir M\nm\tii\ Nath Hay 
Chowdhury, of Saiitosh) in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three ll<m’blp Ministers and 98 nominated 
and elected members. 


Oath or affirmation. 

The following member made an oath or aftirmation of his allegiance 
to the Crown : — 

Mr. F. A. Sachse, ( i.r.s. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answen were given) 

Anti-malaria Society at Bhogdanga (Kurigram). 

M06. Kazi EMOADUL HOQUE: {a\ U the lloirblc Minister in 
charge of the liocal Self-Ooveriiment Department aware that there is a 
registered anti-malaria society at Dhogdanga in polir e-station Kurigram, 
Rangpury 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’hle 
Minister bo pleased to state — 

(i) when was it established; and 

(ti) how many Government officers from Divisional Coinmissionors 
downwards have visited it sinee then!* 

(c) If the answer to (h) (i/) is in the affirmative, what is their 
report about the working of the said society?' 

. (d) Is the society regularly audited and kept under inspection? 

(e) Is there a homneopothic dispensary attached to it? 

(/) If so, how long has it l>een in existence? 
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MINUTER in ofiarg# of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART* 
MENT (the Hofi*bie Sir Bi)oy Prasad Singh Roy): (a) Yes. 

(b) (i) The society was registered on 20th January, 1927. 

(ii) The society was inspected once by the Divisional Conunis- 
aioner, once by the District Magistrate, and once by the Subdivisional 
Officer. 

(c) The work of the society is reported to be satisfactory. 

(d) and (e) Yes. 

(/) Government have no information. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minist^T be pleased to state the date of the last visit!' 

The Hon’blo Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; I want notice. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether tliere is any rule about the time* 
limit within which a visit should be madep 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir; there is 
none. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAK8H: Did not tlie District Magistrate or 
the Divisional (.^)nimissioner encjuire as to the time when it t'ame into 
e.\istefice durifig their inspeit'on? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I want notice. 


School of Tropical Medicine. 

•107. Maidvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN : Will the Ilon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Loral Self-Government Department be pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing separately — 

(0 the present number of — 

(A) Assistant Professors, and 

(B) Assistant ResSearch Scholars in each department in the 
Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine and Carmichael 
Hospital for Tropical diseases; 

(ii) what are their qualifications; and 
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how many of them are — 
(7) Hindus, and 
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Tim Hofi’Mt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (0 and (it) The 
"***^♦10 format ion is g-iven in the stuteinent which is laid on the table. 

(til) {/) Hindus — 28 and (2) Muslims — Nil. 


Stfitvuunt rfferral to in f/ie reply to clauses ii) (U'li (ii) of starred 

yuestiou \n. JOT. 

iJmigiiation. QiiAliflratioa. 

Dopartineiit of Trofural Meiiicino - 

Afmutant l‘rof«i«<»or of Tropk'al Mwlirmo . . M.H. (r4tl.). 

I)<^p«rt merit of I*athoIoKy aixl ItactenoloK.v 
Aiutiatant I’rofeetior of Itactenology 

Aimintant rrofrvtfior of Patholoify 

De{>artrnei>t of I*rot<i/cK)logy - 

ArMiHtAiit rrofr*HHor of Protoroolo^x 
AHHist«nt Ktiwe in h W orker 

Department of ICntomology 

Aasiatant rrofenHor of Kntornolo^y M.B. D.P.H. 

D.T.M. A H. (Loud.), K.H.8.8. 
(Lond-K D.O.M.S. 

Dejiartrnent of Phartnaetjlogy 

Aaaiataiit I*n.>ft>wor of I*harma<‘ology . . M.B. (Cal.). 

AsBUitaiit Hoaearch Worker, Indigenous Kiiquirv M.B., B.K. 

Aaaiatant Heof^reh Worker, Indigenoua Enquiry . . M.B. (Cal,). 

Amuitant Beaearoh Worker, Drugs Addiction Enquiry M.B., B.8. (Punb.). 

Aaaiatant Rcaeareh Worker, Drugs Addiction Enquiry M.B. (Cal.). 

Aaiiatant Reacan-li Worker, 8ynthelie Drug Inveati- B.He,, M.B, 
gation. 

Departiocmt of Chemistry — 

AatiaUmt Prufeasor of Clieniistry . . M.He. (Cal.). 

D^Murtment of Public Health Laboratory Practice — 

^ AMiatani Profe«K>r of PubUo Health Laboratory M.B. (Cal.), D.P.H. (Cai.), D.B. 
•V'"' Practice in Bacteriolt^’. (Lond.). 

Amoatant Profeaeor of Public Health Laboratory ll.Be. (Cal.), A.I.C. 

Practice in Cbemiatiy. 


L. M.P. (Dacca). 

M. B. (C4il.), D.T.M. (Bengal). 


M.B. (Cal.), D.B. (Ixmd.), Paaa. 
certtAiato hohier of the Lon 
iion School of Dormatology. 
M.B. (Cal.), D.T.M. (Bengal). 



448 


QFESTIOI^S. 


[21m Aua,, 


Designation. 

Hookworm Research Department — 

Afwiatant liesoansh Worker 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Qualification. 


M.B. 

M.Sc., M.B. 
B.8c., M.B. 


Respiratory and Anemia Diseases Research Department — 


Assistant Research Worker 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Leprosy Research Dej>artment — 

Assistant Research Worker 
Ditto 

Bowel Diseases Research Department — 
Assistant Research Worker 

Diabetes Research Department — 
Hcholar 

Filariasii Research De[>artment. — 
Scholar 

Kala axar Rt^wiurch Department — 
Assistant Rcwwirch Worker 

Dermatology Department^ — 

Assistant Ht^arclt \^’orker 
Ditto 

Ditto 


.. M.B., B.S. (Pb.). 

.. M.B. (Cal.), D.T.M. (Bengal). 

.. M.B., B.S. (Bom.), D.T.M. 
(Liverpool). 


. . M.B. (Cal.), D.T.M. (Bengal). 
. . L.M.P. (Patna). 


. . M.B., D.T.M. (Bengal). 


.. M.B. (Cal.), F.C.S. (Lend.), 
F.R.S.A. (London). 


.. L.M.J‘. (.Mad.). 


I.M.D., Diploma holder in 
.Mo<li»inc and Surgery, 
L.T.M., Ccrtifuato in MaU- 
nolog> . ' " 


.. M.B. (Cal.), 

.. M.B. (CaD.D.T.M. (Liver- 
i>ooi). 

. . L.M.P., L.T.M. (Bengal). 


Cholera Toxin Enquiry — 

Assistant RetsMiridi Worker . . L.M.P., L.T.M. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUOHURI: Will the Honble 
Minister give us the date of the last appointment}' 

Th« Tht Hoii*bi« Sir BI^OY PRASAD SINGH ROY: I want notice. 


Babu HBM. CHANDRA ROY GHOUDHURI: Wa» there any 
Muslim candidate on the occasion of the last recruitment P ' 


Thu HonlMu Sir BUOY RRABAD SINGH ROY: I want notice. 
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Tangiil-ttriigifii Firry itrvliib 

MaiMvi NUR RAHMAN KHAN iUtUFilll (a) Ig the 

Hoft'Ue Member in charge of the Marine Defiartmeni aware— 

(i) that in the previous years there was maintained a regular ferry 

steamer service Mween Tangail and Sernjganj during the 
, rainy season when there has been sufficient water in the 

rivers ; and 

{it) that during the current year there is suflicient water t(» allow 
passage for ihe ferry steamer, but the said service has l>een 
discontinued : 

(lit) that the disoontiniumce of the said steamer service has {‘nused 
inconvenience to the travelling public; and 

(ir) that this has given rise to a feeling amongst the |M»ople 
affected ? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble MeinlM»r he pleased to slate what steps, if any, 
do the (Jovenunent ]>n»pise taking in the matter? 

MEMBER in charga of MARINE DEPARTMENT (tho Honliio Sir 
dohn WoodhoiiO: (o) (i) and (it) (lovernment are informed that for 
the past three years the Rivers Steam Navigation (Company, Limited, 
have run a ferry steamer between Tungnil and Serajgaiij during the 
rainy season : this sciwjce has been run at a considerable loss and the 
Company has discontinued the service during the ctirrent year. 

(iti) and (/r) The discontinuance of the steamer service has no 
doubt caused u certain amount of inconvenience but the local officers 
repirt that there is a daily feeder service l)etween Serajgunj and Cham- 
bari and Porabnri and that Tangail is accessible by Isiat from either of 
the latter places. 

(T^) Government do not projw.HC to take any aid ion. 

MlUivi 8YED MAdID BAK8H: With reference to answer (n) (i) 
and (it), what was the loss due to, want of passengers or anything else? 

TM Noii*bll Sir dOHN WOODHEAD: Want of traffic, Sir. 

Silaiy and acpilpiiieiit of ctefadart and oliaiilcidari. 

*109. Mr. ANANDA MOHAN PODOARs (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the l4>cal Self-Government Department lie pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing for the year — 

(t) the total income of union Imarda; and 

(ii) the total expenditure on the salary and equipment of dafadan 

and chauJndan? 
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(b) Do the Government make any contribution to the salary and 
equipment of the dafadars and chavlndars? 

The HOfi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) (i) Rupees 
0^,80,023. 

(u) Rupees 49,38,633. 

(h) No. 


Myrnensingh-Tangaii Road. 

M10. MaiHvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to lay 
on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the names of roads taken up on the recommendation of the 

Provincial Road Board in each district of Bengal; 

(u) the length of each of these roads; 

(Hi) the amount of money estimated to be Mi)ent for each of these 
roads ; 

(iv) the amount of money actually spent up to date for each of these 
roads ; 

(v) the date of inauguration of this Hoad Board ; 

(vi) the date of commencement of work on each road; 

{rii) the sources from which fund is provided for these roads; and 
(viii) the time which will be taken for completing each of these 
roads? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble Minister aware — 

(t) that the Mymensingh-Tnugnil Hoad was taken up on the 
recommendation of the Hoad Board; and 
(it) that very |K)or progress has been made in the work of this 
road during these years? 

(c) If the answer to (h) (it) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased tt> state the reason for such delay in the work of 
this road? 

(d) When is this road expected to l)e completed? 

Tht Hon’liit Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a), (0, (it), (iii), 
(ie), (vt) and friii) Necessary information is being collected and a 
statement will be acsit to the member as soon as it is ready. 

(a) (a) The Road Board was constituted in 1930. 
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{<i) (mi) The echeuie waft to be financed from the l^rovincial sham 
of til# Central Bond Account. 

(^> (0 Yes. 

(n) No. The proin^sM made has been satisfactory. 

(c) Does not ari.se. 

(d) By June, 1936. 

Bibu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: With reference to 
answer (<i) (i), (/i), (f//), f/r). and {viii), will the Ifoiride Minister 
he pleased to state \\hether this infoimatioii will he avuilnhle to all the 
memherH of the IIons<' or to the questioner only^ 

Th# Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir, the practice 
is to send it to the questioner, only. 

Mauivi SYED MAJID BAKSH: Is it a metalled road or a non- 
metalled one^ 

The Hon'ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: It is only partly 

metalled. 


Deposits by excise vendors. 

•111. Mr. R. MAITI: to) AVill the Hon’ hie Minister' in c'hurge of 
the Kevenue < K.vrise) l)t*partineut ho pleased to lay on th«* table a 
statement slmwifj^^^ .M*parately the amount hy the excise vendora 

of Benpil a> ailvam (« (leiM)sit for holdin^r excise shops under — 

(») the system of “two months’ fee in a<lvun<*e’' introduced in 
1919; and 

(n) the system of “one and a half months’ fee in advance” intro- 
duccd in 1927; and 

{iti) the system of “fifteen days’ fee in advance” introduced in 
1933? 

(6) Is it a fact that the excise vendors are not allowed to draw 
interest whatsoever on the amount kept in deposit by them with the 
Government under the said system? 

(c) Is it a fact that in all other departments of the Government 
officers who are re<|uired to deposit money as security are always 
entitled to interest on the amount deposited by them for the period tb# 
amount is held in deposit? 
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{d) If the answers to (h) and (c) are in the af&rmative, what is 
the reason for the differential treatment ? 

(e) Is it a fact that those excise vendors who have deposited 
money as security under the system of ‘Hwo months’ fee in advance” 
or “one and a half months’ fee in advance,” introduced in 1919 and 
1927, resjwctively, are not allowed to enjoy the benefits of the present 
system of “fifteen days* fee in advance” introduced in 1933 by with- 
drawini^- the greater portion of the amount already deposited by them 
under previous systems? 

if) If the aiiHvrer to (c) is in the affirmative, what is the reason 
for not giving them the l>enefits of the revised system, specially when 
the amount in deposit carries no interest at all ? 

(q) Is the ITon’ble Minister aware that a representation was sul>- 
mitted to the Excise Commissioner of Bengal in April last by a great 
many excise vendors in the district of Midnnpore praying for the 
removal of the grievances in respect of their security deposit but to no 
effect ? 

(h) Are the (roverninent <‘onsidering the desirability of making 
the present rule of “fifteen days’ fee in advance” equally applicable to 
all cases before its introduction and allowing the excise vendors to 
deposit the amount in Best Office Savings Bank so that they may be 
entitled to the interest? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE (EXCISE) DEPARTMENT 
<tho Hon’bleSir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (o). (/i, (//) and {i 'n) The 

figures are not reatlily avaibible, and much time and lulMuir will be 
involved in collecting them. (b»vernmt*nl regret that they are unable 
to un<Iert4ike to do this. 

(/>), (c) and {(1) The member is referriHl to the reply to part (a) 
{til) of the starred question No. 54 asked by Mr. Ananda Mohan 
l*oddar at the meeting of the (*ouncil held on 5th December, 1932. 

The fee de|K)sits made by vendors are in the nature of advance 
license fees and therefore have no analogy with the security deposits 
made hy (Government servants. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) The half-yearly system is purely experimental and during 
the currency of the exi^riraent. Government see no reason to alter the 
conditions under which the older licensees made their deposits. 

(i/) No such rejiresentation was received by the Commissioner of 
Excise and Salt. 

(h) No. 
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Unlofi oourU in Chittagong* 

^12. Mtulvi 8YED OSMAN HAIMR OHAUDHURr: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Member iii cliarj^e of tbe Judicial Departmeut be pleased 
to lay on the table a statement showing how many union boardvS, union 
benches and union courts are in existence at present in each of the 
districts of Bengal? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Meml>er be pleased to state whether qualifica- 
tion required for being a member of a union bench is taken as sufii- 
cient to bo a member of a union court ? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of establishing 
union courts in the thanas or near about them where there is no 
munsif’s court but where union benches have already Wn established? 

(d) What are the reasons for notifying only one union court in the 
whole of the Sadar subdivision (B), (’hittagong, where there has been 
notification of 25 union iK'ni'hcs in the Calcutta Gazette^ dated the 
11th July, 1935? 

(c) What were the reasons for withdrawing later on the union court 
powers vested in the four union benches in Chittagong as notified in 
the Calcutta Gazette, dated the I7th November, 1932? 

if) Is the Kon’ble Member aware — 

(0 that there is no munsif’s court in the thana* or within 8 inilea 
of Banskhali, Anwara and Boalkhali {xdice-stations in 
Chittagong; but 

in) the union boards in tho'^e thanas have g<d union bench |K)wersP 

(/;) Have the (jovernment considered the (juestion whether the 
members of the union benches refened to in (/)(»/) have got the 
necessary qualificutions to carry on union courts? 

(/<) Are the (rovernment considering the desirability of vesting the 
members of tho said lienchcs with union court jK>w'ers? 

(i) If the answer to (It) is in the negative, what are the reasons for 
the same ? 

{)) What are the reasons for establishing less number of union 
courts in ('hittagong in comparison with other districts in Bengal? 

(A) Is the Hon’ble Member aware that a resolution for increase 
of union bench and court has l>€en passed in the District I nion Board 
Conference presided over by the District Magistrate of (’hittagong? 

(/) What are the reasons for not establishing union courts in the 
union benches as i-ecommended by the (’ircle Officer and Subdivisional 
Officer (B) ? 

MEMBER in charge of JUDICIAL OERARTMENT (the Hon*ble 
tir Brojendra Lai Mitter): <o) A statement is laid on the table. 

(h) Members of union Ixinrds are eligible for both. 
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(<;) No adoption of such a general policy is at present in the con- 
templation of Government. 

(d) The local officers did not recommend establishment of any more 
union courts in view of the prevailing local conditions. 

(e) The notification giving powers of union courts was issued by 
mistake and was therefore cancelled. 

(/) (i) and (ii) Yes; three union boards out of nine in Banskhali 
police-station, five union boards out of nine in Anwara police-station 
and four out of eleven in Boalkhali have union bench powers. 

(//) They are eligible. 

(h) and (V) Proixisals for establishment of three union courts 
including one in Anwara i)olice-station are under consideration. 

(j) (Conditions are different, ride also answer to (d). 

(k) Yes. 

(/) The officers did not recommend establishment of more union 
courts. 


Statement referred to in starred question Xo. 112 (a). 
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Mtlilvi SYED MA^ID BAKSHs Witli reference to answer {g), will 
the Bon'ble Member be pleased to state whether, in addition to being 
eligible, they have the necessary qualifications}^ 

Tim HwtW Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: The answer has 
been given already, and it is, yes. 

Grand Trunk Road lovel orossing naar SlialinMW. 

•113* Mr« P« BANERdl: (<i) Is the lIouMde Meiul)er in charge 
of the Public Works (Uailways) Department aware that the level 
crossing at the Granti Trunk Hoad near Shaliinar is as a rule kept 
under lock and key for practically 24 hours, with u narrow’ passage 
for the pedestrians and is opcniMl only for allow’ing motor cars to jmss? 

(6) Is it a fact tluit sometimes ptM)ple have to wait for hours 
togefher before the gate is opened, thus causing inconvenience and 
harassment to the public ^ 

(c) Is the Ilon’hle Member aware that under the Hallway Aet the 
Bengal-Xagpur Hailwa}’ cunii<»t keep the level ciossing under lock and 
key for 24 hours hut is exjMH te<l to close it only a few minutes before 
and after the pjissing of a trains 

(d) Has the fact come to the knowledge of Government that the 
crossing lu'ing on a thoroughfc.rc* the l)us«*s plying from Howrah to the 
Botani<'al Gardens an* for(<‘d to pay (»ne anna per trii> to the gate- 
keeper for (‘xpeiliting their dejiarture as otherwise the gate-keefH‘r can 
make them wait for an hour or so before they are allow ed to pass 

(e) Is the llun’bb* Member aware that lequestH were made to 
Bengal-Xagpur Hailway authorities by thi* sutbuing public including 
the staff of the Bengal Knginecring College, Shalimar AVorks, Botanical 
Gardens and Nimpnt Ashram hnt to no purisisey 

(/) Are the Government lonsidering the desirahility of taking 
immedlaCe steps to remove the grievances by asking the Hailway autho- 
rities to construct an underground line? 

MEMBER in oliarge of PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon*blo Sir doim WoodhMM): (a) No. The 

gate is kept open except when it has to he closed for the passage of 
trains or for shunting operations. 

(6) No, the maximum detention to road traffic does not exceed 
10 minutes, 

(r) In view of the answer to («), does not arise. 

(d) and (e) No. 

(/) An underground railway line is impracticable. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the JTon’bJe Member take it from me that 
the gate in often kept cloned for more than half an hour or even forty- 
ive minuten? 

The Hon'ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: I have no personal experi- 
ence in the matter. 

Mr. P. BANERJI* With reference to answer (h), is the Hou’ble 
Member aware that the statement that the cloiing of the f^ate does not 
exceed ten minutes, is not a fact? 

Tha Hon’bla Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: I cannot say anything be- 
yond wliat the railway authorities have reported. They have told ns 
that the periorl of detention does not exceed ten minutes, and that they 
keep a careftil record; that is the information they have given us. 


Mr# P, BANERJI: Is the Ilonlde Mem])er aware that no record of 
timing is kept by the gateinan there during th»» shunting period? 

Th® Hon’bla Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: 1 cun only repeat that we 
have been informed that a careful record is kept which is checked daily 
by officers. 

Mr. P, BANERJI: AVith reference to answer (/), if an underground 
railway line is impracticable, does the llon’ble Member think that an 
overhead bridge for pedestrians is practicable? 

Th® Hon^l® Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: I btdieve tlie original 
question contained no reference to the detention of pedestrian traffic. 


Transf®r of oonstables from Notkhaii. 

•114. Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: uj) Is the Hon’ble 
Member in charge of the Police Department aware that a large number 
of constable.s were tran.sferred from Noukhali last year? 

(6) If the answer to (a) i.s in the affirmative, will the llon’ble 
Member l)e pleased to .state — 

(i) what is their number ; and 

(if) what W’ere the rea.son.s for their transfer? 

(c) Will the'Hon’ble Member be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that the said transfer was the offshoot of a coining case in union 
board No, 7, Benodepore, police-.station Shudharnm? 
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(<J) If the answer ta (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon* hie 
Member be pleastnl to state — 

(t) who were the constables concerned; 

(if) what were the definite charjjes a^iiust them; and 

(tit) what action was taken against them? 

(e) Is it a fact that — 

(i) some of the constables esca|x*d punishment; and 

(ti) some others were awarded punishment? 

(/) If the answer to (e^ is in the affirmative, what are the reasons 
of the differential treatment? 

(^) Are the Government eonsiderinjf the desirability of holding an 
in(|uiry by the Superintendent of Voliee personally info the matter? 

MEMBER in charge of POLICE DEPARTMENT (the Hon»bie 
Mr. R. N. Reid): (a) and (h) On administrative grounds it became 
necessary to replace 7d (sinstables by men who were not natives of the 
distriet. 

(r) No. 

(c), (/) and (//) Do not arise. 


Training women in weaving. 

M15. Rai Bahadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Is the Hon ble 

Ministei* in (barge of the Agritulture and Industries Department eon- 
sidering the desirability of emulating the example of Assam in matiera 
of weaving by girls by making elaborate provisions for imparling 
instructions in weaving amongst the hhadralok ladies of Bengal? 

MINISTER in charge of AGRICULTURE and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Nawab K. C. M. Faroquii of Ratanpur)! 

Assam is now emulating Bengal and not rice verm in the matter of 
training women in weaving. 

Since 192(> the Department of Industries has maintained a Women's 
Department attached to the Serampore Weaving Institute complete 
with hostel accommodation where under w^ell regulated conditions 
Bengali young women are given a sound training in handloom weaving, 
dyeing, embroidery, knitting, carpwt making and other domestic crafts- 
manship. 

The Government of Bengal also give a very substantial grant to the 
Saroj Nalini Dutt Memorial Association which has for its main object the 
training .of women all over Bengal in weaving and other aH[)ects of 
house-craft. 
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lUlegMl griavifioM of the otudento of Govorninaiit Silk Woaving and 
Dyeing Inetitute, Berhampore. 

*116. Mlaufvi ABDU8 8AMAD: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state whether it is a fact that the students of the advanced classes 
of the Oovemment Silk Weaving and Dj^eing Institute, Berhampore, 
Bengal, submitted a i)etition to the Director of Industries, Bengal, 
when he was on a visit to the Institute on the 15th January’, 1934? 

(/i) IXd the Government make any inquiry into the grievances 
set forth in the petition? 

(r) If the answer to (h) is in the affirmative, what steps, if any, 
have been taken to redress the same? 


The Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: (a) Yes. 

(/>) No. 

(r) Does not arise. 


Governmant Silk Woaving and Dyeing Institute, Berhampore. 

*117. Maulvi ABDU8 8AMAD: (n) Will the Kon’ble Minister in 
<'harge of the Agririilture and Industries Department be pleased to 
state — 

(/) the date of starting the Silk Weaving and Dyeing Institute at 
Berhampore ; 

(//) the total capital exj)enditure incurred, including the costs of 
machineries, etc., for the said institute; and 

{lit) the average annual recurring expenditure incurred for its 
maintenance and upkeep? 

(/>) lias the institute in any way helped in reviving the dying and 
decaying silk indu.stry in Bengal? If so, how? 

The Hon’Me Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: (a) (i) 18th 
July, 1927. 

(it) Hs. 3G,(K)0 (approximately). 

(iii) lls. 18,600 for the last three years, 

(6) Yes, by giving its students free training in the reeling, dyeing 
and weaving of silk on cottage industry lines. 
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Divtloiimtfil of silk intfuilry. 


«11«. Mauivi ABDU8 tAMAD: (n^ Will the Hon^ble Minister in 
charge of the Agricultui*e and Industries Department be pleased to state 
whether the Department of Industries has prepjired any scheme for the 
utilisation of the special ginnt allotted to Bengal by the (Government 
of India for the reviA'nl and improvement of home and cottage indus- 
tries in Bengal? 

(/j) If the answer to is in the atHrmutive, what is the natiu*e of 
the said scheme? 

(r) Will the Ilon’hle Minister be pleased to lay on the table a state- 
ment showing how the said grant has been distributed among the 
several districts in Bengal and to state on what jwinciple the distribu- 
tion has been made? 

(d) Has any i)ortion of the said graikt l)een earmarked for the 
development of dying silk industry in Bengal? 


The Hcm’ble Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: (a) and 

(b) The member is refeiTcd to item No. 7 of the list of schemes in the 
Memorandum explaining the pnkjects on which the (Government of 
India have approved the ex|)endituro of the grant for rural uplift. 

(r) It has been proposed to distribute the demonstration i>arties 
among the seven deltaic districts which produce cmonuts. 

(f/) No. The (iovernment of India have made a sejmrate grant for 
the development ol .sericultural industry for five years and this (Gov- 
ernment’s share fur the current year is Its. 41. -‘117. The details of 
schemes on which this grant will be utilisetl are given in this depart- 
ment Memorandum No. d7d0, dated 1st August, lltdu, alieady circulated 
to the members of the (\)uncil. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: M ay 1 eiojuire (d the Hon'ble 
Minister what coconut has got to do with sJk imlustry? 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: I want 
notice. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether the Agiiculture or the Industries Department 
under him is evolving a new whenie for producing silk from coconut 
fibre? 

Tho Honlilo Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUIp of Ratanpur; I want 

notice; nnd before I give a definite reply, I should like to consult tho 
experts of my department, 
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Mtulvi 8YED MAJID BAK8H: Ib the llon'ble Minister prepared 
to establiHh model farms and send out demonstration parties for the 
production of cocoons? 

TlM Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: Yes. 

Coaaimbazar Raj Wards Estate in Rangpur. 

M19. Kazi EMDADUL HOQUE: Will the Hon’ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Dejiartment be pleased to lay on the table a 
statement showing — 

(/) when has the Court of Wards assumed charge of the Cossim- 
bazar Raj Ward Estate; 

(//) how muny appointments of tahsildars and clerks have been made 
since then ; 

(Hi) how many of them have gone to the bona fide candidates of 
the Rangpur district; 

(iv) how many have gone to the Hindus; 

(v) how many have gone to the Mussalmans; and 

(vi) how many applications received from the bona fide candidates 

of the district for appointments as teihsildars and clerks 
have been rejected, and why? 

MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Brojendra Lai Mitter): (/) Nt March, 

(it) One tahsUdnr and -I tahsil vtohurrirs. 

(fit) The exjiression '%ona fide candidates’’ is not understood. 

(iv) All. 

(r) None. 

(vi) Apimintments were made from an existing list of candidates: 
no fresh applications were invited, and therefore the (piestion of rejec- 
tion does not arise. 


Panohar Union Board. 

M20. Raja Bahadur BHUPENDRA NARAYAN 8INHA, of 
Niihipiir: (a) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the Local Self- 
Government Department aware — 

(/) that the election of Panchar Fnion Board under the subdivi- 
sion of Madaripiir in the district of Faridpur waa held on 
the 3rd of Augu-st, 1930; 

(ii) that the said election was set aside by the District Magistrate; 
(Hi) that a fresh election was held on the 8th November, 1930; and 
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that the Hon'ble High Court in their judgment, dated the 
15th August, 1934, held that the District Magistrate's order 
for setting aside the election ‘‘was without jurisdiction”? 

(b) If the answ'er to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Goremment hare 
taken to give effect to the order of the Hon’ble High Court? 

Is it a fact that the members who were elected in the second 
election, are still holding the office? 

Thn Hofi’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: {a) (i) and (it) 
Yes. 

(tii) Fresh elections were held on 8th November, 1930, and 9th 
November, 1930. 

(ir) Yes. 

(b) It is reported that notificutmns have Wen issued cancelling the 
present board and constituting the hoard on the basis of the elections 
of August, 1930. 

(r) Yes. This Ward will stand dissolved as mnni as the notifications 
are published in the (iazette and the other hoard is constituted. 

Honorary physioiano and surgeons. 

•121t Mr. P. BANERJI; (a) Will the Hon’hle Minister in charge 
of the Local Self-(fovernment Department he pleased to state whether 
the Government are contemplating the int roducti(»n of the system of 
honorary physicians and surgeons in the hospitals in districts like that 
in (‘alcutta? 

(h) Is it a fact that the question of the health examination of 
the school hoys was settled in 1930 hut was postponed for financial 
difficulties? 

(r) Is the Hon’ble Minister in a jK)sition to state the probablo 
date by which this work may be taken in hand? 

The Hon’bio Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) No. 

(b) Yes. 

(c) The question is now being examined. 

Mr. P. BANERdl: With reference to answer (c), will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to enlighten us whether the Government of Bengal, 
after examining the question, will introduce health examination 
amongst schoolboys from a certain date? 

Tlw Hon*blt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The matter is 
under examination now, and we cannot be definite about the date. 
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Oontraot for tiviily of artiofoo of food iii tho Caitvlioll ilodioii Miool. 

M22. Khofi Bahadur Mautvi EMADUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the liocal Self-Government Depart- 
ment be pleased to state whether it is a fact that the authorities of 
the Campbell Medical School and Hospital have accepted the tender 
for supplying milk to the hospital at the rate of Bs. 94 per maund? 

(b) Is the Hon^ble Minister aware that there were tenders at the 
rate of Bs. 8-4 and Bs. 8-8 per maund P 

(c) If the answers to (a) and (b) are in the affirmative, what are 
the reasons for accepting a higher tender? 

(d) What is the average quantity of milk per day that is supplied 
to the hospital? 

(e) Is it a fact that the same contractor has got the contract for 
bread and other articles of food at higher rates while there were tenders 
at lower rates? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; (a) No: the 

accepted lender for milk is at Bs. 9 a maund. 

(b) There were tenders at the rates of Bs. 8, Bs. 8-8 and Bs. 8-12. 

(c) The contractor whose lender w'as accepted supplied milk during 
the previous two years and was found efficient and reliable. The con- 
tractors who offered lower tenders, were not considered to be de[)endable. 

{d) Between nine and ten maunds. 

(e) The same contractor got the contract for other articles of food 
except bread. His tender was the lowest, taking all the articles of 
supply into account. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASU: AVill the Hon ble Minister be 
jdeased to state wh(» has the authority to accept these tendeis? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; Superintendent 
of the hospital. 

Mr, NARENDRA KUMAR BASU; Has that authority an un- 
fettei'e<l discretion in thcvse matters or is tliere a governing body to 
look into these things? 

Tilt H0il*blE Sir BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY; The discretion 
of the Superintendent is unfettered. 

Mr. NAREHDRA KUMAR BASU; With reference to answer (r), 
what criterion was applied to find out whether the contractors were 
dependable or not? 



QWBSTIOlffa 


m 

Sir tlJOY PRAtAD tlliON ROY: The metier mte 
eetifeiy on the discretion o! the Superintendent and his common sense. 

Hr. NARINDRA KUMAR BASU: What opportunity was given 
to the new contractors to prove their dependability? 

Tile Hen’llie Bir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: The Superinten- 
dent applied his common sense to the information available to him 
and came bi his own conclusion. 

Revfh B, A, NAG: Do the visitors rejKU't to the Superintendent us 
to the quality of the milk and other food articles supplied? 

The Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: They may. Sir. 

Maulvi SYED NAUSHER ALI: Is there any list of approveiT 
contractors? 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No. Sir. 

Propoeel for astaMiehnioiit of Juto mllli hy Bongali tharoholilirs. 

M23. Rii Bihadur SATYENDRA KUMAR DAS: Will the 
Hon’hle Minister in i harge of the Agriculture and Industries Depart- 
ment 1 m^ pleased to state whether the Government are considering the 
desirability of — 

(i) fixing a minimum price for jute of each grade, thereby helping 
jute restriction; 

(n) encouraging by means of guarantee of minimum dividend of 
jwr cent., ihe establishment of jute mills by Bengali 
shareholders; and 

(til) encouraging the establishment of jute mills by further promise' 
of Government purcthases from such concerns? 

Tho Hon’IHa Ntwab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Rilifipiiri (t) No. 

The suggestion is impracticable. 

(it) and (iii) No. 

Mr. SHANTI SHEKHARESWAR RAY: Will the llon'ble 
Minister lie pleased to state what steps have Wn token by Government 
to ensure a fair price of jute for the rniyaU? 

Tho HoiPMo NmtMi K. C. M. PAROQUI, of Rilmipitrl 1 refer 
the bon’^le member to my speech made the other day while making 
the demand for a grant for jute restriction. 
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Mr. SHAMTI SHEICHAREtWAII RAY: What, in the opinion of 
the Ilon'ble Minister, is a fair price for jute? 


The HonHle Nawib K. C. M. FAROQUIp of Ratanpur: I have 
nothing more to adl to what I have already stated. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is the Hon'ble Minister 
avvaro that us a result of his statement the price of jute has gone down 
considerably during the last few days? 

The Hon’bla Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: No, Sir. 

Mr, P. BANERJI: Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that before that 
fitoteriient was made, the price of jute was Rs. and that since that 
statement has been made, it has gone down to Rs. d2. 


The Hon’bla Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: So far 

as I know, it was never Rs. 35. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: What does the Hon ble 

Minister mean by saying that the mitjafft will get a fair j)rice? 

Tha Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: I think 

Rs. G j)er maund is a fair price nowadays, because the cost of produc- 
tion is now* much less than what it was before. Whatever might have 
been the effe<t in the (hilcutta market on account of speculation, the 
raiyats in the mufassal are now getting a fair price, I think. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is it the opinion of 
Government that Rs. G per maund is a fair price for jute? 

Tho Hon^blo Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur; 8ir, 
According to our present rejwrts, the cost of production of jute has 
considerably gone down, and if the raiyots get Rs. G per maund St 
jute, they will consider it as a reasonable price. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Is it the intention of 
Government that the raiyats should be given Rs. 6 per maund of jiiteP 

Tho Hon’blo Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: Sir, it it 
very difficult to say so. What I mean is, that they are getting about 
Rs. 6 per maund of jute, and they are certainly getting quite u luo4 
(price now, far better than wliat they were getting erelong* 
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rllllrtiri SYiD MMID MICiH: By what aiatha^ Oovernmeat 
in^md to fix the price of jute? 

Tilt Httilili Mmib K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpiws We never 
intead to fix the price of jute. 


Mr. P. BANER4I: Is it not a fact that the price of jute in the 
mufaasal is less than Rs. 5? 


Tht Hoii’bit NmnIi K. G. M. FAROQUI, tf RataiHiiir: It might 
be less than Rs. 5 at c'crtain places, but in most of the iiii[)ortant jute 
centres the rmynts have been getting from Rs. 5 to Rs. fl. Of course, 
there is a ( hange in the price of jute (iail\ . 

Mr, 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY* What steps Goveiunicnt 
intend to take if the pri«e is below Rs. .'> or Rh. (i? 


Mr. PRE8IDENT: It is nifue or less a h\ pothetit al quetsi*)!!, aiid 
is, therefore, n(»t in onler. 


Deliflu Oty. 

*124. Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: (n) Will the 
Hon’ble Member in charge of the Political Department l)e pleased to 
state how many meetings were held in Bengal on the occasion of the 
last “Detenu Day”? 

(h) Did the (lovernmcnt of Bengal or any District Magistrate or 
police authority issue orders pn>!ii!>iting the holding of a meeting on 
the occasion? If so, where? 

(c) Did any newspaper piililished in Bengal disr>bey the orders of 
the GoTemmeni banning the publication of any news in this conneo- 
tfouf 


MfMBER in olMrit of POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (tho Hontilo 

ilk^t RitN. Riid): (a) Fifteen. 

The holding of any meeting on the occasion of **Detenu Day'* 
i||| prohibited by the District Magistrate in Chittagong. 

4 i^h 04 e, apart from two local newspapers which published artioles 
, |flk ifnoioiiij^ ^ the notification. 
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iaiNlivip HigK EnglMi MmK 

•125. Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAHs {d) WiU the Hon^la 
Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the question of recognition of the Sandwip 
High English School in the district of Noakhali is pending report by 
the department for about 2 years? 

(b) Is it a fact that the sc^hool has fulfilled all the requirements for 
afiiliation as reported by the Divisional Inspector of Schools and other 
departmental officers? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Divisional Inspector who was asked to 
enquire into the matters, submitted reports after enquiries into the 
matter on several occasions recommending aflBliation of the school? 

(d) Is it a fact that the departmental ofificers and many other high 
officials have testified to the necessity of the school for advancement, 
specially of Muhammadan ediication in the island of Sandwip? 

(e) Is the Hon^ble Minister aware — 

(i) that the Muhammadan community at Sandwip are generally 
poor and specially backward in English education; 

(li) that they have spent more than Its. 16, 000 for the establishment 
of the school? 

(/) Is it a fact that a certain section of the Hindus at Sandwip have 
made innumerable representations l)oth to the University and the 
Director of Public Instruction opposing grant of affiliation? 

(ff) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state at what stage this 
school matter now stands so far as the Education Department is con- 
cerned ? 


MINISTER in charge of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tlio 
Hon’bl# Khan Bahadur M. Aiizul Haquo): No. The schooPs appli- 

cation for recognition was disposed of by the Calcutta University two 
years ago. What is pending is the question of its amalgamation with 
the local Cargill High English School. 

(b) This is a matter primarily for the University. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Yes, the Inspector of Schools and certain other high officials 

have given their opinion that there was a need for a second high, school 
in Sandwip. - . i 

(c) (t) Yes, but it is not known that they are more backward jb 
Sandwip than elsewhere in English education. 

(u) Yes. 
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Tile SecreUry of Uie CajrgiU Higk Engliik Seliool sobnutied 
OB# fiudi repTeflent«ti<Hi to the Director of Poblio InttnictioB ; other* 
wiie Ooeerament have no information. 

(g) The member is referred to the answer to (e). 


MBlilwi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs Will the Htm'ble Minister be 
pleased to state how the application for recognition was dis]:>osed of 
by the I niversity — that is, whether the application was rejected sum- 
marily or it was referred to the Director of Public Instruction for 
enquiry? 


The HotflNf Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I have no 

official information in the matter. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Will the Honble Minister be 
pleased to state at what stivgc the question of amalgamation of the 
two schools arose? 


Tha Hoti’hit Khan Bahadhr M. AZIZUL HAQUE: It was decided 
that the matter would he en<iuired into by the District Magistrate who 
would attempt at a <*()uipromise, hut the re}K)rt is not yet forthcoming. 
It is projK)sed that the Director of Public Instruction will, as soon as 
possible, visit the place with a view to finding out whether amalgama- 
tion is feasible. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Is the Edm •ation Department 
taking any initiative in the matter? 

Tha Hon^Ma Kfwn Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I have already 
said what the Director of l^ublic Instruction intends to do, and I have 
nothing more to add. 

Mauivi ABUL QUABEM: Will the Hon’hle Minister l)e pleased 
to sUte if it is a fa^t that the TTniversity has to rely on the officera 
of the Education Department in order to come tp a correct decision 
as to whether a school should be given affiliation? 

Tha Hoitihia Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: That is one of 
tbametbods, Sir; but I do not think that the University only dependa 
upon the reports of the Education Department. 


Mmilvi ABUL QUASEM: In view of the fa<'t that responsible 
afficers of the department have given their definite opinion that there 
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it need for a second high school at Sandwipj would t&e Ednoation 
Department consider the decision of the Dniversity in the matter ae 
final and not proceed further in the matter? 


Tha HonWo Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: It is Tory 
difficult for Oovernuient to go further in a matter in which the 
University has passed an opinion, but if my friend will give me ♦ 
concrete suggestion, I will certainly examine it. 


AppointmenU of Modioal officers. 

*126a Mra 8a Ma BOSE a (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Local Self-Government Department be pleased to state — 

(t) the number of I. M. S. officers wording under the Govem^pent 
of Bengal and how this number is fixed; 

(n) the mode of recruitment of I. M. S. officers to Bengal, and 
whether the liocal Government has any, if so, what, voice, 
in the nationality of such officers posted to Bengal; 

(fit) the number of such I. M. S. officers who are Bengalis; 

(tv) the posts held by non-Bengali Indian I. M. S. officers in 
Bengal ; 

(v) the numl)t*r of high non*I. M. S. appointments in the Bengal 
Medical Department, whether honorary or paid; 

(vt) the mode of making the appointments referred to in (r) ; 

(vii) the number of such appointments within tlie last five years and 
the names of persons holding them ; and 

how many of such appointments have been g ven to non- 
Bengalis!^ 

(h) Is it a fact that non-Bengalis have been recentlj' appointed to 
high nuHlicul posts in Bengal by the Government of Bengal!^ 

(c) Has the Hon’hle Minister taken due note of the public feeling 
in the matter? 

(d) (i) How apiwintments to jwsts in the Tropical School of Medicine 
are made and who is the appointing authority; and 

(li) what is the policy of the Government of Bengal in making 
appointments to the Metlicul Department? 

The Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROYs (a) (t) Tha 

number of I. M. 8. officers working at present under the Govemment 
of Bengal is 27. 

This number is fixed on the basis of the number of posts recervad 
for the I. M. 8. in Bengal. 
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(ii) Ai Tftcancies occur in the cadre, the Ix>ca] OaTerumesi i^uait 
the OoremineDt o( India to depute 1. M. S. officer! iulorming that 
Ootennuent at the same time whether the officers required should be 
Europeans or Indians according as the posts to be filled up are reserved 
for Europeans or not. The province of origin of Indian officers is not 
|l^en into account. 

(in) Three. 

(iv) Six [vis., posts of (1) the Surgeon-General to the Govemment 
of Bengal, (2) Professor of Pharmacology, Sch(K>l of Tropical Medicine, 
(3) Superintendent, Campbell Medical School and Hospital, (4) Civil 
Surgeon, Howrah, (5) Ofificiatiiig Principal, Medical College and 
Superintendent, Medical College Hospitals, and (G) Professor of 
Pathology and Bacteriology, S« bool of Tropical Medicine]. 

(r) Forty-four. 

(vi) By direct recruitment or promotion according to rules. 

(t^t) The number of apimintments is 38. The names of officers are 
given in the annexed statement. 

(mi) Four, of which two posts are reserved for the I. M. D. and 
one for Europeans. 

(h) and (r) Yes. 

(d) (i) The appointing authority is the Government of Bengal; in 
the case of professorships, appointments are made on the recommenda- 
tion of the Public Services (.V>mmissiou. 

(ii) The indicy of the Government of Bengal is to upjxjint the 
most qualified men available. 


Statement referred to tn the repiy to vJauxe (o) {r<i) of starred r/uettwn 
.Vo, J2€. 

Names of officebs appoixted to hold the appointments rkfebbeo to 

IN CLACSE (VII). 

Civil Surgeons. 

Jh*. «S. N. Masumdar. 

Dr. A. M. Ghosh. 

Dr. M. C. Ghosh. 

Ih*. C. C. Sinha. 

Dr. N. N. Bhattacharji. 

Dr. N. N. Ghosh. 

Dr. R. C. Datta. 

Dr. Kbas Sabib F. R. Kbau. 
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Dr. B. M. Hazra. 

Dr. J. K. Sen Gupta. 

Dr. B. Dutta. 

And three officers have since retired. 

Superintendent f Pasteur Institutef Calcutta, 

Dr. M. J. Nicholas, i.m.d. 

Dr, E. C. R. Fox, i.m.d. (retired). 


Professor of Tropical Medicine. 

Dr. Sivapada Bhattacharji, m.d. 

Dr. E. Muir, m.d., f.h.c.s. 

Professors, Medical College. 

1. Surgery—Mr. L. M. Banerji, m.s. (cal.), f.r.c.s. 

2. Clinical Medicine— Dr. U. p. Bose, f.h.c.p. 

♦3. Pathology — Dr. M. N. De, m.r.c.p. 

4, Second Professor of Midwifery— Dr. M. N. Sarkar, f.r.c.s. 
6, Physiologj’— Dr, P. De, m.r.c.p. 

6. Biology — Dr. S. Mukerji. 

Chemical E,ra miner, Bengal. 

Dr. B. M. Chakruvartty. 

Resident Surgeons, Medical College Hospitals. 

1. Dr. T, Acharji. 

2. Dr, 1^1 Gopal Banerji. 

8. Dr. A. Dutta Gupta. 

Resident Physicians, Medical College Hospitals. 

1, Dr, M. De. 

2. Dr. P. R. Das Gupta. 

Additional Surgeons, Medical College Hospitals, 

1. Rai Dr. U. N. Rey Chowdhury Bahadur. 

2. Dr. D. Ghakravartty, f.r.c.s. 
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Additional Phffiician, 

Dr* P. Gwigaily, 


Retident Surgeon, Eden Hoipital. 

1. Dr. M. N. Sarkar, p.r.c.s. 

2. Dr. S. C. Bose. 


Resident Surgeon, Presidency General Hospital, 
Dr. W. A. Browne, i.m.d. 


Honofary Surgeon, Ear, Nose and Throat Department, Medical College 

Hospitals. 


Dr. S. Roy, f.h.c.s., d.l.o. 


Police Surgeon. 

Dr. Dabiniddin Ahmad. 

Mr. S. M. BOSE: With reference to answer (o) (/i), will the 
Hon’ble Minister l>e pleased to state what are the |K>sts reserved for 
Europeans? 

Th# Hofi’Me Sir BI40Y PRASAD SINGH ROY: Sir. a number 
of the Civil Surgeoncies — the Superintendentship of the Presidency 
General Ifospital and two Professorshifw in the Medicml College — 
these are the posts reserved for European members of the I.M.S. 


Mr. S, M. BOSE: With reference to answer (d) (u), is it the 
policy of the Government of Bengal to give preference to Beugaloes, 
other things being the same? 

TIm NOfi*bl« Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SYAMAPROSAD MOOKERdEB: With regard to iiv), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state fiom which province all these 
Aon*Beugalee I.M.S. officers have come? 

Tlli Heiinilt Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: Mostly from the 
Fnajab, I believe, but Government are not supposed to know their 
lilaces of origin. 
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Mr. iYAMAPROSAO MOOKEMEE: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state if it is possible to ensure that non-Bengalee officers 
may be recruited from different parts of India and not from one 
province alone P 

The Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: No, Sir; unforw 
innately, it is not possible. 

Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BiMMIRdI: Having regard 
to the fact that out of 27 l.M.S.i officers, only three are Bengalees, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is prepared 
to recommend to the Government of India to depute Bengalee I.M.S. 
officers, if available, in future? 


The HOfl'hla Sir BldOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: This Government 
have no say on that point. 


Rai Bahadur KESHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Is it then the 
policy of Government not to give preference to Bengalees in the case 
of all-India services? 


Tha Hon’ble Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY; In the case of 
all-India services, the choice lies with the Government of India. 


Mutlimi in Calcutta Medical College. 

M27. Mautvi AZIZUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the I^)cul Self-Government Department be 
pleased to lay down on the table a statement showing for the various 
departments of Medical College of Bengal and its various attached 
Hospitals— 

(i) the present total numbers of — 

(.4) the Professors and their Assistants. 

(B) the Visiting staffs both senior and junior including paid 

or honorary, 

(C) Resident Medical Officers, 

(/)) Registrar and Aniesthetista, 

(ff) Clinical Pathologists and Demonstrators, 

(F) House staffs and other medical workers; 
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hov numy of them %rt Muhaittaiadain in much rntpaetivo kind ; 


(m) liaw many posts of RegristTars (botk Madieal and Surgi<ml) 
and Demonstrators (Anatomy, Biologry and Pharmacology 
Department) in the Medical College HotpitaU EaTC 
recently been filled up; 


(tv) how many Muhammadan candidates possessing requisite 
qualifications applied for the posts in response to advertise- 
ment for the above; 


(v) how many of them were granted interviews; and 
(vt) how many of them were appointetl^ 


(6) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the table another 
atatement showing — 

{%) how many ministerial officers are there in the Principal's office. 
Medical College, Calcutta, at present whose maximum amount 
of scale of pay is above Rs. 100 per month as w^ell as its 
attached offices; 

(u) how many of them are Muhammadans; 

Oh) how many B.M.S, (Provincial Medical Service) were recruited 
by the Tx>cal Government during the last three years; and 
(iv) how many of them are Muhammadans in respective heads? 


Th« Sir BidOY PRASAD SINGH ROY*, (a) and (h) The 

information required by the meml)er is given in th*e statement which is 
kid on the table. 


St^itement referred to in (he reply to starred question Xo. 127. 

(a) (t) (A) Professors — Seventeen (including part-time professors). 
lAssisiant Professors — 6. 

(BJ Twenty-eight. 

(C) Four. 

{D) Six Contract Registrars and .‘t anaesthetists. 

(E) Three Clinical Pathologists and 18 Ikmonatrators. 

(F) One hundred and thirty-eight. 

(h) (A) One. 

(B) One. 

(C) One. 

(D) One (Registrar). 

(f ) Two (Demonstrators) 

(F) Fifteen. 
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(m) Six poats of Bogiatrars liavo beea filled up. Tlie poaia of 
Demonstratora have not yet been filled up. 

(iv) Thirteen. 

(v) Three. 

(vi) One. 

(b) (i) Five— one permanent and four temporary. 

(ii) None. 

(Hi) and (it;) — 


Year. 

No. of recruit*. 

Muhammadan*. 

Other oommuni* 
tlM. 

1932 

IS 

6 

10 

1933 

. . No reoruiU 



1934 

14 

4 

10 


Damodir floods. 

M28. Motlivi ABULKA8EM: (a) Will the Han'ble Member in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether he is 
aware of the devastated rendition of the areas alongside the Damodar 
and the Ajai owing to the recent floods? 

(6) Is he aware that the agriculturists have lost all their crops? 

(c) Is he aware that the people affected have no means to meet the 
cost of living until they receive money from their next harvest? 

(d) Is he aware that the condition of many of these people is so 
bad that not only have they no money for food but none to buy seeds, 
etc., for sowing their next crop? 

(e) What is the extent of the area devastated? 

(/) Have the Government any detailed information as to the number 
of people affected? 

(g) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to state in some detail 
•what steps the Government are taking — 

(i) to give immediate relief to the starving people; and 

(ii) to give relief to the agriculturists to purchase seeds for the 
next sowing? 

(h) Is the Government aware that a tract of land between Ajai 
and the Runoor has been flooded every year and there has been no rice 
orop in the Doab now for many years due to these floods? 
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^ It die Government aware that these floods are due because of 
i^;|act that both the rivers, the Ajai and the Datnodar, are bottle- 
al^iid and being hill-fed rivers, sand is being deposited in the bed of 
the Hver, which has risen higher and higher and the surrounding lands 
are lower in level? 

(;) Is it a fact that all the water-channels, such as the Banks, the 
Kunoor, the Khuri, the Behula, the Gurah and others, which carried 
1>oth flood and rain water, are now blocked? 

(k) Is the Government aware that on account of these floods the 
waters remain in the field and couse not only loss of crop, but also 
brings about various diseases, particularly malaria? 

(?) Is it a fact that in 1910 (lovemnient accepted a resolution for 
the prevention of floods and promised to take steps in that diiwtion? 

(m) Will the Government be pleased to state what steps have been 
taken for the purpose? 

(n) Is the Government aware that there has been a failure of crops 
in many parts of Burdwan for the last three years and that standing 
crops in the canal urea have been destroyed? 

(o) Is it a fact that Burdwan pays a much larger revenue compared 
with other areas and that in calculating the revenue ( barges, pvlhbvndi, 
etc., were included in the charge? 

Thu Honlilf Sir BR04EN0RA LAL MITTERs (a) to (o) A state- 
ment is laid on the table. 


Statement referred to in the reply to starred question No. 12S. 


Iloods IX Burdwan. 

The following statement is laid on the table : — 

In the first part of the current month there was heavy rain in Chota- 
Nagpur causing a rise in the Damodar which for a r^n.Hiderable distance 
is the boundary between the districts of Burdwan and Bankurn and 
then runs through the former district. Several breaches in the pro- 
tective bund took place and water rapidly rose to a height which varied 
with the locality. In some parts the Grand Trunk Rood was some S or 
10 feet under water. The flood reached Burdwan town on the 13th 
August in the morning when the electric power-station was flooded 
and put out of action. The waterworks and jail were also flooded. 
The loc(d officials under instructions of the Collector had issued a 
pMsrions teaming as to the approach of the flood and when it arrived 
•11 poeeible measures were taken to secure the safety of the people. 
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Want of boattf for rescue and rislief purposes formed an initial difficulty^ 
but two were obtained as quickly as possible from Cbinsura by ridl 
and proved to be of great help. 

Water quickly receded from the town, but spread to the 4>art8 south 
of the river. The railway embankment was not submerged. 

Areai Small areas in ihama Raniganj, Ondal, Faridpur 

and Kaksa, along the upper reaches of the Damodar, were flooded, 
while in ihana* Burdwan, Khandaghosh, Baina and Jamalpur the areas 
inundated were considerable. In Ausgram thana^ a large area was 
flr)oded by the water of the Ajay. 

On the 17th August, the Hon’ble Member in charge of the Revenue 
Department, accompanied by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Local Self.(iovernment Department, visited Bunlwan and attended a 
conference of leading officials and non^)fficial8 at the Burdwan Raj 
I’alace presided over by the Maharajadhiraja Bahadur. A strong 
relief committee was formed and the Hon’ble Member in charge assured 
the conference that Government would do all that was possible to 
relieve distress (‘aused by the flood. Several non-official agencies were 
already at work, and the Collector aJid the district board had already 
been distiibuting gratuitous relief. It was decided at the conference 
that all relief measures should be co-ordinated to avoid overlapping and 
consequent waste. The extent of the damage is ncd fully known yet, 
but in the flooded area, a large number of hticha houses have collapsed. 
The only ascertained loss of life due to the flood is the case of a girl 
in Galsi circle who was killed by the collapse of a house. Several 
deaths from cholera have subsequently been reported, but details are 
lacking. About heads of cattle are reported to have been drowned, 
but the number may be larger. 

Relief measurf.i.-^The area mainly affected north of the Damodar 
lies in Oalsi and Burdwan circles, and here two non-official organiza- 
tions have been distributing i-elief from the veiy outset. 

South of the river where transport is difficult, seven official relief 
centres have already been opened, and a few non-official relief parties 
are also at work. 

The Ct)mmi88ioner has already posted to Burdwan four additional 
officers on i-elief work and thi-ee more officers have been deputed by 
Government. Three settlement kanvngos with experience of flood relief 
work have also been deputed. 

The district board has decided to take adequate measures for relief. 
Government have already placed at the disposid of the Collector a sum 
of Rs. 45,000 for distribution as agricultural loan and Rs. 10,000 for 
gratuitous relief. Instructions have been issued that out of this amount 
Rs. 5,000 should be distributed to assist the people in rebuilding ibeir 
bouaas. 
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CkHumiftsioner has rtsited Burdwan sevaral timas and is in oUaa 
toi|^ with Ihe situation, and the Collector and other officers are touring 
in tliie affected areas. Kvery effort h being made to retransplant the 
arAae with paddy where the crop has been damaged by ffood by obtain- 
in|^ seedlings from elsewhere. 


Medtcal rdief . — Five doctors and six sanitary inspectors have l»een 
•ent out with 24 pounds of cholera mixture, 16,0<)0 iuftueiisa tablets, 
30 pounds of quinine tablets, GO hundred-weights of bleaching powder 
and 16,000 doses of anti-cholera vaccine. The district lM>ard is also 
distributing medical relief in the affected areas. 

Beyond the alwve information specific replies on some of the points 
raised by the questioner <’ann<»t he given as the question is a short -not ice 
one and it has lieen impossible to obtain certain information within the 
time available. 


MlUlvi ABUL KA8EM: With reference to ciue^tionn (/) and (o), 
the Hon’hle Member says in his statement that it was impossible to 
obtain this information within the tinu* available: May I ask the 
Hon’hle Member how much time was required by him and his office 
just to turn over the pages of the Proieedings of this Council in 1910, 
and how much time wa.s required to find out from the last Re|)ort of 
the Board of Revenue what amount of levenue was ilerived from 
Burdwan and other districts? 


Thu Hon’bta Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: I could not reply 
to these {iuesti()ns because there was no time. A proper answer to 
these que.Htions involve.^ looking into papers from 19U> to 1935— it is 
a pretty long jieriod of 20 years. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I haw only leferred to 1916. 

Tha HOfi*bla Sir BROdENORA LAL MITTER: The hon’ble 
member may say that, but one of the questions is: Will the (lovern- 
ment he pleased to state what steps have l»een taken for the pur|iose? — 
and that question is not confined to 1916 alone. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: No, no; the question i» 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order, >'ott should not interrupt the 
Hon^ble Member when he is making a statement. 

Tiia HonlHa Sir BROdENORA LAL MITTER: I aceeptod this 
ehort-notice question, but within the time at onr disposal, it was not 
poaeible to take up the records of 20 years and give an adequate 
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answer. I thought that what hon’hle mainber was most intasestad 
in was the condition of the floods at the moment, and I hawe giwe% 
all the available information. As regards information available frosit 
records, they may be given at any subsequent time, and for that 
jiurpose a short-nof ice question is not necessary. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: With regard to questions (h) and (t)» 
was the Hon’ble Member aware of the annual flooding of the tract of 
land between the A jay and the Kunoor, when he was recently at 
Bui cl wan? 

The Hon’bla Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: Sir, the hon’ble 

memlcer is giving some information and is not asking any question. 

I am personally not aware of these facts. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Sir, I beg to submit that the answers 
given are very unsatisfactory, and I appeal to you, Sir, 

Mfi PRE8IDENT: But the rules do not permit you to discuss the 
merits or demerits of any particular answer, although you are at 
liberty to put supplementary questions to have your points cleared. I 
cannot allow you to criticise an answer. You must be ingenuous 
enough to get your jKiints cleared by supplementary questions. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: Has the Hon’ble Member 
visited any area outside the town of Burdwan at the time of his recent 
tour to the flood^ffected areas? 

Tha Hon’bM 8ir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: I have. 

Mr. 8HANTI 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: May I have the names 
of the places he visited? 

The Hon’bla 8ir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: I do not remember 

the names of the places I visited. 

Mauivi ABUL KA8EM: Has the Hon^ble Member been in any 
part of the Ehandakosh thanaP 

Tht Hoii*bie 8ir BRCKIENDRA LAL MITTER: No, Sir, I had 
not been there, 

Khan BMiaiter MUHAMMAD ABDUL MDMIN: May I enquire 
of the Hon*ble Member if, at the conference held at Burdwan^ the 
oauses of these periodical floods were examined? 



Q1IE8TI0K& 


m 



Sir tllMiNDIIA LAL MITTillt Ko, Sir. At tb« 
,,0O|p|irMioe, we were anxious to consider the question ol affording^ 
imiHiediate relief to the sufferers, and nothing else was taken into- 
ooknideration. 


Khan SahaSlir MUHAMMAD ASOUL MOMIN: Is it the inten- 
tion of the Hon 'Me Member that after his immediate distractions are 
ever, he will take up the (|uestion of how to prevent the recurrence 
of such floods F 


Thi Hon*ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: Sir, it is the 
intention of Government to examine the whole question in the light 
of the experience gained from the recent flood, but what the lessona 
of this will be, have not yet (nstallised. 

Miulvi ABUL KA8EM: Are not the lest^ons obtained from the 
floods of 191G and 191*1 before the Ilon'ble Member, to come to a 
proper decision F 

Thi Hon’bli Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER S That is much too 
Tague a question for an answer. 

Mr, NARENORA KUMAR BASU: May I rise to a point of 
order, SirF Is it permissible, Sir, for an Hon’ble Member of Govern- 
ment, when he has already accepte<l a short-notice (juestion having’ 
several points to l>e answered, to answer some of them at his dim ret ion, 
and refuse to answer others F 


Mr. PRESIDENT. When an Hon’ble Meml^er undertakes to 
answer a short-notiw question, it is i-eally courtesy shown by him to 
the questioner. Questions may sometimes be put which are not easy 
to answer at short notice. An allowance should, therefore, be madw 
by the members of the House in such cases. But the right to jmt 
supplemental^^ questions belongs to them and that should be taken as 
a sufficient safeguard. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIO^S 

(ancwin to which wero laid on the taUe) 

Rcfiwal of motor-oir Hoonoot. 

SS. Maulfi MITHAMMAD SOLAIMAN: (a) Will the Hon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Ixical Self-Government Department lie pleesecf 
to state ghether it is a fact that the period of license for cars expires 
on the let March of every yearF 
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(ft) If th# Aninrar to (a) U m tke wip tlie HWfab 

Kiiuster be pleaeed to etate wbether there ia a&jr definite period of 
lor the renewal of the libenaop 

(c) Will the Eon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any notion 
is given before the expiry of the license ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ Me Minister aware that the license cannot bo 
renewed in a day on account of great congestion of persons in tio 
office? 

Tho Hofi’Mo Sir BUOY PRABAO SINGH ROY: (a) No. The 

cnember is referred to rule 21 of the Bengal Motor Vehicles Tax Rules. 

(ft) Does not arise, 

(c) and (d) No. 


Lmvo tHooranoea of monitlt. 

61. Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BASUs (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Meml)er in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether there are any rules regulating the grant of leave to menials 
employed in the Secretariat and the subordinate offices? 

(ft) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hoif^le 
Mcinl)er be pleased to state whether those rules have been revised 
recently? 

(c) If the rules ha\e rec'ently been revised, will the Hon’ble Member 
be pleased to state whether by the revision the leave allowances which 
the menials used to get previously have since been reduced? 

(^ If the leave allowance have been curtailed, will the Hon’ble 
Member be pleased to state whether the Government are contemplating 
further revision of those rules so as to entitle the menials to get their 
former allowances? 


MEMBER Hi oharga of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (tlio Honlllo 
Bir dolin Woodlioad): (a) and (ft) Tes. 

(r) The revised leave rules have not adversely affected the leave 
allowances of these menials: but a recent reclassification of the j^y 
of some of them has had the unintended effect of reducing their leave 
allowances in certaia circumstances. 

(i) Yae. 



Ml 

JHAIIEIIDRA KUMAR MtU: WiU Uie Hon'M. MemW b? 

IpiMilft’ to siato whether the menials who had their leaee aUowaneea 
rodnood under the circumstances mentioned in answer (e), will have 
their; duet refunded to ihemP 



Hm HOfililt Sir 40HN WOOOHEAO: 

with retrospective effect. 


The rules will be chan^d 


Inprovamoiit of livooloek. 

pr tt Rai Bldll^r SATYA KINKAR SAHAMAt (a) Will the 
Hon hie Minister in charjfe of the Agriculture and Industries Depart* 
ment be pleased to state what 8tej>8, if any, have been taken by the 
Government to grive effect to the UHsurance, fjfiven in reply to a previoua 
question of improving- the livestcK-k of the province? 

(^) If any steps have l)een taken, have they been found to be 
auceessful? 


The Hofi’ble Ntwab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Relanpiiri (a) and 

^b) statement is laid on the table. 


Siatem^nt referred to in the reply to ou»lnrred question No. 62. 

In the answer to starred question No. 96 asked by the member 
at the meeting of the Council held on 5th March, reference waa 

made to the jwlicy of Government to improve the cattle and buffalo 
stock of the province by the introduction of jiedigree bulls for breeding 
pi;|ri> 08 e 8 as well as to the fact that stud bulls are actually distributed 
and also maintained at the Govei-nment farms for breeding purposes. 
Reference was also made to the scheme for the improvement of cattle 
by the grant of premia to bull owners, and the Poultry Section in the 
Dacca Farm. 

Apart from the normal work of making the services of the bulls 
maintained at the farms available to the public for breeding purpoeee 
ind the distribution of stud bulls from the Cattle Section, a measure 
of success has been achieved in the districts of Malda, Rajshahi, Nadia 
And Hooghly where the cattle improvement scheme has been in opera* 
tor under the charge of two Livestock Officers. During 1934-35 the 
bulls served 2,733 cows against 2,333 in the preceding year. As a 
result of propaganda an appreciable advance has been made in the 
{rowing of fodder crops, better care of stud bulls and the rearing of 
dieir progeny. There has also been a public demand for the extensiofi 

11 
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of tlio icheme. Goverament have accordingly sanctionild the entertain- 
ment of three additional Livestock Officers bringing the te«^l number 
to five. These officers are now working in ten districts, viz., Malda- 
Bajshahi, Hooghly-Bankura, Nadia-Murshidabad, Noakhali-Tippera 
and ])ac(ia-Faridpur. Government have also sanctioned the grant of 
premia to owners of 120 bulls at Bs. 5 each per mensem daring the 
current year. 

A scheme for intensive work on cattle improvement in the above 
ten districts has been sanctioned. It is proposed to give effect to it as 
soon as possible. 

The main part of the scheme is to distribute 1,000 pure bred bulls 
in the al)ove ten districts at 100 per district. Ten Veterinary Assistant 
Surgeons will also be employed to assist the Livestock Officers in the 
work of propaganda, inspection, castration and immunisation of young 
sto(!k. A bull will be kept in a union under the charge of a selected 
person who w'ill be allowed to charge fees for the service of the bull 
for meeting the cost of its upkeep. The scheme also provides for 
the introduction of Napier glass for supplying fodder for cattle in those 
districts. 

Investigation into problems of animal nutrition is also lieiug carried 
on with grants from the Imperial Council of Agricultural Research. 

Since las! year arrangement has been made for the free distribution 
of cockerels and eggs to cultivators in selected villages in Dacca, 
ChiiiHura and Uajshahi districts from the Poultry Section in the D^ca 
Farm on condition that the cultivators should sell their own male stock 
and not use them for breeding puq)oses. Government have also 
sanctioned a scheme for improvement of poultry" in the ten districts 
supervised by the Tiivestiw k Officers referred to above. 2(t selected mating 
birds being distributed in each district from the Poultry Section in 
the Dacca Farm in the villages which agree to dispose of their old male 
stock. 



Khan Bahadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: Is it the opinion 
of the Tlon’hle Minister that the appointment of three additional live- 
sto<‘k offi(*ers will meet the re<iuirements of the whole province? 

The Hon’hia Nawab K, C, M, FAROQUI, of Ratai^Nir: The hon’ble 

member is referred to my spt»eeh made the other dav while makihg a 
demand for a grant in this conne^’tion. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Is it not a fact 

that the premium bull sy.stem has l>een a failure? 

TNI HonTila Ninvah K. C. M. FAROQUI, of RatMipirs No, Sir. 

The sptto has been working very satisfactorily. 
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pmM mo MAJID lAICAIi: Ha?e tka livestock officers any 
apa<iltl knowledge in their lines? 

nw Honnilo NmrMi K. G. M. FADOQUI, of RatmiNir: Yes, Sin 

Maillvi SYED MAJID BAKtH: Do these ofHrers hold any special 
degree or any other spec'ial qUalifioations alwut live-stock matters? 

Tho Honlilo Ntwab K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Ratinpurs I want 

notice; it is very dithnilt to say that offhand. 

Rai Bahadur KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERJI: What is the total 
amount of grant Govejninenl is re(|iiircd to pay for the premium bull 
eysteiii ? 

Tho Hon’blo Nawab K. C. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: 1 want 

notice. 


Faridpur railway atalion. 

B8. Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHANs Will the Hoirble Member in 
charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department be pleased to 
atate— 

(t) what will be the class of the new* Faridpur railway station 
now under construction; 

(it) whether it will be a station befitting a district town and tho 
terminus of a railway Fine; 

(lit) whether there will he adecpiate arrangement at the now station 
for accommodating trains like I*iijah Bazar Special, Week- 
end-Fliers, etc. ; and 

(ir) when is the new station likely to be ojiened for possongor 
trains ? 

Tho Hon’blo fir JOHN WOODHEAO: (/) A second class station. 

(ft) Yes. The station building will lie according to standani type 
(second class) with medium height platform and a suitable covered 
enrriage way. 

(m) A platform line with a loop to accommodate a full length 
passenger train, but not the Pujah Baaar Special, will be provided 

wt iho aM^n. 

(fr) About Ist October, 1936. 
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Bunau of oiqrioymont. 

64. Rai Bahadur SATYEHDRA KUMAR DAS: WiU the Eon’ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desirability 
of opening a central bureau of employment in Calcutta with branches 
and sub-branches in ihe mufassal districts, subdivisional towns and 
union board areas for assisting educated and uneducated labour to 
migrate to centres of employment and to obtain employment in different 
industries, transport concerns and plantations? 

The Hon’ble Nawab K. G. M. FAROQUI, of Ratanpur: No. The 

question of opening an employment bureau for l)oth educated and unedu- 
cated lal)Our was considered previously but it was decided that, so 
far ns educated laboiir is concerned, any action on the lines suggested 
was impracticn])le and that in regi\rd to uneducate<l labour it was not 
only unnecessary but |)ositivoly undesirable. Government adhere to 
that decision. 


Drainaga and aawage outfall canal over Bhangoro area. 

SB. Maulvi ABUL KABEM: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
chaw (»f the lax'al Solf-Goveiinnent Department be pleased to state 
wind her the Government have approved Dr. Dey’s dniinage and 
sewage outfall canal over the llhangore area with some modification? 

(6) Did the Goveniment take the oi)inion of ihe experts ns to the 
soundness of the scheme on sanitary basis? 

(c) Is the Ilon’ble Minister aware that a public meeting held on 
the 26th May, 1936, prote.sted against the flow of the sewage over the 

nreaP 

(d) Have the Government considered the question of the ultimata 
affect of this sewage canal on the property and the people residing 
within 2 miles of the projKMed canal ? 

Tha Hon'Mo Sir BI«IOY PRASAD BINCH ROY: (a) Preliminaiy 
sanction has been given under section 251 of the Calcutta Municipal 
Act. 

(b) Government have .since taken the opinion of experts <m tha 
subject. 

(c) Yes. 

(d) Tbe mattar will be fully considered before final sanction is 
given under section 14. 
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WorlOtig 0f tiii Hm Mm, 

m MlMriJa SRIi CHANDRA HANDY, of (a) Will 

tlie Bon’ble Member in charge of the Conunerce Department be pleaaed 
to ftaia whether Mr. M. L. Darling, c.i.r., i.c.s., appointed to enquire 
into the working of the loan offices of Bengal, has submitted his report 
to the GoTemmentP 

(h) If the answer to (o) is in the affirmative, are the Qovemment 
considering the desirability of publishing the same? 

(c) What steps, if any, do the Government pro|>o8e to take in order 
to put the loan companies on a sounder position and remodel them on 
approved lines? 

(d) What reasons led the Government to appoint Mr. Darling to 
enquire into the working of the loan companies? 

(c) Is it not a foot that the 0<»vernmeiii had the reports of the 
Provincial Banking Riiquirv (^ommittee and the rentral Banking 
Enquiry Committee before them? 

(/) What special experience of the peculiar economic conditions of 
Bengal had Mr. M. L. Darling, justifying his appointment to report 
on the loan offices? 


MEMBER in charge of COMMERCE DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble 
Sir dohn Woodhead): (a) Yes. 

(h) Government do not propose to publish Mr. Darling’s rei>ort. 

(c) The attention of the hon’hle inemlier is invited to the replies 
given to (c) (t) and (m) of question No. 46 asked by Mr. Ananda 
Mohan Poddar on the 19th August, 1935. 

{d) The attention of the hon’ble memWr is drawn to the reply 
given to (/>), ir\ {d) and (e) of the question asked by him on the 
2l8t March, 1935. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) Government are not aware that the fall in price of agricultural 
produce which is mainly resjwnsible for the financial difficulties of 
loan offices in Bengal is peculiar to this province. 

Babu HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will the Ilon’ble 
Member he pleased to state the reasons for not publishing Mr. Darling’s 
report? 

me Hentde Sir dOHN WOODHEAD: T did not think it 
advisable, l^ir. 
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Bldni HEM CHANDRA ROY CHOUDHURI: Will 

Member \>e pleased to give ns tbe reasans for not thinking it^tadvisablo 
to publish the report? * 

f 

The Hofiliie Sir ilOHN WOODHEAD: I did not t^ink that it 
would do any good. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: Is it because Mr. Darling fell 
foul of the department concerned? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD; No, certainly not. I 
expected that question, Sir. (Laughter.) 

Dacca Mimicipallty. 

67. Maiilvi ABDUL GHANI CHOWDHURY: (n) Is the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Local Self-Government llepartment aware 
that the Mussalmnn cominisHionerH of the Dacca Municipality are not 
attending meetings of the Board .since the I9th June, 19d5? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble 
Minister be pleased to .state wdiether he is in pos.ses.sion of the informa- 
tion as to the reasons w’hy they have taken such steps? 

The Hon’bla Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) Yes. 

(h) It is rejMirted that Mussalinan commissioners have been absenting 
themselves, because a Hindu gentleman was on the 19th June, 1935, 
appointed as the municipal as.sessor. 

Improvement of vegetable and fruit growing industries. 

S8. Rai Bahadur SATYA KINKAR 8AHANA: Will the Hon'ble 

Minister in charge of the Agriculture and Industries Department be 
pleased to state — 

(f) wliut steps, if any, have been taken by the (Tovermnent to give 
effect to the assurance given in reply to a previous ques- 
tion, of producing within the province iwtatoes during the 
rains, early cauliflowers, mangoes, lichis, oranges and other 
edibles which are imported from places outside the province; 
and 

(u) whether any steps have been taken to introduce vegetaUe 
cultivation and arboriculture in the agricultural farms of 
the districts of Bankura, Birbhum, Midiiapore, Bnrdwan, 
Nadia and of other districts which are favourable for the 
purpose ? 
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m NamU K. G. M. FAROQUI« 0f Rilai^i («) Thu 

Depfpimeil of Agriculture haa beeu aupplying large quantities of (Ulfer- 
ent tarietien of English vegetable seeds including early cauliflower 
throughout ^e province. The conditions during the rains are not suit* 
able for growing potatoes in Bengal districts. At the horticultural 
station at Krishnagar exfieriineuts for the improvement of fruit growing 
industries are being carried out. 

(u) No arboricultural work is done in tlie Hgrn'ultural farms. All 
farms, however, grow vegetables, e.Hpecially English vegetables. 


Ahttmillah Sotiooi of Engtfiuuring. 

69. MautYi ABDUL GHANI CHOWOHURY: {a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in churgt* of the Education Department l)e pleased to 
state whether it is a fact (bat applications were culled for from Muham- 
madans and members of the depressed classes for filling up the post of 
(he storekeeper of tlie Absainilbdi School ot Engineering, Ibn eay 

ih) If the answer t-o {n) is in the affirmative, how many applications 
fn)m the Muhammadans and depressed clasji candidates were reieivedP 

(r) Is it a fact (lint the principal of the said school has appointed 
a Baidya hv caste to fill np that vacancy? 

(d) Is the Iloirhle Minister aware that there were many qualified 
candidates answering to the specifications in the advertisement? 

(e) Is it a fact that the gentleman upiwinted above 35 years of 
age and is a relation of an Assistant Foreman of the Workshop of the 
said school? 

(/) Is it a fact that the se<*ond clerk of the said scliool, who is an 
invalid, has been allowed to continue in servi<‘e after the expiry of bis 
term of office in June last, without the sanction of the Governing Body 
or the I)ire<‘tor of Fuhlie Instruction? 

(f/) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister he pleased to state ^^lJut steps, if any, are. l)eing taken in the 
matter? 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: (a) Yes. 

(h) Muslims 9 and Scheduled Gastes 4. 

(c) No. The authority which made the apjKiintment was the 
Cbvemmg Body of the school: they appointed a Baidya to the post. 

(d) Yes. 

(e) He was 32 years old on 1st January, 1936, He is related to an 
Assistant Foreman of the School Workshop. 
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(/) The second clerk of the school, who is not an invalidi has been 
granted an extension of service for six months by the Governing Body^ 
which by rule is competent to grant such extensions. 

(g) Does not arise. 


High English schools for girls in CakmtU. 

70. Mr. S. M. BOSE: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department be pleased to lay on the table a list of the 
high English schools for girls existing at present in Calcutta enjoying 
Government grant-in-aid showing — 

(f) the amount of monthly grant in 1934-35; 

(li) the date when the present grant was first made ; 

(Hi) the sanctioned monthly scale of expenditure; 

{^v) the date of establishment of the school; 

(v) whether proprietary or non-proprietary institution; 

(vi) the body in whom vests the ownership of the school ; and 

(vii) whether affiliated to the Calcutta University? 

(h) Has any special grant been made to any of the aforesaid 
schools? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in the affinuative — 

(/) which school or schools received such special treatment; and 
(77) the amounts and the purjMises for which they have been made? 

Th« Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: (a), (h) and (c) 

A statement is placed on the table. 



Statement referred to in the reply to unstarred question 

No. 70. 
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Statement referred, to in the reply 


No. 

NMIM of tClKMi. 

Amount 

of 

Bumtbljr 

grant 

In 

1084*86. 

DiUe when the ptcamti 
grant vat fliat nmde. 

Banethmed 
montiilyaoala 
of expendi- 
tnre. 

1 

2 

8 

4 

6 



Ba. 


Ba. 

A. 

1 

BftkhAWAt Memorial Olrit’ School 

1,210 

Itt July, 1082 

2,001 

0 

2 

Bltupanl Purdah School 

1,100 

Itt October, 1028 

2,020 

0 

8 

Brahmo 01rU‘ High School 

1,000 

Itt Augutt. 1022 

2,617 

0 

4 

Victoria Inatltutioii 

880 

Ditto 

8,264 

6 

ft 

I'nlted MbMlotiary High School 

800 

Ditto 

2,600 

0 

« 

Ookhale Memorial Olrit' School 

650 

Ditto 

2,066 

0 

7 

Diooetan Collegiate School 

600 

Itt April. 1914 

2,700 

0 

a 

St. Margaret 't High School 

600 

lit March, 1925 

1,968 

• 

2 

Chrltt Church High School (removed to 
Dum Dura). 

500 

Ditto 

1,880 

0 

10 

Heltala Olrit' High School 

' 410 

lit March, 1929 

1,800 

0 

11 

Sir H. C. Mltter Mcra<*rlal Olrit' Sch«>l 

250 

1 

let March. 1927 

1,440 

0 

12 

iVary Charan Olrit' School 

1 

2(»0 

l«t Muirh, 1925 

Hf>2 

0 

18 

Bailygunge Hindu Olrit* School 

102 

1st SeptcralH*r, 1928 

1,152 

0 









1^; QBitoKHrs. 

to ^hkiiorrM question No, 70. 


!>•*• «r wtobIMl- 
^ SMllllt the ttlKioL ' 

Wlwtber pro* 
prieUryor non* 
nropriptory 

iMtltUttOD. 

Body la whom 
wot* the owner* 
■hip of the 
■chuol. 

Whrthrr Aflttoted 
to the C^Mmtto 
Vnleendty. 

diwcltl grant. If aBr, 
the iiiMMuitaad ttia 
porpcMw for vhleli 
they have been 
wa^ In 19I4*SA. 

• 

T 

8 

9 

10 

1«11 

Noa-propriftAry 

Muukfhig 

('ommittef. 

rnrmtonltod 

JU. lOQ for Fhyrical 
Rducation. 

4tl> April, 1904 

DHto 

Do. 

Temporarily recoc- 
nised. 


Jby, 1990 

Ditto 

I>o Appoin- 
ted by Aft- 
diuunui Rmh- 
mo AMn«J. 

RerogniniHl 

Re. 120 for I»hyri«U 
Rduoation. 

Ut Febnury. 1B71 

Ditto 

M*n«gin8 

(dtnmitt*v. 

18). 

K«. KM) for ditto. 

1910 

Ditto 

Do. 

18). 


AprU, 1920 

Ditto 

Do 

Kmetoieed to prr- 
■ent candidatoe 
for the Junhir and 
Henior Cam bridge 
Kxamiiiathin. 

R* 75 fiir Phyrical 
EducaKou. 


Ditto 

I>n. 

Kecognleed. 


1*** 

Ditto 

1H». 

18). 

lU. 700 for the pur* 
ehaee of a motor 

bttf. 

7th Petmury, 1883 

Ditto 

IKj 

I8i. 


July, 19S0 

IHlto 

IKI 

Temitorarily 

rec<.gi)liMHl. 


1993 

Ditto 

18.. 

Do. 

Ha. 00 for Pbyalcal 
Kdiiratiou. 

1808 

I>ltto 

I8». 

rnrrr.Hndeed 


18U) April, 1019 

V- 

Ditto 

18) 

Tem|K>rariJ>’ 

recognieod. 

Ka. 75 for l*hy«loal 
^duration 
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Mr. i. M. B08ES Will the Hon'ble Miniirter be pkawd to ftate 
if be is thinking of reducing the grants to tb^^ girls* schools? 

The Honnile Khan Bahadur M, AZIZUL HAQUE; Tbe^e is no 

such intention at present on the part of Government. 

Mr, 8i M. B08E: Is it not a fact that the Inspector of Selibole 
has sent letters to some of these schools proposing a cut of 5 per* cent.? 

Tha Hon’bla Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. 8. M, B08E: Is the Government aware that such a proposed 
cut would cause a serious inconvenience to these well-established girlsf?* 
schools P 

Tha Hofi’hia Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Owing to tha^ 
present state of Government finance, it is not possible to meet th# ' 
demands of every school. The existing schools are not the only 
institutions concerned. New' schools are coming into existence with 
a claim for some grant from Governraent, and the 5 per cent, cut has 
been projwsed in the case of older schools in order to enable Govern- 
ment to give something to the new schools. 

Mr. 8. M. BOSE: Is it not proper that the amount of the grant 
should bo increased in proportion with the increase in demand for it? 


The Hon’bia Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: But in the 

present hnaiK’ial condition of Government it is not possible to propor- 
tionately increase the grant. 


GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 
LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 

GOVERNMENT BILL. 

Tha Bengal Relief of Indebtedness Bill, 1888. 

The Hon*blo Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN to introduce a Bill to 
provide for the riflief of indebtedness of agricultural debtors in Bengal. 

(The Secretary then read the .short title of the Bill.) 
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ilt ItaMto Khmlt tir NAZimiDOillt Sir. I Wg to dot* tint 

the itid Bill be referred to a Select Committee ocmMtmg ot— • 

(1) Khaa Baliatlur Mubammad Abdul Momiu, 

(2) jfr. Narendra Kumar Basu, 

Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, 

Baja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinba, of Maahipur. 

(ff) Ebaa Bahadur Maulvi Alimujtzaman Chaudhuri, 

<6) Mr. S. M. Bose. 

(7) Mr. H, S*. Suhrawardy. 

(8) Maulvi TamiEuddin Khan, 

(ft) Mr. Baileswnr Singli Itoy, 

(10) Dr. Naresh Chandra Sen Gupta, 

(11) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muazzam Ali Khan, 

(12) Rai Sahib Panchanan Banna (the llai Sahib is very seriously 

ill and we have not been able to obtain his consent. I 
shall accept an amendment for substituting his name), 

(13) Babu K he Her Mohan Bay, 

(14) Maulvi Abul Guasem, 

(16) Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur*Bahraan, 

16) Mr. K, C. Bay Chowdhury, 

(17) Khan Sahib Maulvi Mohammed Hasir tJddin, 

(18) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(19) Babu Hem Chandra Boy Choudhuri, 

(20) Mr. Ananda Mohan Poddar, 

(21) Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, 

(22) Babu Amulyadhan Ray, 

(23) Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, 

(24) Mr. F. A. Sachse, 

(25) Mr. H. P. V. Townend, and 

(26) the mover, 

with instruction to submit their report as soon as possible, and that 
the number of members whose presence shall be necessary to con* ^ 
i^tute a quorum shall be five. 

Sir, in November, 1933, at the St. Andrew’s Day Dinner, His 
Exigency Sir John Anderson urged the necessity of a constructive 
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^licy fqt the TeoTganiaation of rur^ of the np^viiice* 

Under fitis Excellency’s ^idance, the GoTe]!ttDial)|v. hai^ isiitftt up 
various stdiemes for improving the ecx)nomi€ condi^^ of -the people 
of Jleiigal, particularly of the masses. By carrying out extensive 
paganda for the restriction of jute-growing, it has been possible tu 
substantially raise the price. A few co-operative land mortgage banks 
have been established as an experimental measui'e, and the Bengal 
Development Bill has been passed by this Council during th# present 
Session. But the real solution of this problem of restoring ecopomie 
equilibrium to the province lies in tackling the question of ruial in* 
debtedness. In a province where 70 per cent, of the populatipn^depend 
mainly on agriculture for their existence, the fall in the price of agri- 
cultural produce Ijas seriously affected their economic life and on the 
top of that their delds before the depression started, according to the 
Eeport <it‘ the Royal Commission on Agriculture, amounted to some- 
thing in the neighbourhood of 100 crores. During the period of 
depression, owing to his reduced income, it has not been possible for’ 
the cultivator to repay any amount towards the principal of his debts 
and he has been able to pay veiy little of the interest. The result has 
been that the original amount of debt has now increased enormously in 
most cases. Many of the members of this House do not perhaps Realise 
how rapidly the debt of the agriculturist mounts up. Apart from the 
heavy rate of (‘ompound inieresl charged on every oi'casion that a bond 
is renewed or fresh money Imrrowed, large coiumissions have to be paid, 
which in some cases increase the rate of interest l)y one-tbird or half. 
Anyone who has read the summary of the report on the redemption 
of the agricultural indebtedness in Bhavnutrar State will have some 
idea us to how the cultivators fare at the hands of the money-lenders. 
Perhaps the Bengal cultivators are not generally as badly treated as 
their fellow-ugriculturists hav'o Iwen by the money-lenders in Bhav- 
nagur State, but tliere is no doubt that some of the methods which 
used to be employed there are being practised in Bengal as well* 

A practice which is not uncommon here is to obtain the debtor’s 
signature on blank paper and have it duly attested. No doubt 
as the delitor does not annoy the mnhajon, he is not molested, but if ke' 
incui's bis displeasure, then the screw is put on and the hlaak pi|per 
is written up according to the sweet will of the creditor and tki d<^||jbr 
is sued for an amount wholly out of proportion to the sum littich had 
been actually advanced. In order to illustrate what I meah, mSy 
hen» cite a few typical cases actually disposed of by the Chindpur 
Voluntary Debt Conciliation Boards. In one case the amotmi clapiiS 
was Rs. 4,000. The original amount Ijorrowed was only Rs. 200 and 
for it the debtor had previously paiti Ks, 860 in cash and executed 
a fresh bond for Rs. 'tOO as principal, on which the present claim was 
based. The most signiffcant fact in this case was that the debtor had 
f Uko evidence except his own word, and the mahajan ufiw soma ei|||iTa 
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vltiaimteljr admSIi^ ft# ftcto. In' inotlwtiMMff tbe oriiriW 
boij«wrf;jr»a *j*h«r lU. 3, 600 or B«. 10,^ and tha derroo 
obiimed Irom ffio Privy Council auiountod to Rn. 80,000. 

* Hiere ia another well-knowu caa# thoufih not typiial, where the 
‘ordinal amount borrowed waa Ra. 60 and the eredititr sued the debtor 
foir Ba. 1^4,000. The cane was compromised for Ks. 7(Kh 


Thf accumiilatioii of nrnnirs of interest and principal has made the 
debts heavy that the cnltivafor finds himself in a hopeless position^ 
and not uiioften is on the vei>re of despair. Kven if he tried all his life 
l^ade the utmost eflorts to fre<» himself from indebtedness, he <‘an- 
not yet succeed in paying? off his dehts during his life-time, and in w»me 
cases there is no }u)j)e of the debts being ever paid even by his succefsors. 
Indeed, in some ca.H«‘H, the debts ai-e inherited, so to speak, b> the 
cultivator, and necessity compels him to add to them and he finds 
himself in a situation of hopeless despair. Vnder the circumstances^ 
having lost all hope, he either h«»conies des{>erute and is willing tt> 
listen to anyone who comes to him with communist propaganda and 
thus Ikccoiiies a danger to the State, ckr he loses all interests in life and 
becomes a had cultivator and, tlicrefore, a clog to the wheel of progress. 
The.„Ilouse can imagine what the ultimate conseiiuence will l»e if two- 
thirds of the cultivattus (d the province continue to gnmn under this 
heavy load of indehtedncss, losing all ho|M‘ and prfispecl in life and 
condemned t(» lead a life of economic serfdom. The pity is that once 
the debtor is heavily unoherl, he begins to go downhill at a tremendous 
pai'c. Not only his debts m< tease, but he also loses in other ways. As 
a rule the village mahajan is a trader and a purchaser of agricultural 
prodvice as well. He buys agricultural produce from his dt*btors at 
below the market rate. He, hirwever, sells to them (UJ cr«*dit the 
nwpssuries of life at aliove the market rate and atiils interest on the 
price of goods thus supplied mi rretlif. Thus, every door through 
whi^i the hapless agriculturist might have escaped from his wretr’hed 
condition is closed against him, and he finds himself, as year succeeds 
more and more entangled. 

7 It has been found that the area where the people are heavily 
indebted shows a re(!ord of increase in crime. The SiilHlivisional Officer 
j^ ChfAdpUT has given some figures to show that there was a marked 
dlcfeaiip. in crime during the year when the voluntary settlement of 
debte took plac*e. The figures are as follows : — 

Oomplaints filed in court — 


193*V14 — 2,212 (complaints from the public only 1, 008). 
1934-35 — 1,451 (complaints from the public only 1,076). 


Im no year during the decade 1925-34, for which figures are miU 
were eo few complaints lodged as in 1934-35, the year when 
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debt settlem^ntB took place and, therefore, Oovemment are conrinced 
that if relief from indebtedness can be brought to the agricnlturiete on 
n wide scale, the volume of crime, both visible and invisible, in rural 
areas, will very appreciably decrease. 

I have so far tried to give a picture of the existing condition of 
the cultivator. Now I shall try to show the effect of rural indebted- 
ness on the economic life of the province as a whole. 

I am convinced that village reconstruction, rural uplift, and 
industrial and economic development of the province are impossible 
until and unless the debts of the cultivators are scaled down by amicable 
settlement. Trade and industry in the province cannot prosper till 
the purchasing power of the masses has been increased. At the present 
moment the licjuid cash of the cultivator goes towards the paying of 
the interest or part-interest on his debts. He is thus unable to pay 
his rent and when the landlord puts pressure on him he begins to feel 
a grievance against the landlord and in this manner the friendly 
relations which existed between the raiyats and the zemindars are 
estranged and if things are allowed to drift, ultimately a class war 
between the two may develop. But if the debts of the raiyais are 
scaled down and equated payments are fixed in such a manner that 
after paying his instalment, the cultivator will find himself left with 
a sufficient margin for paying his rent and purchasing the necessaries 
of life and paying also the expenses of his children’s education, then 
more money will he coming into circulation leading eventually to the 
benefit of the zemindar, the professional man, and trade and industry, 
whereas at present most of the licpiid cash of the cultivator goes into 
the coffers of the few money-lenders and thus the free circulation of 
money is restricted causing depression in trade and industry. Although 
this may sound like a platitude, yet it is one which we must always 
bear in mind, that the prosperity of the province and the State depends 
on the prosperity of the masses, that is to say, the agriculturists who ^ 
form 70 per cent, of the population. 

As long ago as 1933, while opening the Proja Conference at Guru-^ 
daspur in the Rajshahi district, I laid emphasis on the necessity of 
amicable settlement of debts on the basis of voluntary reduction and 
on the establishment of land mortgage banks. lioaders of trade and.; 
commerce and the various Chambers of Commerce have from time to 
time urged the necessity of tackling the question of rural indebiedneat. 

Mr. Nalini Ranjan Sarkar delivered a lecture at the Calcutta tJni- 
versity Institute in 1932 on the problem of agricultural indebtedness. 

I would like to quote two small relevant passages from it: — 

**India is an agricultural country and the peasants are the backbone 
of the nation. Tet, curiously enough, the peasants are the most 
poverty-stricken section of the people in this country. The over- 
whelming proportions which their total indebtedness has aasnmenl it 
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attti this torrible burden of ibeir debt i» gmdttally on tbe 
The Ind'an peaaants are to-day ataggeriiig under the turn a- 
effect of their petty peraonal debts. The little that they earn 
aftet^ a year's hard toil, far from enabling them to repay the principal 

or the full interest on their loans from the nmhujan^ leaves them 

in many cases in such a position as to force them to run into 
fresh debts every year for defraying agricultural and other necessary 
expenses. This burden of indebted ness has reduced a very large number 
of the peasants to destitution. Conditions have become so grave that 

it will perhaps he iiupossihle to rectify matters later on if some 8te|is 

are not taken immediately. 


The success of our efforts at ameliorating the economic condition 
of the peasants of this country and for itiising the economic level of 
India as a whole, hinges on our agricultural indebtedness." 

Mr. G. D. Birla in nnc of Ins speeches laid.gmit Miyss on the 
necessity of increasing the pundiasing power of the Htiyats. 

The Indian rhaiul>er of (\nmiierce in a memorandum suhmitfed to 
the Government of Bengal mdgnised the <onnection between rural 
indebtedness and depression in tiude and laid great stress on increasing 
the puix'hasing power of the roiyttts. 


One of the lelevant j)assages in that memorandum in connection 
with the question of debt settlement is as follows: — 


‘‘Various solutions have lu'en suggested such as forced liquidation 
or voluntary liquidation of debtn. Some provinces have already moved 
in the matter. In our opinion, it is desirable to li«|uidate the debt of 
each agriculturist, so tliat lie may not In* burdened with u debt which 
would be more than his capacity to repay within a period of 7 to 10 
years, from his iiK'onie after maintaining himself and his family and 
without his Inong ousted from such amount of land as is necessary 
for such maintenance. The Royal (‘omtniHsion on Lnl>our has made 
some suggestions in regard to the debts of industrial workers. The 
"bverage earning of an industrial worker is much higher than that of 
an agriculturist. It is. therefore, still more net'e.ssary to protect the 
dumb, unoiganiseil, leaderless agriculturists than the vocal, organised, 
^industrial worker who i.s also patronised by so many leaders. 

The present time, when the agriculturist is unable to repay his 
debts or even interest thereon, is verj’ suitable to bring alM)ut such 
liquidation, and this opportunity should not be lost." 

The Chairman of the Debt Enquiry Committee appointed by the 
Bhavanagar State in his memorandum submitted to the State Council 
tummed up the whole situation as follows: — 

“Every profession needs capital, and so I do not think a little 
Indebtednees always argues an alarmingly poor economic condition; 
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but where a condition on examination disclliiM a debt, of 

which the amount is always piling up and hence will be finally inoap- 
id)le of repayment, and further the transactions show intolerably usurious 
rates of interest, and frequent additions of premium, and other charges, 
such as paghadi, etc., the legitimate inference is that a chronic disease 
has crept in, and if the same is not carefully diagnosed and promptly 
treated, it will, doubtless, become the cause of the economic ruination 
of the indebted kheditt” 

In my opinion, this applies equally to the case of the cultivators 
of Bengal. < 

I shall quote another relevant portion from the same authority on 
the justification for exceptional legislation. In my opinion this also 
applies to Bengal; — 

“A further justification for such exceptional legislation, if one was 
needed, was provided by the fact that the civil courts, working under 
the ordinary' law and procedure, were unable to give relief to the 
oppressed kheditU even in cases of extreme hardship, where there was 
a manifest suspicion of the soiccar having taken undue advantage of 
the khedut'i indebted condition. The sowrar being familiar with the 
practice and procedure of the court, took care to so manipulate his 
IBooks of accounts and obtain from the kheduf only signed and attested 
bonds, so perfect and flawless in a legal technical view, that th^ epurt 
had no alternative left but to decree the amount sued for, unless it ^ 
to disregard and trample under foot the sanctity of the written contract, 
on which civilised society mainly functions.” 

The lioyal Commission on Agriculture made the iollowing forcible 
comment on rural indebtedness: — 

“The worst p(»licy tow’ards debt was to ignore it and do nothing.” 

The Indian Central Banking Enquiry Committee as a result of its 
elaborate investigation formed the delilierate opinion that the problem 
of debt redemption was one of supreme importance from the point of 
the economic prosperity of the country, as w’ell as for the purpose of 
stemming the growth of discontent among a large section of the 
population. 

It will thus be seen that most of the Chambers of Commerce and 
leaders of trade, commerce and industry have time and again emphati- 
cally advocated the introduction of legislation which will enablf 
I'eduction of the debts of the agriculturists. 

Government appointed a Board of Economic Enquiry and asked 
their opinion and their concrete suggestions regarding the question of 
rural indebtedness. The Board of Economic Enquiry after fairly 
detailed invesiigations and after due consideration almost unanimously 
decided in favour of legislation for the scaling down of all debts and 
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H Oovemment » draft Bill •■wt pabliahed 

ky :if lOovenmient for opinion and mtid^iai; Jil Jttnnniy 
Ootttliiineiit are extremely obliged to the President* and MamUH 
tka Board for tbeir thoughtful and carefully-worked«out scheme. I 
may here point out that the Board of Koonoauic Enquiry was a 
repreaentatire body and had on it leading men representing all tht^ 
interests in the province. It is, therefore, obvious that the Bill which 
OoTernmeut have introduced has got the backing and support of practi- 
cally one and all. It will not W incorre<‘t to say that there has Iweii 
insistent demand for such u measure. Therefore, it a*ill l>e fair to 
assume that as far as the principle underlying the Bill is concerned, 
it is free from any ohjecti<m, hut there is u possibility of difference of 
opinion with regard to details. There also may be a few’ meml»erH who 
may suggest circulation of the Bill with a view to elicit public opinion. 
The Draft Bill of the Board of Economic Enquiry was published as 
long ago as Junuaiy and (lovernment definiteh asked for criticism and 
opinion. Wide publicity was given to it in most of the newspapers 
and Rai Bahadur Jamini Mohan (Ihosh gave a talk on the Bill over the 
radio. Thendoi-e, I doubt very much that a case can be made out for 
the circulntimi <*f the Bill. We have Iwfore us the opinion of an 
influential and representative IkmIv like the Btaird of Ec’onomic Enquiry 
and their pl*opo^als, and although this Bill differs slightly from the 
•one |lh)posed by the Board of Economic Enquiry, it is mainly based on 
-^^leir recommendations. 

Before I prmeed to discuss the main clauses of the Bill and the 
dift'erence between them and lho<e of the Draft Bill prepared by the 
Board of Kconomi<’ Kn(|uirv, I would like to inf(>rm the House that 
in the ('hamlpur subdivision an experiment was carried out by the 
Suhdivisional Otiicer Mr. ArAz Ahmad with the help of the Circle 
Officer in the way of voluntary settlement of dehts, hy establishing 
Debt Conciliation Boanls. The success of the experiment can be 
judged from the result which has followed. 

These boards whi<‘h now* number d9, dealt with cases brought 

before them by l)oth creditors and debtors, and they settled disputea 
over debts for which the total amount claimed was Ks. 5,06,2^4. Their 
awards in these tases totalled Rs. 2,44,79n. Thus, through their 
instrumentality a reduction of 52 pt*r cent, of the claims was effected, 
and a great many disputes settle<l, some of them putting an end to long 
and bitter litigation and also to dangerous village factions. 

The percentage of reduction will Vie much greater if it is taken into 
account that no interest will be paid on the reduced amount as long aa 
the instalmenta are paid regularly. The success of this experiment has 
led Government to modify certain recommendations of the Bill as pre- 
pared by the Board of Economic Enquiry and to rely in the fiiii 
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instance on purely voluntary arbitration boards and In a limited 
ii\|mber of cases additional powers will be given to some of the boards. 

The main structure of the Bill is built on the framework prepared 
by the Board of Economic Enquiry. But there are some fundamental 
differences mainly in respect of procedure. The board contemplated 
that the entire debts of each family must be reported, examined and 
dealt with as a whole and then instalments for payment fixed accord- 
ing to the repaying capacity of the family. The soundness of the 
principle is well recognised, but it is anticipated that there may be 
difficulties and delays in aitual working if the entire debt is to be 
settled at oin^e and in one process. The Bill now before the Council 
provides for progresK by gradual steps. It makes obligatory on a debtor 
?under clauses 9 and 11) to report all bis debts and the subsequent 
determination of l»is total debt by the Debt Settlement Board is pro- 
vided for under clause 18. It contemplates, in the light of experience 
of the Cliandpur Conciliation Committee, difieient treatment to suit 
different types of cases and would not deprive a debtor of some measure 
of relief from his crushing burden if due to no fault or unwillingness 
of his own he cannot come under any of the provisions laid dowm for 
settlement of his entire debt. 

The (jtlier point of procedure on which this Bill differs from the 
Board’s draft is that instead of settling up of boards with full powers 
to (leal with all types of cases, it provides for different types of boards 
to deal witli different types of cases. The Board of lOcouomic Enquiiy 
recognised the impossibility of dealing with all imlebted families 
throughout tlie juovince, and proj)osed formation of a Central Board 
with a Government officer as Cbainnun and subsidiary boards with non- 
officials working independently, all having the same powers. 

"While it will be recogni.sed that the siinj)le process of amicable 
settlement can be worked by types of people managing village organi- 
sations, it will require people, trained, unbiassed and free from local 
influences to preside over Ixxards wielding drastic powers. 

Clause 19(rt) of the Bill pnnides for (‘oneiliation by ami('able 
BiTangement which has been found to be suet'essful in the experiments 
made at Chaudpur. When siu'h a board finds that it has not been 
able to settle all the debts, then it will make over the case or (*ases 
to tlie other types of boards, after recording the amicable settlements. 

A Imard empowered under clause 19(h) will settle all other debts, 
in case 40 per cent, of the debts have Wn settled amicably under sub- 
olause (a) on the basis of fair offers made by the debtor on terms not 
less favourable than those agreed upon in the amicable settlements 
and not reducing the debts below the original principal of the debt. 

The third type of board under clause 19(f ), vested with more dis- 
cretionary powers, will deal with cases in which 60 per cent, of the 
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have been amicably iettled* on auch tennt aa it ikinks fit, with 
alafi proviso that the terms will not be less favourable than thosa 
airtefiy accepted in the amicable settlements. 

In order to avoid duplication of work which was the only objection 
advanced by the Board of Kconomic Enquiiy to the proposal, it has 
been provided in clause 8 for co-option of memWrs to the second and 
third types of boards from the first type, i.e., some of those already 
conversant with the case. 

The Bill provides for settlement of arrears of rent alonp with debt, 
but clause 19(^) lays down the important principle that such arrears 
cannot he reduced except under amicable arrangement. 

With such different types of boards it will l>e possible to cover 
wider grounds, and it will he possible to establish inexjiensive and 
widespread organisation tbrniighout the province as iwommended by 
the Board of Kconomic Enquiry. 

Another important proviKiou that has been taken from the Central 
Provinces Act is the certification of debt as provideil for in clause 20. 
This was omitted by the Board of Kconomic Enquiry, as they contem- 
plated that the entire debt of a debtor would be tackled and adjusted. 
But according to the pivsent Bill, there will lie cases which cannot go 
to the second or the thin! type of boards, the jiercentage of settlement 
falling short of that prescrilH*(l, and cases where there will bt? no ninl- 
cable settlement although there be fair and reasonable offers by the 
debtor. In such cases a spec ially eiiijKiwered board may grant a (crti* 
ficate in respect of such a debt. The effect of such a certificate will 
l»e to debar the creditor from realising the debt through the civil 
court until the debts covered by awards are paid or until the expiry 
of the period mentioned in (he certificate. Interest on such certificated 
debt will run at the rate 0 per cent, per annum. 

In clause 21, provision has lieen made f<»r dealing with cases of 
insolvents by specially emp<»weied Imatds. Their cases leifTfiro ii 
simpler treatment than that in the Provincial IiiH<dvency Act. 

In case such a debtor is to be sold up at once at the insistence of 
the creditoii^, a contingency not contemplated by the board, he will 
be left with sufficient land for his maintenance and the sale proceeds 
of the other lands will lie rateahly distributed amongst creditors. In 
the alternative, the debts will be reduced to his repaying capacity un^ 
made payable by annual equated payments, ttn his failure to pay 
any instalment, all his property excluding his dwelling house will ho 
said, but under clause 22 he will have only limited right of user in 
his dwelling house without power of alienation. The Board of Kcono- 
mic Enquiry did not make any such restriction, but it is necessary that 
he should pot be left a free hand in incurring fresh debts by mortgaging 
it. 
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While it may appear that so far the clauses dealt with are for 
benefit of the debtor, the Bill has provided for far mcn^ dhastie 
measures against the dishonest debtor than contemplated by the Board 
of Economic Enquiry. To prevent wilful omission to mention any 
debt by the debtor, clause ll(i)(c) provides for a declaration in the 
application that all debts have been shown. 

Clause 45 is an entirely new clause and provides for imprisonment 
up to seven years for perjurj' whether on oath or not and for forgery 
and false personation and for abetment of the same before the board. 
In addition to the provisions for dismissal of an application under 
clause 17 as recommended by the Board of Economic Enquiry, it has 
been provided under clause 13u3) that if after the application of a 
creditor, a deht(»r does not come forward on notice, the application will 
Im? dismissed. 

If a man docs not come forward to take advantage of the board, it 
is no good trying to help him and he must he left to the ordinary civil 
court. Clause 9(2) is an impoHunt addition de])arririg any fresh 
application within two years from tlie date of the dismissal of an 
application by a debtor. 

Another point of difference in procedure fit)m that advocated by 
the Board of Economic Enquiry is with regard to the agency for reali- 
sation of instalments. The hoard contemplated in paragraph 14 of 
its rejtort that the realisation of defaulted instalments should be made 
by Circle Officers under the Public Demand Be(M)very Act. But under 
clause 25 of the Bill, Certificate Officers are to be the agency for reali- 
sation. As the system of itinerant Certificate Officers has l>een intro- 
duced with success, it is expected that there will be no hardship. On 
the other hand, they will be in a better position to deal with questions 
like priority of payments, keeping of accounts, etc., than Circle Officers. 

As regards attachment of a debtor’s immovable property on the 
filing of an application for settlement as advocated by the board, it has 
l)een made optional under clause 32. 

The only ([uestiou that remains for me to deal with is the absence 
of provision in the Bill for the establishment of land mortgage banks 
for payment or of the advancing of money by Government for liquidat- 
ing the debt of the cultivators. 

The establishment of land mortgage hanks or the advancing of a 
loan by Goveniment for liquidating the debts would necessitate the 
establishment of an organisation in rural areas run by paid men of a 
certain position and status, it would also be essential to make detailed 
and careful enquiry in the case of each individual before the land 
mortgage banks or the Goveniment could advance any money to the 
cultivators. Apart from other objections, the above two consideratione 
eeem to me to present insuperable difficulties specially on aeconnt of 
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ihAl the number, of orgnniBations, if set up. wuuld have to 
be Jimited and the enquiry will take time. This will mean that it 
will 4ake ages before we can deal with 30 lakhs of families. In my 
opinion the adjustment of debts is an urgent necessity and delay in 
inhaling measures of adjustment and relief will rob them of all We- 
ficial results. I am remindetl of the Persian saying: ‘*By the time 
the antidote arises from Iraq the persons bitten by the snake will be 
dead.** If the procedure proposed in the Bill enables us to establish 
Arbitration Boaids in every thana and if they are suc(‘essful as the 
success of the experiment at Chandpur leads us to hope that they will 
be, then in a very short time it will Ije possible for us to disjaiw the 
majority of the cases of indebted agriculturists in the province. It 
will give general relief all over the pn)vince. Special powers will be 
given to n selected nuniWr of Iwmrds in the U^ginning aiid perhaps 
in certain cases the boards will have official (’hairmen. An official 
Chairman may lie necessary’ for lioards that will deal with cases for 
rompulsory li(|uidalion. Special powers will Im» extended t«» the boards 
who are found w(trking impartuilly an<l sutisluctorily without any 
complaint. 

In conclusion, I would like to state that Government have framed 
this Bill after mature deliberation and the interests of lM»tb creditom 
and the debtors have been safeguarded, and I claim with a certain 
amount of confidence that the creditors will, in the long run, have 
everything to gain and nothing to lose. The Chandpur experiment has 
shown u.s that once (he debt is w'uled d<>wn and an award has been 
made, the cultivator has come forward in a majority of cases with 
cash payment and there is eveiy' reason to believe that if instalments 
are reasonable, they w’ill lie paid regularly, f'ultivutors who are 
dejec’ted, disheartened and bereft of all hopes will regain hope, energy, 
and enthusiasm. The effe<*t will be to revitalize agriculture in Btmgal 
bringing in its wake that economic regeneration for which we have all 
been so anxiously waiting. The landlords will l)e directly Wneftted 
as they will be able to collect their rents regularly and with the least 
difficulty. The income of the professional men will likewise* increase 
and w’ith an increase in the purchasing power of the rnii/fita trade and 
industry will also prosper, I claim that this Bill, when passed and 
put into operation, will prove to be a iiiatiifold blessing. With these 
words I commend my motion to the House. 

Mr. PREilOCNT: At this stage we have to deal with certain 
amendments. I call upon Maulvi Hassan Ali to move his. 

itelti IfAMANrALIs Sir, I *beg to move that the BUI be 
circulated for eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th November, 1935, 
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Sir, 1 want tlie circulation of this measure for eliciting opinion of 
the country not because I am opposed to the principle of the Bill. Tiie 
time old rural indebtedness has eaten into the vitals of the people. 
There is no doubt about it. And a full, comprehensive and even a hit 
drastic measure is immediately necessary at this present juncture of the 
society to root out this evil. And, Sir, in this respect the proposed 
Bill is a hopeless one. The Bill proposes to give relief to the ruril 
debtors. But I have got great misgivings that it can give any real 
relief to the cultivator debtors. The Bill has been so drafted, it has 
been so srrhenied that instead of doing any gt»d to the peasant-debtor 
it will, 1 believe, give relief only to the mohajany to the 
creditor classes. This is indeed an irony of fate of the tenants of 
Bengal. Sir, there is a big carriage of such legislature whitewashes 
going on in this (;ountry for the last six years. Firstly, in 1928 the 
amended Bengal Tenancy Act w'as passed with facial advantage to the 
tenants, but to the real benefit of the landlords, and that Act might 
well now be named as Bengal Zemindars Act. Secondly, comes, Sir, 
the Bengal Rural Primary Education Act and that has been a dead 
letter within such a short time. Thirdly, Sir, comes the Waterways 
Trust Act professing tx) revive the dead and dying rivers of Bengal. 
Fourthly, Sir, and in this very session of this House the other day we 
have passed the Bengal liand Development Act, and very soon we will 
see perhaps that also is a dead letter. And this measure, Sir, is the 
fifth wheel to that big carriage I mentioned : whenever people want 
butter we give stone to them, and this present Bill is too big and too 
hard a stone for the debtw’orn tenants to swallow and to digest. Sir, in 
my opinion tlie proposed measure will do no good to the tenants; on 
the other hand, it will harm them if passed into law. 

The Bill, Sir, does not touch the root cause of the evil. It rather 
goes much more to the advantage of the capitalist and the mahajan 
class of the (x>untry. Sir, if you do not root out the real cause of the 
agricultural indebtedness, this sort of snapshot measure is of no avail. 
Sir, this curse of agricultural indebtedness is a chronic question — a 
century old question I may say. Our one or two days' labour here or 
10 or 12 days’ lalK)ur at Darjeeling Hill Exodus by the Select Com- 
mittee is no match for the problem. 

It is commonly assumed, Sir, that the cause of the agriculturist 
indebtedness is bis extravagance in expenditure on social occasions of 
death ceremonies and marriages and the like. But this assumption is 
too facile to deserve any reputation. Our peasant, as a rule, though 
illiterate, has enough common sense and perhaps has more prudence than 
his modern educated brothers. He has got enough habits of industiy 
and thrift of rare degree. He incurs debts not on erection of palatiai 
buildings and not on living an extravagant style ol life. The reel 
cause of this chronic indebtedness is the diminution of his iaooiiie^ The 
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• 0 % tiM loat its fertility by too long a cultivation and no attempt baa 
beia made to improve it by tbe modem scientific metbods. The ponds» 
buthit and the canals that were constructed by the ancients for irriga* 
iioa purposes are now lying unreclaimed. The natural water outlets, 
the rivers and water-cbannels are dead and dying and the cultivator is 
to depend now mainly on rain water and on account of unc'ertainty of 
nature and scarcity of water, flood and failure of crops is of frequent 
occurrence. On the other hand, the cost of living has risen, land rent, 
union rates and other cesses have ten times increased and the present 
fall in the price of produce has awfully fallen down and thus the 
peasant cannot make l)oth ends meet ; and he is thus compelled to resort 
to the money-lender, “the nmhajati," w*hich term now has grown U» be 
a misnomer. Tbe mahojan of the olden times was really a mahajan — 
“a big man.” He was not a vampire like his modern prototype. The 
money that came eventually to his hands was not owned by him for 
himself. He held it in trust for the villager^ for an all-round improve- 
ment of the village life. He was not usurious and oppressive like the 
modern nmhijau. Nowadays 15 per cent, is the minimum rate of 
interest charged in Bengal. On the average it varies from 1*0 per rent, 
to 100 per cent. And thus we see that the cultivator is liorn with debt, 
Wars the burden throughout his life, aiul at death leaves it as p legacy 
upon the heads of his unfortunate children. Thus, the cultivator is a 
bom slave — nay wc)rse than that in most cases. The cultivator some- 
times tries hard to free him from shackles <»f debts; he parts with hid 
small parcel of land, sometimes his live-stock of ImlUwks, and all in 
vain, because the manipulation of accMmnts by the ni-ahajttn keep the 
ba/lanee due to them ever fre.sh and evergreen and everincreasing. 
Thus, the person of the cultivator like his holding of land becxtme a 
permanently-settled estate to the nmhajan and he is lK>rn an economic 
slave and dies an economic slave. 

The economic slavery of the Bengal <;ultivat<»r, Sir, is not an acut# 
problem as we may suppose. The recent economic crisis has only 
aggravated the situathm, and it has V)eciome really acute at the present 
moment. If you want to save the rural popuJaticm from utter ruin, 
there is only one remedy — tin* intrf>diictioii of some sort of drastic legis- 
lation allowing the diltivator to start a new life afresh with the present 
economic environments. 

The Bill does not prop<»se some such drastic measure. J, therefore, 
suspect that tbe Bill has been drafted to meet tbe ends and recjuire- 
ments of the capitalists only. With tbe present economic crisis, tbe 
money-lenders now see that they ( aiinot pay high rates of court-fees for 
going to law courts, that it does no longer pay to keep tbe money- 
lenders under lock and key, and they must take the help of Govem- 
ment, and4his Bill has been drafted to tbe advantage of the mahajan 
tax tb^ will have no longer to pay any court-feei. The propoeed board 
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formed moatly perhaps of the union board members are ondermen of 
the makajans who will solve their difficulties. But what would be the 
{Kwition of the poor debtor? He is debarred from representing his case 
before the board through his lawyer-pleader. He will be quite at the 
mercy of the board and the mahajans. Sir, I for one do not see any 
reason why a costly board is necessary to direct the debtor to pay his 
debts by instalments. Civil courts have been exercising such functions 
for years past. I do not see why they are unable to do the same thing 
now — everybody knows that the law courts of Bengal are empty. There 
are only a diminished number of ex-pa/rte rent suits to be dealt with by 
the mvnsifs. They might well be entrusted with this debt redemption 
business in their miscellaneous case files. 

There is nnotlier feature, Sir, which makes me far more suspicious 
as regards tlie motive of Government. The arrears of rent have been 
excluded in the present Bill from the definition of rural debts. If the 
arrears of rents are not rural debts, then what debts of the agricul- 
turist the Hon’ble Member in charge wants to redeem? 

(At this stage the Council was adjourned for 15 minutes.) 

(After Adjournment.) 

« 

Mtuivi HA88AN ALI: It is common knowdedge. Sir, as I have 
said before, that a cultivator’s debts are mostly on account of paying 
high, increased rate of land rents, cesses and other taxes. 

I for one, therefore, legitimately sus])ect that this Bill is not to do 
any good to the indebted tenantry of Bengal but rather it has been 
designed to perpetrate his economic slavery to the advantage of the 
capitalists, the mahajans and the zemindars, 

I want, Sir, that the Bill should be more drastic in nature. But 
the Hon’ble Member may .say — A simple summary procedure lias been 
proposed to declare the helpless debtors insolvent. But that will not 
improve the matter much. The average income of a Bengal cultivator 
is Rs. 84 per year. And his average debt is about Rs. 200. What 
provision the Uon'ble MemW has made, I ask, to enable the cultivator 
to pay his instalments after meeting annual expenditure and the bare 
necessities of life? 

I, therefore, would again call this Bill a big whitewash merely and, 
therefore. I ask the House in all .seriousness to send it for eliciting the 
opinion of the country at large. 

Mr* PIIE8IDCNT: It is for consideration whether Rai Bahadur 
Satya Kinkar Sahana, Babu 8uk I^al Nag. and Rai Bahadur Akahoy 
Kumar Sen shouM move their amendments. If they do not attach 
undue importance to the dates mentioned in their amendments, they 
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malft instead of moving the specific amendments standing against tbmr 
namtta, concentrate on the identical motion which has just been moted 
by Ifaulvi Hassan Ali. That will save the time of the House. 

Ril BalwAir SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Sir, 1 would support 
it. 

Mr. raiSIOENT: Very well 


Rai BaNffcir SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Mr. PrtMident, Sir. 
there can be no two opinions al>out the fact that heavy indebtedness is 
a great obstacle to the econoinic'ul regeneration of tlie ('ountry, specially 
so to the improvenient of aj^ricultuie which is the main source of wealth 
of the province. So, Sir, I can have no quarrel with the principle of 
the Bill; I rather welwme it. 

Unfortunately, Sir, I (annot Imt think that the Bill is insufficient 
and wanting — that it is onl\ a nibbling measure. For attaining the 
desired goal we want not u nibbling but a gulping measure. The Bill 
before the House pro|>oses to give a doubtful sort of relief t4i those 
agriculturists only who liave got some land. But those laudle.ss agricul- 
turists or agricultural lalniurers, who work on the land of other jieople 
for wages, either in cash or kind, are not within the purview of thia 

Bill. 

The haves, Sir, are not in such a<mte difficulty or distress as the 
have-nots are. The condition of the have-nots is so acute that they 
cannot help borrowing money and foodstuffs for their very existence! 
Sir, these have-nots are the people who are easily moved by the preach- 
ings of socialism and c'ommunism. If they be left in the lurch, if the 
age-old mahajans w'ho have been helping them for generations be givdii 
the good-bye, if they be left to the mercy of the Kabuli money-lenders 
who for the realisation of their money rely more on their thick lathu 
than on the law courts, I fear there will be trouble and great dis- 
content in the countiy. The preachers of s«)cialism and communism 
will din in their ears that the (ioverninent have not the least considera- 
tion for them — that all the care and con.siderution of the (tovernment 
is reserved for the haves. This, Sir, is not at all desirable; but this is 
the only fruit that can be expected of this Bill. 

Then, Sir, what relief the landed agriculturist h are expia ted to get 
from this Bill? They are not going to have any such relief as to out- 
weigh the trouble that they are going to 1 m» put to. They are going 
to have some sort of (ompromise of their debts, w*hich if they fail to 
act up to^fheir lands will be sold and they will be pushed to the fold 
of the have-nots. 
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But then, Sir, there ie a great trouble ahead which the framert of 
thin Bill — most probably due to their ignorance of the actual state of 
things ill the country — have ignored. Both the haves and have-nots 
are so conditioned as to be compelled to borrow both money and food- 
stuffs for the cultivation of their lands and the subsistence of the 
members of their family. The mahajanx in the rural areas have been, 
advancing them for generations without much nice calculation on th# 
part either of the creditors or of the debtors. These mahajam are 
neither Dadhic his or Pel icon-mothers, nor bloodthirsty Shylocks. They 
are co-villagers and neighbours of the creditors and are not alwayi 
wanting in neighbourly feelings. Sir, if this Bill be passed into law, 
it is almost certain that the vuihajans will wind up their lending busi- 
ness. If tlje in4ilitijan.s be gone, who will advance money and foodstuffs 
to the needy agriculturists ^ There is no provision in the Bill for help- 
ing the Ixirrowers by setting iip loan banks and dharmagolat. Till 
s(»ine arrangenients are made for advancing money and foodstuffs to the 
]>erpetual Iwirrowers of the country, an Act of this nature will do more 
harm than gfKid to the country — it will be sheer inconsideration — rather 
cruelty to the debtors themselves. Sir, I do not think that the economic 
regeneration of the (Kmntry cun be effected by the moving of the magi- 
cian’s wand or by putting the Piruhi of rdo on the shoulder of Budo, 

Sir, the hope of the llon’hle Member that this Bill will fight 
indebtedness out of the country reminds me of a Sanskrit xloka paint- 
ing an impossibility: — 

The son of the barren woman is going out to fight, wearing a garland 
prepared from flowers that had blown on the skies, dressed in a garment 
prepared from the w<k)1 of the tortoise and armed with a bow prepared 
from the horns of the jackal. 

If the objec t of (he Government be to throw the needy debtors from 
the pan ou which they are getting fried into the fire, they could not 
have devised a better method than the present measure. But as I 
cannot think that the object of the Government is such, I think it is 
ess(*ntially necessary that the Bill be circulated for eliciting public 
opinion. The best thing that the Government can do to make the 
measure helpful is to take the public in their confidence and carefully 
weigh their opinions. The country has groaned under indebtedneM for 
long decades; a delay of a (^uple of months to make the measure 
really helpful and popular, I hope, will not bring dov^ the heaveiui or 
set the Ganges oa.fire. 

Sir, if the Government be really desirous of relieving the indebted- 
ness of the country, if the Government do not assume that themonpptdy 
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of and knowledge of the country u With them alone, if the 

Oommment be not under the illusion that the welfare of the country 
ii tibe e(4e concern of the Government alone and the people of the 
coualry are a pack of ravening wolves only, I think it is absolutely 
neoeeeary that the Bill be circulated for public opinion. Sir, if tha 
Government be not eager to put in another deatl letter on the statute 
IJjook to keep c*ompany with its forerunners, I think the Bill should be 
Circuiated for public opinion. 

Sir, with these few words 1 commend my motion to the uctVptance 
of the House. 

BniHl KISHORI MOHAN CHAUOHURI: 1 do not think that the 
Bill as framed will be of any real use to the cultivators, or to the 
debtors, or the tnahujans. 1 cannot agree with my trientl Mr. llussau 
Ali that it ivS for the benefit of the money-lenders that this Bill has 
been framed. My apprehension is that the immey-lenders will nut 
come forward to advance money to the debtors whenever necessity arises, 
and they wdll not be satisfied with tJ per cent, rale of interest l»ecause 
there is apprehension that the\ will not ]»e able to realise the money 
from the debtors. Most probaldy he will not advance as he is now 
doing and the debtors will l»e in great ditiicult\ . The real <juestion is 
the paying capacity ol the cultivators and that must he improved. 
Unless you do that, simply saying that some arrangement has been 
made and creating a costly machinery for the puri)ose of collecting 
information and upon tliat intorniution arranging for some instalments 
will hardly impitive mutters. As Mr. Hussan All has said, our culti- 
vators are not very paying and their average income is sm h that they 
can barely meet their daily expenses. If after meeting the ueceaaary 
expen.ses, they lan save something then and then only they can pay 
their debts. Either by dharvmgohi^ or by arranging banks which will 
be able to advance money at moderate interest to the cultivators you 
can help the debtor class. But I do not think that the Bill us it has 
been framed w ill he of any real good to the debtor for whose benefit it 
is supposed to he introduced. There is no hurry alK)ut it. The matter 
should he thoroughly considered by the public. I do not understand 
why it should In? referred to a Select ('oinmittee now' without giving 
the public an opportunity of knowing the details and expressing their 
opinion as to whether it will he of any real good to them. If the 
Government really intend the Bill to be of some use to the debtor, 
then ftH the questions affecting them should l>e thoroughly considered. 
If dfewument can advance money at a low rate of interest, there is no 
wtteaiily te |»roviding 6 per cent, interest to mahajam by instalments, 
^ftnunent can borrow money at 3 per cent, or even less than that, as 
ihj&y teoently done — ^when Government asked for 10 crores at 3 per 
maAi' eioret were subscribed — and lend that money at a lesser 
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rate tiian 6 per cent, f^^think i# the makajam can get Ibeir 
back at ome, th^ will lie prepared to toake a grebt sacrilke. 
ar# ca»e» when they accepted even tbe principal only wkljiout 
interest. In ;«aine cases where there are piortga^ there nay be /ome 
difficulty, as the creditors may not come forward to talfe th^ money 
back on eany instalments. For dealing with such cases, spetdll^eare is 
not necessary, as they can he decided by munsift who can deal with 
these matters with some asses.si)rs and jurors, and with their assistance 
he will be able to dispose of the matter in a way satisfactory to betk 
the parties. It is ranch better than filing a petition to an arbitratiegi 
board. The most irajwrtant thing, ns I have already said, is to raise 
the income of the agriculturists. Make them good paymasters, and if 
they can manage to save money after meeting the necessary expenses 
for the maintenance of their family, then and then only can they think 
of repaying their debts. Upon agricultural income nobody can be 
certain in these days. As there is a worldwide depression in trade, the 
value of the products is much less nowadays, and it is not possible to 
manage their families with the slender income. Zemindars are not able 
to get sufficient money. Rent is the first charge on the land. 
MahajnnK are not able to realise their dues even by amicable arrange- 
ment or by gniiiiing instalment.s to the debt(n-.s. If that is the case, 
merely enacting a law without the necessary safeguards so that it may 
be of real benefit to the cultivators, would not be of any benefit to the 
pH)ple for whom it is intended. I, therefore, say tliat the matter 
should be gone into very carefully and the Bill sliould be circulated 
for public opinion. There is no necessity for rusliing it through. A 
large number of members has been included in the Select Committee; 
it means unnecessary expenditure to (loveriimeut. Why should the 
Select (V)mmittee sit nou' when tlie (-ouiicil is not going to sit in 
(tct<»ber or November?' Even if there be any urgemy, the Select Com- 
mittee may sit in J)e<*embpr after the return of the Hon'ble Member 
from Darjeeling and settle the mutter here. After all, the granting of 
two months’ time for getting the opinion of the public in whose interest 
this Bill is introduced wxmld not mean unusual delay. I, therefore, 
suggest that the Bill should not be referred to a Select Committee now, 
but that it should be circulated for eliciting public opinion. 


Babll 8UK LAL NAC: 1 beg to move that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the 30th October, 1936. 
Sir, the object of the Bill is to help the agricnlturists an^aone else. 
The Bill is one-sided. The Government should have 
situation that there are cases in which the creditor of ili 
is also a debtor. And in many cases, such creditors had 
the puipose of giving loan to his agriculturist tenants, mSl 

in necessity of money for purchasing hnRs and seeda^ * 1^ 
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fli l Hi the4^ovemment ftbo sake prdl^iiiaii for tlif doamco of 

of Aoh creditors. In iny opinion^ U4 Bill iilioul4J^f^'^o made 
Ifffjlioi^ for the clearance or settlement of debU iS kind* ol 
delit^rs whelher 1 hey are agriculturist* or not, the Qovernmeiit will 
nof %Km an1^il^C therehy. By eHtahlishment of arbitration bo4rds 
the Qo^filoi^ent will loose court-fee money and several law courta ai4 '« 
certainly to be abolished. There are other aspects of the thing which 
^akK) deserves careful c^onsideration. Public opinion should be first 
^dilained before the Bill can go to the Select (omiuittee. 


With these words, I beg to move my motion which stands in my 
name. 


Mfi W. H. THOMPSON; Mr. PrcNidcnt, Sir, we in tl»e European 
Group have given a great deal of thought to this Bill, and we have to 
thank the Hon ’hie Member for having helped us to direct the courso 
of our thoughts. Sir, without lieing sententious, I may remind the 
House that among civilised people honesty is the best policy and that 
the individual or the husiiu‘ss concern or the nation that never fails to 
honour its Inmcl is the happiest and the best of the world’s citizens. A 
man’s lamd is a matter hetween himself and his creditor, and if between 
them they cannot settle a difference in regard to the l>ond, the matter 
becomes a matter for the law. (i<»verninent has appointed civil courts 
to deal with this very matter an<l Goveriiineiit shoujd ordinarily be the 
last to encourage the repudiation of an obligation or remove such a 
matter from the jurisdic tion of its courts. That, Sir, is the first 
impression on reading this Bill. Another first impression is that to* 
undertake to conciliate the debts of the peasantry of Bengal is an 
enormous task. Something may he done hy v<duntury lK)ards, but some 
of the hoards with special jMiwers will certainly liave to be stipendiary 
boards or at least will have in have Government servants as Chairmen. 
A newly-conatituted Istard in its first enthusiasm may do and probably 
will do a great deal of good, but after the first enthusiasm has gone, 
such a board may liegin to play tricks, or the people play tricks with 
it. Surely, in that case, a great deal more harm than good will be 
done. The conclusion^ from this arc firstly, that this procedure should 
not be allowed to continue permanently, that you cannot depend on 
these boards to go on for a long time as well as they began ; and, 
secondly, that a great deal of supervision will be necessary and super- 
vision will be expensive. Moreover, Government will certainly lose a 
good deal of court-feea which would otherwise have gone to the civil 
Sir, aw my first impressions. 

of Objects and Keasons there is indication that the 
iTOMfc t^iliirodttoed because of the emergency that has arisen through 
wliicli has come upon us. But I was disappointed to 
Qpft’ble Memb« in his speech made little or no reference 
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to this point. He spoke of this le^slation as if lie meant it to be a 
permanent piece of legielation, and so it has been draftM« I eas. 
understand, Sir, that an emerjtency has arisen. I can believe that a 
cultivator, say in 1928, borrowed money which in the circumstances 
*'tiien prevailing he foresaw that he would be able to pay back gradually. 
Hut the slump came, he cannot find the interest as it falls due and iil| 
debt has gone on increasing till he finds that there is no hope ior him 
to be able to liquidate it; and the rnahajan^ who at the^'time he IsHt 
the money saw to it that he lent no more than in the circumstances %o 
expected that the cultivator would be able to pay back, now finds thai 
he overestimated the cultivator’s credit, that the bond is worth nothing 
like its face value and he too would be willing to hedge. I can 
understand that an emergency has arisen and in the face of it both 
the creditor and the debtor would welcome a settlement. But don't 
Xive your sympathies entirely to the debtor. The viahajan and the 
debtor are usually <* 0 - villagers and have been good friends in the past. 
The mufuijan is in fact a iieces.sarj' cog in the machine of village 
economy, and if anything, he has probably been worse hit than the 
debtor by the slump. The debtor has still got his land, though he may 
have lost half his livelih<M)d from it, but the creditor has lost his ' 
interest 011 whicli he lives and looks like losing his capital too. No, 
sympathy is not to be given entirely to the debtor. 

Sir, we in this group are prepared to supiwrt this Bill to a Select 
Committee, but on tbih understanding, that it bus become necessary 
only thnuigb an eimo'geiicy and is an emergency measure only. There 
is. liowever, im indication in the Hill, not even in the Preamble, that 
it is emergency legislation. We would, theretore, charge the Select 
Committee so to alter the face of the Bill, that it becomes what it is 
really intended to be, legislation to tide over an emergency. One way 
of doing this would be to make the Bill one of 5 years' duration. But 
alter it became an Act, its progress would he different in different 
districts and perhaps to put a term to it in that way w^oiild not be the 
best way to achieve the object in view. Another possibilitj' wotdd be 
to extend it only gradually, as (lovernment is ready to extend it, to 
different localities, and in each locality have it work for a definite 
perioil and after that stop, and allow the civil courts to come into their 
own again. In this c'onnection, 1 would like to draw attention to the 
section which was quoted by the Hon'ble Member: that section, Sir, 
section 9(2). reads as if the Bill is to go on for ever. Section 9(2) is 
the section which says that if an application made by a debtor hasBe^n 
disposed of, the board shall not entertain any further applicatiun'^from 
such debtor within two years of the date of the disposal uf the 
application. I Irould say very definitely when a cultivator hlalUi iia 
award once, he should never be allowed to come up agaiiit ' fhll*hh|Ms 
that is the best way of putting a term to the work of. the hoiiitt ^ 
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X do not wifth, Sir, to go into the details of the Bill, but I would 
likt to refer just for one moment to its scope. From my experianoe, 
Sir, when I helped with enquiries into rural indebtedness years ago, in 
Gonaaction with the Faridpur and Dacca settlements, 1 found'— and, 
probably these boardn also will find — that in the majority of oases there 
is one debtor and one mahajan. These cases are simple to deal with 
and the boards will he able to disfKtse of a great number of them with 
liltle waste of time and energy and without hurting auylx)dy. 

It is with such canes that they can do a maximum of good with 
Ae greatest expedition. Wlien we ('onsider extending their work to 
more complicated cases we slumld do well to stop at the very first c<m- 
venient stopping place we come to. 

Sir, the sc4»pe of the Bill in limited by two definitions in section 2 — 
definition of “debt” and <lefinition of “debt4>r.” The definition of 
“debt” excludes certain liabilities which are not to be debts under this 
Act, and the definition of a “debtor” limits him t«) a debtor whose 
“l»rimarv means of livelihood is agriculture, whether he ( ultivutes with 
his own hand.s or not.” Now, Sir, we want to limit the scx^ipe of the 
Bill .so that it deals <uily with debtors of the agrirulturul classi's : we 
do not want to have it complicated so as to include anyone who besides 
being an agriculturist has for example alsii got a shop or is a tenure- 
holder. I can see that to include only persons who cultivate w’itb their 
own bands would lead to difliculty b»r it would exclude the widow and 
the minor who have inherited a ludding but cannot cultivate it them- 
selves. Such persons are very likely to have debts with which a 
c<in<‘iliation board should <leal, and it is thercbire not a g(M)d plan to 
make the debtor <»nly a person wh<i (ultivates with his own hands. 

Bay he should he a pei-son of the cultivating class will not he a suitalde 
expre.s>ion to U'*e in a piece <jf legi:>liition, hut 1 consider it would he 
useful to insist on his being a raiyat or under-ruiya/ lucording b) the 
Tenancy Act and would suggest that he should be defined not only as 
he is defined in the present Bill, but with the addition tlmt he fthall 
l>e also a raiy<it or under-mii/rif according to the Tenancy Act. I 
would also suggest that the Select (Ninimittee make a provision that 
when a board finds that a debtor has considerable liabilities which are 
not debte under this Act, it should drop the case. I make these sug- 
gestions with a view b) have the boards concentrate on tlie straight- 
forward easy cases which are alsfi the cases which we most want them 
to taclde. 

Sir, there is just one other point. I said just now that the com- 
monest case and the easiest case is the case of one creditor and one 
debtor; but even then, there will be a third party, the landlord. My 
friend, the Raja Sahib of Nashipur, is I think preparing to give me a 
black look, hut this time it is not necessary for him to do so, for I am 
ipeakiag on the landlords’ side. According to law, rent is a first charge 
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on erery holding. In section 19(2) of the Bill, to which the Hon’ble 
Member aJso referred — that is the section which provides that when 
there is compulsion by a board rent shall not be reduced without the 
hndlord^s consent — there is eridence that the intention is that rent shall 
be treated a little bit differently from other debts. But, Sir, it looks to 
me very much as if section 19(;?) was put in as an after-thought, and I 
am not at all sure that landlords will get fair consideration at the hands 
of the boards. Rent should not be put on a par with other debts. 
Rents are low especially in Kastern Bengal, far below the level of the 
economic or competitive rent, and because the rtiahajan agrees to take 
50 per cent, of his claim, the board should not suggest to the landlord 
that he should be satisfied with 50 per cent, of his rent. That would 
not, I consider, be giving the landlord fair treatment. I would not bar 
the landlord from corai>oundiog, though I would remind you, Sir, that 
the landlord will not usually be there in person, and he usually does 
not sufficiently trust his amhis to give them authority to compound for 
him. But settlement of debt between a debtor and a creditor and 
.settlement of debt between a landlord and a tenant should be kept quite 
separate. 

(At this stage* the member having rea(died the time-limit was 
allowed to finish his remark.) 

We must have no individious comparisons made between the two 
cases. 

Sir, there is no other point for me to press, but I would recommend 
to the Select Committee that they should frame this legislation in such 
a way that it definitely becomes on the face of it emergency legislation, 
that they should attempt to limit its scope only to the debts of persons 
who are of the cultivating class and to see tliat the landlord receives 
such consideration as he deserves. 

Rai Bahadur AK8HOY KUMAR SEN: Sir, 1 am in favour of the 
motion for circulation of this Bill on the following grounds: The pro- 
visions which have been made in the Bill are objectionable — first of all, 
the jurisdiction of the civil courts are going to be ousted on the ground, 
as has been said by the Hon’ble Member, that under the existing law the 
civil courts cannot give relief to these debtors who are mainly agricul- 
turists. This Bill intends to give a go-bye to the law of contract and it 
relies on the kw of limitation which will not be affected thereby. Fur- 
ther, it will bo found that even arrears of rent have been included in this 
Bill. The Board which wdll be constituted under this Bill when passed 
into law shall have authority to entertain eases of arrears of rent also. 
But there is provision in clause 19((.^) that no arrears of rent can be 
reduced except on an amicable settlement between the parties, vii., the 
landlord and the tenant. But the thing is that the landlord is a person 
whose claim for arrears of rent is going to be time-barred. He must 
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vm iuid ke would not woiot to seo whether the tenant applies to the board 
cOMtituted under this Bill including the arrears of rent in his applioa- 
tioa. Then, if tlie landlord sues for arrears of rent and a few days after 
the tenant also applies under the profusion of this Bill and includes his 
arrears of rent in his application^ then in that case what will be donelf' 
Notbiug can be found within the four comers of this Bill. There will be 
co-ordinate junsdiction as regards the arrears i»f rent. The tenant- 
debtor will include his arrears of rent in his application before the lH)ard 
and the landlord w’ll ordinarily file his rent suit in the civil court. Then 
two courts will have co-exteiisive jurisdiction — the arbitration board 
and the civil court — but under section 19^-) there is a safeguard that 
the board will not be able to give a decree for a reduced rent unless 
there is an amicable settlement, but the thing is that there is no bar 
under the provisions of this Bill preventing the landlord from suing the 
tenant for arrears of rent in « civil court. 

Then, Sir, another point is, as has been argued by my hon hle friend 
Babu Suk Lai Nag, that the Bill is a one-sided measure only because 
the agriculturists have been (siiiHidered, hut the case of the ertniitors, 
who may also he borrowers, has not been considered. If this one-sideil 
Bill is enforced, then there will be great enmity between the creditors 
and the debtors who have so long been living peacefully and amicably. 
Under the provisions of this Bill the agriculturists will not be required 
to pay anything at the ( hoice of the creditors, and they will not be sued 
in the civil courts. If they place it before a hoard, the matter wull drag 
on for s<jme time, and they will not have to pay up immediately. So 
there will be a great division made between these two sections, vie., the 
agriculturists aud the creditors. Another fact which has already been 
mentioned before you, Sir, is that there are at present not a sufiicient 
nuraher of cases even in a civil court, and most of the civil courts, that 
is, the rnunsi/ts, will have to he abolished. liawdess laws will come into 
force. There is no harm if the agriculturists’ interests are looked into, 
but my submission is that the interests of other persons which are at 
stake should also be looked into. I .submit that the interest of all 
communities, all sects, all parties and all subjects of llis Majesty should 
be looked into by the Government and not merely the interests of the 
agriculturists. Sir, there are the landlords who have to pay their 
revenue according to the Sunset laws, and if arrears of rent are allowed 
to be paid in long instalments, the landlords will not be able to pay 
their revenue. Under the Revenue law which has not been revised, the 
landlord shall have to pay down his revenue on a certain date before the 
sun sets, otherwise his estate will be sold for arrears of rent. I submit, 
therefore, to the Hon'ble Member in charge that he will consider all 
these things. 

Sir, Mr. Thompson has very rightly observed that the jurisdiction 
of a civil court should not be taken away so very easily as is proposed to 
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be done by the proyisions of thia Bill. Sir, the agricnlttirifits have 
contmcted debts for the purpose of purchasing tools and implements for 
their husbandry work and also for purchasing seeds and other things 
required for their cultivation, and the persons who lend them the money 
are going to be blamed and not the agriculturists who have borrowed. 
It is a matter for consideration who are to be blamed for these debts. 
Why did the prices of agricultural products drop? Was it due to 
anything on the part of the money-lenders or to anything else? So 
my submission is that Government should establish banks for the pur* 
pose of giving loans without any interest or at a low rate of interest 
in order to ameliorate the condition of these people. Moreover, Sir, I 
submit that if the Government intends to bring into force all the provi- 
sions of this Bill, let all these matters be left to the civil courts os we 
have got trained officers presiding over these courts, and I do not see the 
necessity for constituting a board for this purpose. I submit all these 
considerations before the Government, and these cannot be considered 
at this stage. My opinion is that the Bill should be circulated for the 
purpose of eliciting public opinion thereon. 

Nawab MU8HARRUF H08AIN, Khan Bahadur: Sir, I see that 
since the introduction of this Bill there has been a lot of misapprehen- 
sion in the minds of members of this House. My friend, Mr. Thomp.son, 
is under the impression that when this Bill is passed into an Act the 
civil (X)urt wdll cea.se to exist and this opinion seems to be shared by 
almost all the members belonging to the legal profession who are 
mem)»er.s of this Hou.se. <A vokk: How do you know?) Sir, as 
far as I have read the law, ho long there luid been provisions for a 
creditor to go to the civil court. A creditor with money goes to the 
civil (‘ourt for adjudication of his claim hy a certain date. 
Hntler this Bill it will not prevent any creditor to go to the civil 
court, hut u debtor will have to approach the l)oar<l which is to be 
constituted under this proposed Bill. So the creditor has been given 
sufficient time to approach the civil court to get his claim decreed 
there; but here the piwr debtor has been given certain facilities 
of getting a settlement of his debt by the hoard. Xo jurisdiction of the 
civil court, 1 believe, is being taken away. It is only when a debtor 
approaches the board which the Government wants to constitute under 
the provisions of this Bill that the matter will be settled between the 
debtor and the creditor. So I will ask my hon’ble friend, Mr. Thompson, 
whether the debtor had any such relief given to him in the civil court. 
So when any emergency legislation is being proposed for giving relief 
to the debtors and when the Government thinks — and rightly thinks — 
that the time has come when the debtors should be relieved of their 
anxiety about the debts and they should be given certain protection, 
I think it will ohly be right and proper for those who take a wider view 
of things to give their support to the Government. One of the raoet 
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MjMni facts which have been placed before the House and presented in 
thin Bill, and of which I greatly approve, is the protection proposed to 
be given to a debtor’s home and his small land which he will be able to 
enjoy for the purpose of maintaining his family. Section 21, or what- 
ever it may be I cannot say, probably says that if it so happens that a 
debtor cannot pay his debt within 2U years, he will be declared an in- 
solvent and then his house and his small holding that he ^mssesses and 
which is necessary for the maintenance of his family will be considered 
as protected. The rtmntrv long retjuired a provision like this in the 
existing law. Y<iu kii(»w how hundreds of agriculturists’ families have 
been deprived of their hearths and homes and how agriculturists have 
been reduced to the position of labourers in the course of the last 
hundred years or so on acccuiut of the present law. Now when 1 find 
that the peasantry will he protected and their hearths and homes and the 
small holdings necessary f(»r the maintenance of their families will be 
protected and the men will be saved from eviction, I think a great 
boon will be conferred upon the country. My friend lias c|Uoteid 
Mr. Nalini lUnjan Sarkar and others wlm are considered as authority 
on the point, i would rather say that the “hold peasantry — the 
country’s pridi — if <*n(e destrcjyed coubi in‘ver be revived.” This 
poetry has been (pioted by many of my friends everywhere. So when 
the whole peaHantry is going to be protected from eviction on account 
of debt, is it not right and proper for us to say that a boon bus been 
conferred on the ( (ointry. and when this boon has been actually granted, 
the hearths and homes of the ]»(»or villagers will he protected V The 
iHiuntry will he more peaceful and those who are now struggling to earn 
their living tiom other sources will go liack to the land of their fore- 
fathers and will till the soil ami will )»e happy ami contented. The 
(ioveinment and everyliody interested in the economic a<l vamement of 
the country have been advising people t<» go back to their homes, to go 
hack to the villages. 1 think, after what has been said by all the 
leaders of thought, it a pr<»iM»sal like this comes from the (fovernmeni 
Bench to allow a safe hearth ami louiie to the villager, it is a right 
thing to adopt. When such a nice provisicui is there, I jumped to the 
cajuclusion that this Bill ought to he passed and as quickly as possible. 
The only difficulty that the people may experience, as my other friends 
have said, is in finding the money for paying off even part of their debts 
which may he awarded by the court. The difficulty is this— the p»s»ple 
have got absolutely nothing to rely upon. Now if you sjiy that at least 
a part of the debt must he paid, 1 think (loverniuenl should provide the 
money either through the land mortgage hunks or through some other 
sources, because it is easier for (iovernment to find the money than for 
others. The mulmjan^t will welcome a little money that may come into 
their hands because at present (hey are getting nothing. My friend, 
Mr. Hassah Ali, pointed out that this is a Bill for (he benefit of the 
maJmjans, and he is right to a certain extent, liecause the viahajnns 



^18 


GOVERNMENT BILL. 


[27th Aug., 


who are getting nothing now will get at least a part of their money 
l>ack. Under the circumstances, when something ought to be done to 
^iye relief to the agricultural population of Bengal on whom we all rely, 
it is but meet and proper that we should give our wholehearted support 
to the measure and send the Bill to the Select Committee where the Bill 
may be thoroughly discussed and improved, and' I do not think the 
Bill should be circulated for eliciting public opinion thereon, as that 
would mean delay. With tliese words I oppose the motion for circula- 
tion and support the motion for referring the Bill to the Select 
Committee. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: 1 find that if this Bill has done 
any good up to now it has spread the spirit of poetry. The Hon’ble 
Khwajii Sir Nazimuddin, as is usual with him in these life-giving and 
life-saving motions, lias gone into rhapsodies over the future of the 
Bengal peasantry after his Bill is enacted and that example has caught 
on ond the spirit has got into what I would have otherwise considered to 
])e the very practical tea-planting brains of Nawab Mushamif Hosain. 
Sir, I am very glad that the Nawab Sahib has quoted Oliver Goldsmith, 
because since I heard the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin’s speech I 
was just thinking whether in the absence of any other first name — I 
would not say Christian name — the name of Oliver could not be bestowed 
on Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin. He is like two Olivers — of history and of 
fiction. One is Oliver Twist of immortal memory w*ho is always asking 
for more, and in this case the Hon’ble Member is always asking for 
more and more Bills, not pills, like those of Holloway to solve the 
problem of Bengal in all its aspe<’ts, and in the other c*ase the Oliver of 
liistory or rather of poetry. I was thinking of Oliver Goldsmith and of 
his epitaph “.Vi/h/ frfigit iwu orriaritV* Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin has 
not touched anytljing which he has not adorned up till now. I will not 
repeat what I said during the introduction of the Bengal Development 
Bill. I will not remind him of the history' of the measures that he has 
introduced in the past; but I must say that his enthusiasm is admirable. 
He always thinks that the particular panacea that he is producing at 
any particular time before the Bengal Legishitive Council is worth any 
number of Beeoham’s pills. That the particular Bill that he is 
fathering at any time will be the salvation of Bengal. Well, Sir, 
granting for one moment that his Bills will save Bengal, why is he in 
such a hurry to have this Bill rushed through the Select Committee 
and through this Housed* Is he not aware, Sir, that the present Bill 
w'jis rather conceived in haste? Is he not aware, as was hinted by the 
last speaker, that this Bill presupposes that the agricultural debtor is 
capable of paying some portion of his debt ? If that be the fact and if 
the agricultural debtor were capable of paying a portion of his debt, 
would he be in arreats with his rent? Has not the agriculturist been 
unable to pay his rent for years and years now? Will the panacea that 
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is ipffMcribsd by Khwaja Sir Nasimuddin let him pay a portion of hit 
dehi and a portion of his rent, and then lei him be saved under the terms 
of this Bin? I submit, Sir, this is not a correct exposition of the 
present state of the a^rricultural debtor. The Hon’ble Member has 
himself told us this afternoon that the magnitude of the agricultuml 
debt in Bengal is tremendous — over a hundre<l crores. What portion 
of that can the poor agriculturists pay to-day in addition to rent? 
Again, as has been pointed out by Mr, Thompson, what is the mahujan 
to do? Is he to lose all but 5 per cent, of his capital? Is be to lose his 
livelihood? Next time we shall have to have a Bill to protect the 
vuihnjim. To-morrow we will have a Bill to protect the landlord in the 
shape of the Court of Wards Amendment Bill. We are to-day thinking 
of a moratorium so far as the agricultural debtor is concerned ; to- 
morrow Sir B. L. Mitter will ask for a moratorium regarding the land- 
lords who are unable to manage their estates by an amendment of the 
Court of AVards Act. Where are we to stop if there is a moratorium 
all round? Where is the economic fabric of Bengal goiug to stand? 
There are various things in this Bill which nre open to objection not 
only from the money-lender’s point of view, hut also from the point of 
view of the agriculturists themselves. Mr. Thompson was speaking 
of the simplest of cases of one creditor and one debtor. But, Sir, wliat 
about a case of more than one creditor and of more than one debtor? On 
a joint bond, one of whom is dishonest and others are not, or oue of 
whom is honest and others dishonest? There are various things in this 
Bill which go to support my submission that it is a hasty and ill- 
conceived measure and, after all, what is the difficulty in circulating it 
for eliciting public opinion? I know’ that the principle of the present 
Government has been for some time not to circulate these Bills. They 
are worse from that point of view than Taxation Bills wdiich, we nre 
told, it is not usual to circulate. The Government know’s that it can get 
any measure pas.sed through this C’ouncil if they only so choose. But 
why have this farce of a Select Committee? W^e hu<l a Select (himmiltee 
on the Bengal Development Bill. The Bill was not circulate<l : it was 
eent to a Select Committee. Drastic changes were made in the Select 
Committee and the Bill was, if I may say so, absolutely rewritten by 
the Select Committee. When it comes back to Ibis Council, Govern- 
ment — I do not know under what influence or under what conditioiii — 
again reviews the findings of the Select Committee and passes it through 
this House, with the result that the Bill which is now' an Act has as 
much resemblance to the Bill drafted by the Select Committee as that 
Bill had to the original Bill. Therefore, I submit that if Government 
ts determined to pass this Bill in whatever manner it chooses, to pass it 
without thinking of the consequences upon all sections of the people, I 
submit that it is as much good to pass it through the Select Committee 
AS to extend the present Session of the Council by a couple of days and 
pass it outright during this Session. 1 would make a present of that 
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suggestion to the Hon’ble Member; that would certainly be more ex- 
peditious, and it, will carry out the Government’s wishes better. But 
does it not look rather awkward' for Government to take recourse to 
such measures as they did take to during the discussions on the Bengal 
Development Bill!' That ought not to be repeated. ’^Let us rather have 
a straightforward passing of the Bill by a majority of jrotes by Govern- 
ment pressure. What is the use of having ^iis Bill sent to a Select 
Committee emerging therefrom probably mutilated, chopped and 
transformed in appearance, and then Government’s coming back with 
amendments on every section and clause of- the Bill and having it 
padied in their own way? It is certainly, as I said, more expeditious 
and cheaper to pass this Bill now than to go through the whole gamut 
again of a Select Committee. 1, therefore, say that, if Government 
is not inclined to acc ept tlie suggestion that ttey should have the Bill 
passed in this Session, it is better that they should circulate the Bill for 
publit^ opinion, 

Mr. Ba C. CHATTERJEEs There is a very old saying of Sir Henry 
Maine that progress denotes a movement from status to contract, and 
it is rather a curious commentary on the present pitue of legislation 
tliat on the eve of deuKH-racy Bengal is being invited to jwss a measure 
whicli aims a shattering blow at the freedom of contract. Would 
one think such a measure is at all consistent with the democratic 
rvijunc which is going to he introduced? J have little time to enlarge 
on this particular topic, and leave it to the House to judge. I would, 
however, app(‘al to llon’Me Member in charge of the Bill to pause 
and consider whether he could not accede to tlie retpiest of this House 
to Jet the Bill he circulated. Sir, he is uprooting the whole scheme 
of village economy which has obtained here ever since the introduc- 
tion of British rule, and is perhaps more ancient than British rule 
itself. Surely, he cannot be in such a desperate hurry as not to allow 
it to he' circulated, seeing that it is tor two months, that is, up to 
November, when tlie opinions may he expei ted. I have no doubt that 
the lloii’hle Member i.s inspired by the highest of motives, tliat he 
is all for doing goo<l to his countrymen by getting this Bill through. 
But since we are governed by a system of (n>vernment by discussion 
and not by ilictation, w'ould he not allow a little of the spirit of dis- 
cus.sion to prevail which would permit his countrymen to give their 
opinion on a measure of such great importance before it is passed 
into law? I have not heard from the Member in charge bow he will 
supply the agriculturists of Bengal with money if his scheme wipes 
out the present .system whereby they get their money. If the money- 
lenders find themselves unable to lend money to tlie agriculturists of 
Bengal under the new* system which lie wishes to inaugurate, has the 
Hou'ble MeniWr thought of an alternative source of supply of money 
to them? Surely, that must be a condition precedent to his placing 
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8udi a measure before the House, since it is g^oing to uproot the old* 
sytlain whereby money has Wn made available to the people* of this- 
coufitrj' for these 2<K) years or more? Has be got cheap money in 
hia pocket, and will he kindly tell us where this cheap money shall 
come from which* will take the place of the dear money urhich at 
present is supplied hy money-lenders?* 

There is another v|ry serious question, Sir. He is going to leave 
the decision of thdi*« differences between the money-lender and the 
debtor to a number of hoards wliose members will he far from com- 
petent to tackle the issues that will arise before them. This proposal 
does presuppose a considerable amount of edu<*ation on tlie part of 
those who will s<it on these hoards. Who will sit on these bt>ards, 
and who will decide that question?* Will they he men in whom the 
country has even a frac tion of the confidence that we have learnt to 
plaee in the civil courts of the country?' If 1 were given the choice 
of liaving to go to sin h a lioard or to a ntunstf's court, 1 would 
c'ertainly go to the latter. After all. Sir, trained ability is recjuired 
for giving dec isions on the various issues that will he hound to arise 
when the diftereio ( s are c-onsidered between the two jmrties. I am 
not siiggc^sting that I must he right in what I am saying; I may he 
all wrong, and (he Ilon’hle Meniher may he all right, btit I do ask 
liiin to giv<‘ in to the spirit of demtKTacy. Not long ago he was a 
Minister, and as Minister he was a servant of demoer^cy ; and although 
he has now been uhisked off into a pc»sition where democracy is yet 
tab(K), surldy, he cannot liave so forgotten the little democratic 
tradition he hud in'(|uired us Minister as to siiy to himself : ‘*WeIl, I 
will not listen to anyone’s argument. I will not send the Bill for 
circulation in older that public opinion inav he obtained thereon; 
I will decide for ni\self with tlce aid of the nicoi at my heck and c’all 
what should he done,” 

Lastly, the points that Mr. Thompson made a little while ago- 
have given us furiously to think: he has raised siieh u number of 
questions that in my suhniission they could not he decided within the 
little time that the Ilon’hlo Member is giving this House and his 
countrymen for their dwision. Therefore, 1 appeal to him with all 
the earnestiies*, and humility that is in me that he will on this occyision 
listen to us, and let the Hill be circulated. 


Khtll Bihadur MUHAMMAD ABDUL MOMIN: 1 regret very 
much that my friend Mr. Xarendra Kumar Hasu lias chosen to launch 
an attack on the Hon ’hie Member in charge of the Bill particularly 
with regard to his optimism and enthusiasm in trjing, according to 
his own lights, to redress some of the many sufferings from which 
the people bf this c ountry suffer. Optimistic perhaps he is : hut that 
is the optimism of youth, and I may say of a good conscience. But 
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whether that optimism is justiBed or not will be seen from the results 
of this Bill. At the present moment I do not think that a man of 
his age and mine has any right to say that this optimism is not 
justified, or nullify it by pessimism, which is the privilege of age. 
This particular Bill, Sir, I may observe, has not been conceived in 
haste. For several years everyone who has the good of the tenantry 
at heart has been crying for some relief of indebtedness of the Bengal 
peasantry. In all the Proja Conferences this question of indebtedness 
has loomed large and various suggestions were made at every such 
conference — some of them were practical, others theoretical, and others 
again absolutely unthinkable; yet everybody was wholeheartedly 
anxious to liave some sort of measure which would relieve the t 
indebtedness of the peasantry, if not altogether, at least to some 
extent. I may mention here that in ray speech at the Sirajganj 
Conference I first made a suggestion about the moratorium of debts, 
and my friend the Hon’hle Member now in charge of this Bill said 
in a subsequent meeting at w’hich he presided, that he did not believe 
in moratorium and my suggestion was at that time made fun of by 
many of his colleagues. I am ver>' much gratified now to find that 
the suggestion I then made is gradually gaining ground and that 
wisdom is being forced even upon the Hon’ble Members of the 
Oovernrnent. Sir, tlie picture of the wretched condition of the Bengal 
peasantry drawn by the Hon’ble Member is not at all overdrawn; 
rather everybody who lives among them, who lias moved among them 
and who has been with them, knows that it is much worsq^ than even 
wliat he has drawn. We have been crying, as I have said, for some 
measure which would relieve their sufferings, and now* tliat a measure 
of this description has been introduced in this Council we cavil at it. 

I submit, Sir, that this is a nuMisure whic h probably does not give 
satisfaction to all of us; it is a measure wliich I do not myself con- 
sider sufficiently bold or sufficiently radical to give that amount of 
relief which wo all wish, but Government constituted as it is now 
bus to lie cautious. Government from their very constitution have 
to proceed cautiously and this is, I think, a very very cautious 
measure. It is not an emergent measure as Mr. Thompson thinks it 
to be. I call it an experimental measure. Let us proceed slowly and 
see whether the arbitration board which will be more or less advisory 
in character and will try to bring about amicable settlements succeeds 
in doing so Wfoiti we give them more piower to deal v3th indebted- 
ness. We have seen the succe.ss which the board at Chandpur has 
achieved to a great extent; and if the Chandpur board has succeeded 
1o a great extent, w'e do not see why such a board should not succeed 
in other places. Therefore, Sir, I would not deciy^ the Bill in the 
eame tone ns some members have done, although I personally think 
that the Bill which was drafted by the Board of Economic Enquiry 
was much more satisfactoiy* than the Bill we have before us. 
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Sir, Mr. Thompson has said that we shonld not hare sympathy 
only for the debtors. There is nothing in this measure which shows 
that the sympathy is shown to the debtors only. It is equally Itoih 
in the interests of the debtors as well as the rreditors. As a matter 
of fact, as has been explained by the Hon’ble Member in his speech, 
the salutary result of the amieabk settlements which the Board at 
Chandpur brought aliout was webomed by the creditors also. The 
action of the board was in the same degree weU'omed by the debtors. 
Therefore, it is nof fair to say that the creditors are to be let in any 
way by this measure. 

It Sir, as regards the suggestion that the Bill should be for a period 
of five yeats only, I think it is o|h?u to very st'rious objection, because 
as I hav# said it is an experimental measure and a period of five 
years is not enough to make up our minds as to whether the Bill is 
satisfactory or not. Moreover, the awards of the conciliation board 
will in some cases run for more than five years before they are fully 
paid up, and so I think this Bill should remain in force at least 
for such time as within whuh a very large number of debts which 
come within this measure are satisfied. I do not think there is any 
ptiint in the suggestion that the Bill should W in oj>eiation for only 
five years. 

Sir, as regards the motion for circulation, I submit that no case 
has lMM*n ^made out why this Bill should be circulated for public 
opinion. It is not a measure which has l>een sprung on us as a 
surprise : we have l»een talking almut it for the last three or four 
years. The Re[)ort of the Economic Boaid has lH*en beft^re tlic public 
for nearly a year, and the suggestions made in the Bill form only 
a part of the Bill which was drafted hy the Economic Board. Bo, 
it cann<»t Im* said that the public have l»een unaware r»f the existence 
of this measure. I do not think, therefore, that except for delaying 
the measure for which we are all very anxious, circulation for public 
opinion will do any good. 

Sir, Mr. Thorapsim has suggested wmie change in the definition of 
**debt.” I am not in agreement with him in regard to the suggestion 
he has ma<le, but that i.s a matter for the Sedwt Oomniitiee to 
det'ide, and J, do not think that this is the place where I should 
dilate on that point. I think that on the whole it is worth trying 
what effect this Bill will have on the question which is uppermost 
in eveiybody’s mind. I feel, Sir, that this is only a very small dose 
for the disease from which we are suffering. Though it will hardly 
radically cure the disease, at any rate it may alleviate the pain to 
a certain extent and that is certainly worth trying. With these 
words I 8iipjK)rt the motion for reference of the Bill to Select Com- 
mittee and oppose the motion for circulation. 
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MmuM ABUL QUA8EM: Mr. Ptesideot, Sir^ I rise to support 
the motion for reference of the Bill to Select Ommitt^e and oppose 
the motions for circulation. I have in my hands % copy of the 
Supplement to the Calcutta Gazette, darted the 24tll January, 1935. 

A notification of the Government over the si^ature of Mr. Martin was 
published. It is numbered 1142 L.R., dated the 18th January, 1935, 
and it is to the following? effect : — 

“The followinjf Rej)ort of the Bengal Board of Economic Enquiry 
together with connected papers is published for general information. 
Any public l>odies or individuals who desire to make any representa- 
tion regarding any of the rn'ornmendations should submit them to ^ 
the Secretary, Revenue Department, on or before the l#th March, 
1935.” ‘ ^ 

Here, Sir, is a direct invitation to the public to put ioi'ward their 
suggestions with regard to the recommendations of the Board of 
Economic Enquiry which submitted its Repoit as also a Draft Bill. 
If the publi(‘ have not cared to avail themselves of the opportunity 
offered criticising the provisions of the Diaft Bill or the re<‘om- 
niendutions of the Board of Economic Knquiiv, (jovernment cannot 
certainly be blamed for that. I cannot understand wljy this reipicHt 
for circulating this Bill for the purpoM* of eliciting public opinion 
thereon should be pressed so much. The Diaft Bill as weU as the 
iw’ommeudations were before the puhlic for ch^se uiarn eight months 
and if during this period the public have not (‘ared to avail themselves 
of the opfMirtunity offered, what guarantee is there that they A\ill 
suddenly feel an awakened interest in the Bill \\hich has been intro- 
duced in this roumdl and in the couise of tliiee or four months will 
formulate and init forward their opinions on iti^ That is the first 
point. Sir. 

Sir, I next (*omc to deal with certain s])ecific (pie.stions wbicb 
have h<H‘n raised by j)revious .•Jpeakeis. I take Mr. Thompson first. 
Mr. Thompson’s heart }Tarns for the :rmtrulars, the mahajans and 
all other classes, except the runfotn in whose interest the Bill i.s 
designed primarily. Mr. Thouip.son made one statement which is to 
the following effect — that the rent of the Bengal peasant is very low. 
He was, 1 understand, a Collector for several aad also a 

Settlement Officer. I think he ought to know, if anyone is expected 
to know, that the revenue payable by the zenuiuhirt in Bengal ia 
almost nil as compared with the rent paid by the raiyats. Except 
perhaps in a particular district in Western Bengal, I believe the 
revenue which is paid by the zemindnn is practically nil as compared 
with the rent' they exact from their raiyats. Mr. Thompson had 
nothing to say about the lowness of the revenue that is paid by fhe 
zemindars. 
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Mr. raiilOENTs This does not ariiSi and you need not 

go ilato that. ^ 

MMlfi A^HH QUASEM: Sir, 1 submit that as Mr. Thompson 
has stated that the rent ])^id by the h very low, I have every 

riglit to say that the revenue is also low. 

Mr. PREtiOENt: There is a distinct provision in the Hill which 
gives the Isjard discretion to leduce rent if need be; on that question 
Mr. Thompson advanced the argument that there shouhl not 1 h* any 
such provision; hut that aiguinent was used quite independent of the 
question of revenue paid by the *CMffw</or.«, In* it high or low. 

MiuM ABUL QUASEM: Sir. Mr Thompson made a definite 
etatemeut that the rent of the roii/ofa is low. I only wanted to give 
ix definite mplv that the revenue paid hy the znnitKlar^ is also low, 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Hut you forget that neither the provision in 
the Hill under review, nqj Mr. Thomp.son’s argument referreil to by 
you, were ba.sed on revenue payable by zemindurs, 

MauWf ABUL QUASEM: All right, Sir. Mr. Thompson spoke 
of the suiK'tity of obligation-^, (tbligutions are to be enforced between 
people who^are <»n an t(K»ting, of the mune strength. Here we 

have the Hengal peu'iaiits .steeped in the «lurkness of ignoinnee and 
weaknesses of all character and the money-lenders who are strong 
exa<‘t us much out of them they can. One is in a very weak 
}X)sition and the other is in a communding and dominating position. 
Obligations which are equitable are enforced In'tween t)eople W'ho are 
almost e<iual, Mr. Thomp.son, loiwever, had nothing to say on that 
point. 

1 now eome to Mr. H. (\ Chatterjee who is an enrinant lawyer 
of long standing and is at jiresent engaged in conducting a sensational 
<'ase. I l)elieve, Sir, he has never cared to look at a particular Act 
of the Bengal liegisluture, vix., the Bengal Tenancy Act, Bengal 
Act Vin of 1885. II »* has said that man progresses from status to 
contract; here we are having progress backwards; that was bis 
implication. I would ask Mr. B. C. (’hatterjee w'hat is the basic 
principle of the Bengal Tenancy Act? If he bad cared to look into 
it he would have seen that certain valued rights are conferred upon 
the Bengal rmyat; and that the Jiegtslaiure has taken good care to 
see that the tenant does not contract himself out of those rights. 
There is a definite limitation placed on his contractual powers, The 
Legislature, has said: “I have given you certain rights, and lor 
nothing in the world shall you he allowed to c'ODtract yourself out 
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ol those li^rTits.” In 1885 thiif^^yegi slat Are* definitely fifopeunded a 
principle whereby on the right of contract was pliced a definite 
limitation and check. Now, about 50 years afte^j^Mr. B. C. Chatterjee 
says that we are having progress backwards because ieptcad of jifogresf 
from status to contract we are going io curtail freedom of contract 
by relying ujk)1I the principles whmh are adumbrated in the Bill 
brought forward by the Hon’ble Member in charge. One thing, Sir, 
has to be remembered and that is that the Bengal peasant has been 
admittedly found not to be in a position to take care of his own 
interests, and legislation has supplied the deficiency, hut as an 
infant, a lunatic and a punlamshin woman in this country have been 
regarded as very weak and not able to look after their interests and 
special jirofection has been given to them, so a Bengal peasant has 
been considered to need special protection. (Mu. B. C. Chatterjee: 
This is not democracy.) What do you mean by democracy? I do 
not understand democracy, or aristocracy, or plutoi^iacy. Take another 
piece of legislation. What is your insolvency law? A man contracts 
a debt — an obligation. I ask Mr. Thompson, who as a businessman 
ought to know of the Act us mercantile and tradespeople take greater 
advantage of the insolvency law than any other people, what is this 
insolvency law after all? A man solemnly enters into an obligation 
by incurring a debt and when he finds that be cannot pay off his debts 
be goes and tells the Insolvency Court : “Sir, here is the amount of 
iny debt which I cannot pay, and I therefore want the protection of 
the insolvency law us otherwise I shall be .sent to civil prison, and 
1 shall be dealt w’ith harshly in otlier ways by my creditors.” What 
does (lie court do in giving liim the protection prayed for? It puts 
u limitation or check upon contiact. l)()e^ Mr. Chatteijec and those 
of his way of thinking realise that? 


Mr. B. C. CHATTERJEE: I did not develop that argument and 
you need not expatiate on it. 

Mauivi ABUL QUA8EM: I shall come to everything in its turn. 
Mr. Thompson alsi> Rfwke of the undesii-ability of curtailing the 

powers of the civil court. He was a Settlement Officer, What was 

the settlement of fair and e<iuitable rent which he had to carry out? 
Was not that curtailing the power of the civil court? Jloes not the 
Legislature in the Bengal Tenancy Act provide for settlement work 
as a very imjmrtant one and does not that take away the power of 
the civil court? I do not understand Mr. Thompson speaking in that 
strain. Weil, Sir, that is also the reply I give to Rai Bahadur 

Akshoy Kumar Sen who also talked of the sanctity of contract and 

the undesirability of cutting do#n jurisdiction of the civil court. 
The sad fact that we have to face is that the Bengal peasant is 
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wtiglie4 diM^^^ay in^aoiH day ait/ with a burden^ illith ha cannot 
baar. 1 aakr If tha Bengal pMant dies, who lirea in Bengal? 
Oil the Ben^l peasant’s prosperity depends the prosperity of the 
^ peofde of the whole provinee. « Hark the distress of ilie peasantry of 
Bengal, and because thes Bengal peasants suffer, every other class, 
every profession, ^also suffers. Unless the Bengal (wasantry is piaceil 
on a sonnd, ei*ouomic footing no one in Bengal can ho|>e to prospeiv 
I do l)olieve that Government in bringing toruord this Bill have 
moved in the right direttion. But 1 agree with Khan Bahadur Abdul 
Moinin^ffiat Government proposals are not strong and bold enough; 
they should have gone further than that. 

(The (V»un<il then adjourned foi ffi miiuites.^ 

(Aftei Acijournnient.) 

MauM ABUL QUASEM: Then it a a*, suggested by Mr. Thoiup^ou 
that an the Bill arose out of a teiiijHjrnry emergeiuy the Bill should be 
of a teraporaiy^ nature. I cannot uu^lerstand that. If there is an 
eiiieruenev; the emergency has l>een very long standing. The imlebted- 
ness of tile rural jmpulation of Bengal has liecoine almost as uUi'onic 
us the malaria w4h which their body is affticted. I do not think 
that the Act should be of a temporary character. On the contrary, 
the Act shmild lie of a permanent ehuracter, because the indebtedness 
of the rural population has got to be fac^^d — a ]H*rmanent feature of 
the rural lite of Bengal. Exception has been taken to this Bill 
because supposedly it looks only to the interest of the cultivators. 
1 think those uho hove reftd the Bill will agree that that view is 
entirely wrong. The principle of this Bill i.s voluntary settlement. 
The creditors will be heard and their objections taken into considera- 
tion. If they aiv not w'ilHng to have a settlement, no settlement will 
1)6 Ihru.Ht upon them. Every interest w'ill he taken into consideration. 
When I said that Government pro|)osals were not strong enough, 1 
meant (hut Government were too solicitous alniut satisfying every 
vested interest and they did not go far enough in the interest of the 
cultivators. If all the provisious that have been embodied in this 
Bill are taken into consideration, it will Imj found that the voluntary' 
character of settlement is the main priiicijde. The debtor will 
welcome such eredilom as w'ill agree to an amicable settlement, and 
they will pay to^ the best of their ability. One thing has l>een 
forgotten and it is this, that the Bengal ]>easaut~I am speaking from 
knowledge of my own community — is not dishonest. When he is in 
prosperity he meets all his obligaiioiui. But when he is in distress, 
as he is now, b4 is forced to make default and it is sad to see that 
no one is thinking of coming to his rescue. If the Bengal Muslim 
peasant is prosperous, he will pay every pie of his debts to his money- 
lenders. it is well known that the money-lenders try to etact more 
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than their legitimate dues. There is on/otier th% thnt has got 
to be taken into (^nsideration. It has been said that only in the 
interest of the Bengal peasants this special law and special privilege 
are being forged. If the Bengal zenundirr is in the ebb-tide of his 
fortune or, as more often is the case, if hi o« account of his incom- 
petenie, inismauftgeKient and extravagance, finds in a mess, 

he can have the couft of wards to manage his estate. Capnot the 
Bengal raiyat ask the Government to provide a machinery' in the 
nhape of a debt conciliation board to enable, him to arrive at some 
amicable settlement of hit 4ebt with lii 8 -creditor, the deW, which, 
‘due to circumstances over -whiclt he has no control, he is not in a 
position to pay off all at onceJ* Therefore, I hopi and tilist that 
those who profess to have the interest of the cultivators at heart will 
support the reference of the Bill to the Select Committee. 

Dr. NARE8H CHANDRA SEN GUPTA: Much has been said 
about tliis Bill. The old and time-worn legal epigrams and extinct 
doctrines have been trotted out against* this Bill which we have 
not coinjdied with. Years ago Sir Henry Maine said that civilisation 
liad advanced from status to contract. If Sir Henry Maine lived 
to-day he would have had to eat hi.s words — all 4lie world was going 
back on contract. We have been told a lot about democracy ami 
that democracy is against interfering with the freedom of contract. 
The greatest exjMment of nuKlern deimxracy, Ru-ssia, has made a 
short work of capitali.sts' cimt|ncts. It is too late in the day to say 
that contract must ho above interference. The contract ol the 
<*apitalis( can lx* broken. He cun be helped out of it liy the insolvency 
law. (\>mpanies when tbe;\- get into tiouble can be saved by section 
but the poor peasant cannot be helped out of the difficulty in 
which be finds himself. This is democracy with a vengeance! What 
rfloes this Bill aim at? It does not him at all that ii should aim 
at. But it makes .some slight attempt to achieve what everybody 
should desire to achieve — a determination on a just and equitable 
basis of claims Iwtween debtors and creditors with tupreme regard 
to the pammount right to live. That is above everj' other right. 
The sanctity ol life is above the sanctity of everv' other thing, and 
it is the sanctity of the life of the jieasants who are the backbone 
^>f the life of the society* that is going to lio proteft^d against the 
harsh terms of the Iwnd. It has been said: WhatMs the hurry, why 
this haste P My friend Mr. Quasem has shown that there has been 
no hurry. Those who have studied this question think that the 
Oovemmeirt has been very slow in making Up t^eir minds. This 
matter has lieen discussed ,and diRCUised threadliaWbv anvbodv who 
took any interest in the economic welfare of the country for v^ears 
now, from tbe time of the Banking Enquiry Committee down to the 
preaent day, and now we are asked whj hnrryl 
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iMhy i.’Wlly lias it been called forP It ie because a 

gfiiel economic stringency bas been brought about by the economic 
crisis which has Wn with us for the last four years* We have done 
nothing to give relief to the desperate conditions of etninoittic life 
of the province. Here we have a Bill which seeks to destroy the 
atrophy of econopio tife and put the [icasant oa his foot and put 
the trader, the businessmen, the wohajafis, the hiwyers and «v©r>*bo<^ 
else in the way of doing honest business. At present with the agri- 
culturist reduced to the utmost state of penury everybody fintls 
starvation staring in his face if lie has eyes to see. Things like this 
cannot go on for ever. The economic Ills of the province has W'ome 
ice-bound and some machinery must lie found to thaw the ice. This 
measure is the smallest thing we cun do to achieve that end. 
Sir, it is an emergency measure : it hos been brought alwut by an 
emergency and the e 3 :pe(‘tution is that when all the debts have been 
adjusted with reference to the capacity of the debtors to pay, when 
the economic condition of the agriculturists bus been platted in that 
position when they would aide to stand on their legs, then there 
would he no further need for this sort of adjustment and the economic 
life would he restorwl to its normal condition. Occasions like this 
often arise in the life of a nation, when drastic rearrangeinents are 
necessary’ and a great deal of the capital of the (‘ountry has got to 
he written off. It is done at the present moment without any 
systematic planning; simply by means of insolvency and windingi^up; 
by means of wars and other disastrous devices. This Bill seeks to 
arrive at the same conclusion, namely, the elimination of fictitnuis 
capital, which has heen sitting like the Old Man of the Sea on the 
ec^onomic life of this country, hy planning a rational scheme and 
that is the whole objective of this Bill. 


I agree with Mr. Hassan Ali, Khan Bahadur Momin, Bai Bahadun 
Satya Kinkar Sahana and others that there are other things wdiich 
have got to be considered. I also agree that this Bill cannot be the 
last thing in iKJonomic 1 ©adjustment. There is also the question of 
ftnding cheap finance, to keep the peasantry alive in future. This 
(juestion will have to V>e gone into simultaneously with that, and I 
hope that Government will think alwut that also, think of reorganisa- 
tion, of co-opacfftive cj^dil and other organisations hy which it would 
be possible to nnr the aconomic life of the country without the 
^ruinous rat|« of interest, without the blood-sucking and killing and 
biackmailiag woney-lender. Money-lending in the way of business is 
quite a legitimate htMinep, but can you say that the hulk 0! money- 
tending that ie %>iie in this country has been run on those lines? 
Can you say qf the bulk of the moneydeuding. that has hitherto been 
done here* that it has succeeded in driving away this blight and 
cnree from among ihe people? The answer to that ytm wBl find in 
U 
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the Banking Enquiry Committee’s Bepolt, Jn the Beport of the 
Agricultural Commission and in every village, if you only take the 
trouble to walk out of this city and go about ’^^the villages. 

Sir, it has been said that the interests of all classes of people 
should be looked into. No doubt. But the fundamental thing that 
is necessary to look after is the interests of the rai^ats. Every other 
class lives and is made prosperous by the raiyats^ productions. Make 
the raiyat rich and every other class of people will thrive; trj' to 
please him, every other class of people will be saved, but try to 
starve and ruin him, every other class <)f people will be ruined too. 
This fact must be Iwine in mind when we go to vote on this question. 

Ah I said, Sir, I disagree with some of the provisions of the Bill; 
for instance, I disagree with the i)rovision with regard to rural 
insolvency : it does not solve the problem, and if you give effe(‘t to 
it, it will lead more to evil than to good. There are other j)rovi8ian8 
in the Bill also to which I take exception, but the principle of the 
Bill is sound. This has been discussed in the valuable Report of 
the Board of Economic Enquiry; it has been discussed in the columns 
of newspapers and w'e have every material before the House with 
which we can proceed to give the Bill a shape which Would be useful 
to the country. For these reasons I am forced to oj)pose the motion 
for circulation supported though it has been by many of my stauncheHt 
{spends, and to HUj>port the motion for reference to a Select (Vmimittee. 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, in spite of the elocjuent speech of Dr. Sen 
Gupta, I consider tliat there can be no reasonable objection to Govern- 
ment accepting the motion for circulation. The mover has suggested 
only two.Uionths’ time, and as we are meeting again in November or 
December, we coiild then discuss this mutter. It has also been suggest- 
ed by member after member that no case for emergency has l^een made 
out and Mr. Thompson also is of the same opinion. It has also been 
contended that immediately after the Bill is passed, the suflbrings of 
the people will be relieved ami in the woi-ds of Khan Balmdur Momin 
and Mr. B. 0, Chatterjee they will be in afHueut circumstances. But, 
Sir, I could understand the position only if along with this Bill’ there 
Iiad been another Bill to the effect that in this dire necessity of the 
tenants money will be forthcoming for them, and that Government w'ill 
supply this money for these agriculturists. Otherwise, th<Pt^69Ulfe will 
he disastrous to the country-side. But the Bill as it stands to-day means 
that instead of giving any relief, there will simply be a great disaster. 

Dr. Sen Gupta has opined that this repudiation jpf detji is being done 
in the intercvst 6f the people and the country. But, Sir, when repudia- 
tion of the public debt of India was at one time daidafed by the Congress, 
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wm not a hne and cry rai»^ against ii? Surely, that repudiation also 
waa going to be made in ibe interest of the people and the country for 
dehtil that were not incurred in the true interest of the country. But 
when the question of repudiation is raised in connet^tiou with smaller 
people, no one objects kud why? Because these people cannot raiae 
Tociferous protests. Is it fair or reasonable, therefore, that by one 
stroke of the pen you will repudiate the whole loan given by the money- 
lenders? It cannot be maiiitnined that public opinion has been suffi- 
ciently manifested on this point; rather not »t all. Mr. Momin has 
admitted that this Bill is not the Bill that was drafted by the Board of 
Economic Enquiry and that there are certain objectionable provisions 
in it. Therefore, it makes the position of the mover of the circuUUiou 
motion stronger. I al.so do not iimlerstaud why Maulvi Quusem should 
contend that the Bill should 1m* passed in a hurry. There it stanils to 
reason, as has been so ably remarked by the leader of the t >pjM>sition, 
that this being an emergency legi.slation, >ou .shouhl pass it here and 
now even without referring it to Select (’ommittee, and at the time 
that suggestion was made by the opposition leader certain remarks wrere 
passed against them by Mr. Momin, but I fail to umlerstand the hurry 
of the matter. As has been said also by my leader, many Bills intro- 
duced by the Member in charge of this Bill have been lying ns dead 
letters for want of money, and this Bill, too, will be no exception to 
this; dead letter in the sen.se that there might be no repudiating and 
conciliation and consequently no relief, ns has been observed ef«l^ b# 
Dr. Sen (Jupta. I)r. Sen (lupta also dqes not like the idea of a Rural 
Insolvency Act. Maulvi Quasem has said that while there is a Rural 
Insolvency Act and so many things for the relief of the commercial 
people and rcmuo/or.s why should there not he .some Act for the relief 
of the tenants? But 1 say that these Act.s that now exist (an he said 
to have taken away the morale of the p«»ple ot the country ^nd have 
made them dishonest. We. in this i ountry ^lw;a,ys give preference t<» 
moral obligations and Ji(»t to legal obligations. We Imlh. Hindus and 
Muhumma'tlans, believe that when a person dien without having paid 
off his (k^ts, he does n(*t get salvation. That is our belief. Sir. and 
we have been < arrying that belief in our mind even up to the present 
day. It is s«id that these Acts have been pas.Hed in the interest of a 
certaiu class of persons and in the interest of husinessnien. But I say, 
Sir, that these Acts have s.^rved no useful purpose, and I consider them 
to be misdiievous and dishonest Act.s. And because there are one or 
two fuch fkea it stand to reason at all that we should have 

another Act, so that tjiey may stand on a par with the other people in 
the country? N<»t at all, Sir. The tenants want relief, at least 
temporary relief, but will this Bill give them this relief? If by this 
Act you wa.sh out all the contracts that exist to-day, the result will 
be that nobody iii future will get any loan from the money-lenders 
and will that be d to tbe tenants? Sir, we from this side 
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of the H(»u«e have always complained that the tenants have been hard 
hit, bnt hard hit by what? Hard hit by the inaction of Government. 
It is the inaction of Government that has reduced these people to their 
present wretched plif^ht. It has been contended by some members 
that if this Bill be passed, the condition of the peasants will be im- 
proved and they will become well-to-do. But, Sir, not a bit of it ! On 
the conlraiy , if you want the peasantry of Bengal to be rich and to 
place them in affluent circumstances, then the only thing that you 
ought to do is to raise, the prices of food-crops, but that Government 
is not going to do: they have a policy of sitting on the fence: they will 
not take any suitable steps in the matter, but if they took any steps, the 
condition of the peasants would be different. Sir, it is the Government 
who, by its inaction during the last 150 years of its rule, has brought 
about the present deplorable condition of the peasantry of this country, 
and what has made the Government now to come forw'ard with this 
measure of relief? Sir, this measure is intended to bring to an end 
the present relationship between the debtor and the creditor in the 
villages. AVhat will be the result of this? The result will be that they 
will be deprived of the temporary relief they have been receiving from 
their co- villagers and neighbours from time to time. 

Sir, Dr. Sen Gupta thinks that this relief coming from the reorga- 
nised (k)-<)perutive Department will be u practical solution of the 
problem, but we ktiow from our experience of tlie Co-operative Depart- 
ment that it is the intermediaries who enjoy all the benefits. In spite, 
therefore, of what Dr. Sen Gupta expects Government to do, what 
guarantee is there that the reorganised Co-operative Department will 
make this measure a real success? From {Xist experience we know* 
that this department has been w’orked in such a way that it may bring 
disaster not only to the country as a whole but to the people in general, 
and (hut, therefore, we can have very little faith in this Government, 
especially as the Government did never feel for the peasants during its 
administration of the country for more than 150 years. Had they paid 
the least attention in this direction, the condition of the tenantry to-day 
would have been quite different from what it actually is. On the other 
hand, it is an undeniable fact that the condition of the peasantry was 
far better in the pre-British days, and it is the British Government 
who has, by its action or inaction, reduced them to their present abject 
condition. Therefore, w'hat can the poor tenants expect from this 
Government? Government has lost nothing by leaving tbe tenants to 
their fate during the last 150 years or more, and what harm is there 
if it waits a few days more by accepting the motion of my friend, 
Maulvi Hassan Ali, for eliciting public opinion? 

Mittivi SYED HAUSHER ALI I Sir, I rise to op^ipse the motion for 
circulation, and I am doing so not because I fldn enamoured of ike 
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pfOtisiona of the Bill, bat because I am auxious to sae the shape ia 

oHUph it ©merges oat of tb© Select Committee. I hare heard witli 

attention the speeches of luy hon*ble friends who have supported the 

motion for eHciting public opinion, and I feel I aui not convinced with 
the arguments put forward by them. We are all, I hope, agreed to the 
principles of the Bill ; we are all again, I hope, anxious to see that 
relief to the agriculturists comes immediately in respect of their debts. 
Bearing these things in mind, I do not think there is any reason or 
room for anybody in this House in support of the motion for eliciting 
public opinion. 

Sir, this is one of those measures which ought to have been brought 
in long before, and the charge of hastiness or hurried legislation cannot, 
I am afraid, apply to a measure of this kind. It is, I submit, rather a 
Wlated one. Such measures ought to have been brought in long before 
in the interests of our peasiints, and in the interests of the province 
itself. It has been stated that this Bill has been introduced in the 
interests of the agriculturists — 1 beg to differ from those who have made 
such a statement. Sir, I think it is not beiievoleme, it is not genero- 
sity, it is not sympathy for the poor cultivators that has ushered this 
Bill into existence, hut it is slieer necesnity, absolute necessity, on the 
part of (fovernineiit and on the part of the parasites <»f the country who 
live on the earnings of the poor cultivators that lias ushered the present 
Bill into cxisteruc. (iovernincnt found it absolutely impoKsible to carry 
on; the landlords, the peopb* belonging to the ilifferent professions, 
who have all to depend upon the real producers of the wealth of the 
country, found it iinpos'^ihle to carry on. When tlie source of supply 
for their sustenance and for their luxuries was jiractiially choked, it 
became an absolute necessity for them to devise some means for their 
future supply. It is that, and that alone, and nothing else, that eom- 
pelled the (ioveniinent and the people, who live on the earnings of these 
pour men, to usher into existence this Belief of Indebtedness Bill. 
But, at the same time, 1 do not for a nuunent ‘^ay that this Bill will not 
bring the least bit of benefit to the poor agriculturists. If this Bill i» 
passed into law, it will temporal ily le^jsen the prensure on the agricul- 
turists, but I must say, at the .same time, that this is too mild a remedy 
pre.scrilH'd for a disease whi(*h is deep-rooted, anti wliich, if not remedied 
completely, will be a source of danger not only to the people in wliose 
interests it has been stated this Bill has been brought into lieing — I 
mean the agriculturists — hut it will be a source of veritable danger 
lo the province itself, and as a matter of fact, to India as a whole. 
It has been stated that as a result of this Bill when put into operation, 
the debts of the agriculturists will be spread over a number of years, 
and that they will be in u pemition to clear *»ff their delit»* But I 
submit most respectfully to all my friends here that this presupposes 
that the agriculturists have got the capacity to pay off their debts 
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which is not a statement of fact at all. If yon want that the anicn 
tunsts must lire, if you Want t^t the country should flourish and prot 
per, you have got to devise first of all the ways end means by which th 
present indebWness of the peasantry will be removed, see'that they ire 
sufficient for their food and clothing, and that they are able to suppl 
your necessities and your luxuries. Until and unless you can do that 
the present measure will not be worth anything; it will not bring ii 
any good to anybody. If Government is not going to take all thes 
actors into consideration, I say it is committing a serious blunder. Thi 
present problem of the deplorable economic condition of the cultiva 
tors of Bengal shoul.l engage the most serious consideration of Govern 
inent unti the problem is solved permanently. I for myself am no( 
at all hope ul that this measure will even alleviate to any extent the die- 
ease for whicli it has been prescribed ns a remedy. It has been stated 
t at (his IS an emergency measure. I beg respectfully to differ from 
lat. It IS not so. If tins is c.illed an emergency, I say it is a peren- 
f emergency, because it is an admitted 

evil ^ Tf ( «'»in<<'nance 

IZ'sV The .7 f": l'i« maintenance, bow can he maintain 

. Iheiefore, I submit. Sir, that when tliis Bill goes to the Select 
onun.ttee, the Select Committee will carefully consider this a.spect of 
-juestion and will try to devi.se means to meet this problem. If this 
probbun ,H not sohaol in its entirety. I an, afraid, like others, (his piece 
of legislation will be another dead Act on the statute book. 

frie!.d''7r1^!'’(Ztr" "’’’Ir'''' "‘“J* '>'• «‘V 

will niH command cmfidZe and Zam 

sorry Mr. ( liatterjee is not here, but I vould ask him ami those wh” 
bale got some experience of law courts to say whether law courts are 
abo^e corruption, (tf course. I do not mean to sav that the Judires 
sue cimupt, that ,s far from me. but it is not always possible to get 


Mr. PRitiOiNT: I cannot allow you to say that. 




iZcoui^ -bout th. 
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Mtulvi SYED HAUtHER ALIS 1 aaid/Sir, ib5t evem In li|ir 
cirarts one could not get justice. 


Mr. RRESIOENT: Order, order. I think Much remark» alwaye 
have a tendency tQ lower the judiciary in public eiftiinaiioii. Are you 
withdrawing the expressionn to which I have taken serious exception? 


Mauivi EYED NAU8HER ALI: 1 am withdrawing, Sir, us you 
have ordered. I must, however, .say that here Mr. ('hatterjee said 
sonietliing whicli will perhaps go against himself. He said tlint it 
was a regrettable step to iutrodtice principles restricting the freedom 
of contract, and that it went against ^leinocracy. He was suspicioUH 
about the honesty of the conciliation board and he was thus himself 
giving out facts which go against democracy. Sir, speaking for myself, 
I would say that corruption is to be found practically everywhere. If 
it he alleged that there will he corruption prevalent in the proposed con- 
ciliation board, it will not be an only exception; and even w*ith this 
((•rruption the p(M)r people will not be compelled to spend unnecessarily 
an amount which they would he compelled to if they w’anted to have 
justice anywhere else. I, theief(»re, <'annot suh.scribe to the view that 
pe(»ple with sufficient interest in this matter will not he availably in the 
mufassal. Sir, we have got our union benches am! union c#tirt8 in the 
tiiufassal which are wmknig ([uite satisfacdorily (A vorfK; Question.) 
At any rate, Sir, they are not working worse than the courts and 
tribunals in the (ountrv. May I ask Mr. B. (\ (’Imtterjee W’ho is 
himself a criminal lawyer how much (orifidence does he place in our 
jury trials? If we can tolerate these things, then why should w'e have 
any objection to these conciliation boards? I think, Sir, that even 
assuming for argument’s sake that there will 1 h* some amount of corrup- 
tion prevailing in this conciliation board — which I w'elcome — I think the 
members of the Ismrd will be more honest than ourselves. I would— — . 


Rai Bahadur KEEHAB CHANDRA BANERdI: Sir, why doea 
Mauivi Syed Nausher Ali impute dishonesty to niemWiw of this 
Council ? 


Mr. RREEIDENTs Unfortunately, there are, aa 1 have had occa* 
aions to remark bldore, one or two members in this House with whom 
suicide is a delightful crime. (Ijaughter.) 
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Mibhri iYED NAUSMER ALI: Sir, 1 am not imputing dishonesty 
to ijpy i|idivf4ual member of this House, but I would . 

Mr. PRESIDENT: But Maulvi Sahib, why do you east these 
reflections unnecessarily? Why do you delight at throwing mud on 
others? Why can’t you feel that you and everybody else ore above- 
board ? 

Maulvi EYED NAU8HER ALI: Sir, as it was insinuated by 
Mr. Chatterjee that corruption will be prevalent in this board, I said 
that corruption is already prevalent everywhere. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Order, order. You better resume your seat. 

The Council stands adjourned till 3 p.ni. to-morrow. 


Adiournmnt. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m. on Wednesday, the 28lh 
August, 1933, at the Council Hou.se, (.’alcutta. 
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ProcMding • of the Benf el Lesitlative Couocil aMemlikMl «li4^ 
the proviaioni of the Government of Indin Act 

The Council met in the Council Chamber in the Council House^. 
Calcutta, on Wednesday, the 28th Auffust, 1935, at 3 p.m. 


PresMit: 

Mr. President (the lIoii’i>le Kaju Sir Manmatha Nath Uat 
Chowdhury, of Santosh) in tlie Chair, the four llon’ble Members of 
the Executive Council, the three Hon’ble Ministers and JIO nominuteil 
and elected members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral antwert were given) 

Drinking water-suppiy in Bankura. 

M29. Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR BAHAMA; (a) U the 

Hon’ble Member in charj,^e of the Iteveniie Department aware — 

(i) that during the long sjHdl of drought prevailing in April, 
May and Juno of this year there was great distress in some 
parts of the Bankura diHtri<*t for paucity of water; 

(/V) that the j)eople had to get their drinking water from a distance 
of four or five miles from pits excavated on the sand bed 
of rivers; and 

(m) that all the villagers, for want of water in the tanks and bufuUt 
had to go without bathing for dnys together when the 
temperature w'as nearing 115^ under the shade? 
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t^»)fDo the Government realise — 

(i) that this deplorable condition is due primarily to the neglecti 
and consequent silting up of the tanks , and hunds which 
cannot contain one-fourth of the volume water they used 
to contain before; 

00 that the rivers in the district are hill streams which dry up 
in the dry season ; and 

iiii) that owing to uneven surface of the district and want of any 
powerful i)erpnnial source of water in or near the district, 
water-supply by canal in the district, except in the eastern 
thanas, is not possible? 


(c) If the answers to {a) and (h) are in the affirmative, w'ill the 
Hon’ble Member l)e pleased to state what steps, if any, have been 
taken or do the Government contemplate taking for the improvement 
■of water-s\ipi)ly in the district? 


MEMBER in charge of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Sir Brojendra Ul Mitter): (a)(}) The rainfall in April, May and 
dune this year was less than normal in some parts of the district of 
llankura, with the result that hardship was experienced in those areas. 

(//) Drinking watt*r wum not always availabb* close at hand at all 
places but (iovernnieiit have iu> information to the* ettVet that iH»ople 
had to get drinking water from a ilistance of four or five miles from 
pits excavated in river beds. 

{ill) The scarcity of water for bathing caused considerable incon- 
venience in many places but not to the extent suggested by this 
<[ lies t ion. 

{h) (i) Yes. The district abounds in tanks ami hunds but on 
nceount of the indiffeience of the owners they have largely silted up 
end are now mostly unserviceable. 

(ir) The rivers in the district are in the nature of hill streams but 
4ill of them do not dry up in the dry season. 

(ill) The western parts of the district are undulating but a system 
of water-supply by canals is believed to be feasible in certain areas. 

(c) The mattet is ainder consideration of Government but no 
decision has been arrived at yet. 
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M BllMidHr tATYA KiNKAR MHANAl Vith reftAwnce to 
«ii8W»r (6)(f), will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state if CkiTera* 
meat made any enquiry into the causes of tha" indifference of the 
owners? 


Th* Hm'Mt |ir BROJENDRA LAL ItlTTER: No. Sir; Govern- 
ment made no enquiries. But it is a fact that these are private-own^ 
tanks and hunda^ and tlie owners did nothing. 


Rai Bahadur SATYA KINKAR SAHANA: Did the (Government 
enquire from when the deterioration of (he tanks in the district of 
Barikura has be^^^un? 


The Hoii’ble Sir BROdENDRA LAL MITTER: I cannot say the 
date, but it is propres.sive. 


Damage of orops in khas mahal char lands in Mymentingh ihie to annual 

flood. 


*130. Maidvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) \h the lloiride Member in 
ehar^rt' of the Bcvenue Department aware that the heavy silting* up of 
the be<l of the old Brahmaputra river has been (uusin^^ ahnonnul fl<K)d 
for some y(*ars pasf in the ci’oir lands compris(»d in the tein|K)rarily 
settltvl estates or /Aox malmls in the district (»f Mymcnsin^h? 

{h) Is the Hoirhle Member in charjre also awart' — 

(i ) that paddy crops either aax or amon sown in the low-lying class 
lands are completely damagi»d every year by abnormal 
flood ; and 

(fi) that the.so low-lying lands cun Ih» sown with no other crops 
except paddy? 

<<*) Is it a fact that the local Revenue authority or the Revenue 
Board has not hitherto taken any steps for at b^ast a temporary retluc- 
tion of rents for these lands? 

(d) If the answer to (Vt is in the affirmative, are the Government 
considering the desirability of taking steps for the remission of rents 
for these low lands? 
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(c) If no remission of rent is in contemplation, are the Government 
conHi(leiing the desirability of forming an inquiry committee few: 
investigating into this matter? 


The Hen’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER; (a) and (b) (i) The 

member is referred to the answer to starred question No. 74 (d) (ii) and 
(e), given during this session. 

(h) (ii) Yes. Paddy is the principal crop which is grown on these 
lands. 

(c) There was no occasion for granting any reduction of rent. 

(d) No. 

(c) It is not proiX)H€Ml to api>oiiit any committee of inquiry. 


Naya and Smriti students tn to!s at Navadwip. 

M31. Rai Bahadur 8ARAT CHANDRA BAL: (a) Will the 
Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Education Department be pleased to 
lay on tluv table a statement sliowing for the rears 1933, 1934 and 
1930 — 


(/) the names and castes ot the students reading Naya and Smriti 
in the tfds at Navadwip who enjoyed tiovernment stipend; 
and 

(/#) the number of the Scheduled ('aste students reading Naya and 
Smriti who enjoyed such stipend? 


(h) Is it a fact that up till now no Seheduled Caste student or a 
Knyasta or Baidya student (*njoyed such stiijend? 

(c) Is it a fact that the sti|M*ndiary allowance is meant for students 
iiTesjM'ctive of caste and creed reading Na>a and Smriti? 


MINISTER in ohargi of EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (tho 
Hon’blo Khtn Bahadur M. Aiiiui Haquo): (r/) A statement has been 
compiled and is being placed on the Library table. 

(h) Yes, so far as is known. 

(c) The existing rules np|>ear to contemplate this. 
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nil BtiMfllir SARAT CHANDRA iAL: With refereace to 
aaswtMT (a), will the Hon’ble Miakter be pleased to state whether it U 
a fact that only the Brahmins and Kshairiyas enjoyed these stipendiary 
allowances during the years 193-3, 1934 and 1935? 


Tha Hon^bln Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: That is not a 
fact, Sir. There was at least one case in which it was given to a non* 
Brahmin. 


Rai Bahadur SARAT CHANDRA BAL* Is it not a fact that in 
most of these cases, us is evident from the statement laid on tlie table, 
Brahmins and Kshatriyas enjoy these stipemlmry allowaiK'eh? 


Tha Hon’ble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: Sir, I have 
answert»d this in (r^, namely, that the existing rules appear to contem* 
plate this. Stipendiary allowanie is given to students irrespeetive of 
caste and creed, and not as a matter (d charity. 


Li*>rary training. 

M32. MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAt: (a) Will the Ifon ble 
Minister in ( hurge of the Education Department he pleased to lay on 
the table a statement showing at present the names, age, period 
of service, scale of pay, academic ijualification and nature of ajiecial 
library training of the lihrariaus in the (tovernment colleges and 
teachers’ training institutions in this province? 

(//) Do the (foverument offer any facilities to the librarians to 
get library training in (ourse of tbeir service? 


Tho Hoffblo Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: (a) A statement 
is placed on the table. 

(h) Librarians who desii'e to go for the training courHes at the 
Imperial Library are permitted to do so. provided this does not inter* 
fere with their college work. 
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MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHASAI: With reference to the state- 
inont made on this question, does tlie Hon'ble Minister consider that 
^‘failed Entrance'’ is an Academic qualification? 

The Hoffi’ble Khan Bahaikir M. AZIZUL HAQUE; It is a question 
of outlook, Sir. ^ 

MUNINDRA DEB RAI MAHA8AI: With reference to answer 
(i), is it possible to j^o for tbe training courses without any interference 
with their oolle^re work? 

The Hofi’hle Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE : It is not possible 
for me to answer tliis question. 

Mr. NARENDRA KUMAR BA8U: lias any of tliese men ever 
attended the Lil)rary Conferenc'c? 

The Hofffble Khan Bahadur M. AZIZUL HAQUE: I want notice. 

Proposed sanatorium at Kurseong. 

•m Mauivi RAillB UDDIN TARAFDER; (a) Is the ITou’ble 
Member in charge of the Revenue Department aware — 

(/) that tlie Medical Aid and Research Society had received a 
p-ift of property named “Helen Lodj^e” at Kurseong for the 
purpose of optming a sanatorium there: 

(ti) that the said society submitted to the Kurseong Municipality 
the plans for the profMtsed sanatoiium for sanction; and 

i{iu) that the muuitnpality referred the matter to the Government 
Ifemlth Department for opinion alwut apprehension of the 
health of the town being affected by the establishment of 
such an institution? 

{h) If the answer to (u)(ui) is in the affirmative, what was the 
opinion given by the Health Department to the Kurseong Municipality? 

(c) Is the Hon’ble Member alfjo awaie that the Kurseong Munici- 
pality has agreed to sanction the jdans submitted by tbe said society 
on tbe following conditions, amongst others — 

(t) that the society should open and maintain an outdoor dis- 
pensary simultaneously with the opening of the sanatorium 
and also provide free treatment to local [>atients without 
financial support from the local authorities; and 

^tt) that two free beds shall he kept permanently available for 
local patients? 
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(4) If the answer to (c) is in the adirmative^ will the Hon^ble 
Member be pleased to state the authority under which the said munici- 
pality can im|>ose the alyovenientioned conditions on the society? 

(e) Do the Government propose to take any action in the matter.^ 


The Hon’ble Sir BROJENORA LAL MITTER: {a){i) Yes. 

(tV) Government have no information. 

(m) Yes. 

(b) A copy of letter No. 9520E., dated the 19th July, from the 
Director of Public HeeUh, llengul, to the Ghairman of the Kurseong 
Municipality, is laid on the Library table. 

(c) (t) and (it) Government have no information. 

(d) and (e) Do not ari.se. ^ 


Revision survey of khts mahals and temporarily settled estates in 
Myniensingh. 

M34. Mauivi TAMiZUODIN KHAN: Will the Hon hie 

Member in oharjje of the Kevenue Department he pleased to state — 

(f) whether levisional settlement survey oj)eiations are heinj? 
carried on in the vxahnls and temporarily settled estates 
in the district of Mymensinjfh; and 

(ii) whether it is intended to increase the rents of the tenants 
of tlje.se mahalx and estates? 

(h) If the answer to Pi) is in the aftiniiative, have the Government 
considered the (pie.stion — 

(i) that the miyalx are in a distressed ^•ondili^»n at the present 
time; and 

(it) whether the present time is to l)e opportune for the increment 
of rent? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Member be pleased to lay on the table 
another statement showin^f — 

(i\ the number of estates in which such revision of rent is con- 
templated ; 

(ii) the total numlier of tenaut.s of these estates; 

(Hi) the total amount of rent at present payable by these tenants 
to the GoTemment; 

(tv) the total amoont of the contemplated increase of rents; and 

(r) the number of certificates that were issued in the years 1933-34 
aAd 1934-35, reepectively, for realisation of arrears of rent 
frami the tenaBia of these eatataaf 
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The Hon’bfa Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: (a)(i) Tes, in an 
area of 232 wquare miles. 

(ii) Yen, if the tircuniHtances justify such an increase. 

(h)(i) The raiyatn have 1)een affected by economic depression but 
the situation is showing signs of improvement. 

(ii) The revision was overdue, and it is undesirable to defer the 
work as the provincial programme would be seriously affected. The 
rents here are low compared with similar lands in other districts. 
The revised rents will comci into force for 10 sciuare miles in 1934-35; 
120 HCjuare miles in 1935-30 and in 102 scjuare miles in 1936-37. 

(c)(t) One hundred and sixteen Government estates and 705 tem- 
porarily settled private estates. 

(ii) The information will not be available until the work is further 
advanced. ^ 

(m) The information is not readily available and its collection will 
entail so much labour, time and expense that Government regret that 
they are not jirepared to undertake the task. 

(ir) Tlie information is not yet available. 

(c) The numl)er of certificates issued during 1933-34 and 1934-35 
wuH 470 and 398, respectively. 

Mauivi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Will the Hon’ble Member be 
pleased to state whether the rents of hhds tnahul tenants in 
general are lower tlian those of tenants under the zemindars? 

TN Hofl’IHe Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: 1 ask for notice 
Sir. 


Howffth Licensing Board. 

•W Dr, AMULYA RATAN CHOSE: («) Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charge of the Revenue (Excise) Department be pleased to 
lay on the table a statement showing — 

(t) the names of (7) districts and (2) towns where there are exciae 
licensing l)oards at present; 

(ii) the names of members of each such board with note against 
their names whether official or non-official; 

(Hi) the numW of meetings held of each of such licensing boardi 
every 3 ear during the last three jears; 

(H’) what business is transacted by such boards; and 

(t?) under wiiose authority the members of the boards are nominated 
or elected P 

(6) What is the constitution of the Howrah Excise Lioeiumg Board f 
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{«) Do tlie board consist of equal number of o5icials and non* 
officials? 

(d) Are the iion-ofliciaLH taken from the nominees of the muniei{:H^li- 
ties of Howrah and H.illy, resjxHtively ? 

(e) Is the Hon'ble Minister aware that in the meetings of the 
Howrah Licensing Board — 

(/) the meml>ers representing the Bally municipality an* not allowed 
to exercise their vtdes on questions affecting Howrah; 

(n) the members re[)resenting the Howrah municipality are not 
allowed to vote in matters affecting Bally; but 

(iti) the entire group of officials \ote on questions affecting Iwth 
the towns; and 

(iv) in (onsequence the mm-officials are always in the minority? 

(f) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to slate whether equal 
numl>er of officials and non-officials constitutes the different Kxciae 
Licensing Boards in the province in every case? 

MINISTER in charge of REVENUE (EXCISE) DEPARTMENT 
(the HofPble Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (o)(f) There are Excise 
Idcensing Boards in all the districts in Bengal except Darjeeling and 
(’hittagong Hill Tracts. Tlieieait* aUo .'.ucli ixairds for (he subdivisions 
of Jbirno kporc in the disiiK t of t!u‘ 'J-I-Parganas 4nid Asansol in tbo 
distrirt td Huidaufj and foi the iiinntcipalit ies of Howrah and Bally. 
There in a h^ftising lio<nd in ('iileutta also. 

(it) The information is not readily available and much time and 
labour will be involved in c<dlecting it. (J<>veinment regret that they 
are unable to undertake to do this. 

{Hi) A statement is placed on the Library table. 

( n*) and tr) The member is reterred to XotificatiouH Nos. 4, b and 
GT. — A. I., dated tbo Hlth April, HKtd, and OolKx,, dated the 10th 
August, 1905, copies of which are pbued on the Library table, 

(h) The constitution of the Excise Licensing Board for the Howrah 
and Bally Municipalities is a^ follows: — 

President, 

The Commissioner of the Burdwan Division. 

M ember i. 

The Diatrict Magistrate of Howroh. 

The C^lector of Excise, Calcutta. 

The Superintendent of Police, Howrah. 
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Two representatives of the municipality for which the Board it 
constituted. 

One representative of the Calcutta Temi^eranee Federation. 

(c) No. There are four official and three non-official members. 

(d) Yes, and also a temperance member is nominated by the 
Calcutta Temperance Federation. 

(e) (i) and (li) Yes. The non-official members nominated by the 
respective municipalities take part only when the items relating? to 
the municipality which they represent are discussed. 

(Hi) Yes. 

(iv) The lK)ard as at present constituted has a majority of official 
iaeml)ers. 

(/) No. 

Rmttlemefit of khis mahal lands in Faridpur. 

M36. Mauivi TAMIZUODIN KHAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Member in charK'e of the Hevenue Department be pleased to state — 

(?) whether it is a fact that there has been a general increment 
of rent in the khas viahah in the district of Faridpur after 
the onset of the present economic depression; and 

(it) whether it is a fact that realisation is being made at the 
increased rate since April, 1033? 

{h) Is the Ilon’ble Member aw'are - 

(0 that the tenants find it very difficult to pay at the increased 
rates; and 

(/*) that as a result innumerable certificates are being issued? 

(c) What is the numl>er of certificates that were issued in the 
district of Farid[)ur for the realisation of khm vxahal rents in the year 
1934? 

(d) Is the IToirble Member aware — 

<f) that a certificate w'as issued against one Jabed Dhali of villago 
Kaliuirchar, |)olico-station Junzira, and others for the 
realisation of arrears of khas mahal rent amounting to about 
Hi. 60; 

(it) that Jnbed^s share of the dues was about Rs. 8; 

(Hi) that a writ of attachment of movables was ultimately issued 
against Jabed in Baisak last for the realisation of the said 
amount ; 

<?r) that Jabed was (impelled to sell 3 heads of cattle then and 
there for Ra, 8 only and save himself from the attachment 
by paying this amount ; and 
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(») that drastic realisations like that referred to above are being 
made in many instances? 

(e) Is the Hon’ble Member also aware— 

(f) that certificates are being issued even against tenants whose 
holdings have been washed away by river erosion^ for 
realisation of rents for post diluvion periods; and 
{ii) that this is causing great hardship to the tenants concerned? 

(/) Are the Government considering the desiruhility of keeping the 
enhanced rate in aWyance till the economic depression is over and of 
remitting rents of diluviated lands as long ns such lands remained 
under water? 


The Hon’Me Sir BROJENDRA LAL MITTER: {a) (0 No. There 
has been no genenil increase of rent in tho khns vuihals in the district 
of Faridpur. The term of the settlement of some estates liaving expired, 
a resettlement was made. In the course of this settlement there was 
some increase of rent under Fhupter X of the llengal Tenanry Ael with 
effect from April, 1933. 

{it) Yes, in respect only of the estates referred to in answer to (») 
above. 

ih) (/) tfovernnient have no informaticm to this effect, 

{it) No. 

(r) 5,175. 

(d) (i) A certificate was issued against «)al)ed Dhali and four others 
in re.siiec t of arrears amounting to Its. 2ft-3-10. 

{it) Government have no information. 

(Hi) A warrant of attachment of movables was i.ssued on the 8ih 
April, 1935. 

(ir) Xo. The certificate-debtors paid up the demand amicably 
before any property was attached. 

(r) The question does not arise. 

(c) (i) Certificates are filed for arrears of rents due in respect of 
diluviated holdings only when the tenants do not apply for almtement. 
Certificates are withdrawn and abatement allow’ed on application by 
the tenants concerned. 

(it) No. 

(/) No. The economic situation is showing signs of improvement 
and there is no reason why Government should abandon their policy 
of moderate enhaacement. As already sUted, tenants can readily 
obtain abatement of rents of diluviated lands on applying for it. 
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Calcutta Port Ha] Committae. 

M37. Mauivi AZIZUR RAHMAN: (a) Will the Hon’ble Member 
in (fharge of the Political (Haj Pilgrimage) Department be pleased to 
state — - 

{i) whether it is a fact tbat the Government of India passed the 
Port Haj Committees Act, 1932, for giving all possible help 
to the intending pilgrims to the Hedjaz; 

{ii) whether the said Act has been brought into force in the Port 
of Calcxitta since January, 1934; 

(Hi) whether the Calcutta Port Haj Committee have been holding 
their meetings since January, 1934; 

(iv) whether the stiid Committee is a statutory Committee consti- 
tuted under the said Act; and 

{?’) w'liether the office of the Port Haj Committee, Calcutta, had 
been at work under the said Act since January, 1934? 

(h) Is it not a fact that certain members of that Committee have to 
come from distant mufassal districts to attend the Committee meetings 
and they actually attended some meetings lield in Calcutta since 
January, 1934? 

(r) Has j)rovision been made for travelling allowance to be drawn 
by the Executive Officer and Secretary to the Port Huj CVmimittee 
attached to the office? 

(tf) Is it a fact that mufassal members of every statutory (V)mmittee 
under Government are entitled as a rule to draw their travelling allow- 
ance for attending (\)mniittee meetings? 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in tlie affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Memln'r be pleased to state the reasons why the mufassal members of 
the said Port Haj Committee have not yet been permitted to draw their 
travelling allowance for having attended the Committee meetings since 
January, 1934? 

(/) Does the TTon’ble Member intend taking steps in the matter 
without further delay? 

MEMBER in ohargt of POLITICAL (HAJ PILGRIMAGE) 
DEPARTMENT (tho Hon’bM Khuraja Sir Naziimidiiin): (a)(i) Yes. 

(ii) The Act was brought into force in Bengal from the 30th 
November, 1933. 

(♦It), (ir) and (r) Yes. 

(6) Tm. 
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(c) Provision has been made by the Government of India for 
travelling’ allowance of the Executive Officer who is also Secretary 
ejt-oficio. 

(d) Yes, provided the Act constituting the Committee and the funds 
at the disposal of the Committee permit of the payment of such allow- 
ances. 

(c) The payment of travelling allowan(*e to members of the Port 
Haj Committee does not constitute a charge which it is iiiicuml>ent on 
the Government of India to meet under section 10 of the Port Ilaj 
Committees Act. 

(/) Does not arise. 

Construction of bridgos on roods. 

•138. Rai Bahadur 8ATYA KINKAR SAHARA: (o) U the 

Hon’ble Minister in charge ol the l.ocal Self-tiovernment Department 
aware of the opinion held hy many that the hridging of the waterways 
across the r'xisting roa<ls is noin* ni'cessary than the cetistrmtion of 
new roa<ls, ioi the improvement of <'ommuuirat ii»n in tin' province y 

(h) Will the Ifnirhl^' Minister he phniMvl t<> state* — 

(i) the amount of nn»ne\ rec<*ive<l liy our pro\incM* from tire Poad 
Poiird Fninl sirne its ince'ption; am) 

(ti) tin* amount that has he<‘n sjMOit or is to Ik* spent for the con- 
strin tion of hiidg(*s on the existing loads V 

MINISTER in charge of LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT DEPART- 
MENT (the Hon’hle Sir BiJoy Prasad Singh Roy): (n) Yes. 

(b) (t) Pupees 

(li) The amount whi< h has lH*en s|M*iit or is to he s}>ent on the 
bridging of existing roads is ps. 

CalcutU Sohool of Tropical Modicino. 

•13®. Mauivi AZIZUR RAHMAN: (a\ Will the Ilon’hle Mini»tcr 
in charge of the Local Self-Government Department lie pleased to lay 
down on the table a statement showing — 

{») the present total iiumlrers of — 

(A) Professors and ofFicers in other superior servicen, 

(B) Assistiint Professors and officers in other allied 
• services, 

(C) Research Scholars, 
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(D) Aftsigtant Regearch Scholarn and other Medical and 
Laboratory Assistants, 

{E) Media Makers, 

(F) Ministerial officers, and 

(G) Scientific workers in the various departments of the 

Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine and its allied 
hospitals, laboratories and institutions ; 

(ii) how many of them are Muhammadana in each respective head; 

and 

{Hi) what are their respective qualifications? 

(h) Was any attempt made to recruit suitable Muhammadan candi- 
dates within the last years accordinjif to the prescribed proportion of 
Muslims fixed by the Government of Bengal? 

(c) Were all the vacancies within the last years advertiswl ? 

(d) If the answer to (r) is in the neg'ative, on how many ocs-asions 
Were th(‘ vacancies not advertised? 

(c) In cases in which the vacancies were advertised, did any 
Muhammadan candidate or candidates jKissessin^^ re(juisit(‘ qualifications 
apply for them ? 

(/) Mas any Muhammadan medical man ^iven chance for any 
temporary ap|w)intmpnt to acquire (efficiency or exiMuience in various 
research works there? 

(f/) If the answer to (f) is in the affirmative, on liow many 
occasions were stu b chances piven ? 

{h) Is the School of Tropical Medicine, (\lcutta, with its various 
dejKirtments inana^tMl by tin* Local Government? 

(/) What amount of contributions, if any, are annually granted by 
the liocal Government? 

The Hon’Me Sir BUOY PRASAD SINGH ROY: (a) u), (ii) and 
{Hi) The information is given in the stateimmt which is laid on the 
table. 

(h) Yes, 

(r) and ((/) All excepting two. 

(«) and (/) No. 

(g) Does not arise. 

(h) and (i) The School of Tropical Medicine and the Oarmichael 
Hospital are under the administrative control of the Government of 
Bmigul but certain departments are financed by funds not supplied by 
the Local Government. The amounts spent by the Government of 
Bengal on the School' and the Hospital amount to Re. I,18»fi00 and 
Ri. 29,200, respectively, per annum. 
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Stat$ment giving information rtferrrd to in clause (a) (i), (lY) and 
(Hi) of starred question .Vo. J39. 


(«) The prewmt total numbers of — 

(il) ProfotBoni and officers in other 
superior tervicefi. 


(B) Assistant Profeasors arul oflicortt 
in othw allied f«r\’k^. 

(C) Research Scholare 

(/>) AiMistant Reeearfh ficholars 
and other medical ami lal*ora> 
tory aeniBtants. 

{E) Media Makers 

(/’) Ministerial cnk'eni 


7 Profeasors and 2 part-time I^ecturani iGovern- 
meot), 4 Reeeari'h Workeni ( Islndowment Fmid) 
and I Roeearch VV’orker (Indian Reitearch Funci 
AiMiociation). 

Ifi (Govwnment). 11 (Kndo^«mrit Fund) and 13 
(Indian Research Fuiui Aiwociatton). 

2 (Kndowment Fund). 

17 (<Jo\*eniment). 13 (Kndowment Fund) and 14 
(Indian KeM^uxdi Fund Aiwociation). 

2 (tiovrrnment). 

lit ((Jovenunenf ), 2 (Kmlomnent Fund), ft (Indtaii 
Ues*Mtr»'h Fuiul .AKKociation) and KntornoiogMUi 
2 (Iiulinii Research Finul A^socintion ) 


Xund or. 


QtiaidicatioitH. 


(it) NumUir of .Muhainnindans in 
eueli ronjHwtiNC litwl, arul 

(iif) Their rtwfkvtue (lualiflcations 


f 4 .MiiUHterml cITcers 

I (( lovernment ) 
j I Liduimtorv .VsKistant 
I tlhiverninent ) 

^ 1 I.ahoratorv .AsNCitant 

I (Kndowm<nit Fund). 

3 liolioratorv AHMislHiitN 
(IndMiii Kiwiirf’h Fund 
AsMK-mtion). 


MfitnculaU'S, 

n.i.. 


Non-inatru'iilate. 

2 Matncnlatea and 
I non-matricu- 
late. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 
(aniwen to which were laid on the table) 

Mittlims in the offioe of Board of Revenue. 

71. Maulvi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (a) Will thtt Hon’hle 
Member in charge of the He venue l)e{Kirtinent lie pleased to lay on the 
table showing for the otiice of the Boanl of Hevenue — 

(i) the present numl>er of assistants HejNirately in the Upjier and 
liOwer Divisions; 

(u) the number of typists; 

mi) h(^w many of the said assistants and typists are Hindae; 
f and 

(t’e) bow many are Muslims?' 
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(b) If there is no Muslim in the Upper Division of the ministerial 
establishment in the office of the Board of Bevenue, Bengal, what are 
the reasons ? 

(r) Will the Hon'ble Member be pleased to state how many Lower 
and Upper Division Hindu and Muslim assistants are there in the 
Revenue Department of the Secretariat at the present moment? 

(d) Is there any system of direct recruitment of Upper Division 
assistants in the Revenue Department? 

(c) If the answer to (d) is in the affirmative, how many Muslims 
have been recruited in this department by the said method? 

(/) Is there any system of direct recruitment of Upper Division 
assistants in the office of the Board of Revenue, Bengal? 

(/;) If the answer to (/) is in the affirmative, how many were 
recruited by this system during the last 20 years in that office? 

(h) W^hat was the proportion of Hindus and Muslims in the Ix)wer 
Division in the office of the Board of Revenue, Bengal, during the 
last 20 years (year by year) ? 

(t) Is it a fact that the Head Assistant of the Board of Revenue, 
Mr. M. N. Mitra, is a direct recruit to the Up])er Division? 

(j) Is it a fact that there are two Muslim TTj)per Division recruits 
in file Revenue Department of the Secretariat? 

(/•) Is it a fact that Up])er Division recruits in the Se(‘retariat are 
taken from the list of the .suc<‘essful candidates from the Bengal Civil 
Service Kxamination ? 

(I) Is the flon’ble Member aware — 

(/) that this system is also bdlowed in recruiting, when necessary, 
1 pper Division assistants in the office of the Inspector- 
(f(*neral of Ihdice, Bengal; and 

\ii) that recently a Muslim was taken in this office by ibis 
method ? 

The Hofi’ble Sir BROJENDRA LAL MiTTER: {a)(i) Permanent 
posts — 10 in the Upj^er Division; and 21 in the Lower Division. 

Temporary jmsts — 1 in the Up[ier Division; and 8 in the Lower 
Division, 

(it) 3 j>ermnnent and 1 temjwrnry. 

(iii) 22 permanent and 8 temporary. 

(ir) 12 permanent and 2 temporary. 

(b) At present there is no Muhammadan in the Upper Division of 
the ministerial establishment of the Board of Revenue. Two Muham- 
madan Lower Division assistants were promoted to the Upper Division 
in 1928. One retired on superannuation pension in 1932 and the otiier 
prematurely on invalid pension in 1934. During the past 16 tyem 
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BO lew than 10 Muhammadan assistants of the liower Division have 
resigned, 2 have been transferred on higher pay to other offices and 
on© discharged with the result that the present Muhammadan assistants 
in the l^wer Division have only a few years’ experience and are not 
yet eligible for promotion which is made solely on merit combined with 
seniority. 


(r) Hindus 

Muhammadans 

Anglo-Indians 

Vacant 


Upper Divtiiioii. Lower Divinion. 

... 7 17 

... 8 10 

... 1 
... 1 


id) Yes. 

(c) Two. 

(/) The normal prac'ticc is to fill up Vp|)er Division viuuincies by 
promotion from the Ix»wer Division. Hut when <‘om|>eteiit Lower 
Division assistants are not available direct recruitment is made. 


{(/) Three. 

(/<) A statement regarding jKOinaiienl posts i.s laid on the table. 

As the numlKM’ of teiiijMirarx jMists is of tluctuating charm ter, the 
information is not readily available. Its collection would eritail so 
much labour, time and ex|H’nse that (iox eminent regret they a?*e not 
prepared to undertake the task. 

(0 and (y) Yes. 

(/•) Half the number (d’ vacancies is filled by promotion from the 
Lower Division and the rest on the lesult of the Hengal (’ivil and other 
Services Examination, excejit such vacancies as may he filled hv the 
apiKiintment of suitable Kuiofieans or Anglo-Indians. 

(/)(/) Direct recruitment in the office of the Insi^ector-freneral of 
Police is made in the manner best calculated to .secure the kind of 
recruits required on the pay given and ordinarily one or other of the 
following methcnls i.s adopted : — 


(A) Selwtion from the li.st of caiitlidaies who jxiss the Bengal Civil 

Service (Executive) Examination hut who fail to obtain 
appointments. 

(B) Selection of clerks of proved merit (gniduates, if {sissible) 

from a subordinate office. 

(C) When an Anglo-Indian or Euro{H»un i.s rtM|uired, selecrtion in 

the manner prescribed by rules 3(h) and 4 of the rules for 
the regulation of apiKiiniments in the clerical service of the 
Secretariat. 


(u) A lluhammadan was appointed under method (a) above in 

July, 1981. 
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Statement referred to in the reply to clause (h) of unstarred question 

No. 71. 


N UMUBK OF HiKDU AND MuSUM (PeHMANEKT) ASSISTANTS IN THB LOWXX 
Division Establishment of the Boahd of Revenue, Ben&al, from 
1915 TO 1934. 

Number of Number of Remarks. 




Hindus. 

Muslims. 

1915 .. 


11 

3 


1916 .. 


11 

3 


1917 


11 

3 


1918 


12 

4 


1919 .. 


12 

4 


1920 .. 


13 

7 


1921 .. 


13 

7 


1922 . . 


13 

7 


1925 . . 


13 

7 


1924 . . 


13 

7 


1925 


14 

6 


1920 


14 

4 

2 i>OKt8 vacant. 

1927 


13 

4 

3 |K>Rt8 vacant. 

1928 . . 


12 

7 

2 iwwtfl vofjant. 

1929 


13 

6 

2 ]K>8t8 vacant. 

1930 . . 


12 

7 

2 postH vat'ant. 

1931 


13 

8 


1932 


12 

9 


1933 . . 


10 

11 


1934 


8 

11 

2 ]K>Ht« vai'atd. 

1935 .. 


9 

12 



Fare from FaridlHir Station to Shivaninpur Station. 

72. MaiSvi TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: (a) Will the Honble Member 
in charge of the Public Works (Railways) Department be pleased to 

(») what was the third class passenger fare from Faridpur to 
Shivararapur railway stations in the Faridpur branch line 
of the Ehstem Bengal Railway two years ago; and 

(iV) what is the present fare? 

(b) If there has been an increase of fare in the meantime, whet 
ia the reason lor the increase? 

(c) Has the distance between the two stations increased in tho 
meantime. 

(d) At what rate per mile is the fare assessed at preeeatF 
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(u| Has there been any increase in the rate aine^ two years ago? 

if) W^hat will be the passenger fare of the various classes from 
new Paridpur station to Shivarampur station P 

MEMBER inohirgoof PUBLIC WORKS (RAILWAYS) DEPART- 
MEHT (tho HofPblo Sir Johtl Woodhoad): ({) One anna and three 
pies per passenger prior to 19th August, 1933. 

(it) One anna and nine pies per passenger. 

(6) and (c) As a result of the rechaining of the line the chargeable 
distance between the two stations has been increased from four to six 
miles. 

(d) Three and half pies per pa.ssenger per mile. 

No. 

(/) Single journey Ordinary return 




faro. 


joumoy 

faro. 


Rs. 

Ufl. 

l> 

Rh. 

aa. 

r- 

Ist class 

.. 0 

14 

0 

1 

5 

0 

2nd 

. . 0 

8 

y 

{) 

13 

3 

Inter ,, 

. . 0 

3 

6 

0 

4 

9 

Third „ 

.. 0 

2 

0 

9 

3 

3 


Ministerial offiGers of the Secretariat to retire in 19SS. 

73. Mauivi AZIZUR RAHMAN: Will the lluifblc Memlier in 
charge of the rinance lK*partmcnt be jdeased to state — 

(t) how many officer.^ of the ministerial staff from each department 

of the Bengal Secretariat are likely to retire during the 
year 193G; and 

(u) at what ago those officers will retire? 

MEMBER in charge of FINANCE DEPARTMENT (the HoiYble 
Sir John Woodheed): d) and nn A statement is laid on the Inbrnry 
table. 

Mr. P. BANERJI. Will tlic llon’ble Member l»e pleased to let us 
know the intention of (lovernment in tlie matter of granting extension 
of ser\uce to officers who are about to retire, and for which a statement 
has lieen laid on the Library table? 

Tlie NeWWe Sir JOHN WOOOHEAO: The question of granting 
an extension depends on the exigency of the occasion. 
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Mr. P. BANERJI: From the statement it appears that some were 
retired at the age of 55, some at the age of 57 and some at 58; will the 
Hon’hle Member kindly explain why they were retired at different 
agesF 

Th0 HoiPbId Sir ilOHN WOOD HEAD: Exigencies of Government 
service. 


Raoruitimnt of t otonographor as an Upper Division Clerk in ollloo of 
the Board of Revenue. 

74. Mauivi MUHAMMAD FAZLULLAH: (n) Will the Hon ble 

Member in charge of the Finance Department be pleased to state 
whether the stenographers in the Secretariat and the attached ofifices 
under the heads of departments are eligible for appointment as clerks? 

(6) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, will tlie Hon ’ble Member 
be pleased to state the reason why a stenographer in the office of the 
Hoard of Revenue has recently been pr<unoted to the rank <»f an Upper 
Division Assistant in that office? 

(c) Will the Hon’f)le Menifn'r be })lease(l to state whether there are 
any rules regulating the apiM»intment of tyi)ists and clerks? 

(</) Will file Hon ’ble Member fie pleased to lay on the taMe a copy 
of the rule tinder which the said appointment in the Iniard’s office has 
been made? 

(<*) Are the Ciovernment considering the desirability of amending the 
rules making typists and stenographers eligible for apjMiintment as 
clerks in other offices including the Secretariat Department? 

The Hon’ble Sir JOHN WOODHEAD: (o) There is no bar, pro- 
vided they comjily with the reijuirements of the rules governing such 
appoiainMiits. 

(b) Does not arise. 

(c) Yes, 

(d) A copy is laid on the Library table. 

(0) No. 

iabu AMULYADHAN RAY: Is the llon’ble Member aware that 
the minimum academic qualifications of new recruits to the cleiicAl 
line is the same as those of typists in the Bengal Secretariat? 


Th$ HmPM Air dOHN WOODMiAO: I do not know* Sir. 
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GOVERNMENT BUSINESS 

LEGISLATIVE BUSINESS 
GOVERNMENT BILLS. 

Bengal Raliaf of Indabtodnoss Bill, 1935. 

(Discussion of tlu> Bciitral K.-licf of ludehtetliicss Bill, 1935 , was 
resumed.) 

*iATINDRA NATH BA8Us Sir, (he existence, and wide- 
spread existence, of indebtedne.ss umonji^Ht the a^fricultural |^K>piilatioti 
in this country, or rather in this province, cannot he denied, and it ia 
also necessary (hat steps sliould he taken to relieve the difficulties of 
the aflfricultiiral population so far as their debts are concerned. There 
have been invest ig’ations as to the causes which liuvc led to the 
indebtedness, but it is not clear that the present stale of indebtedness 
has been due largely or entirely to the hip^h rates of interest that have 
prevaileil. Sir, attempts sliould be iiuide to find out what are the 
causes which lmv(‘ led to the pre.sent economic condition of the fieople 
in general. The present measure is an attempt at remedying the evil 
by laying down (ertam jirinciples of adjustment between debtors and 
creditfus. The life of a pcniple depends very largely upon the econoniio 
forces that pr<‘vail for the time being, and one of the most powerful 
economil- factors is (he organ i.sut ion of credit and the marsliulling of 
credit. Anything that is likely to interfere with the proper working 
of the .system of i redit is likely to do a great d«il more injury uliimulely 
than the Wnefit that appears on the surface of this measure. Sir, we 
should l)e careful to see tliat we dy not sow the seeds of difKculty which » 
at no distant future, may face us in a much more severe form llian the 
present difficulties are doing. It is, therefore, necessary tliat the credit 
system should continue to remain uninterfered with except where it 
becomes necessary that there should be interference in order that the 
difficulties of the pe<^le may be relieved without injury to the aystein 
which places economic resources in the hands of the people. 1 do not 
think that any useful purpose will be serveil by keeping back the Bill 
for obtaining public opinion, as the Bill is not likely to come «p 
before this Council for several months, anil the public will have ample 
opportmnity to place their views before the member* of thin Connell and 
before dovemment, but those who will be entrusted with the eonaidefa* 
tion of the measure in Select Committee sbonld see that the ordinary 
factors about the marshalling of economic force* are not interfered 
with. Instances have been placed before tl^is OntneiM^ tbs Hon’ble 
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Member in eliarge stating that large sums of money ha^e become due 
where the principal amount originally was very small. In the case of 
the Government of India loans, three or four times the amount of the 
principal sum liave been realised, but will it for tliat reason lie in the 
mouth of the Government of India to say that because three or four 
times the principal have been paid, therefore, the original sum will not 
be repaid ? There should be no attempts at short cuts like that, because 
they are, though not exactly, but in some measure like the cancellation 
of public debt at a stroke of the pen as was done by the Union of 
Socialist Soviet Republics. I am afraid, Sir, measures like this, if not 
very carefully looked into and framed, are likely to do a great deal of 
injury to the people, and may bring al>out a severe crisis. We must 
not forget the effects that Ihe cancellation of public debt in Russia bad 
on her trade in spite of all the official stimulation to achieve success, 
because of the loss of her credit in the outside world. Sir, these are 
the factors which should not he forgotten in considering the measure. 

The Hofi’bit Khwaji air NAZIMUDDIN: It appears to me, Sir, 
that most of the criticisms that have been levelled against this Bill 
have been made in a rather light-hearted manner without going deeply 
into the literature available on the subject. Anyone who has gone 
through the literature will be convinced that the Bill is drafted on 
lines absolutely unobjectionable and has got the support or rather is 
based on the advice of those who have taken the trouble to spend time 
and thought over this question. Most of the (Titicisms also have been 
very effectively re])lied to by £hau Bahadur Moinin, Maulvi Abul 
Quasem, and Dr. Nuresh Chandra Sen Gupta, and J think a certain 
amount of criticism that wa.s made was actually anticipated in the 
speech which I delivered yesterday. They may clas.sed into three 
-categories: One is that there are those who think that nothing should 
he done until and unle.ss you improve the economic condition of the 
taiyal by means of giving him more iiuHime from his agricultural pro- 
duce. Then there are others who think that this Bill will ruin the 
creditors — the inalmjam — and it is going to bring about a serious state 
of affairs. Oa the other hand, there are others who think that this Bill 
does not go far enough, and more drastic measures are necessary. In 
reply to those who think that something should be done for increasing 
the income of the raiyat before tackling this question, my reply is that 
aettliag of the debt or rather the scaling down of the debt of the culti- 
vator is a condition precedent to any attempt at village uplift and rural 
reeonstruotion. If a man’s original debt has increased by four or five 
timesi mi payments for those debts mean more than what any increase 
iu inooine can oSo^^tively clear, then a mere increase in income will noi 
help the cultivator in clearing hia debts. To have any effect on his 
economic position, the first essential is to reduce his indebtedness, and 
then, if necessary, increase his income. But, Sir, I claim on behalf of 
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€kn^||»W»i tliAt €k>Teniiiiefit hav« not neg^octad tiii» aida of tke <}uattioii, 
Oa oilior hand, have taken steps to increase his incsome. As 
yonrsH know, the inost important money-crop in Bengal is jnte. Last 
yea^, the price of jitte'was from Rs. 2-8 to Rs. 8-8; this year it is from 
Bs. 4^ to Be. 5-8, and n week ago, it was something like Us. 6. So, 
there has been a marked increase in the price of jute from last year. 
This was entirely or largely, if I may say so, due to the ai'ition taken 


hy Government by voluntary restriction of jute cultivation. There* 
fore, it will be seen that we have not iieglecied this side of the 
question. We have tried to inc'rease the earning capacity of the 
cultivator. It is true that at the present time owing to circumstauoe% 
beyond the cxmirol of Government, there is a tendency at present for^ 
the price of jute to fall, hut I would like the House to remember that 
last year Government attempted to restrict the jute cultivation by almut 
30 per cent. That did not mean wiping out the entire surplus stock of 
jute. Therefore, the price of jute must have some relation to other 
circumstances such as demand from foreign countries and uls<» other 
circumstances whicii affect the price of jufe. Therefore, although at 
present there is a temp<»rary fall in the price of jute, there is every 
reason to expect that later on, if foreigik purchasers come inh# the 
market, the price <t{ jute may increase. 


Rai Balwcllir KE8HAB CHANDRA BANERdl* But where will be 
(he surplus jute to meet that <lemundK 


Tha Hon'bla Khwaji Sir NAZIMUDDINS I hope the llai Bahadur 
will remember (hat tliis ytMir’s cultivation has he<*n delayed, hut wliat- 
ever tliat might Im?, if there is a foreign demand, that will meet our 
purpose. 

As far as next year is concerned. I should like to say that from the 
speec'h of my colleague, the Ministtu for Agii( iilture, it will be iKM»n 
that Government are deternnned to make every effort (o make the 
voluntary scdieme for the rest ri< titm of jute cnltivaticm a success. 
There was some apprehension in the minds of the public because wo 
moved for a supplemeiitary demand of Ua. 41,(H)0. Member^ of this 
House fully know' tlmt this means only that because lh^ amount thiMt 
was provided for last y<wir was iMit sufficient tliat Government have bad 
to ask for a supplementary demand of Us. 41, (HM); but I am told that 
smne people have understood by tliat to mean that that is the only 
aoKmnt that Government is going to spend next year. That ii| 

Actually next year, we intend to spend more money than what we spent 
last year on the jute restriction scheme. Over and atmve that, wo arc 
$mng to have a paid staff next year for this jute propaganda in addHion 
lo tl» honorary workers who worked last year. There is another factor 
which I would like to emphasise, and which my colleagues will alio 

Iff 
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emphasise, and tliat is that all Chose who cultivated sugarcane on their 
lands liave made good profit, and this j^ear Government will go in for 
propaganda for the cultivation of sugarcane and groundnuts. The 
cultivators will take to it very keenly, and we will be in a position to 
have sugarcane and groundnut crops on the land on which jute is 
grown. So, our chances of 8ucce.ss, God willing, so far as the jute 
restriction propaganda sf^heme i.s concerned, are very bright and very 
hopeful, and, I (joiisider, better than they were last year. So it will 
thus he seen that Govemmeiit have taken steps to improve the income 
of the cultivator. Now the (luestion which has come forw’ard is the 
settlement of the debt question, and we have the support of all those 
who have taken the trouble to think over it. My friend Mr. Narendiu 
Kumar Jlasu as usual, in his irresponsihle manner and light-heartedly, 
has said tliat this Bill has been framed in a hasty manner. Tliat point 
lias been eftectively replied to. I personally should rather be an 
enthtisiast and opiimist than a pessimist and an obstructionist, but 1 
was certainly sui-prised at the attitude of Mr. Thompson. He lectured 
to us on the sanctity of contiact, especially among the civilised nations. 
U nforttinately, h(‘ lorgot that t^io BoyaT (k)mmissions, namely, the 
Ilo.val Commission on Labour and tlie Boyal Commission on Agricul- 
ture, and the (kuitral Indian Banking Kiujuiry Committee, having 
representatives of British opinion on it, advocated and strongly 
adv<icated th(^ settlement of this debt (piestion amicably and taking up 
this (|Ucslion in tlie light ot the recommendations of the Hoyal Com- 
mission on Labour. Its Bresideiit was Mr. Whitl(*y, ex-Speaker of the 
House of Commons, and what did he Ksommend tliere*^ He said that 
labourers’ wages up to a certain amoimt .should l>e ftee from uttacb- 
meut irrespect of sanctity of all contiiu ts whut,soc\ci. 8t> 1 cannot 
underaUtiid how this (picstion can be brought up by Mr. Thompson 
and put in that fashion. 

Bftbu AMULYADHAN RAY: He is on the side of landlords. 

The HOfl'ble KhiVlJe Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as tlie landlords 
are (concerned, their position is not seriously affected at all. Rent is a 
Miiiall portion of the liability of u cultivator, and after all the rent is 
the legitimate liability of a tenant 

Mr. NARCNDRA KUMAR BA8U: Debts are noi? 

TIm HoffM Khmja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as debts are con- 
cerned, the original principal and a legitimate interest, as Mr. Nausher 
AH has said, and 1 agree with him, no niiyut would like to repudiate. 
But M*htit be wants relief fnmi is against exorbitant interest and the 
unfair way in which it has accumulated, and this ia what the Bill 
propoeea to do. 
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Sir, if anybody looks into this Bill carefully, be will Ibid that 
no #0 is compelled except in exceptioiial circ^umstancee to give up bis 
elabvik The practical method of bringing alKiiit a selllment is by 
amieible arrangement, and only in exceptional raiiea a board with 
speciid poarers will he calletl upon to exert a mild pressure on the 
creditor to come to terms. Therefore, there can he no apprehension in 
the minds of anyone that this will Iwid to any serums constHjuencea so 
far as the creditors are (oiu'erned. 

Rai Bahadur Akshoy Kumar Sen has siiicT that the iiuihajnuj: will 
be ruined. I douht if he has ever serumsly dis<-ussed this question with 
any village mahnjnm. 1 have done s<> with many of them, and I know 
that they will weh’onu* a measure of this kind. And, nlxtve all, when 
the House will see the resulN that have Iwen ai lueved hy the Ohandpiir 
\oluiitary Arbitration Board, tliey will realis4» that their apprehebsious 
are gnmndless; that not only Uuh the mahajaiijt and the debtors have 
come birward and come to an agreed settlement, but what is most 
surprising is that actually in a large number of cases either rash money 
has been put d<iwri or a [mition of their holdings has baen transferrecl 
ill lieu of canh jmynient. It is an extraordinarily significant fact which 
surprised evuui (he meml»ers of (lovernnient, and we have had to get a 
special refxirt on this |Munt alien it tirst cunu‘ to our notice. This adll 
show that given a fair settlement the ninfut is prepared to shoulder his 
responsilulity an<l honour his lH)nd. 

In reply b) those gerillenien who have pre.ssed for drastic measures, 

I woubl like to quote to them a |Miitiou from the Uejxjrt of the Bhavnugar 
State which I consider is very relevant: — 

“The inetlual of total repudiation nee<ls only to be mentioned to be 
rejected all at once; for the remedy would prove worse than the evil 
fr«»m the standp<iiiit ot Isith the debbir us well as the credibir. But at 
the same time it must lie recognised that the debtor after all (annot 
pay more than his capaeity would allow and the sooner the creditor 
realises it the letter for him no less than for the debtor. “ 

The principle on which (lie Bill is drafted is IwMied on this: That 
the debtor should pay as far a.s his capacity allows, and we have pro- 
vide^ the simple insolvency procedure by which w’hile making the 
maximum payment bi the creditor, it will leave him sufficient to main- 
tain himself and his family. That is the fundamental principle. It 
is really base<l on the retMunmendations of the Royal Commission on 
Laliour regarding the lalsiurers, and I think that applies clearly to the 
Agriculturists. There is no just ih c ation whatsoever that you should sell 
oft entirely everything that an agriculturist fKissessc^s whose debts have 
gone up beyond his means bi pay. He sliould be allowed to have some 
means w'hich will enable him to maintain himself and his family and 
ibe rest can certainly go to the payment of his debts either by immediate 
liyment of bia rent or by Exing an instalment extending over, say, a 



m OOYE&NlfSIfT mm 

maximum of 2f) years. Thia is praltically the same as the insolveiieir 
procedure with regard to rich mi^f The only thing is that the exish* 
ing insolrency procedure is too incpensive for any poor cultivator to 
avaiJ himself of. Therefore, it will be seen that this Bill is Imsed m 
the voluntary agreement between the cultivator and the mahajan. The 
compulsion comes in in twa or three different shapes, and it will only 
be applied when one is satisfied that the oTediter is unreasonable. He 
has been given the right of appeal and the appellate authority is most 
likely going to be an officer with some kind of judicial experience. 

I maintain, Sir, that in this we have amply safeguarded both the 
debtor and the creditor, and, therefore, there should be no apprehension 
in the inindH of anyone that this will injuriously affect any one party, 
and I think it is worth repeating what Khan Bahadur Abdul Momin 
wiid yesterday that this is a measure where we should proceed 
cautiously and we should, if necessary, amend the law in the light of 
our experience. We are going to deal with a large number of cases. 
The total numher of agricultural families in Bengal is GO lakhs. If 
two-thirds are indebted that means 40 lakhs of families are involved : 
if you deduct another 10 lakhs, still you have dO lakhs of families to 
deal with. This is, I consider, the one fundamental obstruction to any 
scheme for land mortgage bank or loan by (loverninent as was suggested 
by Nawab Mushurruf llosuiii. Onee you start establishing a bank, it 
heiMunes essential that every advance that is made must be most 
thoroughl> eiKiuired int4). You have got to go into the details of the 
liability, details of the holdings, what other liabilities there are on the 
holdings, who are the eo-shurers, and by the time you come to decide 
whether the man is entitled, and should he allowed, to have an advance, 
a great deal of time has been spent, and to deal with dO lakhs of cases 
it will take anything like 10 to 20 years before you can give relief to 
him. The condition of the rmyat is siudi that he needs immediate relief. 
It cannot brook delay. Therefore, relief on these lines is not possible. 

There is another aspect ul this question: once you establish land 
mortg$^ banks, they will have to l>e limited in number, because you 
will have to tiava man with certain amount of responsibility, certain 
experience and certain status for the work qi supervision* The cost 
of maintenance of as these will make the scheme difficult, eoifipiioated, 
expensive and open to various criticisms and objections. Therefore, 
this scheme which has been put forward by the Government has got the 
approval of the Board of Koonomic Enquiry w*here I maintain there 
are eminent men both in business, trade, and men representing the 
interest of the raiyaU and the maimjans and the zem^nd4ir$ as well M 
expert economists and representatives of the Universities. So it W01 
be seen that the best opinion that Government could obtain has been 
obtained on this Bill. On the top of that the draft Bill of the Board 
of Eoonoiaia £n<|wy was published so longngu as Januniyi 1935, mi 
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Oow^iiMiit a^ced eTcr^mie to*:!«iibiiiit o|iiitiois, mggwtiou and 
cnffuu. Over and above that. % Central Provinces BUI was cir. 
ctillM to mil the Cotnmisskmertt mum Collectom for theiif optnion, mud 
we ^iwm them in our posmemeion and, if nacemmary, they oonld be plaoed 
befw the membera of the Selwt Committee. The literature on the 
aubjeet is vast. As I said before, Mr. Nalini Ranjan Smrkar delivered 
a considered lecture as loa*r agtj as i0?l2: The Indian Ohamlwr of 
Commerce came out with a spe< ial pamphlet -on the subject, and4he 
newspapers dealt with it. I niaiiitaiii nowhere so far any opposition 
has been shown to the idea <»f voluntary' reilemption of debt. Had 
Oovernment frone on a compulsikry Iwsis or bad (ioveminent trie<l a 
wholesale repudiation, certainly that would have been against the 
volume of oon.sidered opinitui nn the subje<‘t. This Bill, as it has been 
framed, i.s entirely based <in the suggestions <if representative Isidies 
and publie opinion, and I do not see what advantage there ean he in 
sending it again for eliciting public opinion, I hope I have l)een able 
to show that as far as this Bill i.s (oiieerned it is a (Tying necessity. 
The relief is urgently re<juired : the cfuiditioii of the tenant is daily 
getting worse and his debts aie piling up and every day’s delay itneani* 
making the situation more difficult. I am sure this House w*ill at 
least agree tliat so far all expert opinions are unanimous that you luin- 
not have an econoinic revival until and unles.H you sntisfaebirily solve 
the question of rural indelitedness. If this Ih* so and if you are really 
anxious to have an ec(»!ioinic revival or revival of prosperity in this 
provime, then it is essential that there should lie no diduy whatsoever 
in getting this Bill thr<iugh. 1 hope, in view of the alx)ve, everyone 
will realise that they should all co-operate in seeing this Bill through 
quickly and given effect to as soon as ]H>ssihle rather than hinder it 
even by u day. 

With these words. Sir, I oppose all the motions for circulation. 

The amendment of Maulvi Hassan Ali that the Bill be circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion ibaraom before the dOlh November, 
1935, was put and lost. 

Mr* PRESIDENT: At this stage we have ^ deal with certain 
amendments with regard to the personnel of the proposed Select 
Ckmimittee. 

■alNi NACENORA NARAYAH RAY: I beg to move that in place 
id Eai Sahib Paaebanan Barma (No. 12) the name of Baba Nagendra 
Nmyan Bay be inaerted. 

The object of my moving this motion is simp^^ to make the Select 
(kmuaitteo mm refowifative in ebaraoter. 
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7tm Hoit’bit Khmja fir NAZlIHUaDIN: We mA 

unfortunately Eai Sahib Panchanan Barma has become iU aad, then^ 
fore, cannot serve on the Select Committee. His name, therefore, goes 
out and in his place Babu Nagendra Narayan Bay comes in. 1 ilsoept 
the amendment, Sir. 

The amendment was put and agreed to. 

The question that the Bengal Relief of Indebtedness Bill, 198*!>, he 
referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul Momin, 

(2) Mr. Narendra Kumar Biisu, 

(3) Mr. W. C. Wordsworth, 

(4) Raja Bahadur Bhupendra Narayan Sinha, of Nashipur, 

(5) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Alimuzzaman Chaudhuri, 

(fi) Mr. S. M. Bose, 

(7) Mr. IT. S. Suhrawardy, 

(8) Maulvi Tumizuddin Khan, 

(9) Mr. Saileswar Singh Roy, 

(10) Dr. Naresh Clmndra Sen (jiipta, 

(11) Khan Bahadur Maulvi Muazzam Ali Khan, 

(12) Babu Nagendra Narayan Ray, 

(13) Babu Khetter Mohan Ray, 

(14) Maulvi Abul Quasem, 

(lo) Khan Bahadur A. F. M. Abdur-Rahman, 

(10) Mr. K. (y. Ray Chowdhury, 

(17) Khan Sahib Maulvi MohamiruMl Basir Fddin, 

(18) Maulvi Abdul Hamid Shah, 

(10) Babu Hem Chandra Roy Choudhuri, 

(20) Mr. Ananda Mohan Pwldar, 

(21) Haji Badi Ahmed Chowdhury, 

(22) Babu Amulyadhan Ray, 

(23) Maulvi Syed Majid Baksh, 

(24) Mr. F. A. Sachse, 

(25) Mr, H. R, V. Townend, and 
(20) the movor, 

with instruction to submit their rejwrt as soon as possible, and that the 
number of members whose presence shall be necessary to constitute a 
(juonim shall be five, was then put in the amended form and agreed to. 

The Bengal Court of WarBi (AfnMMhneiil) Bill, 1B8S. 

The Hon’hle Sir BROdENDRA LAL HITTER: I beg to introduce 
a Bill further to amend the Court of Wards Act, 1879. 

The question was pufl and agreed to. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 
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& PRIflOINTs 1 might tell the Hcmae thet His ExoeUem^ iW 
P0«P|Aor will address the Gaunoil to-day, at 4-45 p.m. I will, there- 
fowi^ lidjoarn the House noer till 4-40 p.m. Members are requested to 
be Mtheir seats punctually at that hour. 

The Council now stands adjourned tiU 4-40 p.m. 

(After Adjournment.) 

The Council haTiug reassembled after adjournment at 4-40 p.m., 
the Secretary proceeded to the portico to receive II in Excellency. The 
Assistant Secretary to tlie (’muicil then anuounoed tlie arrival of Ilia 
Excellency to the Hon’ble the President. 

The Hott’ble (he President then met His Excellmcv in the ctuitre of 
the inner square under the small dome in (he vestibule from where a 
procession was formed in the following: order: — 

Assistant Secretary to the (’ouncil. 

Secretary to the ('/<mncil. 

The Marshal with the Mace. 

The Hon’ble the President. 

His Exeellenry. 

Private Secretary to His Excellency the (»overn<»r. 

Aide-de-camp. 

All present then rose as the processnm entered the CouiH’il (^bamber 
and remained standinp* until His Excellency and the lionMde the 
President took their respe< tive seats. The Hoirble the President then 
invited His Excellency to occupy the Presidential Chair, and the 
Hon'hle the l^resident himself took his seat on His Excellency’s right 
hand. 

His Excellency then addressed (he Clouncil ns follows. 

/ 

'' Hn ExoailMay th* Covamor't AiMrMt and Prorogation. 

Ma. President and (Ikntlkme.n, 

My purpose to-day is to s[M‘ak to you on one siilijeet alone, the 
future of the detenus. When 1 last addressed tint l^eR'islative Council 
on the 11th February I pointed out that, though there hud been a 
steady improvement in the terrorist situation, the terr<»rists had not 
abandoned tbeir aims, and that it was only by the exercise of coniitant 
vigilance tbat the improvement was being maintained. 1 also indicated 
ibat, when Oovemment were satisfied tbat lecruiting activity and revo- 
luiionaty plotting had abated t4i such an intent that relaxation of 
pmeure would not immediately be followed by renewed activity, they 
WfmM be in a pontmn to put forward measures of appeasement. 
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During the six months which huTe since ela|»ied tlie litoatioii im 
been fairly steady. Thou^ evidence has been received of 
terrorist activity, no major outrage lias occurred public opmon 
has been set steadily against terrorist activity. In these oireumistttEiceB, 
though the need for continued vigilance remains as great as ever, 
(Government feel that the risk involved in ameliorative measures may 
be justihably undertaken, subject to proper safeguards. 

I have noticed in certain quarters a disposition, in recent months, 
to suggest that detenus are not terrorists because they have not been 
c<«victed in open trial and, therefore, that they ought^all to be 
released. I (an only think that that argument is advanced, and that 
solution advocated, either on the one hand by persons in the inner 
counsels of terrorism whose views are not entitled to weight, or on the 
other hand, by well-meaning persons, necessarily ignorant of the rami- 
ficaiioiiH ^nd activities of terrorist organisations, who are, therefore, not 
in a g(X)d iwsition to form a competent opinion. With the experience 
of two successive periods of terrorist activity behind them, (Government 
(ould never agree to a general release of detenus. On the previous 
occasions when terrorism has been brought under (jontrol detenus who 
were held in custody as a preventive measure were set at large. Within 
a sljort time of their release, after a ne(5essary period of preparation, 
terrorist activity broke out again, and it was found that it was the 
rel(»ased detenus who had been most active in reviving the movement, 
With those lessons before them (Government cannot be expected again 
to pursue a (x)urse whieJk has twic'e been proved a mistake. They cannot 
gamble with tlic lives of their oiticers or the safety of the State, or 
take unnecessary and undue risks. 

That does not mean that nothing is to be done to enable detenus to 
become useful members of s^xdety. I have long recognised that to hold 
persons in detention indefinitely w ith no prospect of the amelioration of 
their condition is no solution of the terrorist problem. I l>elieve that 
while there is, among the detenus, a certaia number of irretxmcilables, 
there is on^he other hand a large number who have been led astray by 
a perverted idealism and who can be made to see the error of their Ways 
and to bwome useful citixens. I t^onsider that the Sltate should recognise 
that it is incumbent upon it to do what it can to give such men a chancse 
of turning their energies and their abilities into useful dhanneli. 
Merely to set them loose on the country without definite evidence of 
their information would be to take an undue and unjustifiable risk botk 
to society and iii^ the detenus themselves^ many of whom would 
undoubtedly P^y ^ tbe teiroriek recruiter. 4^ 

alternative ^dtion hf|^|ip|iyii, to be found which wUl a^l^ 
able security to to a miatniuni the rum of «ir%r 
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Itireniiiieiit haye, after long and careful dtilibefationi decided i^ton 
giy& to carefnlly selected detenus, at the expense of the Stale, a 
irau^ which will enable them to assist in developing the natund 
reacmrces of the oouniry both to their own profit and to the advantage 
of the country at large. It is proposed to train them in those forms 
of agriculture — fruit-farming, kitchen gardening and the like — ^in 
which there is scope for the intelligence and organising power of the 
bhadralak youth and which have hitherto been neglected. On the 
industrial side training will be given in the manufacture of articles 
which it Is expected will yield a fair profit and at the same time help 
to make the province self-sujfficient. Both on the agricultural and on 
the industrial side an endeavour will be made in a practical way to 
show the advantages of cooperative methods, and if oibcumstances are 
favourable, it may be possible to arrange for a full course of co-opera- 
tive training with or without a supplementary training in the applica- 
tion of co-operative methods to various forms of agriculture or industry. 
The experiments proposed are necessarily tentative and their develop- 
ment will have to be guided hy the experience gained in their working. 
Their success or failure will depend primarily upon the extent to which 
the detenus are prepared to take advantage of the opportunities offered 
to them. It will be necessary, therefore, to select the detenus with 
great care and the first opportunity will be given to those who have the 
necessary aptitude and have satisfied Uovernment that they do honestly 
intend to discard the path of terrorism for a way of life alike profitable 
to themselves and useful to the community, provision will be made, 
in the first instance, for the training of a few hundred only and during 
their training they will have to be kept under some form of restraint. 
Ai the end of the period of training they will be released provided 
their conduct and their general attitude have been found to W satis- 
factory. As soon as it is found that the experiments give definite 
promise of success, their scope will be expanded to embrace other 
suitable forms of agriculture and indisstry, and in the efforts so made 
to open up lines of useful activity it may be expected that much 
valuable light will he thrown on the general problems of unemployment 
which are so much in the minds of all of us, so that good to the 
province as a whole may ultimately come eui of this great evil. The 
eesence of the scheme is the making of a determined effort to solve 
the problem of rehabilitating the detenus in the normal life of the 
community and incidentally to strike at the same time a hammer fatow 
ai the problem pf general unemployment 1 particularly to 

amp^siee this aspect of the matter^ nasMly, ihat,j||pi bt&^to of the 
iohem, if it pwtom a suoceiw, will i to a whole. 

tievmiuBipt will tlietwicre watch HDHto mt the part of 

iadividnele or inelitiitiimif to follow up the reeelii obtaifted 

io that ftis gigaeiic pr^eia may be grodi^; , to soluttoa $ui 
tihar ^ wahone aay eo^epefatioii that may lor making the 
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liltempt on wkich dle^r now embarking a ancceas. For the ivorking 
of tiie scbeme a speoial organ^iwtion will be set up lortbwitb mder a 
gwtleman well known to this House, Mr. S. C. Mitter» whOM book 

Becover^ Plan for jSangaP’ has attracted considerable notice, and 
whose energy and enthusiasm are a guaratlhee that nolAing will be left 
. Olidone that can xeas(mab|y be done to make the scheme a success. He 
will of course l>e provided^ with the necessary technical assistance and 
rail tlint^xiMources of the Agziculiural, Industries and OoK^eratiTe 
Departments o1 Governmeni will be brought to bear on the problem. 

detail# of tha seheme will be made public at as early a date 
as may be practicable, but it must be realised that there is still a great 
deal of apado w rk to^ be ..done before it can be launched and suitable 
detenus iorth coming to take advantage of it. Considerable 

immediate ei^fhdltura will be involved, but if the scheme proves a 
success, large ultimate savings may be anticipated. I trust that the 
Gouncil will aot hlsitate to grant necessary supplies for a purpose so 
full of pblentialities £<» the good of the province. 

1 have had occasion before to ask for your assistance in stamping 
out this sinister and cankerous growth of terrorism, and it is no longer 
necessary for me to emphasise what is nowadays so well recognised, 
that it is in the highest interest not of Government alone, but of the 
people of Bengal, that the criminal activities of these misguided persons 
should be stopped^ 1 ask you to-day as leaders of oi^inion in Bengal to 
lend your wholelioart^ed support not in this ChamW alone, but out- 
side, througl^ the agency of the Press and the agency of public meetings, 
to |he acheme on ivhich Goveriiinent are about to embark, and to help, 
l^y your general attitude, those misguided youths whose imagination 
and patriotism have been perverte<l by designing persons to get back to 
the broad highway whicli leads to prosperity for the province and to 
honour for her once fair name which they have done so much to 
besmirch. You can help them by making them realise that the success 
of the scheme will depend u]>on 4heir conduct, their willingness to 
subject tbamselves to discipline, and their determination to learn what 
they are taught; and that they will forfeit any claim to your oonsidera- 
tion if, having been given the opportunity, they misuse it. You will 
not be helping them if by your actions or yout speech you encourage 
the .belief that they can hope for relazatmn or release until they have 
satisfied Govermnent that they have given up their terrorist propen- 
sities and jneaife^ to live as good (dtiiens. 

' 

OentlliMKi* Aat is all 1 him be say at present, and I order that this 
House do l^goR^ed. / 

(Ek teH^tiie Ckliloi^Chainla#^ in procession with 

the Honm 

>■ 
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Chaudhurl, Babu KlaKoii Motian 

Bengal, Agra and Aasam Civil Courts 
(Bengal Amendment) BiU, *1S34;* 
pp. 300-361, 

Bengal Public Security (Extending) 
Bill, 193,5: pp. 436-436. 

Bengal Relief of Indebtedness BiU, 
193,5 pp. ,509-510. 

Expenditure on detenus; (Q.) p. 206. 
Prepoeal to pay premium of life assur- 
ance of employees of local bodies out 
of their provident fund: p. 408. 

CtaHMNiuH, Mautwl Syed Oamtn HiMar 

Bailchari Junior Madrassab: (Q.) pp. 
405406. 

Dacca Milford Hospital X'Ray Depart- 
ment: (Q.) pp- 181-182. 

Hackney carnages at ComUla station 
yard; (Q.) pp. 379-380. 

Muslims in Medical Service: (Q.) p. 
336. 


afc. Ma ■■Bssi ^ ^ iB ■ a m 

csiiiiiMiiin{ Witw i ■fta qmhm Ht/imf 

Muslims in the Court of Wards Sitatii 
(Q.) P. 17. 

Union Courts in CSiittagoiig : (Q.) { 
453. 

OliMiBoiia flvart (Q.) p. 409. 

ChlttMonrArMan BMdi (Q.) pp, 909 
204. 

Ctiittagofii 

Division. Couimunirstion of grant4a 
aid orders to schools in: (Q.) pp 
420421. 

Revenue sale of estates at: (Q.) pp. 13 
16. 

Union Courts in: (Q.) p. 463-456. 

Chokhany, Ral Bahadur Bam Dav 

St^eoial motion: pp. 47-48. 

Western films; (Q.) p. 271. 

Choudhury, Mautvl Nural Abaar 

Bengal Secretariat Co-oporative Dealt 
•Benefit Society: (g.) pp. 418419. 

Chowdhuryf HaJI BadI Ahmad 

Assistance obtained from union boarda 
in administrative matters: (Q.) pp, 
319.;«21. 

Bengal Village Self-Qovemmant 
(Anmndment) Bill, 1936: p. 194. 
Chittagong- Aracan Road : (Q,) pp. 2Q9> 
204. 

Demands for grants. 36 — Industriaa* 
W’eaving Institute, Herarapore; pp» 
361-,m 

Electoral rolls for Bengal Legislativa 
Council: (Q.) pp. 404-406. 

36 — Industries. Development of sertcul* 
ture industry; pp. 34H-349. 

Revenue sale of estates at CliittagoiiBt 

(Q.) pp. Kl-14. 16. 

SetUement khaium$: (Q.) p, SIR, 
Special motion: pp. 8940. 
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AihaBulla School of Engineering: <Q.) 
p. 487. 

Paces Mitford Hospital X’Ray Depart- 
ment; (Q.) p. 179. 

Daca Municipality : (Q.) p. 486. 
Muslims in Court of Wards Estates: 
(Q.) p. 338. 

Muslims in Medical Serrioe: (Q.) p. 
334. 

Cl¥il Court ofAoei 

AdmisNion of pleaders and their clerks 
in: (Q.) p. 3,34. 

OolleotoratM 

Transfer of Sheristadars of: (Q.) pp. 
16-17. 

Comilla ftatlon yard 

Hacknoy carnages at: (Q.) pp. 379-381. 

Conitruotlon of brfdget on roadt: (Q.) 

p. 661. 

Cooper, Mr. C. Q. 

Ih'ggar problem m Calcutta: (Q.) p. 
324. 

Cottage Induatriet 

Proposed stores for: (Q.) p. 400. 

Qgeea 

Mitford Hospital X’Ray Department: 

(Q.) pp. 179-183, 210. 

Municipality: <Q.) p. 486. 

Dafadart and ohaidildart 

Salary and equipment of: pp. 449-450. 

Damodar Canalt <Q.) pp; 391-398. 


Ashanulla School of Engineering; (Q.) 
p. 386. 

Bengal Ferries (Amendment) Bill, 1935: 
p. 144. 

Bureau of Employment: (Q.) p. 484. 

Calcutta Municipal (Amendment No. II) 
‘Bill, 1933; pp. 138-140. 

Political prisoners in the Andamans: 
(Q.) p. 261. 

Proposal for establishment of jute mills 
by Bengali shareholders: (Q.) p. 
40,3. 

Proposal to give Government contracts 
to educated Bhadralok class for supply 
of certain kinds of produce: (Q.) p. 
.379. 

Proposed stores for cottage industries: 
(Q.) p. 400. 

R<*gistratiori of documents containing 
misdescription of rights of vendors: 
(Q.) p. 118. 

Special motion pp. 31-34, 293-297. 

'rraining of women in weaving: (Q.) p. 
457. 

Daulatpur Hindu Academy: (Q.) p. 69. 
Otmandi 

For grants: pp. 3il9-3o7. 

For grants. 34— .\griculture : pp. 339- 
345. 

34 — Agriculture. Handloom industry : 
pp. 362-353. 

35 — Industries. Development of seri- 
culture industry’: pp. 846-350. 

35 — Industries. Weaving Institute, 
Senunpore: pp. 350-352. 

60B— Payments of commuted value d 
pension: pp. 353-357. 

27 — Ports and pilotage: p. 367. 

46— Stationery and prinUng: (Q.) 850. 

Datanttan of pa nam IR vHaggat (Q.) 

pp. 174-175. 


OMMdar lloadit (Q.) pp, 474479. 
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fiqieiiditiire on: (Q.) pp. 206>906. 

For breftoh of rules. Prosecutions of : 
(Q.) pp. 204-306. 

omaliMv 

Deb Bsrms EsUte of; (Q.) pp. 386- 
326. 

Distrlot OikMe 

Temporary clerks in: (Q.) pp. 386-387. 

Division: pp. 152-153. 162-16;i, 193-194, 
317-318, 439. 

Outt, Rai Bahadur Dr. Haridhan 

Calcutta Municipal i Amefniiuont), 
1935: pp. li)4-195. 

Malnna in West Hk^ngal ; (Q.) p. 264. 

SptK’ial motion ; pp. 4.'>-47, 275. 

Edan Canal: (Q.) p. :m. 

Educational institutions 

In I^atunkhali : <(./.) p. 19. 

Elaotrlo shocks 

Accidents in Calcutta due to; (Q.) pp. 
175-177. 

Eusufji, Maul Vi Nur Rahman Khan 

Dacca Mitford Hospital X'Ray Depart- 
ment: (Q.) p. 182. 

Ealighat-Tangail Hoad: (Q.) p. 68. 

Muslims in Court of Wards Estates: 
(Q.) p. 272. 

Muslims in Medicai Serrioe: (Q.) p. 
387. 

Taagail-Sarajganj Ferry Serrioe: (Q.) 
p. 449. 

Taagi-Taagail-ll^mciisiagb BaSway 
Pkojeoi: (Q.) pp. 400408. 


Eiport of tit iNMtai (Q.) pp. 388460. 

FaridiNr 

Railwsy station: (Q.) p. 483. 

Resist tlement of khas mahal lands in: 
pp. 648-549. 

Station to Shivarampur station. Fan 
from: (Q.> pp. 656457. 

Faroqui, the Hon^blo Nawab K. Q. M., ti 

Ratanpur 

.iileKtKl grievances of tbe student# ol 
(iuv<«nimeiit Silk Wearing and Dyeiii| 
luMtituie, Ikrhumpore : (Q.) p. 4flB. 

Jk‘iigtti Secrt»t«rmt tk>-oiK<rative Deatk 
Ik'iiefit S<x’U»t,v : {Q.) pp. 417, 419. 

liriflgi^H li)r exit by road from Oalcutti 
to tile north. (Q.) p. 416. 

liureau of employment : (Q.) p. 484. 

DemumlH tor grants. 34 — Agriculture 
pp. ,344. 

Demands for grants. 34— Agriculture 
Handl(K>m iiuliistry: pp. 362-353. 

Demands for grunts. .‘16 — Industries 
Weaving Institute, fk-rampore : pp 
360.;i6J. 

Development of silk industry; (Q,) pp, 
469-460. 

Government Bilk Weaving and Dyeittl 
Institute, Ikirhampore : (Q.) p. 403' 

Handmade pa|M«r industry : (Q.) p. 404. 

Howrah-BheRkhala Light Railway: 
(Q.) p p. 

Improvement of livestock : (Q.) pp. 

481-483. 

Improvement of vegetable and fniitk 
growing industries; (Q.) p. 487. 

35— Industries. Development of seri- 
culture industry ; p. 348. 

Uymensingh Land Mortgage Bank : 
(Q.) pp. 422423. 

Old Benares Road: <Q.) pp. 416410* 

Fropoesd stores for oottag* indnstridai 
(Q.) P. 400, 
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Proposal for establishment of jute mills 
by Bengali shareholders: (pp. 463- 
4d5. 

Proposal to give Government contracts 
to educated Bfiadralok class for supply 
of certain kinds of produce: p. 379. 
Besolutions : pp. 241-242. 

Teaching staff of Berhampore Silk Weav- 
ing Institute: (Q.) pp. 413414. 
Training of women in weaving: (Q.) p. 
467. 

Pailullah, Mauivi Muhaitimad 

Bengal Secretariat Co-operative Death 
Benefit Society: (Q.) p. 417. 

Mufllinis in the office of Board of 
llevenue: (Q.) pp. 653-564. 

Hecruitment of a stenographer as an 
Upper Division clerk in office of the 
'Board of Kevenue: (Q.) p. 668. 

Representation of Muhammadan com- 
munity in Bengal Judicial Service: 
(Q.) p. 410. 

Sandwip High English School: (Q.) p. 
466. 

Transfer of constables from Noakhali: 
(Q.) pp. 466457. 

Qardtn Raaoh Municipality i (Q.) pp. 

209-210. 

OliOM, Or. Amulya Ratan 

Electoral rolls for Bengal Legislative 
Council; (Q.) p. 405. 

Howrah Licensing Board ; (Q. ) pp. 646- 

647. 

Old Benares Road: (Q.) pp. 416416. 
Political prisoners in the Andamans: 

(Q.) p. 260. 

Speoial motion; pp. 94-98. 

Qhuturi (Howrah) 

Settlement of land revenue of diara 
mahaU in ; (Q.) pp. 17-18. 

Oovammant Bills i pp. 367-378, 430444, 
492438. 669466. 


To educated Bhadralok class for supply 
of certain kinds of produce. Pro- 
posal to give: (Q.) p. 379 . 

Qovammsnt Bilk Waaalng and OyoBig 

Instltuta, Bahramports (Q.) pp. 403 . 

403. 

6ovsmor*s address 

His Excellency the: pp. 667-670. 

Grand Trunk Road 

Level crossing near Shalimar: (Q.) pp. 
455-466. 

Guha, Babu Profulla Kumar 

Damcxlar Canal ; (Q.) pp. 381-382. 

Eden ('anal: (Q.) p. 383. 

Registration of documents: (Q.) p. 
117. 

Hakim, Mauivi Abdul 

Bengal Femes (Amendment) Bill, 1935: 
pp. 140-144, 148, 161-162. 

Damage of crops in khas mahal chan 
lands in Myniensingh due to annual 
flood: (g.) pp. 639-640. 

35 — Industries. Development of seri- 
culture industry: pp. 347-348. 

Mymensingh-Tangail Road; (Q.) p 
460. 

Old Brahmaputra River: (Q.) pp. 410- 
411. 

Temporardy-settled estates in Mymen- 
singh: (Q.) p. 326. 

Handmade paper Industry: (Q.) p. 404. 

Haaut, the Hon'ble Khan Bahadur M. 

AiinH 

All-lndia Library Conference: p. 206. 

Asbanulla School of Engineering: (Q.) 

pp. 386, 487-488, 

Bailchari Junior Hadrsitaii: (Q.) p. 
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Ckmuimiiication of grftni-in-«id ordern to 
iohoolt in Chittagong DiTition: (Q.) 
pp. 420421/ 

Danlatpur Hindu Aoodemy: (Q.) p. 

69. 

Edacntional instttutions in Patuakhali; 
<Q.) p. 19. 

High Englmh St'hools for Girin in Cal* 
cutta: (Q.) pp. 488-492. 

Inspectress of .Schools: (Q.) p. 178. 

Jessore Zilla School: (Q.) pp. 107- 
168. 

Library training; (Q.) pp. r>41-f>44. 

Naya and Smriti students at Xavadwip- 
(Q.) pp. r>10-f>41. 

Kegistration of dikcununits containing 
nrsdi'serijition of rights of rendor.H • 
(g.l pp. 117-11^ j 

Retirement of Mr H. K. Sen, m.a , | 

I.B.8. • (Q ) pp. 267-209. 

Rural uplift grant for education • (Q.) 

p 07. 

Sandwip High Knglish School: (Q ) 

pp. 

S<*hH*tinn of Ixxiks for scIkhiIm. (Q.) 
p. 420. 

SpiH'ial motions fQ.) pp. 

Working in scIkwiIk and colleges. (Q.) 
p. 420. 


NtgMk Ktti ItMiiisI 

Coasimbaaar Raj Wards Estate in 
Rangpur : (Q.) p. 460. 

Flood in Kurigrain: (Q.) pp. 264*206. 
Ranga Estate: (Q.) pp. 320-331. 

Realisation of rents by certifioatat in 
Rangpur: (Q.) p, 331. 

Resolutions: pp. 2.18-241. 

VI pur Randar in ('ossiiiibaaar Raj 
Wards Estate iti Rangpur: (Q.) pp. 
2511-260. 

Hotaln, Nawab MiitKarruf, Khan Itht- 
dur 


Hengal Relief of lndebt4<dne»« Bill. 1936: 
pp 516-51S. 

SjH'cial motions- pp. 36-H’jW. 2H6-287. 

Hoatain, Maulvl Muhammad 

l»ju'ca .Milford Hospital X‘Hay IXipart- 
inent fQ.) p. 210. 

Hauliitpur Ilmdu Academy: (Q.) p. 

t«» 

Muslifiis in Court of Wards Estates: 
(g.) p. 272. 

MiisliniM in Medical Service: (g.) pp. 
Syedpiir Molisin Estate: (Q.) p. 399. 

Howrah Lioonitnt Board: (g ) pp. 646* 

548. 


Honorary phytioiani and turgaonai (Q.) 
p. 461. 


Hooghly 

Crop failure in certain parts of: (Q.) 
pp. 19-20. 


Hoqiia, Kaxi Emdadul 

Anti-malaria Society at Bhogdanga 
(Kurigram) : (Q.) p. 445. 

Baahatti EaUto: (Q.) pp. 327-329. 
Bengal Public Bodtrity (Extdidiiig) 
Bill, 1935: pp. 365-369, 375, 440441. 


Howrah-Bhaakhala Light Railway i (Q.) 

pp. 3«9.;191. 

Hutaain, Maulvl Latafat 

Garden Reach Municipality: (Q.) p. 
20fh 

Spec ial motion : pp. 86488. 

Improvamant Of Bvattookt (g.) pp. 481- 

4K3. 

Indooont lltoraturo 

Publication of: (Q.) pp. 118-119. 

iiMpootm of Bohoalat (Q.) pp, 177-178. 
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Mt MpMMdittont (Q.) pp< 411412. 
iiltlwltdayti (Q.) p- 168. 
i$mn Ilila Mod t (Q.) pp. 167-166. 
Joynafir Cuti (Q.) pp. 383-386. 

Jurors 

Accommodstion for: (Q.) pp. 171-172. 
Allowtnoot to: (Q.) pp. 169-171. 

Juts Mills 

By Bengali ahareholdera. Proposal for 
establishment of: (Q.) PP- 463466. 

Kallghst-Ttngsll Road: (Q.) p. 68. 

Kasom, Mauivi Abul 

Bengal Public Security (Extending) 
Bill, 1936: pp. 436-437. 

Damodar floods: (Q ) PP* 474476, 477- 
479. 

Drainage and sewage outfall canal over 
Bhiuigore urea; (Q.) p. 484. 
Resolutions; pp. 214-217. 

Special motions: pp. 61-54, 291-293. 

Khan, Khan Bahadur Maiilsl Hashom 
All 

Dacca Mitford Hospital X’Ray Depart- 
ment : (Q.) pp. 182-183. 

Muslims in Court of Wards Estates; 
(Q.) p. 271. 

Muslims in Medical Service: (Q.) pp. 
336-336. 

Khan, Mauls! All AMuBb 

Educational institutions in Patua- 
khali: (Q.) p. 19. 

Special motion: pp. 92-93. 

Khan, Maulsl Tamliudclin 

Beggar problem in Calcutta ; (Q.) pp. 

323^24. 

Bengal IndebtedneM Bill: (Q.) p. 333. 
Dacca Mitford Hospital ^pert- 
inent: (Q.) p. 181. 


Khtif MiUtfi TmbIsbMi ' 

Demands for grants. 34 4fricn1taiiB: 
pp. 343-344. 

Fare from ^aridpnr station to Shiva- 
rampur station: (Q.) pp. 566-667. 
Faridpur railway station: (Q.) p. 483. 
Local boards: (Q.) p. 407. 

Muslims in Medical Service: (Q.) pp. 
3.35, 421. 

Resettlement of khas mahal lands in 
Faridpnr: (Q.) pp. 548-649. 

Revision survey of k/ia$ maheUs and 
temporarily-settled estates in Mymen- 
singh : (Q.) pp. 54,5-546. 

Sandwip High English School: (Q.) p. 
467. 

School of Tropical Medicine: (Q.) pp. 
446-447. 

Spi‘ciul motion ; pp. 60-63. 

Temporary clerks m district offices; 
(Q.) pp. 386-387. 

Khulna 

ProjHisnl for system of honorary 
piiVKicinns and surgeons for: (Q.) p. 
407. 

Kidnapping oases i (Q.) p. 322. 

Kurigrant 

FhMHl in, (Q ) pp. 264-266. 

Kurteofiff 

Proposed sanction at: (Q.) pp. 544-646. 

Landlords' tranafar faoi 

By co-sJiarer landlords. Withdrawal 
of: (Q.) pp. 18-19. 

Ltavo aHowanoM 

Of menials: (Q.) pp. 480-481. 

Laproig in Bankuret (Q.) pp. 164-166. 
iMrmy trBliiinBt AO PP^ 6a444. 
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\0f tnploT^ of loooi bodiot out of 
tbeir pro^e&t fund. Propoaol to 
poy prenunm of: (Q.) p. 406. 


UMl COMptnlMi (Q.) pp. 10&-167. 


Working of the: (Q.) pp. 486-486. 
Local boardci <Q.) pp. 407408. 


LooMiart, Mr. A. ft. E. 

Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 
1931 : p. 159. 

Bengal Course Betting Bill, 1935: 
pp. 186-187. 

Madarlpur Civil Court!: (Q) p. 21. 
Maltl, Mr. R. 

Deposits by excise vendors (Q.) pp. 
451452. 

Settlement operation in Midnapore: 
(Q.) pp. 261-262. 

Malaria in Weal Bengali (g ) pp. 262- 
264. 

Matliabhanfa river i (Q.) pp. 321-322. 


Medical otAoen 


Appointment of : <Q ) pp. 468472. 


Settlement o|>eratioD: (Q.) pp. 1^1- 

202. 


Minictartel eMcira of m Boeritarlat 

To retire in 1936: (Q.) pp. 667-568. 

Mltter, Hit Nan*Me Sir BreJefiBra Lai 

Acoommodaiioa for jtirani; (Q.) p. 171, 

AiauMMk of p 4 otd cf! and tlioir derki 
ai Conri oAcat: (Q.) p. 38i. 




Mimr, tlw Mr BfaUNBiB M 

AUowaacet to jnrorc: (Q.) pp, 1BB» 
171. 

Baahatii KtUte: (Q.) pp. SSSm 

Bengal, Agra, and Aaaam Oirtl Conrti 
(Bengal Amendment) Bill, 1934: pp. 
359-364. 

Bengal Court of Wardt (Aroendmont) 
Bill. 1935; p. 566. 

Bengal IndebUHlneaa Bill ; (Q.) p. 389* 

Ikmgai Tenancy (Amendment) Hill, 
1935: p. 196. 

Burtlwan flood; (g.J p. il*--*’'' 

Coaaimbaaar Uaj Warda Kiitate in 
Bangpur: (Q.) p. 460. 

Crop failure in c'ertnin {uirta id 
HtMigbly (Q ) p. 20. 

Damage of crupa in khot mniuU chat 
lands in .Mymensingii due to annual 
fltK)d tg ) p. 510. 

DiinuMiar floods, (g ) pp. 475479. 

Deb Bariim KsUte of Dinajpur: ^Q.) 
pp 325-32<’). 

Drinking water-HUppiy in Baukura: 
eg.) pp. 53K-5;i9. 

Kstates Partition (HinHind Amendment) 
Bill, 1935: p. 131. 

Flood in Kurigrani : (Q.) pp 265-266. 

Macbiripur ('ivil (VmrU (Q.) p. 21. 

Musltriis in Court of Wards KHtaiea: 
(g ) pp. 17, 271-272, 339. 

Muslims in tfie uliice of Board of 
Kev€*nue; (g.) pp. 554-566. 

Netrokona Civil Couria. (g.) p. 71. 

Panga Estate ; (g.) pp. 330-331, 

Profiosed sanatorium at Kumoong: 
(g.) p. 645. 

Realisation of rents by eertificatei la 
Rangimr: (Q.) p. ^1, 

Representation of Muliammadan coin- 
munity in Bengal Judicial Senrioc: 
(Q.) p. 416. 

Reoettiement of kkoi makal Umda fai 
Faridptir; (Q.) p. 649. 

ReaoluiioBt: pp. 256-257. 

Eoroaiio aalo of octaio* oi OliiltaMoagt 
(Q.) pp. 14.16. 
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Bevition survey of kha$ mahali and 
temporarily-settled estates in 
Mymensingh : (Q.) p. 546. * 

fianitarium for tuberoulosiB patients: 
(Q.) P. 270. 

Settlement kannngos: (Q.) pp. 70-71. 
Settlement khatians: (Q.) p. 338. 
Settlement of land revenue of diara 
mahalt in Gliusuri (Howrah): (Q.) 

p. 18. 

Settlement operation in Midnapore: 

(Q.) p. 202. 

Syedpur Mohsin Estate: (Q.) p. 395). 

Temporarily- set tied estates in Mymen- 
singh; (Q.) p. 327. 

Temporary clerks in district offices : 
(Q.) p. 387. 

Transfer of Slieristadars of Collector- 
ales: (Q.) pp. 16-17. 
tJJipur Ilandar in Cossim bazar Raj 
Wards Estate in Rangpur: (Q.) pp. 
2i59-260. 

Union Courts in Chittagong: (Q.) pp. 
453466. 

Withdrawal of landlords’ transfer fees 
by co-sharer landlords: (Q.) pp. 18- 
19. 

tiomln, Khan Bahadur Muhammad Abdul 

Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 
1934: p. 161. 

Bengal Relief of Itulebtedness Bill, 
19116; pp. 621-.V23. 

Damodar floods ; (Q.) pp. 478-479. 

Garden Reach Municipality : (Q.) p. 

210 . 

Improvement of livestocsk : (Q.) p. 482. 
Settlement kanungos : (Q.) pp. 7(>«71. 

Special motions, pp. 38, 72-75, 78, 82- 
288-291, 312. 

MMlitriaa, Mr. Syamapnotad 

Appointment of medical officers: <Q.) 
pp. 471472. 

Bengal Public Security (Bxtanding) 
BiU, 1935: pp. 430436. 


uhBHMiwwfcim aawimmSIljf 

In Bengal JddicUl Service. Repre- 
sentation of: (Q.) p. 416. 

Mulliok, Mr. Muliunda Baliary 

Bengal Medical (Amendment) Bill, 
1935: p. 199. 

Communication of grant-in-aid orders 
to schools in Chittagong Division: 
(Q.) P. 420. 

Mukherji, Rai Bahadur Batiah Chandra 

Crop failure in certain parts of 
Hooghly: (Q.) pp. 19-20. 

Proposed Tuberculosis Hospital at 
Haidyabati : (Q.) p. 208. 

S«-Iec‘,t)on of books for schools: (Q.> p. 
426. 

Working in schools and colleges : (Q.) 
pp. 419420. 

Murahidabad Municipality 

By candidates for election. Money 
deposited with: (Q.) pp. 173-174, 

Muslims 

In Calcutta Medical College. (Q.) pp. 
4724 74. 

In Court of Wards Estates: (Q.) pp. 

17, 271-272, a38-339. 

In Mt*dical Service: (Q.J pp. 334-335, 
421-422. 


Mymtntlngh 

Due to annual flood. Damage of crops 
in khiis nuihal char lands in: (Q.) 
pp. 539-540. 

Land Mortgage Bank: (Q.) pp. 422- 
423. 

Revision surrey of khas mahalt and 
iempomrily-settled estates in: (Q.) 
pp. 545-546. 

Tangail Road: (Q.) pp. 450-461. 

Temporarily-settled estates in : (Q.) pp. 
396-327. 
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f^yg .1 Baiirf tf ladeUsdiiati Bill, 
1986: pp. 510-511> 

Nag. fkM* •• A. 

Contract of supply of articles of food 
in the Campbell Medical School ; (Q.) 
p. 463. 

Special motion: pp. 12S-31. 

Nantfy, Matiaraja 8rii Chandra, of KaNm- 
baiar 

Special motion : pp. 35-28. 
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